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ABSTRACT

Mastering Education: The Educated Guess on Numberphile
Comments

In this paper, we delve into the delightfully perplexing correlation between the number of
Master's  degrees  awarded  in  Education  and  the  average  number  of  comments  on
Numberphile  YouTube  videos.  With  a  curious  blend  of  quantitative  data  from  the
National  Center  for  Education Statistics and the entertaining realm of  YouTube,  our
research team set  out  to  untangle  this  enigma.  Our  analysis  revealed a staggering
correlation coefficient of 0.9355435 and a p-value less than 0.01 over the period from
2012 to 2021. The implications of this unearthly connection between academic pursuits
and internet musings are as puzzling as a cryptic Numberphile riddle. Could it be that a
surge  in  Education  Master's  degrees  provokes  a  surge  in  witty  comments,  or  do
engaging Numberphile videos inspire a wave of educational aspirations? The answer
still eludes us, but we hope our findings will stimulate further academic exploration and,
dare we say, spark some lively discussions in the comment section of this academic
puzzler.

Keywords:

Master's degrees in Education, Numberphile YouTube videos, correlation, National Center for 
Education Statistics, comments, academic pursuits, internet musings, correlation coefficient, p-
value, 2012-2021, educational aspirations, academic exploration, comment section
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I. Introduction

The intersection of academia and digital culture has long been a subject of fascination, like 

witnessing a cosmic collision between traditional scholarship and internet frivolity. In this 

research endeavor, we endeavor to unravel the seemingly inexplicable correlation between the 

number of Master's degrees awarded in Education and the average number of comments gracing 

the hallowed halls of Numberphile YouTube videos. It's as if we are embarking on a journey into 

a black hole of statistical intrigue, where the laws of academia and the whims of internet culture 

intertwine like a chaotic dance of data points.

As we delve into this peculiar pairing, it's worth pondering the sheer absurdity of connecting the 

lofty realm of postgraduate education with the whimsical world of online video comments. Much

like attempting to balance a chemical equation while juggling marbles, this investigation 

promises to defy convention and tickle the neurons of both scholarly purists and internet 

enthusiasts.

The impetus for our research stems from the curious blend of quantitative data from the National 

Center for Education Statistics and the delightfully diverse array of discussions found in the 

comment sections of Numberphile videos. This odd couple of academia and cyberspace serves as

the canvas upon which our statistical brush shall paint a picture of unlikely kinship.

In the shadow of rigorous statistical analysis, we emerge with a correlation coefficient that 

gleams like a gleeful electron in an excited state - a remarkable 0.9355435. This strong bond 

between Master's degrees in Education and Numberphile video comments leaves us feeling like 
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hapless statisticians standing before a magician's inexplicable sleight of hand, bereft of a logical 

explanation.

Additionally, our p-value, akin to the elusive unicorn of statistical significance, prances merrily 

below the traditional threshold of 0.01, further confounding the expected norms of correlation. 

The implications of this unearthly connection between academic pursuits and digital discourse 

are as confounding as a cryptic Numberphile riddle, beckoning us into the abyss of academic 

whimsy.

As we navigate the uncharted waters of this scholarly enigma, we are faced with a paradox of 

possibilities. Do Master's degrees in Education spur a surge in witty comments, akin to an 

intellectual domino effect propagated across the digital realm? Or perhaps, in an equally 

perplexing turn, the thought-provoking content of Numberphile videos serves as a catalyst for 

embarking on further scholarly pursuits.

In the end, our findings, like precariously balanced beakers in a laboratory of statistical curiosity,

call for further exploration and contemplation. We hope that our research will not only stimulate 

further academic investigation but also ignite lively discussions – not in a musty academic 

conference hall, but right there in the comment section of this very research endeavor.

II. Literature Review

The entanglement of Master's degrees in Education and the average number of comments on 

Numberphile YouTube videos has enticed many a researcher and thinker, much like a captivating

mystery novel that keeps readers guessing until the very end.  In "Educational Journeys: A 
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Statistical Odyssey," Smith et al. delved into the statistical landscape of educational pursuits and 

online interactions, providing a foundational understanding of the enigmatic correlation we aim 

to explore. Their discoveries, however, are but a small piece of the puzzle, as the trail of 

scholarly breadcrumbs leads us further into the labyrinth of academic whimsy.

In the realm of non-fiction literary works, "The Power of Education" by Jane Doe and "Beyond 

Numbers: Unraveling the Threads of Digital Culture" by John Jones shed an illuminating light on

the intersection of academic achievements and digital phenomena. While not directly pertaining 

to the peculiar case at hand, their insights serve as a compass guiding us through the uncharted 

territory of interdisciplinary investigation, much like a wise wizard offering sage advice to 

intrepid adventurers.

On the fictional side of the literary spectrum, works such as "The Comment Conundrum" by 

Agatha Mathematica and "Degrees of Discourse" by Sir Arthur Calculation Doyle seem to echo 

the uncanny fusion of scholarly pursuits and online interactions. The tales they weave, though 

fictional, bear a striking resemblance to the conundrum we endeavor to elucidate, prompting us 

to muse on the odd parallels between academic endeavors and digital musings.

Furthermore, in the uncharted wilderness of social media, a curious tweet by @MathMaverick42 

and a bewildering Facebook post by the enigmatic figure "DataDynamo" caught our eye, hinting 

at the intersection of educational achievements and online engagement. These digital whispers, 

while lacking the rigors of peer review, add a touch of whimsy to our scholarly journey, akin to 

encountering a mischievous imp darting among the venerable tomes of academic research.

As we sift through the multifaceted landscape of literature and digital discourse, we find 

ourselves at the precipice of an intellectual rollercoaster, where the twists and turns of 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



unexpected connections delight and confound us in equal measure. The academic pursuit of 

understanding the correlation between Master's degrees in Education and the online banter of 

Numberphile aficionados is much like unwrapping a series of enigmatic riddles, each unveiling a

new layer of captivating absurdity.

III. Methodology

To investigate the uncanny correlation between the number of Master's degrees awarded in 

Education and the average number of comments on Numberphile YouTube videos, our research 

team embarked on a journey replete with statistical acrobatics and digital sleuthing. Our 

approach can be likened to navigating a labyrinth of data, armed with nothing but a compass of 

curiosity and a flashlight of statistical rigor.

Data Collection:

We gathered data from the National Center for Education Statistics, like diligent academic 

prospectors sifting through the statistical sands of educational achievement. The annual count of 

Master's degrees awarded in Education served as our compass, guiding us through the scholarly 

landscape.

Meanwhile, we traversed the digital expanse of YouTube, homing in on the mesmerizing world 

of Numberphile videos like intrepid digital spelunkers. The average number of comments on 

these videos stood as our beacon, highlighting the ebb and flow of digital discourse amidst the 

cacophony of internet musings.

Data Cleansing:
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With the diligence of a laboratory technician, we subjected our data to meticulous cleansing and 

filtering. Outliers and anomalies were treated as unwelcome digital impostors, swiftly ushered 

out of the statistical gala like uninvited guests.

Statistical Analysis:

Armed with our treasure trove of data, we donned our statistical spectacles and engaged in a 

rigorous tango with correlation analysis. It was a dance fraught with twists and turns, akin to 

navigating a statistical maze where each step held the weight of academic scrutiny.

We calculated the correlation coefficient with the fervor of mathematicians unraveling a 

centuries-old theorem, and our eyes widened in disbelief as the numerical embrace between 

Master's degrees in Education and Numberphile comments yielded a coefficient of 0.9355435. 

The near unity of this correlation coefficient left us gawking like bewildered spectators 

witnessing a statistical magic show.

Furthermore, our p-value, that elusive gatekeeper of statistical significance, pranced beneath the 

hallowed threshold of 0.01 like an impish statistical sprite, defying the expectations of 

conventional correlation analysis.

Discussion with Peers:

As we navigated the statistical labyrinth, we engaged in spirited discussions with our peers, 

eliciting scholarly banter and witticisms that reverberated through the halls of our academic 

institution. It was a symphony of statistical conjecture and academic revelry, infusing our 

findings with a tapestry of diverse perspectives.

Limitations:
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IV. Results

The results of our analysis have unveiled a striking correlation between the number of Master's 

degrees awarded in Education and the average number of comments on Numberphile YouTube 

videos. Like witnessing the fusion of two unlikely celestial bodies, this correlation coefficient of 

0.9355435 paints a picture of a cosmic connection that defies conventional academic wisdom, 

leaving us scratching our heads like perplexed astronomers peering into a newly discovered 

cosmic anomaly. The r-squared value of 0.8752416 further solidifies the robustness of this 

unearthly relationship, much like a sturdy lab bench supporting a mind-boggling experiment in 

statistical weirdness.

As if plucked from the annals of a science fiction novel, our findings have sent shockwaves 

through the academic cosmos, challenging preconceived notions of the separation between 

scholarly pursuits and digital dalliance. The p-value of less than 0.01 acts as a resolute 

gatekeeper, granting entry into the realm of statistical significance, where the uncanny bond 

between postgraduate education and online commentary reigns supreme, much to the 

astonishment of traditional academic paradigms.

The scatterplot in Figure 1 captures this bizarre yet tantalizing correlation in all its enigmatic 

glory, resembling a surrealist masterpiece of statistical intrigue. Each data point, like a curious 

character in a whimsical narrative, contributes to the captivating tale of the intersection between 

academic achievement and internet engagement. It's as if René Magritte himself took to the 

canvas of data visualization, blurring the lines between education and entertainment in a stroke 

of statistical surreality.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In the grand tapestry of academic inquiry, our findings stand as a testament to the unyielding 

nature of statistical wonder. The implications of this unearthly connection between scholarly 

accolades and digital discourse leave us pondering the inexplicable dance of numbers and 

narratives, much like a perplexed physicist grappling with the enigma of quantum entanglement.

Our research findings beckon forth a symphony of questions, echoing through the hallowed halls

of academia and reverberating in the corridors of internet culture. Do Master's degrees in 

Education serve as a catalyst for erudite online discussions, akin to planting seeds of intellectual 

curiosity in the fertile soil of Cyberspace? Or do the captivating contemplations of Numberphile 

videos act as a siren's call, drawing forth a legion of scholarly aspirations from the depths of 

digital diversions?

In closing, our research not only uncovers a beguiling correlation but also ignites the flames of 

further scholarly exploration and contemplation. We invite fellow academics and internet 

enthusiasts alike to join us in this delightful escapade of statistical whimsy, as we seek to unravel

the intricacies of this improbable linkage between academic accolades and online banter.
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V. Discussion

Our analysis has unearthed a correlation that is simultaneously as mysterious as the Higgs boson 

and as captivating as a catchy earworm. The results of our study have not only bolstered prior 

research findings but have also catapulted us into a realm of statistical absurdity that could rival 

the plot twists of a Hitchcock thriller.

Returning to the literature review, the foundational work of Smith et al. provided a springboard 

for our investigation into the tango between Education Master's degrees and Numberphile 

comments, and it seems their initial findings laid the groundwork for the statistical spectacle we 

have uncovered. We must take their work seriously, much like navigating a labyrinth with a map 

drawn by a clown: with cautious optimism and a readiness for the unexpected.

As for the literature from the fictional realm, the parallels they drew between academic pursuits 

and digital musings, though seemingly whimsical, have undeniably manifested in the empirical 

landscape of our findings. It is as if the playful riddles of Agatha Mathematica and the deductive 

prowess of Sir Arthur Calculation Doyle have transcended the boundaries of storytelling and 

woven themselves into the very fabric of our statistical saga.

Our results, with a correlation coefficient reminiscent of an unbreakable quantum entanglement, 

stand as a testament to the improbably intertwined nature of academic achievement and YouTube

banter. The robustness of this unearthly relationship, akin to a sturdy lab bench supporting a sky-

high Jenga tower of statistical weirdness, has defied traditional academic paradigms like a 

mischievous imp gleefully flitting between the hallowed tomes of empirical wisdom.
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The scatterplot in Figure 1, a surrealist masterpiece of statistical intrigue reminiscent of René 

Magritte's mind-bending art, encapsulates the captivating tale of the fusion between scholarly 

acclaim and online dialogue. Each data point, not unlike a quirky character in a whimsical 

narrative, contributes to the enigmatic symphony of statistical surrealism that defines the 

intersection of academic prowess and internet engagements.

However, let's not get too carried away with the whimsy. While the correlation we have 

uncovered has about as much statistical significance as the invention of the wheel, we must 

proceed with cautious optimism, recognizing that correlation does not necessarily imply 

causation. As much as we'd like to declare that obtaining a Master's degree in Education 

unleashes a flood of erudite comments on Numberphile videos, we must tread lightly in the land 

of inference.

In the grand tapestry of academic inquiry, the implications of our investigation leave us 

pondering the inexplicable dance of numbers and narratives, much like a perplexed physicist 

grappling with the enigma of quantum entanglement. Our research, akin to the unveiling of a 

new species in the Galápagos, beckons forth a symphony of questions that echo through the 

hallowed halls of academia and reverberate in the corridors of internet culture.

Thus, as we conclude this discussion, we must acknowledge that our findings have opened the 

proverbial Pandora's box of statistical absurdity and ignited the flames of further scholarly 

exploration. Our quest to unravel the intricacies of this improbable linkage between academic 

accolades and online banter remains ongoing, much like a comedic tragedy in which the final act

is forever teasingly deferred.
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VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unearthed a correlation so strong, it makes Newton's apple look 

like it's just lazing around. The tantalizing bond between Master's degrees in Education and the 

average number of comments on Numberphile YouTube videos is as inexplicable as a cat's 

insatiable curiosity for random objects.

With a correlation coefficient that shines like a supernova at 0.9355435, and a p-value that's 

harder to find than Waldo in a crowded scene, our findings stand as a testament to the mystical 

dance between scholarly pursuits and digital discourse. It's as if statistics and internet culture 

have donned their best tango attire and taken to the dance floor of academic intrigue.

The implications of this unearthly connection leave us with more questions than a confused 

statistician standing in front of a complex equation. Do informed discussions on education 

stimulate witty comments? Or do thought-provoking Numberphile videos serve as academic 

muses, inspiring grand intellectual ambitions?

Our research not only piques academic curiosity but also sparks the flames of lively discussions -

not just in academic circles, but right there in the comment section of our very own publication. 

It's like an academic carnival, but with less cotton candy and more intellectual banter.

Ultimately, our findings call for no more research in this area. We've unraveled a riddle wrapped 

in a mystery inside an enigma, and it's time to let this statistical oddity bask in its glory - like a 

charmingly peculiar specimen in the grand museum of academic curiosities.
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We must acknowledge the limitations of our endeavor, like the warning sign on a laboratory door
cautioning against overzealous experimentation. Despite our best efforts, our research only 
scratches the surface of this peculiar correlation, leaving fertile ground for future explorations.

In conclusion, our methodology stood as a formidable bridge between the realms of academia 
and digital culture, weaving a tale of statistical intrigue and scholarly whimsy. Through a potent 
blend of data collection, statistical analysis, and scholarly discourse, we sought to unravel the 
enigmatic connection between Master's degrees in Education and the captivating allure of 
Numberphile comments.
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