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ABSTRACT

Raekwon or Bluewon? Investigating the Relationship between Name
Popularity and Political Preferences in Louisiana

In this paper, we delve into the curious case of the name Raekwon and its link to the
voting patterns in Louisiana's presidential elections. Our research team embarked on a
journey to unearth whether the popularity of the first name Raekwon translates to an
affinity for a particular political party. As we delved into this investigation, we couldn't
help but ponder, "Is it Raekwon't or Raekwon will?"  Utilizing data from the US Social
Security Administration and the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse,
we  sought  answers  to  this  intriguing  question.  Our  findings  revealed  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.9800579 and p < 0.01 for the period spanning from 1994 to 2020. This
statistically significant correlation prompted us to quip, "It seems that where there's a
Raekwon, there's a political will." As we analyzed the voting trends in Louisiana, we
discovered an unexpected association between the popularity of the name Raekwon
and votes for the Democrat Presidential candidate. This led us to humorously ponder,
"Did the Louisiana voters Raekwon the vote based on the first name?" Our research not
only sheds light on the intersection of nomenclature and political predilections but also
underscores  the  importance  of  considering  seemingly  trivial  factors  in  electoral
analyses. Furthermore, it beckons the question, "Is it not only the candidates but also
the appellations that sway the ballots in the bayou state?
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I. Introduction

The study of human behavior and decision-making has always been a perplexing puzzle, much 

like trying to solve a Rubik's Cube while wearing mittens - frustrating, yet oddly entertaining. As

researchers, it is our duty to delve into the abyss of statistical analyses and illuminate the curious 

connections that lurk within the realm of data. And what could be more intriguing than the 

intertwining of one's name and their political leanings, a blend of personal identity and civic 

engagement that forms a tapestry of perplexity akin to a penguin waddling through a maze?

The subject of our inquiry, the name Raekwon, holds a certain enigma in its syllables. It allures 

and perplexes, much like a magician performing a disappearing act only to return with a "ta-da" 

and a sly wink. In this instance, we sought to demystify the relationship between the popularity 

of the name Raekwon and the voting behaviors of Louisianans in presidential elections. A 

sojourn into the statistical thicket revealed a tale of unanticipated correlations and bemusing 

revelations - akin to a Sherlock Holmes novel, but with more histograms and fewer hound-filled 

moors.

As we dived into the data ocean, armed with our metaphorical snorkels and pun-filled life 

jackets, we navigated through the waves of information provided by the illustrious US Social 

Security Administration and the data wizards at the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard

Dataverse. With each keystroke and mouse click, we were determined to uncover the truth 

behind the enigmatic connection between a name and a political stance, much like a scientist 

tirelessly experimenting to unlock the secrets of the universe, only we were dealing with names 

and votes instead of quarks and supernovas.
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Our quest was not in vain, for we uncovered a strong correlation coefficient of 0.9800579, a 

statistical feat that elicited celebratory high-fives and the occasional whispered, "Eureka!" from 

our team. If scientific discoveries had soundtracks, our office would have been set to the tune of 

"Eye of the Tiger" on repeat, punctuated by the occasional burst of confetti and a round of 

enthusiastic air guitar solos.

As we peered into the intricacies of Louisiana's political landscape, we stumbled upon a 

surprising association between the ubiquity of the name Raekwon and votes for the Democratic 

Presidential candidate. A revelation that prompted us to quip, "It seems that when Raekwon's 

involved, the democrats are Raekwon-off with the votes!" 

Our findings not only underscore the significance of seemingly trivial factors in electoral 

analyses but also weigh the influence of nomenclature on political preferences. Commonly held 

beliefs and cherished notions were pushed aside, much like a formidable opponent in a game of 

chess, revealing that the influence of a name, like a knight on the political chessboard, can wield 

unforeseen impact on electoral outcomes.

In summary, our exploration into the intertwining of names and votes unearths a narrative that 

transcends mere statistical significance. It draws attention to the sway of nomenclature in 

political landscapes, a phenomenon that prompts us to consider that it may not only be the 

candidates but also the appellations that whisper into the ears of voters and influence the 

direction of democracy. With such revelatory insights, we now stand on the precipice of 

understanding, peering into the enigma with conviction and the occasional dad joke, in a pursuit 

not just of knowledge, but also of a good pun.
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II. Literature Review

The relationship between nomenclature and political predilections has been the subject of 

academic inquiry for decades. In "The Name Game: A Systematic Analysis of Moniker and 

Political Inclinations," Smith et al. explore the correlation between first names and voting 

behavior, uncovering intriguing associations that challenge conventional wisdom. Similarly, in 

"Voter Monikers and Political Leanings: An Examination of Named Biases," Doe and Jones 

examine the influence of names on partisan preferences, paving the way for a deeper 

understanding of the interplay between identity and electoral choices.

In the realm of popular non-fiction works, "Freakonomics" by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. 

Dubner offers an illuminating take on unexpected correlations, shedding light on the quirky 

connections that permeate human behavior. Furthermore, Malcolm Gladwell's "Outliers: The 

Story of Success" delves into the influence of seemingly inconsequential factors on individuals' 

trajectories, providing valuable insights into the impact of nomenclature on societal outcomes.

Turning to the realm of fiction, novels such as "The Namesake" by Jhumpa Lahiri and "Eleanor 

Oliphant Is Completely Fine" by Gail Honeyman portray characters whose identities are 

intricately linked to their names, inviting contemplation on the ways in which nomenclature 

shapes individuals' experiences and interactions. These literary works serve as a reminder of the 

profound influence of names on personal narratives and perceptions.

On the screen, television shows like "The Crown" and "Parks and Recreation" offer glimpses 

into the dynamics of political landscapes and the nuances of human behavior, providing nuanced 

portrayals of the intersection between identity and civic engagement. Through these visual 
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narratives, viewers are prompted to consider the multifaceted nature of political decision-making

and the myriad factors that inform individuals' choices.

Now, onto the serious research. But first, what do you call a group of penguins in Louisiana? 

Mardi-Gras party animals!

III. Methodology

*Data Collection:*

To embark on this jovial journey of uncovering the potential relationship between the popularity 

of the name Raekwon and electoral inclinations in Louisiana, we wrangled data from various 

sources, including the illustrious US Social Security Administration and the esteemed MIT 

Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse. This data deluge, spanning the years 1994 to 

2020, resembled a treasure trove waiting to be explored, a bit like a scientific scavenger hunt but 

with fewer telescopes and more spreadsheets. The data encompassed the frequency of the name 

Raekwon at both the national and state levels, as well as the votes garnered by Democratic 

Presidential candidates in Louisiana. 

For our inquiries, we designed a cunning algorithm akin to Sherlock Holmes' deductive 

reasoning, if Sherlock had been versed in the arcane language of statistical analysis. This 

algorithm dutifully combed through the data, making note of every Raekwon and every vote as 

though it were unraveling a mystery, much like a detective solving a perplexing case but with R-

squared values instead of fingerprints.

*Statistical Analysis:*
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The backbone of our investigation was the application of statistical tools, like a medley of 

scientific Swiss Army knives, ready to dissect the tangled yarn of data. We employed correlation 

analysis to sniff out any potential relationship, much like bloodhounds on the scent of a statistical

mystery, wagging our tails in anticipation of unearthing a notable discovery.

Taking cue from the venerable statisticians of yore, we calculated the correlation coefficient to 

quantify the strength and direction of any association between the frequency of the name 

Raekwon and votes for the Democratic Presidential candidate in Louisiana. This coefficient 

acted as our faithful compass, guiding us through the patchwork of data points towards the 

elusive shores of statistical significance.

*Caveat Emptor – Potential Confounders:*

In the realm of research, one must always be wary of lurking confounders, those mischievous 

variables that seek to confound our diligent efforts, much like pranksters scattering banana peels 

in the realm of statistical analysis. We remained mindful of potential confounding factors such as

demographic shifts and political dynamics, akin to a diligent sentry guarding against the invasion

of biases and spurious correlations.

To counteract such interference, we employed multivariate regression analysis to untangle the 

web of potential confounders and isolate the influence of the name Raekwon on voting behavior 

from amidst the cacophony of other variables. This method acted as the Sherlock Holmes of 

statistical models, deftly separating the wheat from the chaff with an air of deduction that not 

even Watson could challenge.

*Ethical Considerations:*
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Amidst this whirlwind of statistical acrobatics, we upheld the ethical principles of research with 

the steadfastness of a Jedi protecting the secrets of the Force. Our data collection and analysis 

adhered to ethical standards, ensuring the confidentiality and privacy of individuals represented 

in the datasets. We took care to anonymize and aggregate the data, cloaking the identities of the 

individuals behind the Raekwons and the California voters, as though safeguarding them from 

the gaze of statistical scrutiny much like a protective guardian sheltering their charges from 

prying eyes.

In summary, our research methodology involved a whimsical mix of data excavation, statistical 

acrobatics, and ethical guardianship, all in pursuit of unraveling the enigmatic connection 

between the name Raekwon and political preferences in the state of Louisiana. This 

methodological spectacle not only serves as a testament to the allure of scientific inquiry but also

validates the transformative potential of a dad joke in even the most rigorous of academic 

pursuits.

IV. Results

Upon conducting our rigorous statistical analysis, we found a remarkably strong correlation 

between the popularity of the first name Raekwon and votes for the Democratic Presidential 

candidate in Louisiana. The correlation coefficient of 0.9800579 suggests a striking relationship 

between the two variables, akin to the unequivocal bond between peanut butter and jelly – they 

just go together, much like the Democrats and Louisiana votes marked by the name Raekwon.
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To illustrate this compelling correlation, we present the scatterplot in Figure 1, which depicts the 

almost linear relationship between the frequency of the name Raekwon and the proportion of 

votes cast for the Democratic candidate. If a picture is worth a thousand words, this figure 

certainly paints a vivid portrait of the connection between nomenclature and political inclination 

– it's as clear as the pronunciation of "Raekwon" itself.

Our findings not only highlight the surprising sway of a name on political preferences but also 

underscore the importance of delving into unconventional factors in electoral analyses. As we 

bask in the glow of these statistically significant results, we can't help but jest, "Looks like 

Raekwon and the Democrats are in it to win it, forming a dynamic duo like Batman and Robin, 

or perhaps more aptly, like Raekwon and Submission."

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The magnitude of the correlation, with an r-squared value of 0.9605135, affirms that the 

popularity of the name Raekwon holds a remarkable predictive power for the voting behavior of 

Louisiana residents in presidential elections. This evokes the image of a soothsayer accurately 
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foretelling the future, only in this instance, the harbinger of electoral outcomes comes in the form

of a name that resonates with political alignment.

In light of these revelatory findings, we must acknowledge the substantial influence of 

nomenclature on the political landscape, proving that in the realm of electoral decisions, a name 

can wield considerable sway. This leads us to ponder, "Is it the power of a name or the charisma 

of a candidate that garners votes in the bayou state?" - a question that tickles the neurons of 

political pundits and pun enthusiasts alike.

Our analysis serves as a testament to the captivating and sometimes confounding connections 

that lie within the annals of data, much like uncovering the unexpected relationship between 

consuming cheese and dreaming vividly – a delightful surprise amidst the analytics odyssey.

In conclusion, our research unearths a compelling correlation between the popularity of the name

Raekwon and votes for the Democratic Presidential candidate in Louisiana, emphasizing the 

inextricable link between nomenclature and political preferences. This comedic caper into the 

statistical realm not only sheds light on the enigmatic influence of names on elections but also 

leaves us with a newfound appreciation for the whimsical wonders that quantitative analysis can 

uncover.

V. Discussion

As we unravel the enigmatic relationship between the popularity of the first name Raekwon and 

votes for the Democratic Presidential candidate in Louisiana, we find ourselves immersed in a 

whimsical waltz of statistical intrigue. Our findings resoundingly echo the sentiments of Smith et
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al. and Doe and Jones, who eloquently expound upon the intriguing correlations between 

nomenclature and political inclinations. These amusing parallels prompt us to exclaim, "It seems 

that when it comes to politics, a name can wield more influence than an eloquent campaign 

slogan or a well-tailored pantsuit – who knew?"

The unexpected association uncovered in our research not only bolsters the mischievous musings

of Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner in "Freakonomics" but also evokes the spirit of Gail 

Honeyman's protagonist in "Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine," whose resilience mirrors the 

apparently inconsequential name, Raekwon, in shaping electoral choices. As we navigate through

this labyrinth of statistical inquiry, we can't help but mull over the whimsical notion that perhaps,

in the theater of politics, a name can be as influential as a well-timed punchline at a research 

conference.

Our robust statistical analysis unequivocally substantiates the overwhelming correlation between 

the frequency of the name Raekwon and votes for the Democratic Presidential candidate, 

aligning with previous inquiries into the idiosyncrasies of nomenclature and its implications for 

political leanings. In a comical twist of fate, the statistically significant findings we unearthed 

seem to affirm that in the realm of electoral decisions, a name can indeed be a potent player, akin

to an unexpected plot twist in a comedic novel – unexpected yet strangely satisfying in its 

revelation.

Delving into the electoral sphere armed with statistical acumen and a penchant for puns, our 

research illuminates the captivating interplay between a seemingly innocuous name and political 

preferences, prompting us to quip, "Who knew that a jocular jumble of letters could hold such 

sway over the ballot box in the Bayou State?" As we revel in the revelatory nature of our 

findings, we are acutely aware of the delightful irony that our analysis of a name leads to a 
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deeper understanding of the political landscape, much like stumbling upon a trove of puns in the 

annals of scientific literature.

In this captivating odyssey through the statistical labyrinth, our investigation underscores the 

whimsical wonders that await within the realm of rigorous inquiry, emphasizing the profound 

influence of seemingly trivial variables on societal phenomena. Our research journey gleefully 

highlights the intriguing confluence of science and humor, eliciting a chuckle here and a 

statistical revelation there, much like discovering a hidden pun in a set of complex regression 

analyses.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has illuminated the captivating correlation between the popularity of 

the first name Raekwon and votes for the Democratic Presidential candidate in Louisiana. It 

seems that where there’s a Raekwon, there’s a democratic will, much like how every dad has a 

knack for bad jokes – it just runs in the genes!

Our findings not only emphasize the impact of nomenclature in shaping political preferences but 

also raise the intriguing question, "Is it the name that sways the vote or the policies that the 

candidate conveys?" - a conundrum as perplexing as trying to figure out why the statistics 

textbook went to therapy – it had too many issues!

We assert that no further research is needed in this area. The evidence is as clear as day, much 

like the pronunciation of "Raekwon". It’s high time we take this correlation seriously and delve 
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into the curious realm of nomenclature's influence on electoral outcomes, all while incorporating 

a pun or two for good measure.
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