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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the peculiar relationship between the proliferation of the 'Maps Without 
New Zealand' meme and kerosene utilization in El Salvador, shedding light on an unexplored correlation. 
Leveraging data from Google Trends and the Energy Information Administration, a correlation coefficient 
of 0.8485735 and p < 0.01 from 2006 to 2021 was observed, highlighting a surprisingly robust 
association. The findings of this study not only reveal an unexpected nexus between a whimsical internet 
phenomenon and a critical energy source but also illuminate the need for further examination of 
seemingly unrelated trends. This research contributes to the scholarly discourse by adding a lighthearted 
ripple to the traditionally serious waters of academic inquiry.
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1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The  intersection  of  popular  culture
and  empirical  data  has  always  been  an
intriguing area of study. In recent years, the

proliferation of internet memes has brought
new opportunities for researchers to explore
unconventional  connections.  One  such
enigmatic  relationship  that  has  piqued  the
interest  of  scholars  is  the  correlation
between the popularity of the 'Maps Without
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New  Zealand'  meme  and  kerosene
consumption  in  El  Salvador.  While
seemingly  unrelated  at  first  glance,  this
unexpected  linkage  presents  a  fascinating
case  study  of  the  interconnectedness  of
seemingly disparate phenomena.

Simultaneously,  these  topics  raise
an  eyebrow,  as  they  pose  a  riddle  to  the
scientific  community.  The  'Maps  Without
New Zealand'  meme has  been  circulating
on  the  internet  with  amusing  regularity,
drawing  attention  to  the  absence  of  New
Zealand  on  world  maps.  Meanwhile,  El
Salvador, a small Central American nation,
has  shown  a  noteworthy  reliance  on
kerosene as a source of  illumination.  It  is
reasonable  to  wonder:  could  there  be  a
hidden  correlation  between  the  two,  or  is
this merely an amusing coincidence in the
vast tapestry of global societal trends?

Leveraging data from Google Trends
and the Energy Information Administration,
this  study  undertakes  a  quantitative
investigation  into  the  potential  linkage
between  the  aforementioned  meme  and
kerosene usage in El Salvador. The aim is
not  only  to  shed  light  on  this  unexpected
correlation but also to add a touch of levity
to the often austere landscape of academic
research.  In  doing  so,  this  research
endeavors to both enlighten and entertain,
offering a nontraditional perspective on the
seemingly  mundane  tapestry  of  societal
phenomena.

2. Literature Review

The scholarly discourse on the fascinating
and  unexpected  nexus  between  the
popularity  of  the  'Maps  Without  New
Zealand' meme and kerosene consumption
in El Salvador has, until recently, remained
largely  uncharted.  However,  recent
endeavors have sought to shed light on this
curious correlation, offering unique insights
that both entertain and enlighten.

In  "Smith  et  al.,"  the  authors  find  a
compelling  relationship  between  internet
memes  and  societal  trends,  emphasizing
the  potential  for  seemingly  incongruous
phenomena  to  exhibit  unexpected
connections. Similarly, the work of Doe et al.
illuminates  the  role  of  popular  culture  in
shaping consumer behaviors, hinting at the
possibility  of  a  deeper  interplay  between
humorous  internet  content  and  energy
consumption patterns.

Expanding  the  scope  of  inquiry  beyond
traditional  academic  sources,  "Economic
Implications  of  Memes"  explores  the
broader  impact  of  internet  memes  on
consumer  behavior,  raising  intriguing
questions  about  the  potential  influence  on
the demand for kerosene in specific regions.
Furthermore,  "Energy Dynamics in Central
America"  provides  a  comprehensive
overview  of  energy  usage  patterns  in  the
region, laying the groundwork for a nuanced
examination of kerosene consumption in El
Salvador.

Turning to fictional accounts that might offer
a whimsical parallel to our inquiry, "Mystery
of the Missing Island" and "A World Without
Bounds"  invite  readers  into  speculative
narratives that playfully mirror the absence
of New Zealand on world maps, evoking a
sense of intrigue and amusement. While not
directly related to empirical research, these
literary works serve as a playful  backdrop
for  our  investigation  into  the  unexpected
relationship between a lighthearted internet
meme and a critical energy source.

Moreover,  social  media  platforms  have
emerged as intriguing sources of anecdotal
evidence,  with  posts  such  as  "Can't  Find
New Zealand on the Map? Use Kerosene!"
and "The Illuminating Link Between Memes
and Energy Consumption" offering amusing
yet  thought-provoking  perspectives  on  the
potential  interplay  between  internet  humor
and  practical  energy  usage.  While  these
informal sources do not constitute empirical
evidence,  they  contribute  to  the  broader
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conversation  surrounding  the  playful  yet
compelling association under examination.

In summary, the emerging literature offers a
blend  of  serious  inquiry  and  lighthearted
speculation, setting the stage for a nuanced
exploration  of  the  unexpected  correlation
between the  'Maps  Without  New Zealand'
meme  and  kerosene  utilization  in  El
Salvador.

3. Our approach & methods

The  dataset  for  this  study  was  primarily
sourced from Google Trends, capturing the
relative search interest in the 'Maps Without
New  Zealand'  meme  from  2006  to  2021.
The  Google  Trends  data  allowed  for  the
assessment of the meme's popularity over
time, serving as a whimsical yet informative
gauge  of  its  cultural  impact.  Furthermore,
data  on  kerosene  consumption  in  El
Salvador  was  obtained  from  the  Energy
Information  Administration,  covering  the
same time frame. This information provided
valuable  insight  into  the  utilization  of
kerosene as a source of illumination in the
specific context of El Salvador.

To establish a quantitative linkage between
the 'Maps Without New Zealand' meme and
kerosene  consumption  in  El  Salvador,  a
series  of  convoluted  and  humorous
analytical  techniques  were  employed.
Firstly,  the  relative  search  interest  for  the
meme  was  compared  to  the  kerosene
consumption  data,  using  time-series
analysis  methods.  This  approach  allowed
for the identification of potential correlations
and  patterns  in  the  fluctuations  of  meme
popularity and kerosene usage. 

Additionally,  a  perplexing  exploratory  data
analysis  technique,  affectionately  dubbed
the  "Meme-O-Meter,"  was  concocted  to
measure  the  intensity  of  internet  memes
within  a  given  timeframe.  The  Meme-O-
Meter  took  into  account  the  frequency  of
meme  references  across  various  online

platforms,  assigning  a  numerical  value  to
the  cultural  impact  of  the  'Maps  Without
New Zealand' meme. This metric was then
juxtaposed with kerosene consumption data
using a specially designed "Illuminometer,"
a  pun-laden  measurement  tool  crafted  to
gauge  the  brightness  of  the  correlation
between the two variables.

Furthermore,  a  lighthearted  approach  was
embraced  through  the  implementation  of
sentiment analysis algorithms to assess the
overall mood surrounding the 'Maps Without
New  Zealand'  meme  and  its  potential
influence  on  kerosene  utilization.  This
whimsical  sentiment  analysis  approach,
playfully  named  "Meme-timent  Analysis,"
sought  to  capture  the collective  emotional
response  evoked  by  the  meme  and  its
implications  for  energy  consumption  in  El
Salvador.

Importantly, methodological limitations such
as the inherently elusive nature of internet
memes  and  the  idiosyncratic  factors
influencing  kerosene  usage  in  a  specific
cultural  context  were  duly  acknowledged.
Embracing  the  randomness  and
unpredictability of internet phenomena, the
research team approached the analysis with
both  diligence  and  a  sense  of  humor,
recognizing the playful ambiguity inherent in
the chosen subject matter.

Overall,  the  methodological  approach
adopted in this study aimed to fuse rigorous
quantitative  analysis  with  a  lighthearted
exploration  of  cultural  phenomena,
exemplifying  the  integration  of  academic
inquiry with a tinge of humor.

4. Results

The examination of the relationship between
the  surge  in  the  popularity  of  the  'Maps
Without New Zealand' meme and kerosene
consumption  in  El  Salvador  yielded  some
illuminating  findings.  The  data  analysis
revealed  a  strong  positive  correlation  of
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0.8485735  between  the  two  variables,
indicating  a remarkably  robust  connection.
Additionally, the coefficient of determination
(r-squared)  of  0.7200770  suggests  that
approximately  72%  of  the  variance  in
kerosene  usage  can  be  explained  by  the
fluctuation  in  the  online  interest  in  the
meme. The statistical significance (p < 0.01)
further  bolsters  the  credibility  of  this
unexpected association.

The scatterplot depicted in Figure 1 visually
encapsulates  the  compelling  correlation
between  the  two  variables,  showcasing  a
clear,  upward  trajectory  that  mirrors  the
growing enthusiasm for the meme alongside
the increasing kerosene consumption in El
Salvador.  The  figure  serves  as  a  striking
visual  testament  to  the  unanticipated
alignment  of  these  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena, adding a touch of levity to the
otherwise sober realm of empirical analysis.

These  results  not  only  underscore  the
surprisingly compelling relationship between
the whimsical allure of internet memes and
the practicality of kerosene usage but also
emphasize  the  need  for  further
interdisciplinary  exploration  of
unconventional  associations.  This  study
contributes  to  the  scholarly  discourse  by
shedding  light  on  this  unexpected  nexus
and casting a quirky spotlight on uncharted
territories  within  the  realm  of  empirical
research.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  this  study  provide
compelling empirical evidence in support of
the  prior  research  that  has  hinted  at  the
intriguing interplay between the surge in the
popularity  of  the  'Maps  Without  New
Zealand' meme and kerosene consumption
in  El  Salvador.  The  robust  positive
correlation  of  0.8485735  reaffirms  the
unexpected  connection  between  these
seemingly disparate phenomena, endorsing
the  proposition  put  forth  by  Smith  et  al.
regarding  the  potential  for  seemingly
incongruous  trends  to  exhibit  surprising
associations.  The statistical  significance (p
< 0.01) further bolsters the credibility of this
curious  nexus,  echoing  the  sentiments
expressed  by  Doe  et  al.  and  their
exploration  of  the  influence  of  popular
culture on consumer behaviors. The study's
coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)  of
0.7200770  also  aligns  with  the  notion
espoused  by  "Economic  Implications  of
Memes,"  emphasizing  the  substantial
explanatory  power  of  internet  content  on
consumer choices, including energy-related
consumption patterns.

Moreover,  while  the  literature  review
playfully alluded to fictional accounts, such
as "Mystery of  the Missing Island" and "A
World  Without  Bounds,"  the present  study
has  delved  into  the  realm  of  tangible
empirical data and demonstrated a tangible
link between a lighthearted internet  meme
and  a  critical  energy  source.  The  visual
appeal  and  communicative  power  of  the
scatterplot presented in Figure 1 serve as a
whimsical  yet  compelling  testament  to  the
unexpected  convergence  of  the  'Maps
Without  New  Zealand'  meme's  popularity
and kerosene consumption in El Salvador,
echoing  the  whimsical  yet  thought-
provoking  perspectives  offered  by  social
media posts such as "The Illuminating Link
Between  Memes  and  Energy
Consumption."
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In  conclusion,  this  study  adds  a  touch  of
levity to the traditionally serious landscape
of scholarly inquiry while shedding light on
the uncharted  territories  of  unconventional
associations.  The  unexpected  nexus
between the  'Maps  Without  New Zealand'
meme  and  kerosene  utilization  in  El
Salvador  not  only  encourages
interdisciplinary  exploration  but  also
exemplifies  the  potential  for  serendipitous
discoveries  in  the  most  unlikely  of
connections.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  the  findings  of  this  study
illuminate  a  notably  robust  correlation
between  the  proliferation  of  the  'Maps
Without New Zealand' meme and kerosene
consumption  in  El  Salvador.  The
unexpectedly  strong  positive  association,
highlighted by the correlation coefficient  of
0.8485735,  underscores  the  intriguing
interconnectedness of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena. It  is clear that while one may
be  searching  for  New  Zealand  on  maps,
Salvadorans  have  been  searching  for
illumination  through  kerosene,  creating  an
unconventional dance of interests.

The visual representation of the correlation
in  the  scatterplot  serves  as  a  whimsical
addition  to  the  serious  world  of  data
analysis,  demonstrating  the  unexpected
alignment  of  these  disparate  elements.  It
appears  that  while  the  meme  may  be
leaving  New  Zealand  off  the  map,  it  is
certainly not leaving the energetic spotlight
of El Salvador.

This research not only adds a lighthearted
ripple to the traditionally  serious waters of
academic inquiry but also underscores the
need  for  further  examination  of  seemingly
unrelated trends. However, it is argued that
no more research is needed in this area - as
the  saying  goes,  sometimes  the  most
unexpected  connections  are  the  most
illuminating,  and this  study has truly  shed

light on an uncharted and delightfully quirky
territory.
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