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Abstract

This study examines the relationship between the number of bill collectors in California and the incidence 
of robberies in the United States. Using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the FBI Criminal 
Justice Information Services spanning from 2003 to 2022, we calculated a correlation coefficient of 
0.9091146 and a significance level (p) of less than 0.01. Our findings suggest a strong positive 
association between the two variables, indicating that an increase in the number of bill collectors in 
California is associated with a rise in the number of robberies nationwide. While the traditional perspective
may attribute this correlation to economic factors, our research digs deeper to uncover the intricate 
dynamic between debt collection and criminal activities. Our results, though surprising, provide compelling
evidence for a potential indirect effect of persistent collection calls on the perpetration of property crimes. 
In conclusion, our study sheds light on the curious correlation between debt collection activities in the 
Golden State and larcenous incidents across the country. However, further research is warranted to 
understand the underlying mechanisms driving this unexpected relationship and to explore the potential 
implications for crime prevention strategies.
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1. Introduction

     The relationship between debt collection
practices in California and the occurrence of
robberies  in  the  United  States  has  long
been a topic of interest among researchers

and  policymakers.  While  the  connection
may seem tenuous at first glance, our study
delves  into  the  entangled  web  of  debt
chasing  and  criminal  behavior  to  uncover
the  potential  impact  of  persistent  bill
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collectors  on  the  incidence  of  property
crimes.

     The state of California, often renowned
for  its  golden  sunshine  and  picturesque
coastlines,  also  boasts  a  robust  debt
collection  industry.  As  the  land  of
opportunity  for  both debtors and creditors,
California  provides  a  fertile  ground  for
investigating  the  curious  link  between  the
tenacious pursuit of outstanding debts and
the perpetration of safe robberies. 

     Despite being overshadowed by more
conventional  factors  such  as  economic
inequality  and  demographic  shifts,  the
influence of debt collection activities on the
prevalence  of  robberies  has  not  escaped
our discerning gaze. While this association
may seem far-fetched to the uninitiated, our
investigation  peels  back  the layers  of  this
peculiar  relationship  to  offer  a  fresh
perspective on the intersection of consumer
debt and criminal mischief.

     As we embark on this analytical journey,
the  intriguing  interplay  between  bill
collectors and burglars unravels before us,
presenting  a  conundrum  that  beckons  for
further exploration. Our endeavor seeks to
illuminate  this  uncharted  terrain  and
uncover  the  hidden  connections  between
these seemingly disparate domains.

2. Literature Review

     This  literature  review  presents  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  existing
research  on  the  connection  between  the
number  of  bill  collectors  in  California  and
the  incidence  of  robberies  in  the  United
States. The authors have scoured a range
of  scholarly  articles,  government  reports,
and  statistical  analyses  to  provide  a
thorough  understanding  of  this  intriguing
association.

     Smith  (2015)  explores  the economic
ramifications of debt collection practices and
their  potential  link to property crimes.  Doe

(2017)  examines  the  sociological
underpinnings of debt-related stress and its
effects  on  criminal  behavior,  while  Jones
(2019)  investigates  the  geographical
distribution of debt collection agencies and
their correlation with regional crime rates.

     Turning  to  non-fiction  literature,
"Debtocracy"  by  Papadimitriou  and
Caffentzis  (2011)  offers  a  critical
examination of debt collection practices and
their impact on societal well-being. Similarly,
"The Economics of Crime" by Becker (1968)
provides  a  theoretical  framework  for
understanding  the  relationship  between
economic activities and criminal behavior.

     In the realm of fiction, works such as
"The  Debt  Collector"  by  Amanda  Hocking
and "The Robbery" by Doug Magee (2006)
provide  fictional  accounts  that,  while  not
directly  related  to  the  subject  matter,
underscore  the  enduring  fascination  with
debt and crime in popular culture.

     Further  broadening  the  scope,  the
authors  have  also  conducted  an
unconventional  review,  drawing  insights
from  sources  such  as  mundane  Ancient
Aliens  episodes,  IKEA  assembly
instructions,  and  even  the  cryptic
hieroglyphics of CVS receipts. While these
sources  may  appear  tangential  at  first
glance,  their  diverse  perspectives  have
enriched the authors'  understanding of the
complex  interplay  between  debt  collection
activities and larcenous inclinations.

3. Our approach & methods

The  present  study  employed  a  rigorous
methodology  to  examine  the  correlation
between  the  number  of  bill  collectors  in
California and the incidence of robberies in
the United States.  Data on the number of
bill  collectors  in  California  were  obtained
from the Bureau of  Labor  Statistics,  while
the  incidence  of  robberies  in  the  United
States  was  derived  from the FBI  Criminal
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Justice  Information  Services.  The  data
spanned  from  2003  to  2022,  providing  a
comprehensive  timeframe  for  the
investigation  of  the  relationship  between
these variables.

To  establish  the  association  between  the
number  of  bill  collectors  in  California  and
the  incidence  of  robberies  in  the  United
States, a series of statistical analyses were
conducted.  Firstly,  a  Pearson  correlation
coefficient  was  calculated  to  quantify  the
strength  and  direction  of  the  relationship
between  the  two  variables.  The  analysis
revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9091146,  indicating  a  strong  positive
association  between  the  number  of  bill
collectors in California and the incidence of
robberies in the United States.

Furthermore,  a  significance  test  was
performed  to  assess  the  probability  of
obtaining  such  a  strong  correlation
coefficient by random chance. The p-value
obtained was less than 0.01, indicating that
the  observed  relationship  is  statistically
significant.  This  provides  compelling
evidence for the presence of a meaningful
association  between  the  variables  under
investigation.

In  addition  to  the  quantitative  analyses,  a
thorough  review  of  existing  literature  on
debt  collection  practices  and  crime trends
was conducted to contextualize the findings
within the broader scholarly discourse. This
comprehensive  approach  allowed  for  a
nuanced  interpretation  of  the  results  and
provided valuable insights into the potential
mechanisms  underlying  the  observed
association.

Moreover,  to  ensure  the  robustness  and
reliability of the findings, sensitivity analyses
were conducted to examine the stability of
the  observed  relationship  across  different
time  periods  and  subpopulations.  These
supplementary  analyses  confirmed  the
consistency of the association between the
number  of  bill  collectors  in  California  and

the  incidence  of  robberies  in  the  United
States, further strengthening the validity of
the study's conclusions.

Overall, the study's methodology combined
quantitative analyses with a comprehensive
review of the literature to provide a rigorous
investigation  of  the  relationship  between
debt  collection  activities  in  California  and
property  crimes  across  the  United  States.
The findings underscore the importance of
considering  unconventional  factors  in  the
study  of  criminal  behavior  and  offer  new
insights into the complex interplay between
debt  collection  practices  and  societal
dynamics.

The  above  approach,  though  dry,  is
intended  to  illustrate  the  thorough  and
detailed  methodology  employed  in  the
investigation of the relationship between the
number  of  bill  collectors  in  California  and
the  incidence  of  robberies  in  the  United
States.

4. Results

The analysis of the data collected from the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  the  FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information  Services
revealed a notable correlation between the
number  of  bill  collectors  in  California  and
the  incidence  of  robberies  in  the  United
States. Over the period from 2003 to 2022,
a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9091146  was
calculated,  with  an  r-squared  value  of
0.8264893 and p < 0.01, indicating a strong
positive  association  between  the  two
variables.

Through  rigorous  statistical  analysis,  our
study  provides  empirical  evidence  of  a
compelling  relationship  between  the
abundance of debt chasers in the sunshine
state  and  the  occurrences  of  robberies
across the nation. It appears that the pursuit
of  outstanding  debts  in  California  may
indeed  play  a  role  in  the  perpetration  of
property crimes in other parts of the country,
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unveiling  a  surprising  connection  between
financial pressures and criminal activities.

The  scatterplot  presented  in  Figure  1
depicts  the  strong  association  observed
between  the  number  of  bill  collectors  in
California and the frequency of robberies in
the  United  States,  further  bolstering  the
robustness  of  our  findings.  The  upward
trend  displayed  in  the  graph  visually
underscores the intriguing link between the
dogged  pursuit  of  debtors  and  the
incidences of larcenous activities, illustrating
a curious dynamic that defies conventional
wisdom.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These  results,  though  unexpected,  offer
valuable  insights  into  the  unexplored
relationship  between  debt  collection
practices  and  criminal  behavior.  While  the
causal  mechanisms  underlying  this
association warrant further investigation, our
study  sets  the  stage  for  a  nuanced
understanding  of  the  intricate  interplay
between  financial  pressures  and  illicit
activities.

In summary, our findings shed light on the
enigmatic correlation between the activities
of  debt  collectors  in  California  and  the
perpetration of property crimes nationwide,
challenging  established  perceptions  and
paving  the  way  for  future  research  to
unravel  the  complexities  of  this  intriguing
nexus.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  the  current  study  provide
compelling  evidence  for  a  positive
association  between  the  number  of  bill
collectors in California and the incidence of
robberies in the United States. Our results
align  with  previous  research  that  has
examined the potential  links between debt
collection  activities  and  criminal  behavior.
Smith's (2015) work, which delves into the
economic  ramifications  of  debt  collection
practices, is particularly relevant in light of
our findings. Similarly, Doe (2017) highlights
the  sociological  underpinnings  of  debt-
related  stress  and  its  effects  on  criminal
behavior,  offering  valuable  insights  that
resonate with the indirect effect of persistent
collection calls on property crimes revealed
by our study.

The analysis of the data has shown a strong
correlation, indicating that as the number of
bill  collectors in California increases,  there
is  a  corresponding  rise  in  the  number  of
robberies  nationwide.  This  unexpected
result challenges conventional wisdom and
underscores the complex interplay between
financial  pressures  and  criminal  activities.
While this association may seem surprising,
it  underscores  an  intriguing  dynamic  that
necessitates further investigation.

In addition to the scholarly work, it is worth
acknowledging the unconventional sources
cited  in  the  literature  review,  such  as
mundane Ancient Aliens episodes and IKEA
assembly  instructions.  While  initially
seemingly  tangential,  these  sources  have
enriched our understanding of the intricate
relationship  between  debt  collection
activities  and  larcenous  inclinations.  The
cryptic  hieroglyphics  of  CVS  receipts,  in
particular, have contributed to a multifaceted
perspective on the subject matter, reflecting
the  diverse  influences  that  shape  our
perception of this phenomenon.
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The upward trend depicted in the scatterplot
visually  underscores  the  intriguing  link
between the dogged pursuit of debtors and
the incidences of larcenous activities.  This
visual  representation  poignantly  captures
the  unexpected  nature  of  our  findings,
challenging  established  perceptions  and
paving  the  way  for  future  research  to
unravel  the  complexities  of  this  intriguing
nexus.

The current study has practical implications
for  crime  prevention  strategies  and  debt
collection  practices.  Understanding  the
potential indirect influence of debt collection
activities  on  property  crimes  can  inform
interventions  aimed  at  reducing  criminal
behavior.  Moreover,  our  findings  suggest
the need for  a nuanced approach to debt
collection  practices  and  their  potential
repercussions on societal well-being.

In conclusion,  our research sheds light on
the  enigmatic  correlation  between  the
activities of debt collectors in California and
the  perpetration  of  property  crimes
nationwide.  The unexpected nature  of  this
association underscores the need for further
exploration  to  untangle  the  intricate
mechanisms  driving  this  curious
relationship.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation has brought
to  the  fore  an  unexpected  and  intriguing
correlation  between  the  number  of  bill
collectors in California and the occurrences
of robberies across the United States. The
robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9091146
and a significance level (p) of less than 0.01
point  to  a  strong  positive  association
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables, defying conventional wisdom and
leaving  us  pondering  the  curious  dance
between  debt  collection  activities  and
criminal endeavors.

While the classic perspective might attribute
this  association  to  economic  motives,  our
findings  challenge  this  simplistic  view and
beckon  us  to  explore  the  convoluted
interconnection  between  the  pursuit  of
outstanding  debts  and  the  commission  of
property crimes. Indeed, it appears that the
persistent ringing of debt collectors' phones
may  set  off  a  chain  of  events  leading  to
larcenous  activities  in  far-flung  corners  of
the country, painting a picture of clandestine
cooperation between creditors and culprits.

Our  results,  while  eyebrow-raising,  offer
valuable  insights into the murky waters of
this  unexpected  relationship,  urging  us  to
untangle  the  web  of  debt  collection  and
illegal appropriations further. The scatterplot
in Figure 1 visually captures this bewildering
connection,  depicting  a  rising  tide  of
robberies in tandem with the swelling ranks
of bill collectors in the Golden State.

In unraveling this peculiar nexus, we have
shed  light  on  an  understudied  aspect  of
crime dynamics, but it is evident that further
research is indispensable to fully grasp the
intricacies  of  this  enigmatic  correlation.
Hence, we advocate for additional scholarly
pursuits to delve deeper into the underlying
mechanisms  orchestrating  the  bond
between debt  collection  crusades  and  the
perpetration of safe robberies.

In this vein, the veil shrouding the interplay
between  debt  collection  and  criminal
exploits remains only partially lifted, leaving
us tantalizingly  close to understanding the
clandestine  partnership  between  these
seemingly  incongruous  domains.
Nevertheless,  for  now,  we  can  confidently
assert that no further research is warranted
in  this  area,  as  the  mysteries  of  debt
collectors' influence on robberies have been
satisfactorily unraveled.
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