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Abstract

This paper investigates the relationship between the popularity of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme
and the number of statisticians in the state of New Jersey. Using data from Google Trends and the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, a surprising and seemingly inexplicable correlation was discovered,
prompting an in-depth analysis. The correlation coefficient of 0.9629029 and p < 0.01 for the
years 2006 to 2022 suggests a remarkably strong association between these seemingly unrelated
phenomena.  It  seems that  a  statistical  phenomenon has  been  distracting  statisticians  in  New
Jersey – a phenomenon that cannot be ignored, much like a good dad joke at a family barbecue.
Through rigorous statistical analysis,  this paper delves into the potential  explanations for this
unexpected association and explores the implications for the field of statistics and beyond. The
findings may even lead to a paradigm shift in the study of statistical trends and internet culture. In
conclusion,  this  research  sheds  light  on  a  peculiar  intersection  of  digital  viral  content  and
professional demographics, offering ample food for thought and perhaps sparking a few groan-
inducing dad jokes along the way.

1.  Introduction

     The 'distracted boyfriend' meme has become a ubiquitous presence in internet culture,
capturing the attention and amusement of netizens across the globe. Meanwhile, in the
quiet state of New Jersey, a different statistical phenomenon has been quietly unfolding.
The number of statisticians in the Garden State has been on the rise, leading to a curious
conundrum that has perplexed both academia and meme enthusiasts alike. It appears that
statisticians in New Jersey may not have been immune to the distracting allure of the
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'distracted boyfriend' meme, much like how a good dad joke can't help but elicit an eye
roll from its audience. 

     As we embark on this statistical exploration, the question beckons: Can the surge in
popularity of a whimsical internet meme truly correspond to an increase in the number of
statisticians in a specific geographic region? One might argue that this correlation is as
unexpected as a "standard deviation" from the norm at a statistics conference.

     To delve into this peculiar correlation, we turn to the data. Google Trends data on the
search interest  for the 'distracted boyfriend'  meme and the Bureau of Labor Statistics
figures on the number of statisticians in New Jersey provide the empirical foundation for
this investigation. The correlation coefficient of 0.9629029 and p < 0.01 for the years
2006  to  2022  reveals  a  striking  relationship  that  rivals  the  predictability  of  a  well-
designed regression model.

     This research aims to untangle the enigmatic link between a viral internet sensation
and a professional occupational trend, offering insights that may resonate far beyond the
realms of internet memes and statistical analysis. It is an endeavor that seeks to bring
laughter  and enlightenment,  much like a  cleverly crafted statistical  pun at  a research
seminar.

2.  Literature Review

The connection between internet memes and professional demographic trends has been a
topic of growing interest in recent years. In "Meme Magic: Exploring the Impact of Viral
Content  on Society,"  Smith  and Doe delve into the potential  influence  of  memes on
various aspects of social and cultural phenomena, but oddly enough, fail to mention the
statistical community in New Jersey. Similarly, Jones et al. touch upon the psychological
impact of engaging with memes in "The Psychology of Internet Humor," but overlook the
implications for the labor  market  in a specific U.S. state.  It  seems that the statistical
significance of these oversights would fail  to meet  the threshold for  publication in  a
reputable journal – a narrative as unexpected as finding a meme-worthy punchline in a
statistics textbook.

Turning to more traditional literature, "Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the
Hidden Side of Everything" by Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner offers a comprehensive
exploration of unexpected correlations and causal relationships. While this seminal work
dances around the edges of seemingly unrelated phenomena, it falls short of shedding
light on the peculiar connection between an internet meme and the number of statisticians
in  a  specific  geographical  area.  Additionally,  "SuperFreakonomics:  Global  Cooling,
Patriotic Prostitutes, and Why Suicide Bombers Should Buy Life Insurance," despite its
intriguing title, overlooks the statistical undercurrent of meme culture and professional
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demographics. It seems that the authors of these works may have missed the correlation
as glaring as a poorly constructed pie chart in a research presentation.

Delving into fiction, "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams, while
not  explicitly  focused  on  statistical  trends  or  internet  memes,  offers  a  whimsical
exploration  of  the  absurdities  of  the  universe,  a  theme  that  may  resonate  with  the
perplexing correlation at the heart of this study. In a different vein, "American Gods" by
Neil Gaiman weaves a tale of deities and modern culture, offering a thought-provoking
lens  through which to  view the unexpected nexus of digital  content  and professional
demographics. These works, while thematically distant from the present investigation,
provide  a  nod  to  the  potential  for  unexpected  connections,  much  like  finding  a
humorously relatable statistician meme on the internet.

In  the  realm  of  social  media,  a  tweet  by  @DataNerd27  humorously  highlights  the
perplexing observation that statisticians in New Jersey seem to have a preoccupation with
the  'distracted boyfriend'  meme as  evidenced by the  surge in  meme-related  searches.
@MemeMaster99, on the other hand, quips about the statistical likelihood of statisticians
being the primary contributors to the uptick in 'distracted boyfriend' meme popularity –
an observation that piques the interest of our investigation. These informal observations
serve as a lighthearted reminder of the unexpected,  and at  times humorous, nature of
statistical phenomena, much like a well-timed dad joke at a research conference.

In sum, the extant literature and popular discourse present an intriguing backdrop against
which to situate the current inquiry. The seeming oversight of a prominent correlation
between  a  viral  internet  meme  and  professional  occupation  trends  invites  a  critical
examination, as well as an opportunity for a few witty asides, much like the one you'd
find in a well-crafted academic paper – or a dad joke at a family barbecue.

3.  Research Approach

The methodological approach utilized in this study involved a multifaceted collection and
analysis  of  data  from  diverse  sources.  The  initial  phase  of  the  research  process
encompassed scouring the depths of the internet, akin to unearthing hidden treasure in a
virtual sea of information. As the digital landscape was combed for relevant data, Google
Trends emerged as a primary repository for capturing the ebbs and flows of 'distracted
boyfriend'  meme  popularity.  Meanwhile,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  stood  as  a
stalwart  colossus  of  occupational  data,  providing  a  panoramic  view of  the  statistical
workforce in the state of New Jersey.

To retrieve data from Google Trends, a series of meticulously calibrated search queries
was crafted to capture the zeitgeist of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme across time and
space.  The search parameters  sought to  encapsulate  the meme's virality,  wielding the
power of search algorithms like a statistical sorcerer conjuring data from the digital ether.
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Each query was meticulously designed to capture the essence of the meme's appeal, much
like  a  meticulously  constructed  pun that  elicits  both  a  groan and a  chuckle  from its
audience.

Concurrently,  the Bureau of Labor Statistics offered a veritable trove of demographic
information on statisticians in New Jersey. The extraction of this data involved navigating
labyrinthine databases and statistical archives, akin to embarking on an archaeological
expedition in pursuit of ancient knowledge. The employment figures were compiled and
scrutinized with the precision of a statistician examining a dataset for outliers – outliers
that were perhaps as unexpected as finding a mathematician at a comedy club.

Once the data gathering phase concluded, a harmonious symphony of statistical analyses
ensued.  The  nuanced  interplay  of  correlation  coefficients,  regression  models,  and
hypothesis testing harmonized to reveal the intricate dance between the ebb and flow of
meme popularity and the occupational pursuits of statisticians. The statistical analyses
were conducted with the finesse of a maestro leading an orchestra,  weaving together
disparate  threads  of  data  into  a  melodic  narrative  that  captured  the  essence  of  this
enigmatic correlation.

Ultimately,  this  methodology  endeavored  to  unveil  the  mysterious  bond  between  a
whimsical internet phenomenon and a professional occupational trend, shedding light on
a perplexing correlation that may have eluded detection by less intrepid researchers. It is
a pursuit that embodies the spirit of scientific inquiry and intellectual curiosity, akin to a
relentless  quest  for knowledge amidst  the comedic tapestry of statistical  patterns and
internet culture.

4.  Findings

The  results  of  the  analysis  indicate  a  remarkably  strong correlation  (r  =  0.9629029)
between the popularity of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme and the number of statisticians
in New Jersey from 2006 to 2022. The r-squared value of 0.9271820 further emphasizes
the robustness of this association, much like a reliable lab assistant always delivering
accurate results – unless it's April 1st, of course.

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  illustrates  the  positive  relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate variables, inviting a moment to marvel at the statistical wonder akin to finding
the perfect correlation coefficient – a rare gem in the world of data analysis. It's as if the
meme popularity and statisticians in New Jersey were in perfect harmony, much like the
melody of a well-orchestrated statistical model.

The p-value of less than 0.01 suggests that the likelihood of observing such a strong
correlation by pure chance is highly improbable, akin to stumbling upon a statistically
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significant result in a sea of null hypotheses. This surprising finding prompts a pause for
reflection, not unlike the moment one contemplates the punchline of a clever dad joke –
unexpected, yet thoroughly enjoyable.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The implications  of  this  correlation extend beyond statistical  esoterica,  hinting at  the
nuanced interplay between digital culture and professional demographics. One might say
it's  a  statistical  twist  worthy  of  a  meme-worthy  punchline.  The  implications  for
statisticians and meme aficionados alike are not to be understated – after all, who knew
that a viral meme could hold such statistical weight, much like a well-timed pun in a
research paper conclusion?

In summary, the results of this study illuminate a compelling association between the
'distracted boyfriend' meme and the number of statisticians in New Jersey, challenging
preconceptions and inviting further inquiry. This unexpected correlation may just be the
statistical equivalent of a dad joke – surprising, but ultimately contributing to the colorful
tapestry of statistical exploration.

5.  Discussion on findings

The results of this investigation have shed light on the unexpected and remarkably strong
correlation between the popularity of the 'distracted boyfriend' meme and the number of
statisticians in New Jersey. The correlation coefficients and p-values obtained from the
analysis provide compelling evidence of this association, which stands out as a statistical
enigma – much like the perplexing nature of a pun that takes a moment too long to sink
in.

The findings of this study support and extend prior research on the influence of internet
memes  on various  aspects  of  social  and cultural  phenomena,  as  well  as  professional
demographic  trends.  Interestingly,  the  oversight  of  the  statistical  community  in  the
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literature reviewed seems to have missed a glaring correlation as conspicuous as a bar
chart with a single outlier. This study's results serve as a playful yet thought-provoking
reminder that statistical significance can lurk in the most unexpected places, much like
finding a corny joke in a well-written academic paper.

The  robustness  of  the  correlation  between  the  'distracted  boyfriend'  meme  and  the
number of statisticians in New Jersey is a testament to the unpredictability of statistical
patterns, reminiscent of trying to predict the next punchline in a series of dad jokes –
sometimes, you just can't. The strong r-squared value further emphasizes the reliability of
this association, not unlike the consistent amusement derived from a well-timed pun at a
research colloquium.

The implications of this correlation go beyond the realm of statistical analysis and into
the sociocultural sphere, suggesting a fascinating interplay between digital viral content
and professional demographics. It seems that statisticians in New Jersey have been not so
subtly  "distracted"  by  this  meme,  highlighting  the  quirky  and  unexpected  nature  of
statistical phenomena. Perhaps memes and statistics do belong together after all, like a
pun and a groan from an unsuspecting audience.

The unexpected findings of this study challenge traditional notions of the boundaries of
statistical  influence,  offering a rare glimpse into the whimsical and surprising side of
quantitative  analysis,  much  like  the  delight  of  a  well-crafted  pun.  This  investigation
serves as a reminder that statistical exploration can be both rigorous and lighthearted,
much like a good dad joke - adding levity to an otherwise serious pursuit.

6.  Conclusion

In  conclusion,  the  perplexing  correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the  'distracted
boyfriend'  meme  and  the  number  of  statisticians  in  New  Jersey  has  illuminated  a
statistical phenomenon that rivals the unpredictability of a rogue p-value. The remarkably
strong association between these seemingly unrelated variables prompts us to consider
the impact of internet memes on professional demographics, much like a well-timed dad
joke  at  a  research  conference  –  it  may  catch  you  off  guard,  but  it's  undeniably
memorable.

The implications of this research extend beyond the realm of statistics, offering a quirky
perspective  on  the  interplay  between  digital  culture  and  occupational  trends.  This
unexpected correlation may well be the statistical equivalent of a dad joke – surprising,
yet ultimately contributing to the colorful tapestry of statistical exploration. As we reflect
on the findings of this study, it's clear that the 'distracted boyfriend' meme has indeed held
statistical  weight,  much  like  a  punchline  that  prompts  a  collective  groan and  then  a
chuckle.
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It appears we have peeled back the layers of this statistical onion, revealing a connection
that is as curious as a t-statistic with a quirky personality. There may be no need for
further research in this area, as we have uncovered a statistical phenomenon that can rival
the  best  dad jokes  – unexpected,  amusing,  and worthy  of  sharing at  every statistical
gathering. After all,  sometimes science is also about finding humor in the unexpected
correlations.
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