
Journal of Quirky Political and Automotive Studies Copyleft 2024 by The Society for Empirical Political Analysis and Automotive Research (SEPAA)
2024, Vol. 182, No. 8, 811-839 S6203-3119(5780)3013-9 DOI: 18.4637/633850924226

Driven by Politics: The Correlation between Libertarian Votes in Nevada
and Automotive Recalls by Porsche

Chloe Hall, Alice Terry, Grace P Tompkins

Global Innovation University

This study delves into the seemingly incongruous connection between the voting behavior of Nevada residents in support of Libertarian candidates for
Senate positions and the frequency of automotive recalls issued by the prestigious manufacturer, Porsche. By harnessing data from the MIT Election Data
and Science  Lab,  Harvard Dataverse,  and the  US Department  of  Transportation,  our  research team uncovered a  perplexing correlation  coefficient  of
0.8765091 and p < 0.01 for the years spanning from 1976 to 2018. The statistical analysis presented in this paper highlights unusual patterns in the dynamics
between political preferences and luxury automotive safety concerns. So, buckle up as we navigate through the unexpected intersection of politics and
Porsches!

The  correlation  between  political  leanings  and  automotive
quality  is  a  road  less  traveled  in  the  realm  of  research.
Nonetheless,  our  investigation  zooms  in  on  this  uncharted
territory  to  shed  light  on  the  curious  relationship  between
Libertarian votes for Senators in Nevada and automotive recalls
issued  by  Porsche.  One  might  say  we  are  veering  into
unorthodox  territory,  but  strap  in,  because  the  findings  are
guaranteed to rev up your interest.

The backdrop of this study involves the fierce battleground of
Nevada  politics,  where  Libertarian  candidates  vie  for  Senate
positions amidst the desert dust. Meanwhile, on the other end of
the  spectrum,  the  prestigious  manufacturer,  Porsche,  operates
within the high-speed lanes of luxury automotive engineering.
Here, these seemingly disparate domains converge in a statistical
collision  of  ideologies  and  engineering  prowess,  posing  a
conundrum that fuels our academic curiosity.

As academics navigating through the maze of data and statistical
analyses, we cannot help but appreciate the irony of “driving”
statistical  findings  from  the  realm  of  automotive  safety  and
political expression. Much like Porsche’s sports cars, statistical
correlation coefficients and p-values serve as our trusty steeds as
we navigate the twists and turns of our research journey. 

In this paper, we unveil the unexpected intersection of political
preferences and luxury automotive safety concerns, showcasing
the  peculiar  dance  between  Libertarian  voting  patterns  and
Porsche’s  recalls.  Together,  let's  embark  on  this  intellectual
joyride  through  the  peculiar  lanes  of  data  analysis  and  the
highways of humorous correlations.

Review of existing research

The  connection  between  Libertarian  votes  in  Nevada  and
automotive recalls issued by Porsche has captured the attention
of scholars and researchers alike, spawning a diverse array of
studies  that  have  attempted  to  unpack  this  perplexing
correlation.  Smith  (2015)  elucidates  the  complex  political
landscape of Nevada, shedding light on the historical trends of
Libertarian support in Senate elections. In a similar vein, Doe
(2017)  delves  into  the  intricacies  of  automotive  recalls,
highlighting the economic and safety implications for luxury car
manufacturers.  Jones  (2019)  examines  the  intersection  of
political ideology and consumer behavior, offering insights into
how political leanings may influence product perceptions.

Turning the pages from this serious scholarship to more light-
hearted  musings,  "Drive:  The  Surprising  Truth  about  What
Motivates  Us" by Daniel  H.  Pink uncovers  the psychological
underpinnings  of  motivation  and  human  behavior,  offering  a
fresh  perspective  on  the  drivers  of  political  choices  and
consumer  preferences.  On  a  fictional  note,  the  classic  "The
Great  Gatsby" by F.  Scott  Fitzgerald provides a  lens into the
opulent  world  of  luxury  and  excess,  drawing  parallels  to  the
allure of Porsche’s automotive craftsmanship.

Venturing  further  into  unexpected  sources  of  inspiration,  a
review  of  cartoons  and  children's  shows  reveals  intriguing
insights into the dynamics of power and freedom, with beloved
characters like Speed Racer and Lightning McQueen embodying
themes of individualism and speed – qualities that resonate with
both political ideologies and automotive engineering.

It  is  within  this  eclectic  fabric  of  literature  and  cultural
references that our inquiry into the curious correlation between
Libertarian votes in Nevada and Porsche recalls finds both depth
and levity, as we navigate the uncharted terrain of academia with
a playful spirit and a dash of humor.
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Procedure

To unravel the enigmatic correlation between Libertarian votes
in Nevada and the issuance of automotive recalls by Porsche,
our  research  team  embarked  on  a  data-driven  escapade  that
would  make  even  the  most  daring  statistician  buckle  their
seatbelt.  We  merged  data  from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science  Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the  US  Department  of
Transportation,  creating  a  roadmap  of  information  spanning
from 1976 to 2018. With this treasure trove of data in hand, we
navigated  through  the  wild  terrain  of  statistical  analysis,
employing a mix of bivariate correlation and regression analyses
to  detangle  the  unexpected  connections  between  political
preferences and automotive safety concerns.

The  first  pit  stop  in  our  methodological  adventure  involved
wrangling and harmonizing the diverse datasets, akin to coaxing
an  unruly  collection  of  race  cars  onto  a  synchronized  track.
Once  the  datasets  were  aligned,  we  revved  up  our  statistical
engines,  computing  the  Pearson  correlation  coefficient  to
quantify the degree of association between Libertarian votes for
Senators in Nevada and the incidence of automotive recalls by
Porsche. With the correlation coefficient in tow, we cruised into
the  realm  of  regression  analysis,  constructing  a  model  that
encapsulated  the  intricate  interplay  of  political  factors  and
automotive safety.

Not content with merely scratching the surface of this uncanny
correlation, we unpacked this relationship further by conducting
subgroup analyses based on election years, vehicle models, and
political  landscapes,  painting  a  detailed  mosaic  of  the
interwoven  variables.  Our  methodological  journey  was  not
without  its  swerves  and  detours,  as  we  grappled  with  the
complexities  of  endogeneity  and  confounding  variables,
navigating through the statistical traffic to isolate the essence of
the Libertarian-Porsche nexus.

It is important to note that our research methodology, much like
a  meticulously  engineered  race  car,  adhered  to  rigorous
standards  of  statistical  significance  and  methodological
transparency.  We  treated  our  data  with  the  precision  of  a
seasoned pit  crew, ensuring that each statistical  inference and
observed correlation was a result of meticulous analysis rather
than sheer coincidence.

As  we  skid  through  the  analysis  section  ahead,  fasten  your
seatbelts and brace for the intriguing revelations that lay ahead
in our study of the unexpected symphony between politics and
Porsches.

Findings

The  statistical  analysis  revealed  a  strong  positive  correlation
between  Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in  Nevada  and
automotive  recalls  issued  by  Porsche  for  the  years  spanning
from 1976 to  2018.  The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8765091
indicated  a  robust  relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  variables,  suggesting  that  there  may  be  more  than
meets the eye in the intersection of politics and Porsches.

Furthermore,  the  r-squared  value  of  0.7682683 indicated  that
approximately  76.83%  of  the  variation  in  automotive  recalls

issued  by  Porsche  can  be  explained  by  the  variation  in
Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in  Nevada.  This  substantial
proportion underscores the unexpected nature of the connection
between  political  preferences  and  luxury  automotive  safety
concerns.

The p-value of < 0.01 demonstrated that the observed correlation
was  highly  statistically  significant,  further  solidifying  the
validity  of  our  findings.  It  appears  that  the  intriguing
relationship  between  Libertarian  votes  and  Porsche  recalls
cannot be dismissed as mere coincidence.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig.  1  showcases  the  scatterplot  graphically  representing  the
pronounced correlation between Libertarian votes for Senators
in Nevada and automotive recalls issued by Porsche. The tight
clustering  of  data  points  in  the  scatterplot  emphasizes  the
compelling  nature  of  the  relationship,  inviting further  inquiry
into the underlying mechanisms at play.

Overall, our findings present a compelling case for the entwined
fate of political choices and automotive safety in the realm of
Nevada's  Libertarian  leanings  and  Porsche's  engineering
endeavors. These results not only shed light on the unexpected
nexus of politics and Porsches but also spark contemplation on
the intricate web of connections that permeate our world.

Discussion

The  results  of  our  study  unearth  a  fascinating  correlation
between  Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in  Nevada  and  the
frequency of automotive recalls issued by Porsche.  While the
connection initially  appears as  incongruous as mixing oil  and
water, our findings affirm the existence of a robust relationship
between these seemingly disparate variables.

From  the  scholarly  standpoint,  our  results  bolster  the  prior
research that has delved into the complex landscape of political
preferences and consumer behavior. Smith's (2015) illumination
of  historical  trends  in  Libertarian support  in  Nevada's  Senate
elections  finds  resonance  in  our  study,  as  we  observed  a
substantial correlation that underscores the enduring impact of
political leanings on consumption patterns. Indeed, it seems that
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libertarian attitudes trickle down like motor oil, lubricating the
gears of automotive safety concerns.

Beyond the traditional  confines of  literature,  our  study draws
inspiration from unconventional sources, such as Doe's (2017)
exploration  of  automotive  recalls.  Our  results  bring  a  light-
hearted  twist  to  Doe's  serious  examination,  underscoring  the
playful spirit  of academic inquiry as we navigate through the
labyrinthine roads of research. Additionally, our findings tease
out  parallels  with  Daniel  H.  Pink's  "Drive"  and  F.  Scott
Fitzgerald's "The Great Gatsby," illuminating the intersection of
political  ideology,  consumer choices,  and the allure  of luxury
automobiles,  which  seems  to  drive  the  political  compass  in
Nevada.

In the vein of unorthodox inspiration, our study resonates with
the musings of cartoon characters Speed Racer and Lightning
McQueen, for they embody the qualities of individualism and
speed – qualities that  reverberate  with both political  ideology
and  automotive  craftsmanship.  Thus,  the  unexpected
convergence of political and automotive realms is not merely a
product of empirical observation but a whimsical excursion into
the  symbiotic  dance  between  serious  scholarship  and  playful
exploration.

Our  findings  not  only  confirm  the  unexpected  correlation
between Libertarian  votes  in  Nevada  and  Porsche  recalls  but
also invite a deeper contemplation of the interwoven fabric of
political  choices  and  automotive  safety  concerns.  As  we
navigate  this  uncharted  terrain  of  academia,  steering  through
statistical twists and turns, our study stands as a testament to the
whimsical nature of research – a journey that takes us from the
serious  rigors  of  analysis  to  the  playful  exuberance  of
unexpected discoveries.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has navigated through the intriguing
intersection  of  political  proclivities  and  automotive  recalls,
revealing  a  correlation  that  revs  up  the  engine  of  statistical
curiosity. The road we traveled was fraught with the unexpected
twists and turns of data analysis, but we emerged victorious with
a correlation coefficient that's as strong as a luxury sports car's
horsepower.  It's  safe  to  say that  this  correlation  is  not  just  a
statistical  glitch  –  it's  a  full-blown  "political  horsepower"
phenomenon!

The r-squared value of 0.7682683 demonstrates that a whopping
76.83% of the variance in Porsche recalls can be attributed to the
ebbs  and  flows  of  Libertarian  votes  in  Nevada.  It's  as  if  the
libertarian spirit is fueling a turbocharged engine of automotive
recalls! And let's not forget the p-value – it's smaller than the
chances of finding a parking spot at a crowded shopping mall on
Black  Friday,  underscoring  the  undeniable  statistical
significance of our findings.

Fig. 1 beautifully encapsulates the relationship between politics
and Porsches, painting a picture that's as captivating as a sleek
sports  car  on  an open road.  The tightly  clustered  data  points
reinforce the robustness of this correlation, leaving no room for
doubt that something truly fascinating is at play here.

As we shift gears toward the finish line, it's clear that no further
research is needed in this area. Our study has not only unveiled
the  unexpected  nexus  of  political  preferences  and  luxury
automotive safety concerns but also sparked contemplation on
the intricate web of connections that permeate our world.  So,
let's  park  this  research  in  the  annals  of  statistical  curiosities,
knowing that we've taken a joyride through a peculiar lane of
scientific inquiry that will be fondly remembered in the archives
of academia.
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