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Abstract

This study investigates the unexpected and somewhat esoteric relationship between the number of 
Master's degrees awarded in Theology and religious vocations and the employment of wellhead pumpers 
in the great state of Ohio. Through rigorous data analysis utilizing information from the National Center for
Education Statistics and the Bureau of Labor Statistics spanning the years 2012 to 2021, we were able to 
establish a correlation coefficient of 0.8901718 with a p-value less than 0.01. Our findings reveal a strong 
positive correlation between the two seemingly disparate variables, raising questions about the potential 
influence of theological education on the labor force within the oil and gas industry in Ohio. As the old 
saying goes, "For every Master's degree in Theology, there's a wellhead pumper who finds divine 
inspiration in their work!" The implications of this correlation are both amusing and thought-provoking, 
offering a whimsical twist in the often serious world of academic research. Our study not only sheds light 
on a peculiar statistical relationship but also provides a lighthearted perspective on the unexpected 
connections that may exist in the realm of education and vocational labor. With this revelation, it seems 
that perhaps there is a divine intervention at play, guiding theology graduates toward pump-worthy 
occupations in the heartland of Ohio. This research invites further exploration and investigation into the 
whimsical and often inexplicable connections that permeate our world, offering a refreshing and 
entertaining take on the intersection of education and employment.
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1. Introduction

The  pursuit  of  knowledge  and
understanding, particularly within the realm
of  theology,  has  long  been  considered  a
noble  and  often  spiritually  enriching
endeavor. Simultaneously, the extraction of
crude oil and natural gas from the depths of
the earth in states like Ohio requires diligent
and dedicated individuals, not unlike those
who  engage  in  intellectual  and  spiritual
pursuits.  As  the  ecclesiastical  and  the
industrial seem to exist at opposite ends of
the  spectrum,  the  correlation  between  the
two is seldom examined, let alone explored
humorously.  However,  it  appears  that  the
time  has  come  to  shed  light  on  the
unexpected  and,  some  might  say,  divine
connection  between  Master’s  degrees
awarded in  Theology and the employment
of wellhead pumpers in Ohio.

One might  wonder,  what  does  a  Master’s
degree  in  Theology  have  to  do  with
wellhead  pumpers  in  Ohio?  To  that,  we
respond  with  a  pun:  "Divine  intervention!"
Our  investigation  seeks  to  unveil  the
underlying  statistical  relationship  and
explore the potential influence of theological
education  on  the  occupational  choices  of
individuals in the oil and gas industry. This
correlation,  as  unusual  as  it  may  seem,
suggests  that  there  may  be  more  to  the
vocational and educational landscape than
meets the eye.

The  unexpected nature  of  this  correlation,
not  unlike  a  serendipitous  encounter
between oil and holy water, compels us to
delve  deeper  into  the  realm  of  statistics,
education,  and  occupational  labor.  As  we
embark on this scholarly journey, we cannot
help  but  find  humor  in  the  idea  that  the
number of theology graduates may hold the
divine  power  to  shape  the  workforce  in
Ohio’s oil and gas industry. It is as if those
wellhead  pumpers  are  receiving  a  higher
calling from a source beyond conventional
comprehension  –  or  as  some  might  say,
they've struck "oil" in a different sense!

2. Literature Review

    Several  scholarly  investigations  have
delved  into  the  realm  of  theological
education  and  its  potential  influence  on
vocational  pursuits,  though  few  have
ventured  into  the  comical  and  peculiar
territory  of  its  correlation  with  the
employment of wellhead pumpers in Ohio.
Smith (2015) conducted a thorough analysis
of  postgraduate  education  trends  in
religious studies and vocations, highlighting
the increasing numbers of Master’s degrees
awarded  in  Theology  and  related  fields
across the United States. This upward trend
has  prompted  discussions  about  the
potential  impact  of  such  education  on
various sectors of the labor force, including
but not limited to the oil and gas industry. It
seems that amidst the fervor of theological
pursuit, one cannot discount the possibility
of a divine intersection with the oil wells of
Ohio.

    In "The Calling of Crude: Exploring the
Spiritual  Significance  of  Ohio's  Oilfields,"
Doe  (2018)  takes  a  more  anthropological
approach,  investigating  the  cultural  and
spiritual dimensions of labor within Ohio's oil
industry. Doe's ethnographic study suggests
that  there  may  be  a  symbolic  resonance
between  the  deep  contemplation  and
spiritual introspection fostered in theological
education and the quiet, contemplative work
of  wellhead  pumpers  in  the  heart  of  the
Buckeye  State.  It's  as  if  the  theological
calling and the oil drilling are intertwined in a
divine dance, an unexpected semblance of
spiritual  serendipity  amidst  the  industrial
landscapes of Ohio.

    Jones (2019) delves into the vocational
choices  of  individuals  with  advanced
degrees  in  religious  studies,  exploring  the
spectrum of careers they pursue. Little did
Jones know that amidst the congregation of
theological  scholars,  there  lies  a  group  of
individuals  drawn  to  the  humble  but  vital
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role  of  wellhead  pumping.  As  Jones
unravels  the  diverse  paths  taken  by
graduates  of  theological  programs,  one
cannot help but ponder the exalted calling of
those who find themselves laboring at  the
intersection of earth and divinity,  akin to a
wellhead pumper divinely ordained to pump
the depths of the earth.

    

    Turning to non-fiction books related to
theology and oil industry history, "God and
Black  Gold:  An  Exploration  of  Spiritual
Themes  in  Oil  Drilling"  offers  a  thought-
provoking  analysis  of  the  spiritual  and
philosophical  parallels  between  theological
education  and  the  extraction  of  natural
resources.  "The  Prayerful  Pumpers:
Unearthing the Divine Connection between
Theology and Ohio's Oilfields" provides an
in-depth  exploration  of  religious  vocations
and  their  unexpected  intertwining  with  the
humble  yet  meaningful  work  of  wellhead
pumpers.  "Divine  Drills:  The  Interplay  of
Theology and Oil Industry Labor" presents a
comprehensive  examination  of  the  divine
influences at play in the vocational choices
of those educated in theological academia.

    

    On a  more fictional  note,  one cannot
discount  the  potential  influence  of  literary
works  that  hint  at  mystical  connections
between  divine  wisdom  and  earthly  labor.
Stories such as "The Theologian and the Oil
Rig" and "Divine Drillers: A Theological Tale
of  Oilfield  Odyssey"  paint  vivid,  albeit
whimsical,  depictions  of  theological
graduates finding themselves unexpectedly
drawn  to  the  laborious  yet  spiritually
resonant  world  of  wellhead  pumping  in
Ohio. These tales, though fictitious, offer a
lighthearted  glimpse  into  the  potential
interplay of mysticism and mundane labor in
the heartland of Ohio, much like a whimsical
fable spun from the spools of divine humor.

    

    As the literature review unfolded, a wide
array  of  sources  from  various  disciplines
painted  a  comprehensive  picture  of  the
potential  intersection  between  the  sacred
pursuit  of  theological  knowledge  and  the
laborious,  yet  essential,  task  of  wellhead
pumping in the state of Ohio. From serious
academic  inquiries  to  lighthearted  fictional
narratives,  the  unexpected  correlation
between  the  two  realms  beckons  further
exploration  and  investigation,  inviting  a
whimsical  and  thought-provoking
contemplation  of  the  interplay  between
education and vocation. Indeed, the study of
theology  and  its  potential  impact  on  the
labor force unveils a realm of  connections
that may be divinely ordained, prompting us
to confront the oft-neglected humorous side
of scholarly pursuits – a side characterized
by a divine dose of levity, or, in other words,
a 'theo-logically' humorous twist.

3. Our approach & methods

In  order  to  investigate  and  quantify  the
correlation between the number of Master's
degrees awarded in Theology and religious
vocations and the employment of wellhead
pumpers  in  Ohio,  a  rigorous  methodology
was  employed.  Data  for  the  number  of
Master's degrees in Theology was obtained
from  the  National  Center  for  Education
Statistics,  while  information  on  the
employment  of  wellhead  pumpers  in  Ohio
was  sourced  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics. The data spanned the years 2012
to 2021, providing a comprehensive picture
of the trends in both theological education
and wellhead pumping employment over the
past decade.

To  establish  the  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8901718 with a p-value less than 0.01, a
series  of  statistical  analyses  were
conducted.  Despite  the  seemingly
incongruous  relationship  between  the  two
variables, the strength of the correlation was
evident,  prompting  us  to  ponder  the
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following:  "Are  theology graduates divinely
ordained  to  influence  the  workforce  in
Ohio's oil and gas industry, or is this simply
a case of statistical serendipity?"

In  our  analysis,  we  applied  a  novel  and
somewhat idiosyncratic approach, blending
the established methods of correlation and
regression analysis with a touch of  playful
speculation.  This  unorthodox  technique
allowed us to inject a hint of levity into an
otherwise  serious  pursuit  of  scholarly
inquiry,  as  we  navigated  the  statistical
landscape  in  search  of  the  elusive  and
enigmatic ties between theology education
and wellhead pumping employment. As we
delved deeper into the analysis, it  became
increasingly  apparent  that  our
unconventional  approach  was  yielding  not
only meaningful results but also a whimsical
perspective  on  the  relationship  between
education and occupational  paths.  It  is  as
though  we  stumbled  upon  an  unexpected
"holy"  grail  in  the  realm  of  statistical
analysis!

Our  research  team  opted  to  adopt  a
lighthearted  stance  in  presenting  the
findings, recognizing the inherent humor in
the correlation between Master's degrees in
Theology and the employment of wellhead
pumpers  in  Ohio.  In  doing  so,  we
endeavored to infuse a dash of amusement
into  the  traditionally  somber  discourse  of
academic  research,  challenging  the
conventions  of  scholarly  investigation  and
inviting  a  playful  contemplation  of  the
unexpected  connections  that  pervade  the
world of data and statistics.

The  data  was  meticulously  examined  and
analyzed, and the results were subjected to
rigorous scrutiny to ensure the reliability and
validity  of  the  findings.  Through  this
process,  we  were  able  to  uncover  an
intriguing linkage that defied convention but
sparked curiosity and amusement in equal
measure.  Our  approach  may  have  been
unorthodox,  but  it  undeniably  yielded
insights  that  prompt  us  to  reconsider  the

perceived  boundaries  between  disciplines
and  industries.  As  we  move  forward,  we
must remain open to the possibility of divine
whimsy  shaping  the  course  of  empirical
investigation and statistical analysis, lest we
overlook  hidden  correlations  that  defy
traditional expectations. After all, as the old
adage  goes,  "Where  there's  wellhead
pumping,  there's  a well-educated theology
graduate  pondering  the  divine  pump-
actuation!"

4. Results

The correlation analysis  conducted on the
data collected from the National Center for
Education  Statistics  and  the  Bureau  of
Labor  Statistics  revealed  a  remarkably
strong  positive  correlation  between  the
number  of  Master's  degrees  awarded  in
Theology  and  religious  vocations  and  the
employment  of  wellhead  pumpers  in  Ohio
from  2012  to  2021.  The  correlation
coefficient  of 0.8901718 indicates a robust
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  variables,  suggesting  that  there
may be more at play than meets the eye.
One could  even say,  the  correlation  is  as
clear as holy water.

Furthermore,  the  r-squared  value  of
0.7924058  implies  that  approximately
79.24% of  the  variation  in  the  number  of
wellhead pumpers in Ohio can be explained
by the number of Master's degrees awarded
in Theology and religious vocations. In other
words,  there  is  a  substantial  degree  of
association between these two factors that
cannot  be  attributed  to  random  chance
alone.  It's  almost  as  if  the  theology
graduates  and  wellhead  pumpers  are
engaged in a harmonious dance, following
the divine steps of correlation.

The p-value of less than 0.01 indicates that
the  observed  correlation  is  statistically
significant,  providing  strong  evidence
against the null hypothesis that there is no
relationship  between  the  number  of
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Master's degrees awarded in Theology and
the  employment  of  wellhead  pumpers  in
Ohio.  This  finding  not  only  supports  the
existence  of  a  meaningful  connection  but
also  raises  intriguing  questions  about  the
potential  influence of  theological education
on vocational choices within the oil and gas
industry.  Perhaps  there  is  a  theological
inspiration  bubbling  under  the  surface  of
Ohio's oil fields.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually depicts the
strong  positive  correlation  between  the
number  of  Master's  degrees  awarded  in
Theology  and  religious  vocations  and  the
employment of wellhead pumpers in Ohio.
The  data  points  form  a  distinct  upward
trend,  underscoring  the  cohesive
relationship  between  these  two  variables.
One might even say that the plot is so clear,
it's divine.

In  summary,  our  research  has  unveiled  a
captivating  and  somewhat  humorously
unexpected correlation between theological
education  and  the occupation  of  wellhead
pumpers  in  Ohio.  This  revelation  not  only
adds  a  touch  of  whimsy  to  the  world  of
academic  inquiry  but  also  prompts  further
exploration  into  the  potential  interplay
between  education  and  labor  that
transcends conventional expectations. After
all,  one  never  knows  where  divine
inspiration may strike next.

5. Discussion

The findings of this study affirm and expand
upon prior research that has delved into the
intersection  of  theological  education  and
vocational labor, reiterating the unexpected
yet robust correlation between the number
of  Master's  degrees  awarded  in  Theology
and religious vocations and the employment
of  wellhead pumpers in  the state of  Ohio.
Our results provide quantitative evidence to
support  the  whimsical  notion  that  there
exists  a  tangible  link  between  spiritual
pursuit  and labor in the heartland of Ohio.
As the old saying goes,  "When it  rains in
Cleveland,  it  theological-pours  in  the  oil
fields!"

Our research offers a serious investigation
into  the  comically  unexpected  correlation
identified in prior literature, shedding light on
the  statistically  significant  relationship
between the number of Master's degrees in
Theology and the employment of wellhead
pumpers. Our correlation analysis revealed
a  correlation  coefficient  approaching  0.9,
indicating  a  remarkably  strong  association
that  cannot  be  dismissed  as  mere
coincidence.  It  seems  that  the  wellhead
pumpers  and  theology  graduates  of  Ohio
are engaged in a divine waltz of correlation.

Our  findings  echo  the  lighthearted  yet
thought-provoking  discussions  initiated  by
previous  scholars,  emphasizing  the
potential  influence of  theological education
on vocational pursuits within the oil and gas
industry.  The  statistical  significance  of  the
observed  correlation  raises  captivating
questions about the underlying mechanisms
driving the connection between theological
pursuits and wellhead pumping careers. It's
almost  as  if  a  heavenly  force  is  guiding
theology graduates toward the humble yet
vital task of pumping oil in Ohio.

The visual representation of the correlation
through the scatterplot reinforces the solidity
of  our  findings,  offering  a  clear  and
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compelling  depiction  of  the  positive
relationship between theology degrees and
wellhead pumping employment. One might
even say the data points are aligned as if by
divine intervention.

In conjunction with prior literature, our study
lays the groundwork for future inquiries into
the  whimsical  and  often  inexplicable
connections  that  permeate  the  realms  of
education and employment. It highlights the
need for additional research to unravel the
underlying  factors  driving  this  unexpected
correlation, inviting scholars to approach the
subject matter with a hint of scholarly humor
and levity. After all,  the world of academia
could use a divine dose of light-heartedness
every  now  and  then.  We  have  indeed
witnessed a theological twist  in the tale of
vocational  correlations,  demonstrating  that
scholarly  pursuits  can  be  as  comically
whimsical  as  they  are  intellectually
enlightening.

In  summary,  our  research  has  provided
quantitative substantiation for the whimsical
yet  robust  correlation  between  theological
education  and  the occupation  of  wellhead
pumpers  in  Ohio,  adding  an  unexpected
and somewhat humorous dimension to the
discourse  on  education  and  vocational
labor.  Our  findings  may  prompt  the
contemplation of divine influence on career
choices,  all  while  inviting  a  lighthearted
perspective on the inexplicable connections
that  enliven  the  scholarly  pursuit  of
knowledge.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  has
illuminated  a  compelling  connection
between  the  number  of  Master's  degrees
awarded  in  Theology  and  religious
vocations and the employment of wellhead
pumpers  in  Ohio.  The  robust  positive
correlation,  akin  to  a  divine  revelation,

suggests  that  there  may  be  more  to  the
vocational  choices  of  individuals  in  the  oil
and  gas  industry  than  meets  the  eye.  It
appears that the theology graduates are not
just  well-versed in  scripture,  but  they also
seem  to  have  a  knack  for  "crude"
employment choices!

The  substantial  r-squared  value  and  the
statistically  significant  p-value  underscore
the strength and validity of this unexpected
relationship,  leaving  little  room  for  doubt
about  its  existence.  It's  almost  as  if  the
number of theology graduates is guiding the
wellhead pumpers towards their profession
with the gentle nudge of an invisible hand -
or perhaps, a divine pump.

In light of these findings, it seems that our
scholarly pursuit has not only shed light on
an  unanticipated  correlation  but  also
provided  a  lighthearted  glimpse  into  the
whimsical  ways  in  which  education  and
occupational labor may intertwine. After all,
who would have thought that theology and
wellhead  pumping  would  have  such  a
heavenly connection!

However,  scarcity  of  literature  aside,  you
probably didn't  expect that  there would be
enough  puns  to  reach  the  "well-head"!
Given the robustness and unusual nature of
the correlation uncovered in this study, it is
safe to say that further research in this area
is  not  necessary.  After  all,  we've  already
found  the  "pump"  factor  to  explain  this
divine connection!
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