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Abstract

In this research, we delve into the intriguing correlation
between the votes cast for Libertarian candidates in the
Senate  elections  in  Illinois  and  the  consumption  of
kerosene  in  the  West  African  country  of  Togo.  Our
investigation utilizes data from the MIT Election Data and
Science  Lab,  the  Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the  Energy
Information  Administration  to  unravel  this  unlikely  but
statistically  significant  association,  much  like  the  bond
between two atoms - unlikely but still electric.  Our study
spans  the  years  1980  to  2020  and  reveals  a  strong
correlation coefficient of 0.9145332 and p < 0.01, leaving
us more surprised than a kid who thought he got socks for
Christmas  but  found  out  there's  a  video  game  hidden
inside the box. As we sifted through the numbers, just like
sifting  through  a  box  of  assorted  chocolates,  we
discovered a link that may seem as puzzling as a riddle –
yet, the data won't let us ignore it, like a persistent knock-
knock joke. This connection is as unexpected as finding a
unicorn at a petting zoo, but as researchers, it's our duty to
shed  light  on  the  most  unforeseen  of  correlations.  As
much as we're tempted to make a kerosene-related pun
here, we need to keep our excitement in check, just like
controlling  the  urge  to  blurt  out  a  dad  joke  in  serious
conversations.  Our  findings  may  seem  as  surreal  as  a
unicorn sighting, but they demand further exploration to
uncover  the  underlying  factors  contributing  to  this
astonishing correlation.

1. Introduction

As we embark on this scholarly expedition into the
realms of political voting behavior and international
energy  consumption,  we  are  confronted  with  a
correlation that  may raise eyebrows as much as it
raises questions. The connection between the votes
for Libertarian candidates in the Senate elections in
Illinois and the kerosene consumption in Togo is a
puzzle  as  perplexing  as  the  chicken  or  the  egg
causality  dilemma –  except  in  this  case,  it's  more
like deciding between a donkey or an elephant at the
zoo. 

This eyebrow-raising correlation begs the question:
Are  the  voting  trends  in  the  Land  of  Lincoln
somehow influencing the usage of kerosene in the
faraway  lands  of  Togo,  or  is  there  a  clandestine
kerosene trade agreement being negotiated over the
Lake  Shore  Drive?  It's  as  puzzling  a  mystery  as
trying to figure out why the man who invested in a
belt didn't make any money – because he claimed it
was a "waist" of money. 

The allure of this correlation is as irresistible as a
plate  of  free donuts in the break room, prompting
our rigorous investigation into this unexpected and
seemingly unrelated pair of variables. The statistical
strength of this correlation beckons us to explore its
underpinnings with the curiosity of a cat who just
discovered  a  new cardboard  box –  except,  in  our
case, the box is filled with data and not catnip.
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As we delve into this uncharted territory, we must
resist  the temptation to fuel  the fire with kerosene
puns, as tempting as it may be. So remember, folks,
stay  lit-erary,  even  when  discussing  illuminating
correlations  between  political  preferences  and
energy consumption.

2. Literature Review

Numerous  academic  studies  have  delved  into  the
intricate  relationship  between  political  voting
behavior and various global phenomena. Smith et al.
explored  the  impact  of  political  ideology  on
consumer behavior, while Doe and Jones conducted
a  comprehensive  analysis  of  the  socio-economic
factors  influencing  energy  consumption  patterns.
Additionally, the work of Smith and Johnson sheds
light  on  the  interplay  between  international  trade
agreements and political dynamics.

Turning  our  attention  to  literature  beyond  the
academic  realm,  books  such  as  "The  Libertarian
Mind"  by  David  Boaz  and  "Kerosene"  by  Chris
Wooding  offer  insightful  perspectives  on  the
respective  subjects.  Furthermore,  fictional  works
like "Atlas Shrugged" by Ayn Rand and "Kerosene"
by  Gwyneth  Jones  provide  fictionalized  accounts
that  intertwine  political  ideologies  and  energy
sources in compelling narratives.

In the realm of internet culture, memes such as the
"Libertarian  Kerosene  Conundrum"  and  "Togo's
Kerosene  Senate"  humorously  blend  the  two
seemingly distant concepts, reminding us that even
the  most  unlikely  pairings  can  spark  humor  and
creativity.  Just  like a good dad joke,  these memes
find humor in unexpected connections, prompting us
to consider the unlikely correlations with a chuckle
amidst our scholarly pursuits.

Speaking of dad jokes, did you hear about the guy
who invented Lifesavers? They say he made a mint.
This  unexpected  pairing  of  political  votes  and
kerosene consumption in Togo may seem as amusing
as that  joke,  but  our research aims to uncover the
underlying  mechanisms  driving  this  surprising
correlation.

3. Methodology

To investigate the peculiar  correlation between the
votes  for  Libertarian  candidates  in  the  Senate
elections in Illinois and the consumption of kerosene
in Togo,  we utilized a combination of quantitative
research methods, statistical analyses, and a dash of
good old-fashioned detective work – think Sherlock
Holmes  with  a  spreadsheet.  Our  data  collection
involved  scouring  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science Lab, the Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy
Information  Administration,  akin  to  a  diligent
scavenger hunt looking for clues.

First,  we  compiled  historical  voting  data  for
Libertarian candidates in Senate elections in Illinois
from  1980  to  2020,  meticulously  analyzing  the
electoral outcomes over the decades. This involved
sifting through more numbers than an accountant at
a jigsaw puzzle company – though we promise,  it
was more exhilarating than it sounds. 

Next,  we  turned  our  attention  to  kerosene
consumption in Togo during the same time period,
diving  into  the  Energy Information  Administration
data  like  enthusiastic  submarine  explorers,  albeit
with fewer sea creatures and more spreadsheets. We
cross-referenced kerosene usage with socioeconomic
and geopolitical factors impacting Togo, pondering
the relationship between political leanings in Illinois
and energy choices  in  Togo,  much like  pondering
whether chickens or eggs have a future in politics.

Statistical analyses were our trusty sidekicks in this
academic  adventure.  We calculated  the  correlation
coefficient using sophisticated mathematical models,
feeling a bit like Dumbledore examining the stars for
prophecies – except,  of course, we were conjuring
statistical  significance  instead  of  spells.  The
significance tests were as crucial as reading the fine
print in a contract, ensuring that our findings weren't
as fleeting as a magician's trick.

Additionally,  we  employed  regression  analyses  to
unravel  the  potential  causal  pathways  underlying
this  unexpected  correlation,  just  like  unraveling  a
mysterious ball of yarn. We delved into the depths of
multivariate analyses, navigating the statistical seas
to reveal the hidden currents explaining the interplay
between  political  preferences  and  energy
consumption,  like  intrepid  sailors  charting
unfamiliar waters.
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We must note that although our investigation was as
serious as a heart attack, we didn't skimp on the dad
jokes.  Because  who can  resist  the  allure  of  puns?
Just  like  a  book  about  eye-rolling  humor,  we
sprinkled  this  section  with  a  healthy  dose  of
wordplay,  reminding  ourselves  not  to  take
everything too seriously. But fear not, dear readers,
for although we employed humor sporadically, our
commitment  to  rigorous  scientific  inquiry  never
wavered—unlike that  friend who's  always late,  no
matter the occasion.

4. Results

The analysis of the data gathered between the years
1980  and  2020  from  various  sources  such  as  the
MIT Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,  the  Harvard
Dataverse,  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration  revealed  a  striking  correlation
between  Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in  Illinois
and kerosene consumption in Togo. The correlation
coefficient  was found to be 0.9145332,  with an r-
squared  value  of  0.8363709,  and  p  <  0.01.  This
strong correlation is  akin to  finding a  needle  in  a
haystack, except in this case, the needle is made of
kerosene and the haystack is a giant ballot box.

The  results  depicted  in  Fig.  1  provide  a  visual
representation  of  the  relationship  between  these
seemingly  disparate  variables.  The  scatterplot
showcases  a  clear,  upward-trending  pattern,
illustrating  the  impressive  alignment  of  the  two
datasets. It's like finding out that the pen you've been
looking for was behind your ear the whole time –
unexpected  yet  oddly  satisfying,  much  like  this
correlation itself.

The  robustness  of  this  correlation  prompts  further
investigation into its potential causative factors. It's a
bit  like  a  detective  investigating  a  case  with
unexpected  clues  –  or  in  this  case,  a  statistical
Sherlock  Holmes  uncovering  the  mystery  behind
strikingly  correlated  voting  patterns  and  kerosene
consumption in a far-off land. The correlation is as
mysterious as a locked room in a mansion, with only
statistical analysis and a keen eye for data revealing
the hidden truths, much like the secrets unraveled in
a thrilling detective novel.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As the research team grappled with these findings, it
was hard to ignore the enormity of this correlation.
The  connection,  although  unexpected,  demands
exploration and examination akin to the quest of a
researcher seeking the elusive white rabbit, or in this
case,  a  Libertarian  kerosene-fueled  hare  of
exceptional statistical significance. This unexpected
correlation  challenges  conventional  wisdom  and
beckons researchers to seek its underlying rationale,
much like a riddle waiting to be unraveled – we just
hope it's not a kerosene-soaked enigma.

In conclusion,  the results  of  this  study highlight  a
surprising  and  substantial  correlation  between  the
votes for Libertarian candidates in Illinois and the
consumption  of  kerosene  in  Togo.  This  enigmatic
connection  calls  for  further  investigation  and
analysis, shedding light on a seemingly improbable
relationship  that,  much  like  a  good  dad  joke,
deserves  a  second  look  and  a  chuckle  of
acknowledgement.

5. Discussion

The remarkable correlation uncovered in this study
between  Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in  Illinois
and  kerosene  consumption  in  Togo  has  left  us
pondering over the intriguing interplay of variables
that  seem  as  different  as  chalk  and  cheese  –  or
perhaps, as different as kerosene and libertarianism.
The results of our analysis support the prior research
that  has  delved  into  the  complex  relationship
between  political  ideologies  and  consumer
behaviors,  as  well  as  the  socio-economic  factors
influencing  energy  consumption  patterns.  The
unexpected  yet  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9145332  provides  empirical  evidence  for  an
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association that, much like a dad joke, initially raises
eyebrows but ultimately leaves a lasting impression.

Our  findings  align  with  the  work  of  Smith  et  al.,
who  explored  the  impact  of  political  ideology  on
consumer  behavior,  and  similarly,  with  the
comprehensive  analysis  by  Doe  and  Jones  of  the
socio-economic  factors  influencing  energy
consumption patterns. The statistical significance of
the  correlation  coefficient  reflects  the  interplay
between international trade agreements and political
dynamics  highlighted  in  the  work  of  Smith  and
Johnson. It's like the punchline of a well-told joke –
it  ties  everything  together  in  a  surprising  yet
satisfying manner.

Just as memes humorously blend unlikely concepts,
our research brings to light  an unexpected linkage
between seemingly disparate variables that warrants
further  investigation.  The  strong  correlation
coefficient mirrors the unexpected humor found in
these  memes,  leaving  us  pondering  over  the
underlying  mechanisms  that  drive  this  unexpected
alignment. It's like a good dad joke – you don't see it
coming,  but  once  it  hits,  you  can't  help  but
appreciate the cleverness behind it.

Our results  not  only provide empirical  support  for
prior research but also prompt a re-evaluation of the
factors  influencing  political  voting  behavior  and
energy  consumption  patterns.  The  statistical
robustness of this surprising correlation is akin to a
good dad joke that stands the test of time, prompting
us to reconsider our preconceived notions and delve
into the underlying rationale driving this unexpected
relationship.

In unraveling this  enigmatic  correlation,  our  study
not only adds to the body of knowledge regarding
the interplay between political dynamics and energy
consumption but  also highlights  the  importance of
considering  unconventional  relationships  that  may
initially appear as puzzling as a riddle. Our research,
much  like  a  well-timed  dad  joke,  challenges
convention and beckons further exploration, driving
us to  seek the underlying truths  behind seemingly
improbable connections that deserve both scholarly
scrutiny and a nod of appreciation.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  uncovered  an
unexpected  yet  robust  correlation  between
Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in  Illinois  and
kerosene consumption in Togo. This finding, much
like a surprising punchline, demands further scrutiny
and analysis to unravel the underlying mechanisms
at play.

As  we  wrap  up  this  paper,  it's  clear  that  this
correlation is as intriguing as a political debate at a
magic  show  –  unexpected,  but  undeniably
captivating.  Our  analysis  has  highlighted  the  need
for a deeper exploration of the factors driving this
unlikely association, much like a math problem that
just keeps multiplying.

Therefore, in the immortal words of every dad ever,
it's time to wrap this up before it starts to feel like a
bad sitcom that just won't end. In other words, we’re
putting a lid on this kerosene can and calling it a day.
It’s clear that no more research is needed in this area
– we’ll leave that to someone else while we sit back
and wait for the inevitable "I told you so" from our
statistical models.
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