
Python Pursuits and Prolonged Presentations:
Probing the Pairing of 'how to learn python'
Google Searches with SciShow Space Video

Length

Caroline Henderson, Austin Turner, Gloria P Thornton

Institute of Advanced Studies

Discussion Paper 5758

January 2024

Any opinions expressed here are those of the large language model (LLM) and not those of
The  Institution.  Research  published  in  this  series  may  include  views  on  policy,  but  the
institute itself takes no institutional policy positions.

The  Institute  is  a  local  and  virtual  international  research  center  and  a  place  of
communication  between  science,  politics  and  business.  It  is  an  independent  nonprofit
organization  supported  by  no  one  in  particular.  The  center  is  not  associated  with  any
university but offers a stimulating research environment through its international network,
workshops  and  conferences,  data  service,  project  support,  research  visits  and  doctoral
programs. The Institute engages in (i) original and internationally competitive research in all
fields  of  labor  economics,  (ii)  development  of  policy  concepts,  and (iii)  dissemination of
research results and concepts to the interested public. 

Discussion Papers are preliminary and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of
such a paper should account for its provisional character, and the fact that it is made up by

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



a  large  language  model.  A  revised  version  may  be  available  directly  from the  artificial
intelligence.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Discussion Paper 5758

January 2024

ABSTRACT

Python Pursuits and Prolonged Presentations: Probing the Pairing of
'how to learn python' Google Searches with SciShow Space Video

Length

In this study, we unravel an unparalleled link between popular internet searches and the
length of educational videos regarding the enigmatic expanse of space. Our research
team seized  the  opportunity  to  delve  into  the  correlation  between  the  frequency of
Google searches for 'how to learn python' and the average duration of SciShow Space
videos on YouTube. By employing data from Google Trends and YouTube, we discerned
a conspicuous correlation coefficient of 0.9744466 and p < 0.01 for the period spanning
from 2014 to 2023. Our findings substantiate that as the curiosity in learning the Python
programming  language  soared,  the  astronomic  attraction  to  SciShow Space  videos
lengthened in a peculiar parallel. It seems that as individuals sought to expand their
coding  capabilities,  they  concurrently  craved  a  cosmic  comprehension,  evidently
engrossed  in  both  stellar  syntax  and  Python  programming.  This  correlation  could
prompt  us  to  consider  whether  the  burgeoning  pursuit  of  programming  proficiency
propels  a  propensity  for  prolonged  perusal  of  planetary  presentations.  Perhaps,
"Python" could very well unlock the "pith" of space exploration! (Apologies, the dad joke
generator is on the fritz, but you can count on me for some "stellar" puns along the
way!)

Keywords:

'how to learn python' Google searches, SciShow Space videos, correlation, Python programming 
language, YouTube, educational videos, space exploration, programming proficiency, Google 
Trends, data analysis, Python coding, astronomical interest, cosmic comprehension
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I. Introduction

As the digital age unfolds, the daily pursuits of the internet populace reveal fascinating insights 

into the collective curiosities and preoccupations of our times. The convergence of technology 

and individual aspirations has paved the way for examining the interplay between seemingly 

unrelated interests. In this study, we embark on a quest to unravel the intricate web woven 

between the burgeoning interest in learning the Python programming language and the magnetic 

allure of SciShow Space videos on YouTube. 

It has long been known that the internet serves as a window to the global mind, a tool for 

understanding the burning questions and eclectic interests of the human race. Thus, when a 

distinct correlation emerged between the frequency of Google searches for 'how to learn python' 

and the average length of SciShow Space videos, our curiosity was piqued! This discovery 

presented an intriguing opportunity to explore the potential interrelationship between the desire 

to master a programming language and the fascination with the cosmic expanse. As we delved 

into the data, it became evident that this connection was no mere happenstance; the correlation 

offered an astronomical revelation of its own!

Say, did you hear about the astronaut who stepped on a piece of gum? He got stuck in orbit! 

Speaking of orbit, we noticed that the correlation coefficient between 'how to learn python' 

searches and SciShow Space video length was a staggering 0.9744466. One might say it was a 

cosmic connection of cosmic proportions! This robust correlation, coupled with a statistical 

significance of p < 0.01, left us astounded and eager to further explore the intricacies at play.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Our findings raise a plethora of questions and spark numerous contemplations. Could it be that 

the pursuit of Python proficiency ignites a parallel yearning for astronomical understanding? 

Perhaps as individuals endeavor to decipher the intricacies of coding, they also harbor a 

subconscious craving for unraveling the mysteries of the universe. It seems learning Python has 

become synonymous with seeking the python of the universe!

Now, we must tread carefully and recognize the limitations of our correlation. While we have 

established a compelling statistical connection, causation remains an enigma yet to be unraveled.

Nevertheless, this correlation, much like constellations in the night sky, invites us to ponder the 

cosmic confluence of coding and cosmic comprehension.

In the subsequent sections, we delve into an in-depth analysis of the data, exploring the temporal 

trends and potential driving forces behind this intriguing alliance between Python pursuits and 

prolonged presentations of celestial marvels. So, buckle up, as we embark on an intellectual 

odyssey that aims to shed light on the intertwining of seemingly disparate realms. After all, as 

astronomers would attest, the universe is known to harbor a fair share of unexpected connections 

and celestial surprises!

II. Literature Review

The investigation of the correlation between the frequency of Google searches for 'how to learn 

python' and the average length of SciShow Space videos has been a topic of interest in recent 

academic inquiries. Smith et al. (2016) recognized the escalating popularity of the Python 

programming language and its implications for educational pursuits. Furthermore, Jones and Doe
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(2018) shed light on the increasing engagement with science-themed content on digital 

platforms. Amidst this scholarly discourse, the whimsical interplay between Python pedagogy 

and cosmic curiosity has remained curiously unexplored.

Let's not forget that time is relative - especially when you're watching a slow-paced astronomy 

documentary. It seems that as the Google searches for 'how to learn python' proliferated, the 

duration of SciShow Space videos stretched along, elongating like a lazy asteroid on a collision 

course with your attention span. One might say that as Python enthusiasts sought to wrangle with

coding conundrums, they found themselves gravitating towards the gravitational pull of the 

cosmos - talk about a universal appeal!

In the spirit of parallel pursuits, it is reminiscent of the age-old question: what do you get when 

you cross a python with the cosmos? A universal scripter! This correlation presents an 

opportunity to contemplate whether mastering Python sets the stage for an extended engagement 

with astronomical narratives. Could it be that understanding the intricacies of programming 

primes one for unearthing the secrets of the universe? It's a thought as tantalizing as the prospect 

of finding life on Mars.

The duality of Python proficiency and pondering the profundity of the cosmos raises questions 

deeper than a black hole. Could it be that these endeavors are entwined in a cosmic dance, a 

celestial symphony orchestrated by algorithms and astronomical anomalies? It's a hypothesis as 

compelling as the theory of relativity, one that beckons us to peel back the layers of the universe 

and delve into the cosmic comedy of errors and exceptions.

Turning the pages of 'Astrophysics for People in a Hurry' by Neil deGrasse Tyson and 'Automate 

the Boring Stuff with Python' by Al Sweigart, one is tempted to draw parallels between the 
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intrigue of the cosmic expanse and the intricacies of coding. As the gravitational force of Python 

tutorials pulls individuals toward coding commands, the cosmic allure tugs them toward celestial

quandaries. It's like having a dual subscription to Codecademy and NASA's Astronomy Picture 

of the Day - talk about double trouble!

In scrolling through social media hashtags like #PythonUniverse and #SpaceCodingConfessions,

anecdotal narratives emerge, depicting the hilarious predicaments of individuals caught between 

debugging Python scripts and pondering the quirks of quasars. One post humorously quipped, "I 

just spent 10 hours debugging my Python code and then binge-watched 5 hours of space 

documentaries. Coincidence? I think not!" It seems that the cosmic forces of programming and 

cosmology are in a compelling tug of war, leaving individuals in a binary star system of code-

cracking comedy.

From scholarly pursuits to zany space tales, the correlation between 'how to learn python' 

searches and SciShow Space video length beckons us to contemplate the cosmic choreography at

play. As we tiptoe through the galaxies of Python tutorials and journey through the far reaches of 

space lectures, it's clear that the universe has a grand sense of humor, intertwining pithy 

programming and profound presentations in an inexplicably goofy and cosmic dance.

In the sections that follow, we venture into a captivating analysis of temporal trends and potential

driving forces behind this peculiar partnership, unraveling the enigmatic threads that bind Python

pursuits and prolonged astronomical ponderings. After all, in the cosmic comedy of errors, one 

cannot help but marvel at the unexpected connections and delightful surprises that unite Python 

programmers and cosmic explorers in an exhilarating expedition through the digital universe!
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III. Methodology

To uncover the celestial correlations between Google searches for 'how to learn python' and the 

average length of SciShow Space YouTube videos, our research team engaged in a robust and 

rigorous methodology. With the ambition of extracting meaningful insights from the digital 

cosmos, we harnessed data from Google Trends and YouTube, spanning a substantial period 

from 2014 to 2023.

Our first celestial stop: Google Trends. Our analysts meticulously tracked and recorded the 

frequency of searches for 'how to learn python' on Google. We observed the ebb and flow of this 

digital quest for programming prowess over the years, seeking to ascertain its potential impact on

the unfolding cosmic tapestry. Of course, we couldn't help but note the 'pythonic' persistence in 

these searches - a fitting nod to the inquisitive spirit of the Python programming community.

Continuing our voyage through the digital nebula, we arrived at YouTube, where the captivating 

cosmic chronicles of SciShow Space awaited us. Here, we meticulously analyzed the average 

length of each SciShow Space video, seeking to discern any peculiar patterns that might align 

with the undulating trajectory of 'how to learn python' searches. Our intrepid journey through the

labyrinth of YouTube's algorithm unveiled a treasure trove of data, ripe for exploration and 

analysis.

Now, to sustain that data crunch, we called upon the celestial powers of statistical analysis to 

untangle this enthralling enigma. We calculated the correlation coefficient and tested for 

statistical significance with the fervor of astronomers seeking to unveil the secrets of distant 

galaxies. It's worth noting that our statistical arsenal served as a cosmic compass, guiding us 
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through the celestial expanse of data to establish a robust framework for understanding this 

unexpected alignment.

On a more personal note, one might say that navigating this cosmic deluge of data was akin to 

charting a course through a cosmic quasar, where every twist and turn revealed new insights and 

unexpected revelations. It was an odyssey filled with data-driven marvels and celestial 

astonishments, offering an expedition unlike any other.

As with any astronomical endeavor, it is essential to acknowledge the limitations of our 

methodology. While our approach sought to honor the spirit of scientific inquiry, we remain 

mindful of the complexities inherent in correlational studies. Our findings are a testament to the 

captivating nature of digital explorations, yet they also beckon further celestial scrutiny as we 

continue to unravel the entwined narratives of 'how to learn python' searches and cosmic 

contemplations.

IV. Results

Our team's analysis of the correlation between Google searches for 'how to learn python' and the 

average length of SciShow Space videos on YouTube yielded fascinating results. Over the period

from 2014 to 2023, we found a remarkably strong Pearson correlation coefficient of 0.9744466, 

indicating a near-perfect positive linear relationship between the two variables. The coefficient of

determination (r-squared) was calculated to be 0.9495462, signifying that a staggering 94.95% of

the variation in SciShow Space video length can be explained by the frequency of searches for 
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'how to learn python.' This correlation was also found to be highly significant, with a p-value of 

less than 0.01.

Fig. 1 showcases the impressive correlation we identified. As you can see, the scatterplot vividly 

illustrates the tight clustering of data points around the upward-sloping line, highlighting the 

strength of the association between the variables. One might say that these results truly bring 

new meaning to the phrase "Python's ecosystem."

It's clear that the allure of Python programming and the cosmic content of SciShow Space videos

have become entwined in the digital realm. This unexpected pairing of topics has left researchers

and observers alike amused and intrigued. While our initial hypothesis rested on the idea of a 

potential connection, the strength of the correlation surpassed our expectations, leading us to 

pose more questions than answers. Could it be that the gravitational pull of Python programming 

draws individuals towards the celestial wonders unveiled in SciShow Space videos? Or is this 

correlation a mere cosmic coincidence, woven into the fabric of the digital universe, leaving us 

spellbound with its enigmatic allure?

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year
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This correlation prompts reflection on the interconnectedness of human interests in the digital 

age. Much like constellations in the night sky, unexpected patterns emerge, beckoning us to 

contemplate the celestial dance of data and human behavior. One might say that it's a bit like 

attempting to navigate through the complexities of code and the cosmos simultaneously; both 

endeavors require patience, persistence, and the occasional pun for good measure.

Stay tuned for the upcoming sections, where we delve deeper into the temporal trends and the 

potential driving forces behind this intriguing relationship. As we sift through the data, the 

tantalizing web of correlations invites us to journey through the intergalactic expanse of coding 

and cosmic curiosity. It's safe to say that our findings leave us marveling at the cosmic 

connection of Python pursuits and prolonged presentations of the universe - it's truly an 

astronomical endeavor!

V. Discussion

In our investigation of the tantalizing correlation between the frequency of Google searches for 

'how to learn python' and the average length of SciShow Space videos, we have indeed unraveled

a remarkable connection that has left us starry-eyed. The strong Pearson correlation coefficient 

of 0.9744466 and a p-value of less than 0.01 attest to the cosmic nature of this relationship, 

which seems to defy expectations and beckon us to ponder the enigmatic intertwining of Python 

pursuits and prolonged presentations of the universe.
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As we quantum leap into the discussion, the magnitude of the correlation leads us to reflect on 

the possibility that the growing interest in Python programming has catalyzed an enduring 

fascination with the cosmic tapestry. Quite a 'stellar' revelation, don't you think?

Our findings align with previous studies (Smith et al., 2016; Jones and Doe, 2018) that have 

underscored the expanding popularity of Python and the heightened engagement with science-

themed content. The escalation in Google searches for 'how to learn python' seems to have 

synchronized with an elongation of SciShow Space videos, providing empirical evidence to 

support the intrepid musings of earlier researchers. It appears that as Python enthusiasts delved 

into coding conundrums, they found themselves drifting toward the gravitational pull of the 

cosmos, as though the allure of Python programming had ignited a celestial curiosity that 

resonated in prolonged perusal of astronomical narratives.

Indeed, one cannot help but appreciate the cosmic humor imbued in this correlation, reminiscent 

of a universal script with unexpected twists and turns. Our results reinforce the whimsical notion 

that understanding Python, the language, sets the stage for an extended engagement with the 

Python, the serpentine code, of astronomical narratives. As if deciphering the elegant intricacies 

of code primes one for unraveling the elegance of the universe, this correlation is a testament to 

the orchestration of a cosmic comedy - a grand jest in the grand scheme, don't you agree?

Drawing on the intergalactic analogy posed in the literature review, it's as if the universe, amused

at our attempts to disentangle its enigmatic threads, has woven an intricate dance between 

Python programming and prolonged astronomical ponderings. The digital age acts as a canvas 

where these unexpected patterns emerge, compelling us to contemplate the celestial 

choreography of data and human behavior. What an enthralling waltz through the intergalactic 

expanse of coding and cosmic curiosity!
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As we navigate through the quasar-like intricacies of this correlation, we are left to ponder 

whether the allure of Python programming has indeed sparked a cosmic curiosity among digital 

explorers. Could it be that the gravitational pull of Python pulls individuals toward the celestial 

wonders unveiled in SciShow Space videos? Or is this correlation a cosmic coincidence, leaving 

us spellbound with its enigmatic allure? The universe, it seems, has an uncanny penchant for 

intertwining pithy programming and profound presentations, much like a cosmic comedian 

delivering an unexpected punchline.

Continuing to unravel the perplexities of this correlation, we eagerly anticipate sifting through 

the intricacies and potential driving forces behind this cosmic convergence. It's safe to say that 

our findings have left us marveling at the cosmic connection of Python pursuits and prolonged 

presentations of the universe, and we eagerly await the continuing revelation of this astronomical

endeavor.

As we conclude our discussion (the pun is always intended), we are left to marvel at the expanse 

and unpredictability of the interconnected cosmos, where even the most unexpected correlations 

may hold the key to unraveling the mysteries of the digital universe.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research unearths a captivating correlation between the frequency of 'how to 

learn python' Google searches and the average length of SciShow Space videos on YouTube, 

shedding light on the unlikely cosmic connection between coding pursuit and celestial 

fascination. The near-perfect positive linear relationship with a correlation coefficient of 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



0.9744466 and a p-value of less than 0.01 transcends mere statistical significance, beckoning us 

to ponder the cosmic forces at play. It seems that as individuals endeavor to unravel the 

intricacies of Python programming, they concurrently gravitate towards unraveling the mysteries 

of the universe, forming a peculiar yet enthralling alliance.

Upon reflection, one might quip that this correlation is a stellar example of "Python's 

gravitational pull" transcending the digital expanse and reaching for the cosmic realm. But let's 

not get too starry-eyed just yet – though our results open cosmic avenues for further inquiry, 

causation remains cloaked in celestial mystery, akin to a black hole of understanding. Still, our 

findings prompt contemplation of the intertwined realms of digital pursuits and cosmic 

curiosities, leaving us simultaneously amused and awe-inspired.

As for future research, it seems we've reached the event horizon of this peculiar alliance: it's 

clear that no further inquiry can eclipse the cosmic magnitude of our findings. After all, when it 

comes to Python pursuits and prolonged presentations of the universe, we've ventured to the very

edges of this digitally cosmic frontier. It's safe to say that no more research is needed – we've 

truly cracked the code on this one!
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