The Journal of Quirky Correlations in Modern Sports Economics
Copyleft 2024 by The Society for Eccentric Research Advancements (SERA)
Spuriously published by Tyler Vigen

Vol. 195, No. 24, 2024
ISSN 3598-1739/19/814.00
PII S5572-3710(5890)6189-4

Batter Up! Unearthing the Surprising Correlation Between
Bloomberg Money Stuff Articles on Bitcoin and the Average Age of

Batters for the Los Angeles Angels

Christopher Hart, Abigail Terry, Gemma P Truman

Ann Arbor, Michigan

This study delves into the intriguing interplay between financial news on cryptocurrency
and the average age of baseball players — a topic heretofore little explored, yet rife with
potential for far-reaching insights. By analyzing Bloomberg Money Stuff articles related to
bitcoin and the average age of batters for the Los Angeles Angels from 2014 to 2023, our
research team uncovered a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.9008320, with statistical
significance (p < 0.01). While the apparent link between these disparate domains raises
more questions than answers, it nevertheless raises eyebrows in academic, sports, and
financial circles alike. The implications of this unusual connection on both the world of
finance and sports are ripe for further investigation, and we endeavor to shed light on this

serendipitous discovery.

The realm of finance has always been a fertile
ground for speculation, much like a well-tended
garden of financial growth. The rise of
cryptocurrencies, particularly Bitcoin, has captured
the attention of investors, enthusiasts, and news
outlets alike. Concurrently, the world of sports,
specifically baseball, has perpetually intrigued
statisticians, scouts, and fans with its statistical
quirks and competitive dynamics. Beyond their
apparent differences, these two spheres may harbor
unsuspected synergies.

In this paper, we embark on a journey to unearth the
tantalizing correlation between Bloomberg's Money
Stuff articles on Bitcoin and the average age of
batters for the Los Angeles Angels. A correlation so
unexpected that it could make even the most
seasoned statistician raise an eyebrow—possibly
even two. To achieve this, we meticulously
scrutinized and analyzed data from 2014 to 2023 to

illuminate the relationship between these seemingly
unrelated domains.

This investigation aims to uncover the deeper
implications of such a correlation, bringing to light
the unexpected interconnectedness of two
seemingly distant worlds — akin to discovering a
hidden path in a dense financial and sporting jungle.
While some may find this association peculiar, we
approach it with a scientific curiosity and a sense of
wonder, much like a child discovering an
unexpected link between two disparate toys.

As we lay the groundwork for unraveling this
serendipitous discovery, we invite readers to join us
in this intellectual adventure, brimming with
statistical insights and the occasional gleam of
humor. So, fasten your seatbelts, dust off your
calculators, and let's embark on this unanticipated
journey to find out where Bitcoin and baseball
collide.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Smith et al. (2017)," the authors find that
articles related to Bitcoin in Bloomberg Money
Stuff exhibit a persistent influence on financial
markets, captivating the attention of investors and
financial analysts. Moreover, Doe and Jones (2018)
highlight the growing impact of cryptocurrency in
financial decision-making, showcasing a
widespread interest in  understanding the
complexities of this digital asset.

Moving from the world of finance to that of sports,
"Baseball Statistics" by Brown (2019) and "The
Science of Swing" by Miller (2020) shed light on
the statistical idiosyncrasies of baseball, with a
focus on player performance metrics. Interestingly,
"Moneyball" by Lewis (2003) delves into the
groundbreaking use of data analytics in baseball and
its impact on team management and player
recruitment.

Turning to the realm of fiction, "Cryptonomicon" by
Neal Stephenson and "Money: A Suicide Note" by
Martin Amis allude to financial intrigue and the
captivating allure of wealth, offering fictional
narratives that intertwine with the themes of finance
and digital currency.

In a cinematic context, films such as "Moneyball,"
which  showcases unconventional statistical
approaches in baseball, and "The Wolf of Wall
Street," a portrayal of excessive financial opulence,
albeit in a vastly different context, offer tangential
insights into the worlds of sports and finance.

As we navigate through this amalgamation of
academic literature, fictional accounts, and silver
screen depictions, we bring to the fore the
unexpected, the uncanny, and the whimsical. While
the initial foray into the correlation between
Bloomberg Money Stuff articles about Bitcoin and
the average age of batters for the Los Angeles
Angels may appear peculiar, we approach this
investigation with a spirit of unbridled curiosity,
akin to embarking on an unexpected adventure in
the heart of statistical and anecdotal discovery.

METHODOLOGY

To unravel the mysterious correlation between
Bloomberg Money Stuff articles on Bitcoin and the
average age of batters for the Los Angeles Angels,
our research team employed a multi-faceted
approach that would make a Swiss Army knife
blush with envy. We sourced our data from 2014 to
2023, a period during which Bitcoin rose from the
depths of obscurity to the heady heights of financial
intrigue, much like a phoenix ascending from the
ashes of fiat currencies.

First, we meticulously scoured Bloomberg articles
like ardent truffle hunters, seeking any mention of
Bitcoin within the confines of Money Stuff. We
then established a complex algorithm influenced by
a hybrid of quantum mechanics and the laws of
thermodynamics to quantify the sentiment and
frequency of Bitcoin references, because, as every
diligent  researcher = knows, the emotional
rollercoaster experienced when reading about
cryptocurrency is not to be underestimated.

On the other side of the diamond, we collected the
ages of the Los Angeles Angels' batters using
Baseball-Reference.com, carefully ensuring that we
didn't drop any data points like an uncaught fly ball.
Our procedures involved precision usually reserved
for neurosurgeons, as we aimed to capture the
essence of each player’s moment in time — much
like a sommelier captures the essence of a fine
wine, only with more statistics and fewer wine
stains.

With data in hand, we summoned the arcane powers
of statistical analysis, invoking the spirits of
Pearson and Spearman to guide our explorations.
Our mathematical rituals involved rigorous
calculations, reminiscent of the alchemists' ancient
quest to transmute base metals into gold, except in
our case, the gold took the form of correlation
coefficients and standard deviations rather than
shiny nuggets.

The culmination of our efforts resulted in a
correlation coefficient of 0.9008320, an impressive
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revelation in the annals of unexpected connections,
akin to finding a hidden treasure map in the attic — a
map that led us not to gold doubloons, but to
statistical significance (p < 0.01), which, as every
statistician knows, is its own form of treasure.

In summary, our methodology ventured into
uncharted territories, blending the precision of
surgical  techniques with the daring of
swashbuckling explorers. The results we unearthed
were nothing short of astonishing, much like finding
the elusive needle in a haystack — if that needle
were made of statistics and the haystack were the
vast expanse of the internet. And so, armed with
statistical rigor and a touch of whimsy, we present
these findings for the delight and contemplation of
the academic world.

RESULTS

The results of our analysis revealed a striking
correlation between the frequency of Bloomberg
Money Stuff articles about bitcoin and the average
age of batters for the Los Angeles Angels. Over the
course of the 2014-2023 period, we found a
correlation coefficient of 0.9008320, indicating a
strong positive relationship between the two
variables. This correlation was further supported by
an r-squared value of 0.8114982, signifying that
approximately 81% of the variability in batters'
average age can be explained by the frequency of
Bloomberg Money Stuff articles about bitcoin. With
a p-value of less than 0.01, the statistical
significance of this relationship is notable,
reinforcing the robustness of our findings.

In Figure 1, the scatterplot visually depicts this
compelling association, showcasing a clear pattern
that underscores the noteworthy correlation between
these seemingly disparate realms. The scatterplot,
much like a piece of abstract art, invites
contemplation and speculation, leaving room for
individual interpretation within the confines of
statistical significance.

This unexpected correlation paves the way for a
multitude of questions and theories, akin to

stumbling upon an enigmatic riddle at the
crossroads of finance and sports. While the cause-
effect relationship between Bloomberg's
cryptocurrency musings and the average age of
batters for the Angels remains elusive, the
documented correlation acts as a poignant reminder
that statistical surprises can often be found in the
most unlikely places.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These findings beckon further exploration and
analysis, inspiring researchers to delve deeper into
the underlying mechanisms and implications of this
unanticipated connection. The discovery of this
correlation serves as a testament to the
serendipitous nature of scientific inquiry and the
intrinsic humor that pervades the world of data
analysis. After all, who would have thought that the
trajectory of bitcoin commentary could bear any
relevance to the age dynamics of a baseball team?
As we unravel the mysteries behind this peculiar
association, we enthusiastically embrace the
perplexing and quirky elements that make the world
of research both fascinating and unpredictable.

DISCUSSION

The striking correlation unveiled in our study
between Bloomberg Money Stuff articles about
bitcoin and the average age of batters for the Los
Angeles Angels has electrified the academic
community with its unexpected implications. The
literature review evoked the whimsy of
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"Moneyball" and the intrigue of "Cryptonomicon,"
and their intersection in the correlation we
uncovered is a testament to the unpredictable nature
of scientific inquiry.

The findings of this research support the work of
Smith et al. (2017) and Doe and Jones (2018), who
underscored the profound impact of cryptocurrency
discourse on financial markets. Just as bitcoin-
related news has been known to captivate the
attention of investors and analysts, our results
suggest that it may also have a discernible influence
on the average age of baseball players.

Regarding the peculiar connection discovered
between Bloomberg Money Stuff articles about
bitcoin and the average age of batters for the
Angels, we see echoes of "Money: A Suicide Note"
by Martin Amis and its depiction of financial
intrigue. The unexpected correlation we uncovered
underscores the humorous element that pervades the
world of data analysis. After all, who would have
thought that the trajectory of bitcoin commentary
could bear any relevance to the age dynamics of a
baseball team?

This correlation, akin to an enigmatic riddle at the
crossroads of finance and sports, leaves ample room
for speculation and further investigation. The
uncanny relationship between these two disparate
domains beckons a deeper dive into the underlying
mechanisms driving this unexpected connection. As
we embrace the perplexing and quirky elements that
make the world of research both fascinating and
unpredictable, we look forward to unearthing
further insights from this serendipitous discovery.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has illuminated an
unforeseen correlation between Bloomberg Money
Stuff articles on bitcoin and the average age of
batters for the Los Angeles Angels, akin to finding
hidden treasure in an unexpected place. The striking
correlation coefficient of 0.9008320 signifies a
relationship as strong as a pitcher's arm on game
day. With a statistical significance of p < 0.01, the

validity of this connection is as clear as a home run
in the bottom of the ninth inning. The convergence
of these seemingly incongruous elements prompts
further inquiry, much like a tantalizing plot twist in
a suspenseful novel. As we close the pages of this
chapter on the intersection of cryptocurrency and
baseball age dynamics, we are met with an
unexpected denouement that leaves us both
perplexed and intrigued.

The implications of this fortuitous discovery echo
through the hallowed halls of academia, resonating
with the reverberating crack of a bat meeting a
fastball. While the cause-effect relationship between
these variables eludes us like a shifty slider, the
allure of this unexpected correlation calls for the
same level of meticulous scrutiny as an umpire's
discerning eye. In the grand tapestry of statistical
analysis, this unanticipated linkage stands out as a
colorful thread, weaving a narrative that captivates
our intellectual curiosity.

As we bid adieu to this peculiar pairing of finance
and sports, we do so with an air of finality, akin to a
game-ending double play. In the spirit of scholarly
rigor, we assert that no further research is required
in this area, for we have unearthed a correlation as
rare and delightful as a perfect game - a statistical
gem that, much like a well-kept secret, now rests in
the annals of academic research, awaiting its place
in the mythology of unexpected discoveries.
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