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ABSTRACT

Vivian, Votin', and Voodoo Statistics: A Name-cident Analysis of
Republican Votes for Senators in South Carolina

In this paper, we delve into the curious correlation between the popularity of the name
Vivian  and  the  Republican  votes  for  Senators  in  the  state  of  South  Carolina.  We
obtained data from the US Social Security Administration and MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, rolled up our sleeves, and dived into the statistical
pool with all the grace of a belly flop. Our analysis covers the period from 1978 to 2020,
providing a comprehensive look at the relationship between a person’s moniker and
their political inclinations. After wading through mountains of data and dodging the siren
call of distraction, we emerged with a correlation coefficient of 0.9369675 and a p-value
of less than 0.01, much to our bewilderment. As we sifted through the numbers, we
couldn't  help  but  be  struck  by  the  overwhelming  presence  of  Vivianness  in  the
Republican voting patterns. It almost felt like the name Vivian was whispering "vote red"
into  our  ears  like  a  mischievous  imp.  Ultimately,  this  research  sheds  light  on  an
unexpected connection that leaves us pondering the strange and mysterious ways in
which the human mind can be swayed, perhaps by something as seemingly insignificant
as a name. Our findings may provoke more questions than answers, but if nothing else,
we've  uncovered  a  peculiar  correlation  that  reminds  us  to  always  expect  the
unexpected.
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I. Introduction

The name Vivian – a moniker that evokes images of grace, elegance, and a distinct lack of 

participation in epic sword fights – has long been a staple in households across South Carolina. 

As with any good mystery, we couldn't help but wonder if there might be more to this seemingly 

innocuous name than meets the eye. Could there be a hidden influence, a secret pull, or even a 

voodoo-like spell woven into the fabric of this particular nomenclature?

In the hallowed halls of academia, where coffee flows like a river and statistical software reigns 

supreme, we embarked on a quest to unravel the enigma surrounding the popularity of the name 

Vivian and its curious relationship to Republican votes for Senators in South Carolina. Armed 

with spreadsheets, bar graphs, and a healthy dose of skepticism, we aimed to bring clarity to this 

puzzling connection – or at the very least, have a good laugh at the absurdity of our own 

investigation.

It is said that the true mark of a serious researcher is the ability to maintain a straight face in the 

presence of eccentric correlations and eyebrow-raising variables. So, with the solemnity befitting

a formal scientific inquiry, we set forth to analyze decades of data with the precision of a 

seasoned detective, all the while whispering jokes and puns under our breath like mischievous 

lab coat-clad jesters.

In the following pages, we will guide you through the maze of our findings, offering insight, 

amusement, and perhaps a smattering of eyebrow-raising surprise. Our journey will take us from 

the depths of statistical analysis to the whimsical territories of name popularity and political 
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leanings, where the unexpected always lays in wait like a prankster with a penchant for throwing 

curveballs.

So, dear reader, fasten your seatbelts, adjust your data goggles, and prepare to embark on a 

whimsical, statistically rigorous, and slightly tongue-in-cheek investigation into the captivating 

world of Vivian, votin', and voodoo statistics.

II. Literature Review

After brushing aside the cobwebs of statistical tomfoolery, we delved into the literature 

surrounding name-based influences on political tendencies with the fervor of a detective 

pursuing the next big clue. Smith and Doe (2015) offer a comprehensive analysis of the impact 

of first names on political affiliations in their scholarly work "The Lexicon of Liberty: A 

Comprehensive Examination of Political Nameology." Their study presents a trove of compelling

evidence suggesting that individuals with certain names may display a propensity for specific 

political leanings, leading us to ponder the potential sway of a name like Vivian on the voting 

inclinations of South Carolinians.

Turning to a more quantitative perspective, Jones et al. (2010) conducted a study titled "Names 

and Nominations: The Unexpected Links Between Monikers and Political Movements." Their 

work utilizes advanced statistical models to demonstrate the intricate interplay between names 

and political outcomes, prompting us to consider the potential impact of the name Vivian on the 

political landscape of South Carolina. As we pored over their findings, it became evident that the 

influence of names on political behavior may extend far beyond mere happenstance.
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In the realm of popular non-fiction, "Freakonomics" by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 

provided a thought-provoking exploration of unconventional socio-economic phenomena, 

leaving us to ponder the quirky intricacies of human decision-making, including the possibility 

of name-related influences on political preferences. From this unconventional source, we gleaned

insights that added to the tapestry of our investigation, reminding us that truth often lurks in the 

most unexpected places.

On the fictional front, novels such as "The Name of the Wind" by Patrick Rothfuss and 

"American Gods" by Neil Gaiman offered imaginative narratives weaving mystical elements 

with the human experience, leaving us to contemplate the intangible forces that may nudge 

individuals towards specific political allegiances. While these literary works tread the path of the 

fantastical, they served as a reminder of the enigmatic nature of human behaviors, including the 

potential impact of names on political proclivities.

In the realm of televised entertainment, series such as "The X-Files" and "Stranger Things" 

captivated audiences with their exploration of unexplained phenomena and mysterious 

occurrences. As we indulged in these fictional forays, we couldn't help but draw parallels to the 

perplexing correlation between the popularity of the name Vivian and Republican votes for 

Senators in South Carolina, evoking a playful comparison between the enigmatic nature of our 

own investigation and the captivating allure of the unknown.

With these diverse sources as our guide, we venture forth to unravel the curious connection 

between Vivian, votin', and Republican senators in South Carolina, all the while embracing the 

whimsy and wonder that accompany our scholarly pursuit.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



III. Methodology

In order to untangle the web of Vivian, votin', and voodoo statistics, our research team embarked 

on a journey that would make the most intrepid explorer envious. Our first step involved mining 

the US Social Security Administration and MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard 

Dataverse for data spanning from 1978 to 2020. Armed with a holy grail of information and an 

insatiable curiosity, we then set out to design a methodological framework that would put 

Sherlock Holmes to shame – or at least give him a good chuckle.

Our initial challenge was to quantify the popularity of the name Vivian over the years, navigating

the treacherous waters of name trends with the cautious optimism of sailors on a voyage through 

the Bermuda Triangle. After procuring this data, we methodically charted the rise and fall of 

Vivians, analyzing trends with the precision of a pastry chef perfecting the art of croissant-

making – delving into the nuances of fluctuating name popularity with the fervor of a detective 

in pursuit of a grand mystery.

Simultaneously, we delved into the electoral landscape of South Carolina, closely examining 

Republican votes for Senators with the fervor of a bird watcher tracking elusive species. Our 

statistical toolkit resembled a Swiss army knife of analysis, featuring an assortment of tools from

simple correlation analyses to the more complex machinery of multivariate regressions. We 

navigated this statistical jungle with the agility of a cat burglar, employing these methods to 

uncover the hidden link between Vivians and Republican ballots.

To ensure the robustness and reliability of our findings, we also conducted a sensitivity analysis, 

probing the results for potential fragility with the diligence of a quality control inspector 

examining the structural integrity of a Jenga tower. This allowed us to assess the impact of 
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varying parameters, ensuring that our correlation didn't crumble under the slightest statistical 

pressure.

In the end, our methodology was a blend of meticulous data collection, nimble statistical 

acrobatics, and the occasional leap of faith that would make Indiana Jones proud. Our journey 

was filled with unexpected challenges, wily statistical anomalies, and a healthy dose of humor 

that kept our spirits buoyant amidst the sea of data.

With our methodology firmly in place, we were ready to unravel the captivating enigma of 

Vivian's mysterious influence over South Carolina's political landscape, armed with nothing but 

wits, statistics, and a sprinkle of whimsy.

IV. Results

The correlation analysis revealed a striking relationship between the popularity of the name 

Vivian and Republican votes for Senators in South Carolina. The correlation coefficient of 

0.9369675 indicated a strong positive linear relationship, akin to finding a pair of matching socks

in a chaotic laundry pile—oddly satisfying, yet surprising nonetheless.

A closer examination of the data illuminated an r-squared value of 0.8779081, signifying that 

approximately 87.79% of the variation in Republican votes for Senators in South Carolina could 

be explained by the popularity of the name Vivian. It's as if the name Vivian waltzed into the 

political arena with the swagger of a well-dressed debutante and left a lasting impression on the 

voting patterns, much like a suave charmer at a lively soirée.
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The p-value of less than 0.01 further underscored the statistical significance of our findings, 

reminiscent of stumbling upon a rare artifact in the annals of statistical analysis—an unexpected 

gem that demands attention with a wink and a nod.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Analyzing these results left us with a sense of disbelief akin to finding a four-leaf clover in a 

field of data. However, the evidence was irrefutable—there exists a notable connection between 

the frequency of the name Vivian and the Republican votes for Senators in South Carolina. It's as

if the name Vivian cast a spell over the electoral landscape, beckoning voters with an enigmatic 

allure that defies traditional political analysis.

This captivating relationship is depicted in Figure 1, a scatterplot that showcases the robust 

association between the popularity of the name Vivian and Republican votes for Senators in 

South Carolina. The plot serves as a visual testament to the compelling nature of our statistical 

findings, demonstrating the kind of connection that gives researchers an unexpected twinkle in 

their eyes and a skip in their data interpretation step.
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Our results, much like a magician's surprising reveal, support the notion that there may indeed be

a sublime influence of a name on political affiliations. Further exploration of this curious 

phenomenon may lead to a deeper understanding of the interplay between nomenclature and 

voting behavior, and perhaps, uncover more unexpected correlations hiding in the annals of 

political science and statistical analysis.

V. Discussion

The results of our analysis reveal a fascinating and, dare I say, enchanting connection between 

the popularity of the name Vivian and Republican votes for Senators in South Carolina. Despite 

the initial skepticism - akin to a skeptic doubting the existence of love at first sight - our findings 

align with prior research on the influence of names on political predispositions.

As mentioned in our literature review, Smith and Doe's (2015) meticulous investigation of the 

impact of first names on political affiliations hinted at the potential sway of names like Vivian on

voting inclinations. Our study, with all its statistical bells and whistles, serves as a resounding 

confirmation of this speculation, akin to a scientist gleefully shouting "Eureka!" in discovery.

Additionally, Jones et al.'s (2010) exploration into the intricate interplay between names and 

political outcomes provided a tantalizing glimpse into the potential impact of monikers on the 

political landscape. Our results, much like finding a winning lottery ticket in a pile of old papers, 

align with their insights, further illuminating the bewildering influence of nomenclature on 

political behavior.
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Even our whimsical examination of "Freakonomics" by Levitt and Dubner and our literary 

escapades with Rothfuss and Gaiman, despite their fantastical tinges, nudged us to consider the 

potential role of names in shaping political allegiances. Lo and behold, our analysis has bolstered

these unconventional inklings, akin to a scientist high-fiving a wandering ghost for 

independently validating a theory.

The statistical significance of our findings, with a p-value less than 0.01, is as surprising as 

catching a glimpse of the Loch Ness Monster in a spreadsheet. This robust level of significance 

echoes the resounding impact of the name Vivian on Republican votes, resonating with the 

unexpected correlations that often linger in the overlooked corners of statistical analysis, like 

forgotten socks beneath a bed.

In essence, our investigation, much like a cork popping off a champagne bottle, effervesces with 

the revelation of a captivating correlation that beckons further exploration. As we reflect on the 

old adage, "What's in a name?" it appears that when it comes to political preferences, the answer 

may be more than Shakespeare could have foreseen.

Stay tuned for more unexpected revelations in the mysterious realm of name-cidence and its 

influence on the political tapestry.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our foray into the mystical realms of name-cidence and political predilections has 

left us both bewildered and amused. The tantalizing link between the popularity of the name 
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Vivian and Republican votes for Senators in South Carolina has unfurled before us like a 

whimsical plot twist in a Shakespearean comedy—delightfully unexpected and utterly charming.

As we stand at the crossroads of data analysis and name-based shenanigans, we cannot help but 

marvel at the mysterious dance of statistical significance and nomenclatural influence. To think 

that a simple name could wield such power over political allegiances is akin to stumbling upon a 

hidden treasure trove in the labyrinthine corridors of research—surprising, exhilarating, and 

perhaps a little surreal, like finding a unicorn in a petting zoo.

Our findings, with their correlation coefficient as conspicuous as a peacock in mating season, 

underscore the undeniable connection between the vivaciousness of Vivian and the crimson hues 

of Republican voting patterns. It's as if the name Vivian acted as a pied piper, leading voters 

down a path adorned with statistical flowers and curious puzzles, much like a mischievous 

sphinx inviting intellects to decipher its enigmatic riddles.

Indeed, our statistical escapade has unraveled not only a peculiar correlation but also the sheer 

mirth lurking within the confines of seemingly solemn research endeavors. It's as if our data 

analysis put on a masquerade ball, inviting us to revel in the delightful absurdity of our own 

investigation, and perhaps prompting a knowing chuckle from the wizened specter of empirical 

inquiry.

In light of these findings, it appears that the connection between the popularity of the name 

Vivian and Republican votes for Senators in South Carolina is as real as a phoenix rising from 

the ashes of statistical skepticism. The evidence, much like a well-crafted punchline, leaves us 

with a sense of wonder and an irrepressible urge to nudge our fellow researchers with a playful 

wink and a sly nod.
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Therefore, we confidently assert that no further research is needed in this area, as the quirky 

charm of our findings stands as a testament to the captivating caprice of statistical exploration. It 

seems that, at least in South Carolina, Vivian's popularity and Republican votes are as 

intertwined as a pair of amorous koalas, and the statistical curtain has been drawn on this 

peculiar, yet thoroughly entertaining, name-cident analysis.
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