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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the seemingly unrelated variables of the number of security guards 
employed in South Dakota and the average length of the popular YouTube channel "Technology 
Connections" videos. Using data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and YouTube, we analyzed 
the time period from 2015 to 2022. Our findings revealed a remarkably strong correlation coefficient of 
0.9952977 with a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01. We delve into the unexpected symbiotic
relationship between security presence and the duration of technology-centric content, offering a 
lighthearted examination of this intriguing correlation. While the results may seem unusual at first glance, 
our research sheds light on the playful and unconventional corners of statistical analysis, showcasing how
even the most seemingly disparate variables can be connected in a delightfully unexpected manner.
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1. Introduction

The  pursuit  of  knowledge  often  leads
researchers down the labyrinthine paths of
unexpected  correlations,  unearthing
connections that defy conventional wisdom.
In  this  study,  we embark  on  a  delightfully
unconventional  exploration  of  the  stylized
tango  between  the  number  of  security
guards  stationed  in  the  idyllic  plains  of
South Dakota and the average duration of

the captivating YouTube videos hailing from
the  esoteric  world  of  "Technology
Connections."  While  on the surface,  these
two variables may appear  as distant  as a
quasar in a different galaxy, our inquisitive
journey aims to unravel the whimsical dance
that intertwines security and technology with
a bit of statistical flair and perhaps a pinch
of Wile E. Coyote-esque curiosity.
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Amidst the cornfields and prairies of South
Dakota,  where  the  gentle  hum  of
technological marvels mingles with the crisp
whisper  of  the  wind,  the  diligent  souls
tasked with safeguarding the land weave a
tapestry of protection. Simultaneously, in the
virtual realm, the wry and erudite presenter
of  Technology  Connections  spins  tales  of
technological antiquity, diving headfirst  into
the  captivating  realms  of  yesteryear's
gadgets.  As  we  gaze  upon  these  two
seemingly unrelated domains, our endeavor
is to decipher the enigmatic correlation that
binds them, like a professor pondering the
perplexities of simultaneous equations while
sipping  from  a  mug  emblazoned  with  the
comedic visage of Albert Einstein.

Armed with data sourced from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics and the maze of videos that
constitute  Technology  Connections'
compendium,  we  wade  into  the  abyss  of
statistical  happenstance.  Our  analysis,
encompassing  the  years  2015  through
2022,  reveals  a  striking  relationship  that
would make even Schroedinger's cat  cock
an  eyebrow  in  bemusement.  And  as  we
journey through this landscape of statistical
whimsy,  we  invite  you  to  join  us  in
uncovering  the  truth  behind  this  peculiar
entanglement,  where  security  forces  and
technological  musings  engage  in  a
choreographed ballet  of  numbers,  bringing
to  mind  the  synchronicity  of  a  precision-
engineered Rube Goldberg machine.

With a twinkle in our eyes and a whimsical
lilt in the cadence of our prose, we endeavor
to  unravel  the  embrace  between  security
guardians  and  the  temporal  tapestry  of
technology-themed  content.  Our  findings
promise to reveal a connection as reliable
as  the  laws  of  thermodynamics  and  as
intriguing as a cat chasing a laser pointer.
So, come along, dear reader, as we journey
into the land where the unexpected is  the
rule, and the improbable is the guiding star.

2. Literature Review

The  correlation  between  the  number  of
security  guards  in  South  Dakota  and  the
average length of Technology Connections
YouTube videos  has  garnered  surprisingly
little attention in academic literature, despite
its  potentially  fascinating  and  humorous
implications.  Studies  by  Smith  (2016)  and
Doe (2019) have delved into the impact of
security  personnel  on  public  safety,  while
Jones  (2018)  has  explored  the  trends  in
video content duration on digital platforms.
However,  none  seem  to  have  stumbled
upon  the  fortuitous  intersection  of  these
seemingly unrelated variables. 

In  "The  Economics  of  Security  Guard
Employment,"  Smith  (2016)  examines  the
economic  impact  of  security  guard
employment  in  various  regions,  but
curiously  overlooks  the  potential  influence
on the duration of YouTube videos, perhaps
failing  to  see  the  forest  for  the  trees.
Similarly,  Doe's  (2019)  work  on  security
personnel's  role in  deterring crime in rural
areas  provides  valuable  insights  but
regrettably neglects to consider the potential
ripple effect on the digital realm.

On the other hand, Jones (2018) in "Digital
Content  Dynamics"  offers  a  thorough
analysis  of  video  length  trends  across
diverse  online  platforms.  However,  this
comprehensive  study  fails  to  grasp  the
serendipitous  connection  between  security
staffing  and  the  captivating  depths  of
technological  exposition  presented  by  the
charmingly  erudite  host  of  Technology
Connections.  It  appears  that  the  elusive
bond  between  these  two  domains  has
remained  hidden  in  the  scholarly  annals,
waiting  to  be  unearthed  like  a  forgotten
treasure  chest  tucked  away  in  the
labyrinthine catacombs of statistical whimsy.

To  broaden  the  scope,  we  also  turn  our
gaze toward non-fiction works that explore
related themes. "The History of Security" by
Martin  (2014)  and  "Exploring  the  Online
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Landscape"  by  Davis  (2017)  provide
valuable  context  for  understanding  the
respective realms of  security management
and  digital  content  creation.  However,  it
takes a keen eye - and perhaps a touch of
whimsy  -  to  discern  the  latent  connection
between the two,  which may have eluded
the grasp of these esteemed authors.

In the realm of fiction, novels such as "The
Guardian's  Code"  by  Orwell  (1954)  and
"The  Technological  Tapestry"  by  Austen
(1817) dabble in themes of protection and
technological intricacies. While these literary
works may not directly address the specific
correlation under scrutiny, their imaginative
musings add a touch of creative inspiration
to our exploration.

Not  to  be  forgotten  are  popular  internet
memes that bear a tangential connection to
our research endeavor. The "Security Cat"
meme,  with  its  vigilant  feline  guardian,
humorously echoes the diligence of security
personnel,  while the "Infinite Scroll"  meme
wryly  nods  to  the  captivating  nature  of
lengthy  digital  content.  These  seemingly
lighthearted  phenomena  mirror  the  playful
spirit of our investigation, offering their own
whimsical take on the interplay of  security
and technology.

As we tread the hallowed halls of academia
and  wander  into  the  quirky  corridors  of
obscure  correlations,  we  embrace  the
enigma and invite our readers to join us in
uncovering  the  unexpected  threads  that
bind security guardians and the labyrinthine
expanse of technology-themed videos. For
in the captivating dance of  statistics, even
the  most  peculiar  pairings  can  reveal  a
comedic  ballet  of  interconnectedness,
reminding us that in the world of research,
the  unexpected  often  holds  the  most
delightful surprises.

3. Our approach & methods

To commence our whimsical quest into the
enchanting realm of statistical analysis, we
employed  a  convoluted  yet  merry  mix  of
data  collection  and  analysis  methods  that
would  give  even  the  most  seasoned
statisticians a hearty chuckle and perhaps
an affectionate eye-roll.

Firstly,  we  sauntered  into  the  digital
expanse of  the Bureau of  Labor  Statistics
(BLS) like a troupe of curious jesters, where
we  dexterously  plucked  the  figures
pertaining  to  the  gallant  guardians  of
security in the expansive meadows of South
Dakota.  With  a  wink  and  a  nudge,  we
gathered  the  number  of  security  guards
gainfully employed in the region, taking care
to  separate  the figures  from any potential
naysayers  lurking  in  the  shadows  of
uncertainty.

Next,  we pirouetted across the algorithmic
pathways  of  YouTube,  sifting  through  the
captivating  chronicles  of  "Technology
Connections"  like  amateur  archeologists
eager to unearth ancient mysteries. With the
finesse of a practiced sleight-of-hand artist,
we  meticulously  recorded  the  average
length  of  these  technology-centric  videos,
making sure to capture the ornate nuances
of  each  digit  as  one  would  catalog  the
delicate hues of a rare butterfly.

Once our data danced into the realms of our
computers,  we  summoned  the  spectral
powers  of  statistical  software,  embracing
the enigmatic R language and the beguiling
Python  to  perform  a  magnum  opus  of
numerical  wizardry.  With  the  grace  of  a
ballet  maestro  conducting  a  waltz,  we
entwined  the  datasets,  coaxing  them  to
perform an elegant pas de deux that would
make  even  the  most  stoic  of
mathematicians crack a smile.

Following this fanciful data duet, we gazed
deeply  into  the  crystal  ball  of  statistical
analysis,  invoking  the  ethereal  spirits  of
correlation  coefficients,  p-values,  and
regression analysis. In a dazzling display of
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numerical  divination,  we  summoned  the
wisdom of these mystical entities to discern
the hidden truths woven within the fabric of
our collected data.

Furthermore,  to  ensure  that  our  findings
were  as  robust  as  an  oak  tree  and  as
reliable  as  a  Swiss  timepiece,  we  applied
the rigorous cauldron of hypothesis testing,
stirring  the  brew  until  it  bubbled  with
statistical  significance  and  scholarly
pizzazz.

Lastly,  like  jesters  concluding  a  grand
performance,  we  peer-reviewed  our
methods  and  findings  with  the  discerning
eye  of  eagle-eyed  scholars,  ensuring  that
our  merry  dance  through  the  realms  of
statistical  analysis  was as accurate as  an
archer's  bullseye  and  as  captivating  as  a
grand finale of fireworks.

With  this  vivacious  confluence  of  data
collection,  analysis,  and statistical  sorcery,
we  endeavored  to  shed  light  on  the
beguiling connection between the guardians
of  South  Dakota  and  the  technologically
infused  reveries  of  "Technology
Connections," inviting our readers to join us
in  this  jovial  romp through the tapestry  of
statistical exploration.

4. Results

Our analysis of the data obtained from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics and Technology
Connections YouTube channel has yielded
intriguing results that would make even the
most stoic statistician perk up with curiosity.
Our  investigation  into  the  relationship
between the number  of  security  guards in
South Dakota and the average duration of
Technology Connections videos revealed a
remarkably robust  correlation coefficient  of
0.9952977.  This  coefficient,  denoting  an
almost  inseparable  bond  between the two
variables, can be likened to the fidelity of an
electron to its orbital  path,  or  perhaps the

unbreakable alliance between duct tape and
MacGyver.

The  accompanying  r-squared  value  of
0.9906176, which measures the proportion
of  the  variance  in  the  average  video
duration that is predictable from the number
of  security guards,  further emphasizes the
strength  of  this  connection.  This  finding
underscores  the  undeniable  influence  of
security forces on the temporal landscape of
technology-focused  narratives,  akin  to  the
gravitational  pull  exerted  by  a  particularly
captivating black hole.

Additionally,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
attests to the statistical  significance of  our
findings,  firmly  establishing  the  validity  of
the correlation and dismissing the possibility
of  this  striking  relationship  being  a  mere
statistical fluke. This level of significance is
as unmistakable as the distinctive pop of a
champagne cork, heralding the arrival of a
noteworthy scientific observation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore,  the  visually  compelling
scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  presents  a  clear
depiction  of  the  tight  relationship  between
the  number  of  security  guards  and  the
average  duration  of  Technology
Connections videos.  The plot  resembles a
harmonized  duet  between  two  variables,
with each data point forming a melodic line
that contributes to the symphonic resonance
of the overall pattern. This illustration vividly
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captures  the  intricacy  of  this  unexpected
correlation, much like an artist's captivating
brushstrokes teasing out the playful dance
of statistical association.

In summary, our findings not only unearth a
remarkable link between security personnel
and technology-themed content duration but
also showcase the delightful capriciousness
of  statistical  analysis.  This  study  offers  a
lighthearted  and  whimsical  exploration  of
the  interconnectedness  of  seemingly
disparate  variables,  injecting  a  dose  of
playful curiosity into the realm of empirical
inquiry.  In  unraveling  this  enigmatic  bond,
we have revealed an alliance as captivating
as a dazzling scientific  demonstration and
as  unexpected  as  finding  a  tortilla  chip
shaped like a perfect sine wave.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  our  investigation  into  the
correlation between the number of security
guards  in  South  Dakota  and  the  average
length of Technology Connections YouTube
videos unearths  a  whimsically  unexpected
yet  statistically  robust  relationship.  This
lighthearted exploration has not  only  shed
light on the bewildering connection between
security  presence  and  digital  content
duration  but  has  also  enlivened  the  staid
corridors of academic inquiry.

Our  results  are  in  concordance  with
previous  research,  offering  a  comically
unexpected twist to the rather serious topic
of  security  employment.  The  fortuitous
intersection  of  security  staffing  and  the
captivating  depths  of  technological
exposition  provides  a  delightful  reminder
that  statistical  analyses  can  be  filled  with
more surprises than a magician's hat.

Harkening back to the literature review, the
work  of  Smith  (2016)  and  Doe  (2019)  is
affirmed  as  we  discover  an  unexpected
ripple  effect  of  security  personnel  on  the
digital realm, akin to finding a hidden Easter

egg  in  a  maze  of  statistical  papers.
Furthermore,  the  comprehensive  study  by
Jones (2018) on video length trends across
online platforms is given a playful nod as we
uncover  the  serendipitous  connection
between  security  staffing  and  the
captivating depths of technological exposé.

The  statistically  significant  correlation
coefficient of 0.9952977 and the compelling
r-squared  value  of  0.9906176  underscore
the undeniable influence of  security forces
on  the  temporal  landscape  of  technology-
focused narratives, akin to the gravitational
pull  exerted  by  a  particularly  captivating
black  hole  -  except  in  this  case,  the
compelling  force  is  related  to  security
guards  and  technology  content  duration.
The tight  relationship between the number
of security guards and the average duration
of  Technology  Connections  videos  is
captured in a visually compelling scatterplot,
forming a melodic line that contributes to the
symphonic resonance of the overall pattern.
This visually compelling presentation serves
to illustrate the delightfully capricious nature
of our statistical findings.

In conclusion, our study has brought forth a
playful  reminder  that  even  the  most
unexpected pairings can reveal a comedic
ballet  of  interconnectedness,  reminding us
that  statistical  analyses  can  hold  more
delightful surprises than a barrel of monkeys
with a penchant for playing with data sets.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unveiled a
captivating correlation between the number
of security guards in South Dakota and the
average length of Technology Connections
YouTube videos.  The relationship between
these  seemingly  unrelated  variables  is  as
surprising  as  stumbling  upon  a  gaggle  of
penguins  in  the  heart  of  the  Sahara.  Our
findings,  akin  to  a  delightful  game  of
scientific  peekaboo,  shed  light  on  the
whimsical  and  unpredictable  nature  of
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statistical relationships, reminding us that in
the realm of empirical inquiry, surprises are
as abundant as protons in an atom.

The  exceptionally  strong  correlation
coefficient  and  statistically  significant  p-
value  celebrate  the  improbable  bond
between  security  guardians  and  the
temporal  tapestry  of  technology-themed
content.  It  is  as  if  the  statistical  universe
choreographed  a  whimsical  dance  where
security  and  technology  sway  in  unison,
reminiscent  of  a  synchronized  swim  of
statistical serendipity.

The visual  representation in  the form of  a
scatterplot  not  only  visually  encapsulates
this uncanny connection but also serves as
a  delightful  reminder  of  the  statistical
mosaic  that  underpins  this  charming
alliance.  It  is  a symphony of  numbers,  as
harmonious  as  the  notes  of  a  well-tuned
piano.

In  light  of  these  revelatory  findings,  it  is
clear that no further research is warranted in
this area. Our results not only highlight the
unexpected interconnectedness of variables
but  also emphasize the quirky and cheery
aspects  of  scientific  inquiry,  leaving  us  to
ponder  the  vast,  amusing  labyrinth  of
statistical  relationships  that  permeate  our
universe. As the curtains draw to a close on
our  study,  we  invite  fellow  researchers  to
embrace  the  whimsy  and  unpredictability
that  characterize  the  tapestry  of  scientific
investigation,  where  statistical  correlations
play  out  like  a  delightful  game  of  cosmic
hopscotch.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


