The Journal of Meme Studies

Copyleft 2024 by The Comedic Research Institute

Spuriously published by Tyler Vigen

Vol. 158, No. 22, 2024
ISSN 8535-3946/10/$67.00
PII S3178-7395(5722)3094-1

Never Gonna Give You Up, Never Gonna Let You Down: An Unlikely
Link Between the 'Rickroll' Meme and the Number of Social Workers

in West Virginia

Connor Hart, Addison Terry, Giselle P Tillman

Cambridge, Massachusetts

This paper examines the unexpected and whimsical relationship between the proliferation
of the 'rickroll' meme and the employment levels of social workers in the state of West
Virginia. Utilizing data from Google Trends and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we
investigate the perplexing correlation, aiming to provide a lighthearted yet scholarly
perspective. Despite its seemingly whimsical nature, the 'rickroll' meme has become a
global internet sensation, infiltrating countless unsuspecting web users with its catchy
tune. While the phenomenon has brought joy and mild annoyance in equal measure, its
connection to the number of social workers in West Virginia raises both eyebrows and
smiles. In our analysis, we observed a strikingly high correlation coefficient of 0.9647507
and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 between the popularity of the
'rickroll' meme and the employment levels of social workers from 2010 to 2022. This
unexpected association prompts the question: could the infectious nature of the 'rickroll’'
meme be influencing the demand for social workers in the Mountain State? Moreover, the
findings of this study may offer a novel perspective on the impact of internet culture on
local labor markets, as the 'rickroll' meme continues to weave its way into the fabric of
popular culture, much like a catchy tune that just won't stop playing — much to the delight
(or chagrin) of many.

The 'rickroll' meme, a seemingly innocuous and
whimsical internet phenomenon, has captured the
attention of millions worldwide. With its infectious
tune and unexpected appearances in the digital
realm, the 'rickroll' meme has left a lasting
impression on internet culture. And much like an
earworm, it seems to have found its way into an
entirely unrelated domain — the employment levels
of social workers in West Virginia.

*What do you call a social worker who loves '80s
music? A Rick-Rolling therapist.*

The unsuspecting intertwining of these seemingly
disparate entities — a viral internet meme and the

labor market for social workers — begs careful
examination. While one might be tempted to
dismiss this as a mere coincidence, our analysis
reveals a puzzling correlation that merits scholarly
attention.

*Why did the 'rickroll' meme get a job in human
services? Because it had a knack for lifting people's
spirits.*

By harnessing data from Google Trends and the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, we endeavor to unravel
the unexpected connection between the perpetuation
of the 'rickroll'! meme and the employment
dynamics of social workers in the picturesque state
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of West Virginia. This study serves not only to
satisfy academic curiosity but also to add a touch of
levity to the discourse surrounding labor market
dynamics.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Smith et al.," the authors find that the 'rickroll'
meme, a viral internet phenomenon characterized
by the bait-and-switch technique of redirecting
individuals to the music video for Rick Astley's
1987 hit "Never Gonna Give You Up," has
permeated digital culture since its emergence in the
mid-2000s. The meme's widespread and enduring
popularity has led to its incorporation into various
facets of online interactions, eliciting a range of
reactions from amusement to exasperation. The
catchy tune and unexpected appearances of the
rickroll' meme have left a lasting impression on
internet culture, positioning it as a noteworthy
subject of contemporary discourse.

In "Doe et al.," the authors delve into the
sociocultural implications of internet memes,
highlighting the role of memes as vehicles for
humor, irony, and social commentary. They argue
that memes serve as cultural artifacts, reflecting and
shaping societal norms, values, and collective
experiences. Despite their seemingly trivial nature,
memes can exert a subtle influence on individual
and collective behavior, engaging with and
influencing various spheres of human activity. The
perpetuation and dissemination of the 'rickroll'
meme exemplify its capacity to transcend digital
spaces and capture the imagination of diverse
audiences.

In a similarly significant vein, "Jones et al."
examine the impact of internet memes on popular
culture, noting the gradual integration of memes
into mainstream media and entertainment. They
explicate how memes, including the 'rickroll,’
possess a memetic quality that enables their
propagation and replication across online platforms.
This dissemination often occurs through user-
generated content, collective participation, and the

blurring of boundaries between online and offline
experiences. The 'rickroll' meme, with its
characteristic bait-and-switch mechanism,
exemplifies the malleability and adaptability of
internet memes, contributing to their enduring
relevance and appeal.

In "The Complete Idiot's Guide to Memes," the
authors highlight the cultural significance of memes
as vehicles for self-expression, social interaction,
and humor within digital communities. Through an
exploration of diverse meme genres and their
impact on internet culture, the book offers insights
into the intricate dynamics of meme creation,
sharing, and reinterpretation. The 'rickroll' meme
emerges as a case study in the evolution of internet
memes, capturing the curiosity and creativity of
online users while maintaining a distinct and
pervasive presence across virtual landscapes.

Additionally, "The Oxford Handbook of Internet
Memes" presents a comprehensive analysis of
internet memes as multifaceted phenomena that
intersect with communication, media, and cultural
studies. It elucidates the sociocultural relevance of
memes in reflecting and shaping individual and
collective beliefs, practices, and identities within
digital environments. The 'rickroll' meme stands out
as a prime example of a meme that has transcended
its original context and gained widespread
recognition, contributing to the broader discourse
on digital culture and social interaction.

Moving into the realm of fiction, the dystopian
novel "Brave New World" by Aldous Huxley
explores themes of conformity, conditioning, and
the manipulation of societal behavior in a
technologically advanced future. While not directly
related to internet memes or social work
employment, the novel's examination of societal
influences and individual agency bears a tangential
relevance to the wunconventional relationship
between the 'rickroll' meme and the number of
social workers in West Virginia.

Similarly, George Orwell's classic work "1984"
offers a cautionary tale of totalitarian governance,
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surveillance, and thought control in a fictional
dystopian society. Although the novel predates the
rise of internet memes, its thematic exploration of
manipulation and resistance within oppressive
systems resonates with the unexpected confluence
of the 'rickroll' meme and the employment levels of
social workers.

On a more light-hearted note, the popular comedy
TV series "The Office" provides entertaining
insights into office culture, interpersonal dynamics,
and the idiosyncrasies of workplace interactions.
While the show's comedic elements may diverge
from the scholarly focus of this research, its
exploration of human behavior in professional
settings may offer an amusing parallel to the
whimsical yet thought-provoking nature of the
rickroll' meme and its unforeseen correlation with
social work employment in West Virginia.

Furthermore, the animated sitcom "Futurama"
humorously depicts the adventures of characters in
a futuristic world, often incorporating elements of
technology, internet culture, and societal satire.
Though not directly addressing the 'rickroll' meme
or social work dynamics, the show's playful
engagement with futuristic scenarios and societal
norms adds a touch of levity to the broader
discussion of unexpected correlations and their
implications for labor market analysis.

METHODOLOGY

To investigate the curious relationship between the
rickroll' meme and the number of social workers in
West Virginia, we employed a robust methodology
to analyze and interpret the data collected from
2010 to 2022. The data collection process involved
the aggregation of information from various online
sources, primarily drawing from Google Trends and
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The utilization of
Google Trends allowed for the examination of the
relative search interest in the 'rickroll' meme over
time, providing insights into its evolving popularity
and cultural impact. Conversely, the Bureau of
Labor  Statistics  furnished = comprehensive

employment data, enabling the scrutiny of the labor
market dynamics within the specified timeframe.

Our utilization of diverse data sources ensured a
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the
phenomena under investigation, allowing for a
thorough exploration of the unexpected correlation
between the 'rickroll' meme and the employment
levels of social workers in West Virginia. By
integrating these disparate datasets, we were able to
discern patterns and trends that may have eluded
more conventional analyses.

*Why did the meme go to therapy? It needed to
work through its rickroll' issues.*

Moreover, the quantitative analysis  was
complemented by qualitative insights gathered
through interviews with select individuals within
the social work and internet culture spheres. These
interviews provided contextual depth, offering
perspectives on the potential influence of internet
phenomena on professional career choices and
societal dynamics. Through this multifaceted
approach, we aimed to illuminate the intricate
interplay between online trends and real-world
outcomes, shedding light on the unexpected
repercussions of digital culture on a localized labor
market.

The statistical analyses employed encompassed
correlation coefficients, time series modeling, and
regression analysis, enabling a rigorous exploration
of the relationship between the 'rickroll' meme and
the employment levels of social workers. These
analytical tools facilitated the identification of
significant associations and patterns, allowing for
the derivation of meaningful insights from the
amalgamated datasets. Furthermore, sensitivity
analyses were conducted to assess the robustness of
the observed correlations, ensuring the reliability
and validity of the findings.

*What do you call a social worker who uses the
Tickroll' meme in therapy? A pop culture
practitioner.®
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In summary, the methodology adopted for this
research endeavor aimed to capture the essence of
the  seemingly  whimsical yet intriguing
juxtaposition of a viral internet meme and the labor
market for social workers. By leveraging an
interdisciplinary approach and embracing the
unanticipated nature of the phenomenon under
scrutiny, we strived to unravel the enigmatic
connection between the 'Tickroll' meme and the
employment dynamics in West Virginia, with a
touch of scholarly whimsy.

RESULTS

The analysis of the data revealed a remarkably high
correlation coefficient of 0.9647507 between the
popularity of the 'rickroll' meme and the number of
social workers employed in West Virginia. This
striking finding highlights a strong positive
relationship between these seemingly unrelated
variables, suggesting that as the 'rickroll' meme
gained traction, so did the employment levels of
social workers in the state. One might say that the
rickroll' meme is never gonna give up its influence
on the labor market.

The r-squared value of 0.9307439 indicates that
approximately 93.07% of the wvariation in the
number of social workers in West Virginia can be
explained by the popularity of the 'rickroll' meme.
This substantial proportion underscores the
robustness of the relationship and adds weight to the
unexpected association we have observed. It seems
that the 'rickroll' meme, much like a persistent
melody, has woven itself into the fabric of labor
market dynamics in the Mountain State.

The p-value of less than 0.01 further cements the
statistical significance of the correlation, dispelling
any doubt about the strength of the relationship.
This finding brings to mind the timeless advice of
Rick Astley himself: "Never gonna give you up,
never gonna let you down" — a sentiment that seems
to resonate not only in music but also in the labor
market of West Virginia.

Years 2010-2022, r=0.965, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot illustrating the
substantial correlation between the popularity of the
rickroll' meme and the employment levels of social
workers in West Virginia. As the popularity of the
meme increased, so did the number of social
workers, creating a trend line that one might dub the
"Rickroll Regression" — a melody of employment
dynamics that defies conventional expectations.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study, elucidating the
remarkable correlation between the proliferation of
the 'rickroll' meme and the employment levels of
social workers in West Virginia, affirm the
unexpected and whimsical nature of the relationship
posited in the literature review. The compelling
connection between these seemingly disparate
variables raises intriguing questions about the
potential influence of internet culture on labor
market dynamics, prompting a lighthearted yet
scholarly examination of this peculiar phenomenon.
As we reflect on these results, one cannot help but
wonder: is the 'rickroll' meme subtly orchestrating
the employment trends of social workers in the
Mountain State, much like an unseen conductor
orchestrating a whimsical symphony?

The notable correlation coefficient of 0.9647507
aligns with the prior research on the enduring
popularity and pervasive influence of the Tickroll'
meme. With the catchiness of Rick Astley's vocals
lingering in the digital air, it appears that the
meme's impact extends beyond fleeting online
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pranks, resonating with labor market dynamics in
West  Virginia. This unexpected correlation
demonstrates that the 'rickroll! meme, like a
persistent earworm, has managed to embed itself in
the labor market of the state, fostering an
unforeseen harmony between internet culture and
employment trends.

Our findings substantiate the assertion in "The
Complete Idiot's Guide to Memes" that memes
serve as vehicles for social interaction and humor
within digital communities. The unforeseen
influence of the 'rickroll' meme on the employment
levels of social workers illustrates the meme's
capacity to transcend its origins and exert a tangible
effect on real-world phenomena. One might say that
the 'rickroll' meme is not merely a digital prankster,
but a silent influencer conducting a symphony of
social work employment trends in West Virginia.

Furthermore, the strong r-squared value of
0.9307439 reinforces the robustness of the
correlation, underscoring the substantial proportion
of variance in the number of social workers that can
be explained by the popularity of the 'ickroll'
meme. Much like a well-crafted melody, the
Tickroll' meme seems to resonate with the
employment landscape, infusing it with an
unexpected yet undeniable rhythm. It is as if the
Tickroll' meme, like a masterful composer, has
orchestrated a melodic ballet of employment trends
in West Virginia, bewitching both data and
researchers with its unassuming yet undeniable
influence.

The statistical significance of the correlation, as
evidenced by the p-value of less than 0.01, further
bolsters the credibility of our findings, affirming the
substantial relationship between the rickroll' meme
and social work employment in West Virginia. This
compelling statistical evidence evokes the timeless
refrain of "never gonna give you up, never gonna let
you down," underscoring the enduring influence of
the 'rickroll' meme not only in music but also in the
intricate rhythms of the labor market. One might
jest that the 'rickroll' meme has certainly not let
down the field of labor market analysis, but rather

offered an unexpected encore of correlation and
amusement.

In conclusion, the unexpected correlation between
the 'rickroll' meme and the number of social
workers employed in West Virginia invites further
contemplation of the interplay between internet
culture and labor market dynamics. As we wade
through this peculiar and somewhat humorous
association, we are reminded that even in the
scholarly pursuit of knowledge, one can encounter
unexpected surprises — and perhaps a catchy tune or
two along the way.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has brought to light a
remarkable and unforeseen association between the
proliferation of the 'rickroll' meme and the number
of social workers employed in West Virginia. The
robust correlation coefficient, substantial r-squared
value, and decisive p-value collectively underscore
the unexpected interplay between internet culture
and labor market dynamics in the Mountain State.

The findings provoke contemplation on the
potential mechanisms through which a seemingly
whimsical internet sensation could exert an
influence on local employment patterns. Perhaps the
uplifting and persistent nature of the 'rickroll' meme
resonates with the ethos of social work, embodying
the enduring support and unwavering commitment
to aiding those in need.

*Why did the social worker bring a boombox to
work? To surprise clients with a little 'rickroll'
therapy.*

The 'Rickroll Regression,' as evidenced in Fig. 1,
serves as a poignant reminder that even in the realm
of labor market analysis, unexpected melodies can
emerge, defying conventional expectations and
harmonizing in unlikely ways. This unanticipated
connection may add a touch of humor and curiosity
to the scholarship on labor economics, inviting
researchers to explore the whimsical interplay
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between internet memes and local employment
dynamics.

*What did the 'rickroll' meme say to the social
workers? "I'm never gonna give you up, let you
down, run around, or desert you."*

Given the compelling nature of our findings, our
study presents a comprehensive exploration of the
rickroll' meme's resonance with the labor market
for social workers in West Virginia. As such, we
assert that further research in this area is
unnecessary. The results speak for themselves, and
the scholarly community can undoubtedly
appreciate the unexpected harmonies between
internet culture and labor market dynamics that
have been unearthed.

In bringing together this eclectic blend of scholarly
discourse, literary exploration, and popular media
references, the literature review seeks to
contextualize the improbable yet intriguing rapport
between the 'rickroll' meme and the employment
levels of social workers in West Virginia, paving the
way for a contemplative and whimsical journey into
the interplay of internet culture, labor market
dynamics, and the unexpected surprises that await
within the digital landscape.
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