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In this  study,  we  harnessed the  power of  internet  culture  and data  analytics  to
explore the connection between the viral 'i don't always' meme and online interest in
'Numberphile'.  Leveraging Google  Trends data from 2006 to 2023,  our research
team uncovered a striking correlation coefficient  of  0.9412246 and a statistically
significant p-value of less than 0.01. Our findings suggest a compelling relationship
between the two seemingly unrelated phenomena, shedding light on the intricate
web of internet humor and curiosity. While the famous Dos Equis spokesman may
not have explicitly endorsed mathematical explorations, our results hint at a curious
link between his enigmatic proclamations and the quest for numerical knowledge.
This investigation reinforces the notion that internet memes,  like a good dose of
humor,  have  the  power  to  engage  and  inspire  interest  in  unexpected  domains,
leaving researchers with perhaps more questions than answers.

The interplay between internet  memes and
societal  trends  has  become  a  subject  of
burgeoning interest in recent years. With the
ever-evolving  landscape  of  online  culture,
researchers  have  sought  to  unravel  the
mysteries behind the virality and impact of
these  digital  phenomena.  In this  study,  we
delve  into  the  enigmatic  realm  of  internet
memes, focusing specifically on the 'i don't
always'  meme,  and  explore  its  potential
connection  to  online  searches  for
'Numberphile'.  The  juxtaposition  of  these
two seemingly disparate entities has led to

intriguing  speculation,  prompting  us  to
embark on this investigative endeavor.

The 'i  don't  always'  meme,  popularized by
its  humorous  and  often  absurd  captions
overlaid  on  the  image  of  the  suave  Dos
Equis spokesman, has permeated the digital
sphere with its witty and relatable musings.
Meanwhile,  the  curiosity-inducing
'Numberphile'  channel  on  YouTube  has
garnered  a  dedicated  following  seeking  to
unravel  the  mysteries  of  mathematics.  Our
research  aims  to  untangle  the  web  of

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



correlations between the propagation of this
meme  and  the  intellectual  quest  for
numerical  enlightenment,  and  to  ascertain
whether  there  exists  a  meaningful
intersection between the two.

While one might initially assume that the 'i
don't always' meme and 'Numberphile' exist
in disparate spaces within the digital realm,
our  preliminary  observations  hint  at  a
potential connection that piques the curiosity
of both internet enthusiasts and researchers
alike.  As  we  embark  on  this  quest  for
understanding,  we  anticipate  uncovering
insights  that  traverse  the  boundaries  of
humor and intellectual curiosity, helping to
illuminate  the  intricate  ways  in  which
internet  culture  and  scholarly  pursuits
intertwine.

In  the  following sections,  we elaborate  on
the  methodology  employed  in  our
investigation, present the empirical findings
derived from our data analysis, and discuss
the implications of our discoveries. Through
this  rigorous  exploration,  we  aim  to
contribute to the understanding of the deeper
workings of internet culture and its impact
on  knowledge  dissemination  and
engagement.  So,  grab  your  metaphorical
magnifying glass and join us on this journey
through the interconnected realms of memes
and mathematical curiosity! We promise it'll
be a "meme-orable" experience.

Prior research

To contextualize  our  investigation  into  the
correlation between the popularity of the 'i
don't always' meme and Google searches for
'Numberphile',  we  begin  our  literature
review with a  survey of  relevant  scholarly
studies. Smith and Doe (2016) conducted a
rigorous  analysis  of  internet  memes  and

their  impact  on  online  search  behavior,
noting  that  memes  have  the  potential  to
influence  user  engagement  with  varied
content.  In  a  similar  vein,  Jones  (2018)
explored the interconnected nature of digital
humor  and  intellectual  pursuits,  shedding
light on the subtle ways in which seemingly
unrelated online phenomena can intersect.

Transitioning  to  the  broader  landscape  of
cultural  phenomena,  "Viral  Cultures:  How
Memes,  Kittens,  and  Emojis  are  Rewiring
Our  World"  by  Johnson  (2019)  offers  a
comprehensive  examination  of  the  societal
impact of internet memes, albeit  without a
direct focus on mathematical inquiries.  On
the  other  hand,  "The  Golden  Ratio:  The
Story of Phi, the World's Most Astonishing
Number" by Livio (2002) provides insights
into  the  allure  of  mathematical  concepts,
which  could  potentially  intersect  with  the
audience of 'Numberphile' and the ethos of
the 'i don't always' meme.

Expanding  our  purview  beyond  academic
literature, let us reflect on the fictional realm
for a moment. In "The Hitchhiker's Guide to
the Galaxy" by Adams (1979), the enigmatic
and humorously philosophical nature of the
'i don't always' meme finds a semblance of
kinship  with  the  whimsical  musings
encountered  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.
Furthermore,  the juxtaposition of absurdity
and  intellectual  curiosity  in  "Alice's
Adventures  in  Wonderland"  by  Carroll
(1865) bears an uncanny resemblance to the
inherent duality of the 'i don't always' meme
and  the  scholarly  endeavors  of
'Numberphile' enthusiasts.

Moreover, in our perusal of digital archives
and  social  media  discourse,  a  tweet  by
@Memelord42  surfaces,  provocatively
musing,  "What  if  the  Dos  Equis  guy  was
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secretly  a  math  buff?  #ConspiracyTheory
#Numberphile".  While  the authenticity  and
veracity of such conjectures remain dubious,
the tweet serves as a poignant reminder of
the imaginative tangents that emerge in the
cultural  discourse  surrounding  memes  and
their unforeseen connections.

In  wrapping  up  this  literature  review,  we
acknowledge the nuanced and multifaceted
cultural phenomena at play, intertwined with
the  humor  and  intellectual  pursuits  that
characterize both the 'i don't always' meme
and  'Numberphile'.  These  explorations  set
the  stage  for  our  empirical  investigation,
where  we  delve  into  the  quantitative
underpinnings  of  the  perceived  correlation
between these digital domains.

Approach

Data Collection:

The  primary  aim  of  this  study  was  to
scrutinize the correlation between the 'i don't
always' meme's popularity and the frequency
of  Google  searches  for  'Numberphile'.
Leveraging the vast expanse of the internet,
we utilized  Google  Trends  as  our  primary
data  source  due  to  its  comprehensive
coverage  of  search  queries.  The  data
spanned from 2006 to 2023, encompassing a
wide  spectrum  of  internet  trends  and
inquiries. Our team performed rigorous data
collection and cleaning procedures, ensuring
that  the  datasets  were  devoid  of  any
extraneous  noise  or  spurious  fluctuations.
Despite the digital ocean of data, we treaded
carefully  to  sift  through  the  myriad  of
internet  musings  to  extract  the  essence  of
our research inquiry.

Correlation Analysis:

To  untangle  the  multifaceted  relationship
between  the  'i  don't  always'  meme  and
'Numberphile'  searches,  we  harnessed  the
prowess of statistical analyses. Through the
implementation of complex algorithms and
mathematical  computations,  we  calculated
the correlation coefficient between the two
variables.  Employing  nuances  of  cross-
correlation  functions  and  time-series
analysis, we endeavored to unveil the hidden
patterns and latent connections that underpin
the perplexing interplay of  internet  memes
and  mathematical  curiosity.  With  bated
breath  and  caffeinated  determination,  we
delved into the depths of statistical software,
allowing it to crunch numbers and reveal the
empirical  bond  between  these  seemingly
unrelated domains.

Statistical Significance:

In our pursuit of scientific rigor, we sternly
scrutinized the statistical significance of the
observed correlation. Employing hypothesis
testing  and  bootstrapping  techniques,  we
aimed  to  ascertain  the  veracity  of  our
findings.  Our quest for a p-value less than
0.01  led  us  down  the  winding  road  of
confidence  intervals  and  probability
distributions,  culminating  in  a  statistical
verdict  that  tantalizingly  affirmed  the
substantial  association  between the  'i  don't
always'  meme and 'Numberphile'  searches.
As we immersed ourselves in the statistical
nitty-gritty,  the  interplay  of  humor  and
mathematics  danced  before  our  very  eyes,
evoking  both  awe  and  chuckles  in  equal
measure.

Robustness Checks:

To  fortify  the  validity  of  our  results,  we
conducted  a  battery  of  robustness  checks
and sensitivity analyses. From bootstrapping
the  data  to  conducting  Monte  Carlo

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



simulations, we subjected our findings to a
battery  of  challenges,  much  like  a  knight
dueling  with  statistical  uncertainties.  Our
intention was steadfast – to ensure that the
knightly  correlation  we unearthed  was  not
merely a mirage in the digital desert, but a
steadfast  bond  forged  in  the  crucible  of
internet humor and intellectual curiosity.

Results

     Our study revealed a remarkably strong
positive  correlation  between the  popularity
of  the  'i  don't  always'  meme  and  Google
searches  for  'Numberphile'  over  the  period
from  2006  to  2023.  The  correlation
coefficient of 0.9412246 indicates a highly
significant  association  (p  <  0.01)  between
the two variables, while the r-squared value
of  0.8859037  suggests  that  approximately
88.59% of  the  variability  in  'Numberphile'
searches can be explained by the variability
in  the  prevalence  of  the  'i  don't  always'
meme.  These  findings  provide  compelling
evidence  for  an  intriguing  relationship
between  internet  meme  trends  and
intellectual  pursuits,  shedding  light  on  the
interconnectedness  of  online  humor  and
educational curiosity.

     Figure 1 depicts a scatterplot illustrating
the  robust  correlation  between  the  'i  don't
always'  meme and 'Numberphile'  searches.
The plot demonstrates a clear pattern, with
an upward trend suggesting a simultaneous
increase in the popularity of the meme and
the level of interest in mathematical content,
as  represented  by  searches  for
'Numberphile'.  It's  almost  as  if  the  Dos
Equis spokesman's enigmatic statements are
enticing  individuals  to  seek  out
mathematical  enlightenment,  proving  that
even the most unexpected pairings can share

a  common  thread  in  the  vast  tapestry  of
internet culture.

     The implications of our findings extend
beyond  the  realm  of  mere  statistical
numbers. This connection between a popular
meme  and  academic  curiosity  hints  at  the
potential influence of humor on intellectual
exploration,  challenging  the  traditional
boundaries  of  online  entertainment  and
educational  content.  The  Dos  Equis
spokesman  may  have  never  explicitly
mentioned  the  wonders  of  number  theory,
but  our  results  suggest  that  his  cryptic
declarations may have inadvertently sparked
an  interest  in  mathematical  investigations
among  internet  users.  As  we  unravel  the
intricate dynamics at play, we are reminded
of the sheer unpredictability and whimsy of
internet  culture,  where  even  the  most
frivolous  of  memes  can  sow  the  seeds  of
intellectual inquisitiveness.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

     Our  investigation  highlights  the
symbiotic  relationship  between  humor  and
knowledge-seeking behaviors,  underscoring
the  multifaceted  impact  of  internet  memes
on  digital  engagement.  The  unlikely
correlation we have uncovered serves  as  a
testament  to  the  captivating  interplay
between  seemingly  unrelated  facets  of
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online discourse, leaving us to marvel at the
serendipitous connections that emerge in the
ever-evolving landscape of internet culture.
Indeed,  the  Dos  Equis  spokesman's  "most
interesting man in the world" persona may
have unwittingly also become the unofficial
ambassador  for  mathematical  fascination.
This discovery fuels our enthusiasm to delve
deeper into the whimsical world of internet
phenomena  and  their  unforeseen
consequences,  urging  us  to  approach  our
research  endeavors  with  a  healthy  dose  of
humor and an open mind.

Discussion of findings

The results of our study provide compelling
evidence  for  a  strong  positive  correlation
between the popularity of the 'i don't always'
meme  and  Google  searches  for
'Numberphile',  underscoring  the  intriguing
interconnectedness  of  internet  humor  and
intellectual  pursuits.  Our  findings
corroborate prior research by Smith and Doe
(2016), as well as Jones (2018), who hinted
at the potential influence of memes on user
engagement with diverse content. Moreover,
the whimsical musings encountered in "The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" by Adams
(1979) parallel the enigmatic nature of the 'i
don't  always'  meme, reinforcing the notion
that  seemingly  disparate  phenomena  can
intersect  in  unexpected  ways.  The
serendipitous  relationship  we  have
uncovered  between  a  viral  meme  and
academic curiosity sparks a playful sense of
wonder,  reminiscent  of  the  imaginative
tangents  ubiquitous  in  online  cultural
discourse.

Beyond the statistical realm, our results hint
at  the  Dos  Equis  spokesman's  inadvertent

role  as  an  ambassador  for  mathematical
fascination,  sparking an interest  in  number
theory  among  internet  users.  While  Dos
Equis may not overtly endorse mathematical
inquiries,  it  appears  that  the  perplexing
allure  of  his  proclamations  has  led
individuals  to  seek  out  numerical
enlightenment, lending a touch of whimsy to
the  pursuit  of  scholastic  stimulation.  It
seems that the Dos Equis spokesman's "most
interesting  man  in  the  world"  persona has
taken  on  a  new  dimension,  becoming  an
unlikely advocate for intellectual curiosity.

 

This  investigation  highlights  the
unpredictability  and  whimsy  of  internet
culture,  where  even  the  most  frivolous  of
memes  can  sow  the  seeds  of  intellectual
inquisitiveness.  The unexpected  correlation
we have uncovered between a popular meme
and academic curiosity reinforces the notion
that  online  entertainment  and  educational
content are not mutually exclusive,  hinting
at  the  potential  influence  of  humor  on
knowledge-seeking  behavior.  Thus,  our
research endeavors have been imbued with a
healthy dose of humor and an open mind, as
we navigate the ever-evolving landscape of
internet  culture  and  its  unforeseen
consequences.

Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  unveils  a
compelling correlation between the meteoric
rise  of  the  'i  don't  always'  meme  and  the
burgeoning  interest  in  'Numberphile',
indicating  a  noteworthy  interplay  between
internet  humor  and  intellectual  curiosity.
The  robust  statistical  evidence  we  have
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amassed reinforces the idea that seemingly
unrelated digital phenomena can coalesce in
unexpected  ways,  akin  to  the  fusion  of
unassuming  elements  in  a  whimsical
chemical reaction.  Our findings underscore
the influence of online humor on the pursuit
of knowledge, prompting a reevaluation of
the  traditional  demarcations  between
leisurely  entertainment  and  scholarly
exploration.

The  insights  gleaned  from  this  study  not
only  illuminate  the  captivating  dance  of
internet  memes  and  academic
inquisitiveness but also underscore the need
for  interdisciplinary  perspectives  in
unraveling  the  mysteries  of  online  culture.
As we bid adieu to this particular avenue of
inquiry,  buoyed  by  the  revelatory
discoveries we have made, we are reminded
of  the  ever-rippling  effects  of  internet
phenomena and the uncontainable nature of
intellectual  contagion.  The  Dos  Equis
spokesman's  suave  declarations,  once
confined to mere entertainment, now linger
in the digital  ether  as inadvertent  catalysts
for mathematical wonderment, exemplifying
the whimsy of internet culture.

It is with a sense of fulfillment and a dash of
wonder  that  we cautiously  declare  that  no
further  research  is  necessary  in  this
particular  domain,  accepting  that  even  the
most  improbable  of  connections  can  hold
valuable  insights.  And with that,  we leave
the 'i don't always' meme and 'Numberphile'
to  continue their  peculiar  tête-à-tête  in  the
annals of internet lore, forever intertwined in
the  digital  landscape as  a  testament  to  the
peculiar  and  unpredictable  nature  of  viral
phenomena.
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