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Edith and Stocks: The Delta Connection

Claire Hall, Amelia Thompson, Gregory P Tucker

Center for Scientific Advancement

This research paper examines the curious correlation between the popularity of the first name "Edith" and the stock price of Delta Airlines (DAL) from 2008
to 2022. Utilizing data from the US Social Security Administration and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), we calculated a correlation coefficient of 0.9604000 and
p < 0.01, indicating a strong statistical relationship between the two seemingly unrelated factors. Our findings suggest that as the name "Edith" gains
popularity,  Delta Airlines'  stock price experiences corresponding fluctuations. We dive into the whimsical world of nomenclature and financial market
movements,  shedding light  on this  peculiar relationship and its potential  implications for investors and name enthusiasts  alike. This paper challenges
conventional wisdom and invites readers to ponder the unforeseen connections that may influence market dynamics.

Introduction

The intersection of nomenclature and financial market dynamics
has long been a subject of intrigue for researchers. In this study,
we delve into the enigmatic world of monikers and stock prices,
specifically  examining  the  curious  correlation  between  the
prevalence of the first name "Edith" and the stock price of Delta
Airlines (DAL) over a 14-year period. While some may view
this  as  an  unconventional  pairing,  our  analysis  reveals  a
statistically significant relationship between the two variables,
begging the question: what's in a name, and how does it relate to
airline stocks?

As the great bard once mused, "What's in a name? That which
we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet." Perhaps
he  was  on  to  something,  as  our  findings  suggest  that  the
popularity  of  the  name  "Edith"  may  indeed  carry  fragrant
implications  for  Delta's  stock  price  movements.  While  the
correlation coefficient of 0.9604000 may seem startling at first
glance, it is important to note that correlation does not imply
causation.  However,  the  statistical  significance with  p < 0.01
warrants  a  closer  examination  of  this  seemingly  whimsical
association.

It  is  worth  noting  that  our  research  approach  was  neither
haphazard nor arbitrary but rooted in rigorous methodology and
data analysis. By tapping into the extensive database of the US
Social Security Administration for name popularity trends and
harnessing the financial data from LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv),
we embarked on this investigative journey with utmost precision
and scholarly rigor. This is not just a "shot in the dark" or a "stab
in  the  air,"  but  a  carefully  orchestrated  exploration  of  the
unexpected ties  that  may ripple  through the fabric  of  market
dynamics.

As we traverse this academic terrain, we challenge conventional
paradigms and  embrace  the  uncharted  territory  of  unforeseen
connections. Names, like stocks, endure fluctuations and trends
over time, and our study stands as a testament to the curious and

captivating  tapestry  that  intertwines  human nomenclature  and
financial  markets.  So,  dear  reader,  fasten  your  seatbelt  and
prepare  for  a  flight  of  discovery  through  this  uncharted
confluence  of  nomenclature  and  finance.  The  journey  ahead
promises to be as entertaining and enlightening as a captivating
in-flight movie, though hopefully with fewer pretzels.

Review of existing research

The  concept  of  names  and  their  potential  impact  on  various
aspects of life has been the subject of interdisciplinary inquiry.
Smith  (2015)  explored  the  societal  trends  and  preferences  in
nomenclature,  shedding  light  on  the  enduring  appeal  of
traditional  names  in  a  contemporary  context.  Likewise,  Doe
(2018)  delved  into  the  psychological  implications  of  name
popularity,  uncovering  the  subtle  but  profound  influence  of
nomenclature on individual perceptions and behavior.

Moving  into  the  realm  of  financial  markets,  Jones  (2020)
conducted a comprehensive analysis of the factors influencing
airline  stock  prices,  emphasizing  the  multifaceted  nature  of
market movements and the intricate web of variables at  play.
These serious scholarly endeavors lay the groundwork for our
own investigation into the correlation between the prevalence of
the  first  name  "Edith"  and  the  stock  price  of  Delta  Airlines
(DAL).

Venturing  into  the  world  of  non-fiction  literature,
"Freakonomics"  by  Steven  D.  Levitt  and  Stephen  J.  Dubner
(2005)  presents  an  eclectic  exploration  of  unexpected
connections  and  phenomena,  setting  the  stage  for  our
unconventional inquiry. In a similar vein, "Blink" by Malcolm
Gladwell  (2005)  delves  into  the  subconscious  influences  that
shape decision-making processes, inspiring our contemplation of
the  subconscious  impact  of  name  popularity  on  market
dynamics.
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Transitioning into the realm of fiction, the classic novel "Pride
and Prejudice" by Jane Austen (1813) weaves a narrative that
mirrors the societal nuances associated with naming conventions
and  their  implications,  albeit  in  the  context  of  19th-century
England. On a more contemporary note, the enchanting tale of
"The Name of the Wind" by Patrick Rothfuss (2007) immerses
readers  in  a  world  where  names  hold  potent  significance,
captivating  our  imagination  and  nudging  us  to  consider  the
mystical allure of nomenclature.

As  we  strive  to  maintain  scholarly  rigor,  it  is  essential  to
acknowledge  the  unconventional  sources  that  have  subtly
shaped our perspective. In a bold departure from tradition, our
literature  review  extends  to  the  uncharted  territory  of
unconventional  inspiration,  including  the  contemplation  of
profound wisdom found on the backs of shampoo bottles and the
whispered secrets of fortune cookies. While these sources may
evoke  lighthearted  amusement,  they  symbolize  the  whimsical
spirit that infuses our exploration of the unexpected connections
between names and stock prices.

In the spirit of scholarly inquiry, we invite readers to embark on
this whimsical journey with an open mind and a keen sense of
whimsy,  embracing  the  unforeseen  correlations  that  may  lie
hidden  beneath  the  veil  of  statistical  analysis.  Our  literature
review serves as a testament to the lighthearted exploration of
unexpected connections, challenging convention and embracing
the delightful unpredictability of academic inquiry.

Stay tuned for the revelatory journey ahead, as we untangle the
enigmatic "Edith and Stocks: The Delta Connection."

Procedure

To embark on the whimsical yet rigorous journey of uncovering
the mysterious connection between the popularity  of  the first
name "Edith" and the stock price of Delta Airlines (DAL), we
employed an array of data collection and analysis methods that
would make even the most stoic statistician crack a smirk. Our
approach, though not as fantastical as a unicorn sighting, was
certainly  a  departure  from  the  mundane  paths  of  traditional
research.

Data Collection:

We combed through the vast expanses of the internet, traversing
the digital landscape with the tenacity of an explorer in search of
buried  treasure.  Utilizing  data  primarily  from  the  US  Social
Security  Administration  and  LSEG  Analytics  (Refinitiv),  we
harnessed the power of name popularity statistics and financial
market  data  to  paint  a  comprehensive  picture  of  our  two
seemingly unrelated variables.  It's worth noting that while we
may  have  embarked  on  a  virtual  treasure  hunt,  our  data
collection methods adhered to the time-tested principles of data
integrity and reliability, leaving no stone unturned in our pursuit
of scholarly excellence.

Statistical Analysis:

Once we had amassed a treasure trove of data,  our statistical
analysis  process  resembled  a  carefully  choreographed  dance
between numbers, coefficients, and p-values. We calculated the

correlation coefficient with the meticulous precision of an artist
wielding  a  delicate  brush,  revealing  a  striking  coefficient  of
0.9604000  that  left  us  with  a  sense  of  awe  comparable  to
witnessing the Northern Lights for the first time. Further, the p-
value  of  less  than  0.01  served  as  a  beacon  of  statistical
significance, guiding us through the labyrinthine maze of data
analysis with utmost confidence.

Control Variables:

In our pursuit of unveiling the captivating correlation between
the  ebb  and  flow  of  name  popularity  and  stock  price
fluctuations, we also took into account various control variables
that  could potentially  sway our  findings astray.  While  it  may
seem like maneuvering through a storm of variables akin to a
ship navigating treacherous waters, we meticulously controlled
for external factors such as market trends, economic indicators,
and  celestial  movements  (just  kidding  about  the  celestial
movements, but who knows what effect the stars may have on
stock prices?).

Interdisciplinary Lens:

Our  research  journey  also  involved  donning  the  cap  of
interdisciplinary exploration,  merging  the realms of  sociology
and  finance  into  a  harmonious  symphony  of  inquiry.  By
embracing the multifaceted nature of our study, we transcended
the  traditional  boundaries  of  academic  inquiry,  elevating  our
research from a mere data  analysis  endeavor to  a  captivating
tapestry of interconnected disciplines.

In conclusion, our methodology, while firmly grounded in the
bedrock of scholarly rigor, also embraced the spirit of adventure
and curiosity,  much like a  dedicated scientist  with a  flair  for
whimsy.  With  our  data  collection,  statistical  analysis,
consideration of control variables, and interdisciplinary lens, we
set sail on the uncharted waters of name popularity and stock
prices,  inviting  readers  on  a  journey  through  the  captivating
confluence  of  human  nomenclature  and  financial  market
fluctuations.

Findings

The correlation analysis revealed a striking relationship between
the popularity of the first name "Edith" and the stock price of
Delta Airlines (DAL) over the period from 2008 to 2022. The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9604000  indicates  a  near-perfect
positive linear relationship between the two variables. It's as if
Edith and Delta's stock price were doing a synchronized dance,
possibly to the beat of a catchy stock market jingle.

The calculated r-squared of 0.9223682 further emphasizes the
strength  of  this  relationship,  suggesting  that  approximately
92.24% of the variability in Delta's stock price can be explained
by the popularity of the name "Edith." This statistic certainly
adds weight to the argument that Edith's popularity is more than
just a nominal influence in the stock market world - it's a leading
lady in the DAL stock saga.

At  the  0.01  significance  level,  the  p-value  reinforces  the
robustness of this correlation, indicating the unlikelihood of this
relationship  occurring  by  chance.  It's  not  a  coincidence  -  it's
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statistical  fate,  akin  to  two  star-crossed  variables  destined  to
move in harmony.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

For a visual representation of this striking association, refer to
Figure  1,  which  showcases  a  scatterplot  depicting  the
compelling  correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the  name
"Edith" and Delta Airlines' stock price. This scatterplot is more
than  just  a  visual  aid;  it's  a  snapshot  of  the  whimsical
intertwining of nomenclature and market movements, a mural of
statistical  significance  that  would  make  any  data  enthusiast
swoon.

The results of this analysis not only add a feather in the cap of
statistical  correlations  but  also  shed  light  on  the  intriguing
relationship  between  the  naming  trends  and  stock  market
performance. It's not every day that researchers uncover such a
captivating connection, and here we stand, having unearthed a
correlation that not only defies convention but also opens the
door to a curious realm of possibilities.

Discussion

The striking correlation unearthed in our analysis between the
popularity  of  the first  name "Edith"  and Delta  Airlines'  stock
price (DAL) from 2008 to 2022 aligns with and builds  upon
prior research in seemingly unexpected ways. Our findings add a
whimsical  twist  to  the  serious  world  of  statistical  analysis,
highlighting  the  notion  that  even  the  most  unconventional
variables can waltz hand in hand through the dance of academic
inquiry.

Dipping  into  the  literature  review,  the  psychological
implications of name popularity, as delved into by Doe (2018),
take on tangible significance in our study.  The intriguing link
uncovered between the prevalence of  "Edith" and DAL stock
prices provides a delightful validation of the subtle but profound
influence of nomenclature on market dynamics. It's almost as if
the market is whispering, "What's in a name? A lot, apparently!"

Furthermore, Jones (2020) emphasized the multifaceted nature
of market movements, and our research enriches this perspective
by unveiling the enchanting harmony between the name "Edith"
and the ebb and flow of DAL stock prices. It's like discovering a

hidden  refrain  in  the  symphony  of  financial  markets  –  a
whimsical melody that adds an unexpected layer of depth to the
realm of market analysis.

Venturing  into  the  uncharted  territory  of  the  unconventional
sources  that  shaped  our  perspective,  our  findings  serve  as  a
tribute  to  the  lighthearted  exploration  of  unexpected
connections, elevating fortune cookies from mere confectionary
items to cryptic whispers of statistical fate. It's a reminder that
sometimes,  the  most  profound  insights  can  emerge  from the
most whimsical of inspirations.

Our study not only reinforces the robustness of the correlation
between the prevalence of  "Edith"  and DAL stock prices  but
also  underscores  the  captivating  relationship  between
nomenclature and market performance. It's a reminder that even
in  the  serious  world  of  financial  analysis,  there's  room  for
enchantment and the unexpected. As we invite readers to ponder
the unforeseen connections that may influence market dynamics,
the enigmatic tale of "Edith and Stocks: The Delta Connection"
continues to unfold, adding a whimsical touch to the canvas of
academic inquiry. Keep calm and carry on, dear readers, as we
navigate this peculiar landscape of statistical serendipity.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has unearthed a captivating correlation
between the popularity of the name "Edith" and the stock price
of Delta Airlines (DAL) that defies traditional expectations. Just
as  Ediths  throughout  history  have  left  their  mark  in  various
spheres, from literature to finance, our findings suggest that this
moniker holds sway over market dynamics in its own unique
way.

While the statistical significance of our results may seem like a
bit of a statistical anomaly, it's clear that the name "Edith" isn't
just  another  statistical  outlier  -  it's  a  statistical  standout,  a
statistical "Edith" if you will. The strong correlation coefficient
and r-squared value serve as a testament to the influence of this
age-old name on the stock price movements of Delta Airlines,
like a guiding star in the financial constellation.

Our results  beckon us to  reevaluate  the subtle  yet  significant
impact of nomenclature on market trends. This isn't just a wild
goose chase or a flight of fancy; it's a compelling revelation that
calls for further exploration. Perhaps, in the future, we may see a
surge of Edith-themed stock market  memes,  or  possibly even
Edith-themed  investment  strategies.  The  possibilities  are  as
boundless as the statistical sea.

As we bid adieu to this study, it is important to emphasize that
correlation does not imply causation. However, the allure of this
peculiar correlation invites further investigation into the hidden
influences that may shape market dynamics. And as we embrace
the  serendipitous  discoveries  within  data,  it's  essential  to
approach the unexpected with scholarly curiosity and a dash of
whimsy, just as one might approach a flight delay with a good
sense of humor and a willingness to dive into that back pocket
airplane magazine for the umpteenth time.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry, it is our fervent hope that future
researchers  will  continue  to  explore  the  intersection  of
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unconventional  variables  and market  movements.  In  our  final
analysis, we assert with unwavering conviction that no further
research is needed in this domain. After all, when it comes to the
correlation between the name "Edith" and Delta Airlines' stock
price, we've already hit the statistical jackpot.
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