
*The International Institute for Historical Curiosity Review
2024 Vol. 17, No. 8, 512-527

Copyleft The International Institute for Historical Curiosity, 
no rights reserved.  Contents may be shared with whoever 
you feel like.  They can be copied, emailed, posted to a list-
serv, printed out and tacked on a colleague's office door. 
Whatever you want. 

THE CULLEN CRAZE: CORRELATING COMMENT
COUNTS ON EXTRA HISTORY

Catherine Henderson, Anthony Thompson, Gregory P
Tillman

Global Innovation University

The proliferation of the name "Cullen" in recent years has sparked curiosity in various aspects of its 
impact. This study delves into the correlation between the popularity of the first name "Cullen" and 
the average number of comments on Extra History YouTube videos. Utilizing data from the US Social
Security Administration and YouTube, we rigorously examined the trends from 2012 to 2022. To our 
delight, we uncovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9586506 and a statistically significant p-
value of less than 0.01. Our findings suggest a strong positive relationship between the prevalence of
the name "Cullen" and the engagement levels on Extra History videos, indicating a potential 
influence of this moniker on viewer interaction. In other words, it seems that the Cullen name is 
quite the conversation starter, even in the virtual realm. This correlation may be a play of chance, or 
perhaps there's a "Cullen" to action we have yet to fully comprehend. As they say, "A Cullen a day 
keeps the silence away." Our research not only sheds light on an amusing correlation but also invites 
further investigation into the surprising intersection of nomenclature and online engagement.

The relationship between personal names
and  social  phenomena  has  long  been  a
subject  of  fascination  and  inquiry.
Whether in the domain of cultural studies,
sociology,  or  even  digital  analytics,  the
impact of names on human behavior and
interaction has been a matter of intrigue.
In  this  vein,  one  particularly  intriguing
name,  "Cullen,"  has  emerged  in  recent
years  as  a  topic  of  curiosity  and
investigation.  What  may  initially  appear
as  a  mere  popular  moniker  has  led  us
down the path of discovery, prompting us
to probe the unexpected link between the
prevalence of the name "Cullen" and the
average  number  of  comments  on  Extra
History YouTube videos.

As researchers,  when we first embarked
on this journey, we were unsure whether
our findings would be as illuminating as
they  turned  out  to  be.  Yet,  as  the  data
began to unfold before our very eyes,  it

quickly  became  apparent  that  we  were
onto  something  quite  extraordinary.  It
seems  that  the  name "Cullen"  holds  an
uncanny power to coax forth discussions
and  deliberations  in  the  unlikeliest  of
places.

But  before  we  delve  deeper  into  our
discoveries, let us pause for a moment to
appreciate  the classic  dad joke,  fittingly
aligned with our investigation. Why do we
never tell secrets on a farm? Because the
potatoes have eyes, and the corn has ears.
Perhaps "Cullen"  is  simply making itself
heard  in  an  unexpected  manner,  much
like the corn in this timeless jest.

As the saying goes, "Behind every name
there is a story," and indeed, the story of
the  name  "Cullen"  seems  to  be  an
enthralling  one.  From  its  origins  to  its
current  popularity,  the  journey  of  this
name  parallels  the  digital  age,
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intertwining with the landscape of online
content consumption, particularly evident
in the domain of historical education and
entertainment.  The  implications  of  our
findings  extend  beyond  mere  statistical
correlations;  they  beckon  us  to
contemplate  the  nuanced  interplay
between  nomenclature  and  virtual
engagement.

As we unravel the threads connecting the
Cullen craze to the realm of Extra History,
it becomes apparent that this correlation
is more than a mere statistical anomaly; it
is a testament to the intriguing dynamics
of  human  behavior  and  naming
conventions.  Who  would  have  thought
that  a  seemingly  innocuous  name could
wield  such  influence  over  our  virtual
interactions? Perhaps there's a lesson to
be learned here, a lesson that transcends
the  realm  of  data  and  statistical
significance.

Stay tuned as we venture into the depths
of  this  unexpected  correlation,  armed
with data, insights, and of course, a dash
of humor to make sense of  the "Cullen"
phenomenon. After all, as they say, "The
name's bond. Hydrogen bond." And in our
case,  the  bond  between  "Cullen"  and
Extra  History  comments  is  equally
captivating.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Several  studies  have  examined  the
influence  of  personal  names  on  various
social and cultural phenomena. Smith and
Doe (2015) discuss the impact of names
on identity  formation,  while  Jones  et  al.
(2017)  explore  the  role  of  names  in
impression  formation  and  social
interactions. These studies offer valuable
insights  into  the  intricate  relationship
between names and human behavior.

In "The Oxford Handbook of Names and
Naming"  by  Hough  (2016),  the  author
provides a comprehensive analysis of the
sociolinguistic and cultural implications of
personal  names,  shedding  light  on  the
multifaceted nature of naming practices.

Similarly,  "Freakonomics:  A  Rogue
Economist  Explores  the  Hidden  Side  of
Everything" by Levitt and Dubner (2005)
delves  into  the  unconventional  factors
that shape human behavior, including the
potential  influence  of  names on societal
trends.

Now,  let's  turn  our  attention  to  the
literary realm, where fictional works offer
a  whimsical  exploration  of  the
significance  of  names.  In  J.K.  Rowling's
"Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire," the
character Cedric Diggory, whose surname
can  be  linked  to  the  Old  French  word
"diggery,"  encounters  unexpected
challenges, hinting at the symbolic weight
of names in shaping destinies. Meanwhile,
in  "Twilight"  by  Meyer  (2005),  the
protagonist  Edward  Cullen's  name  has
become  synonymous  with  brooding
romance  and  sparkly  vampires,
captivating  readers  with  its  enigmatic
allure.

On  a  related  note,  the  board  game
"Codenames"  draws  attention  to  the
power  of  words  and  associations,
compelling  players  to  decipher  hidden
meanings and connections – perhaps not
so  dissimilar  to  our  exploration  of  the
Cullen  name  and  its  interaction  with
online engagement.

Speaking  of  hidden  meanings,  here's  a
classic  dad joke to  lighten the scholarly
mood:  Why  don't  skeletons  fight  each
other? They don't have the guts. Just like
the  playful  banter  of  this  jest,  our
investigation into the correlation between
the prevalence of the name "Cullen" and
comment counts on Extra History videos
adds  a  touch of  lightheartedness  to  the
intellectual discourse.

As  we  navigate  the  intersection  of
nomenclature,  popular  culture,  and
virtual engagement, we remain mindful of
the  diverse  influences  shaping  human
interactions, including the role of names
in  digital  spaces.  Our  next  section  will
unveil  the  empirical  findings  that
illuminate  the  captivating  connection
between the Cullen phenomenon and the
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realm of online discourse, inviting further
contemplation and, of course,  a sprinkle
of whimsy.

METHODOLOGY

In  order  to  investigate  the  purported
correlation between the prevalence of the
first  name  "Cullen"  and  the  average
number  of  comments  on  Extra  History
YouTube  videos,  our  research  team
employed  a  comprehensive  and  multi-
faceted approach. First, we obtained the
data  on  the  popularity  of  the  name
"Cullen"  from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration.  This dataset provided us
with the frequency of occurrences of the
name over the period from 2012 to 2022.
To  complement  this  information,  we
delved  into  the  YouTube  analytics,
extracting  the  average  number  of
comments on Extra History videos for the
same time frame. 

The process of collecting and harmonizing
these  datasets  was  akin  to  solving  a
complex  puzzle,  fitting  together  the
pieces  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
relationship between a name and online
interactions. In essence, we were striving
to  uncover  the  "Cull-usion"  of  forces
driving this paradoxical correlation.

After  procuring  the  datasets,  we
employed rigorous statistical analyses to
scrutinize  the  relationship  between  the
prevalence of the name "Cullen" and the
level  of  engagement  reflected  in  the
average  number  of  comments  on  Extra
History YouTube videos. We computed the
correlation  coefficient  and  performed
hypothesis tests to ascertain the strength
and  significance  of  any  observed
associations.

It's no small feat to unravel the mysteries
of human behavior and nomenclature, but
armed  with  a  plethora  of  data  and  an
unyielding spirit, our team endeavored to
demystify the conundrum of the "Cullen"
phenomenon.  We  approached  this
investigation  with  the  same  steadfast
determination as a dad trying to get the

perfect  punchline  for  his  joke:  with
relentless dedication and a touch of good
humor.

In  addition  to  the  quantitative  analyses,
we  also  conducted  qualitative
assessments  to  discern  any  underlying
factors  or  potential  explanations  for  the
observed  correlation.  This  involved
delving  into  the  realms  of  historical
naming  trends,  digital  content
consumption  patterns,  and  the  intricate
interplay  between  individual  names  and
online interactions.

Our research endeavor can be likened to
the  quest  for  the  holy  "Grail"  of
correlations,  with  "Cullen"  emerging  as
the  unexpected  hero  in  this  intriguing
narrative.  As we delved deeper  into  the
intricacies of the data and navigated the
statistical  landscape,  an  amusing
realization  dawned  upon us  –  the  name
"Cullen" may hold the key to unlocking a
realm  of  virtual  interactions  and
discussions.

There's  an  old  saying  that  "Research  is
creating new knowledge," and indeed, our
methodological  odyssey  has  led  us  to  a
trove  of  insights,  all  while  sprinkling  in
some lighthearted humor along the way.
As we unveil the findings of our in-depth
investigation,  the  unconventional  fusion
of "Cullen" and Extra History comments
emerges as a delightful  enigma,  imbued
with  both  statistical  significance  and  a
touch  of  whimsy.  The  Cullen  craze  may
have  just  outmaneuvered  our
expectations,  leaving  us  to  ponder  the
curious and unexpected facets of human
behavior.

RESULTS

Our  analysis  revealed  a  remarkably
strong  positive  correlation  between  the
prevalence of the first name "Cullen" and
the  average  number  of  comments  on
Extra  History  YouTube  videos.  Over  the
period  from  2012  to  2022,  we  found  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9586506,
suggesting  a  substantial  positive
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relationship.  The  coefficient  of
determination  (r-squared)  of  0.9190110
further  indicates  that  approximately
91.9%  of  the  variability  in  the  average
comment counts can be explained by the
prevalence  of  the  name  "Cullen."  In
statistical terms, this correlation was also
supported by a remarkably low p-value of
less  than  0.01,  signifying  the
relationship's  strong  statistical
significance.

Fig. 1 showcases a scatterplot illustrating
the  robust  correlation  between  the
prevalence of the first name "Cullen" and
the  average  number  of  comments  on
Extra History YouTube videos. This visual
representation unmistakably portrays the
positive association, with the data points
clustering around a clear upward trend.
It's almost as if the comments just can't
help but follow the "Cull" of engagement,
much like a dad joke irresistibly leading
to a groan.

Our findings suggest that the mention of
the  name  "Cullen"  coincides  with
increased  engagement  levels  on  Extra
History videos. While we must resist the
temptation  to  jump  to  conclusions,  it
appears  that  the  Cullen  moniker
possesses an inexplicable allure, drawing
viewers into discussions and interactions
at  a  higher  rate  than  expected.  Our
statistical  analysis  supports  the  notion
that there is something about the Cullen
name  that  drives  viewers  to  engage  in
conversation—the name almost acts like a
natural  conversation  starter,  eliciting
comments  and  fostering  dialogue  in  the
digital space.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In the words of a jocular academic, one
might  even  say  that  Cullen  isn't  just  a
name,  it's  a  conversation  catalyst!  And
judging by our data,  this seems to have
become a Cullendary occurrence on Extra
History videos.

DISCUSSION

Our  investigation  into  the  correlation
between  the  prevalence  of  the  name
"Cullen"  and  comment  counts  on  Extra
History videos has unveiled an intriguing
relationship. The empirical findings from
our study align with prior research on the
influence  of  names  on  human  behavior,
substantiating the idea that nomenclature
indeed  plays  a  role  in  shaping  social
interactions, even in the digital realm.

The  striking  positive  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9586506  indicates  a
substantial  association  between  the
prevalence of the name "Cullen" and the
average  number  of  comments  on  Extra
History  YouTube  videos.  These  findings
are consistent with earlier work by Smith
and Doe, who suggested that names can
influence  identity  formation  and  social
interactions. Our results suggest that the
Cullen  phenomenon  extends  beyond
individual  identity  to  affect  collective
engagement, demonstrating the profound
impact  of  nomenclature  on  virtual
discourse.

Further  supporting  this  correlation,  our
research  echoes  the  insights  of  Hough
(2016)  and  Levitt  and  Dubner  (2005),
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emphasizing  the  multifaceted  nature  of
naming practices and the unconventional
factors  that  shape  human behavior.  The
strong  statistical  significance  of  the
correlation,  with  a  p-value  of  less  than
0.01,  aligns  with  the  unconventional
nature  of  the  Cullen  phenomenon,
resonating with the thematic exploration
of  unconventional  influences  on  societal
trends in "Freakonomics."

It appears that the Cullen name exerts a
compelling force, akin to the unexpected
challenges faced by the character Cedric
Diggory  in  J.K.  Rowling's  "Harry  Potter
and  the  Goblet  of  Fire."  Much  like  the
enigmatic  allure  of  Edward  Cullen  in
"Twilight," our findings reveal a magnetic
pull associated with the name "Cullen" in
the  virtual  sphere,  driving  viewers  to
engage  in  conversation  at  a  remarkably
higher rate.

As  we  consider  the  implications  of  our
findings,  it  becomes  evident  that  the
relationship  between  nomenclature  and
online engagement is anything but trivial.
The  Cullen  name  seems  to  act  as  a
natural  conversation  starter,  eliciting
comments  and  fostering  dialogue  in  the
digital  space.  In a sense,  one might say
that the Cullen phenomenon has become
a Cullendar occurrence on Extra History
videos,  stirring  up  conversations  much
like  a  good  ol'  dad  joke  at  a  family
gathering.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
correlation between the prevalence of the
first  name  "Cullen"  and  the  average
number  of  comments  on  Extra  History
YouTube  videos  has  yielded  compelling
results.  The  strikingly  robust  positive
correlation  coefficient  and  statistically
significant  p-value  underscore  the
noteworthy  relationship  we  have
uncovered.  It  seems  that  the  name
"Cullen"  has  a  remarkable  knack  for
spurring  engagement,  provoking
discussions, and fostering interactions in

the digital sphere. One might even say it's
a Cullendary occurrence!

As much as we are tempted to indulge in
a pun or two, we must also acknowledge
the  avenues  of  further  exploration  that
our research has illuminated. Our findings
invite continued inquiry into the intricate
interplay  between  nomenclature  and
online  engagement,  urging  scholars  to
delve  deeper  into  the  mechanisms
underlying  this  unexpected  correlation.
While  our  study  provides  a  valuable
starting  point,  there  are  undoubtedly
more  layers  to  unravel  in  the  Cullen
conundrum.

Our research has exposed an amusing yet
thought-provoking phenomenon—one that
beckons  us  to  confront  the  enigmatic
influence  of  a  name  on  virtual
interactions.  However,  as  much  as  we
revel in the whimsy of this correlation, we
must also recognize that further research
in this area may offer diminishing returns.
After  all,  how  many  more
"Cullenversations"  do  we  need  to  have
before we conclude that the relationship
between  the  name  "Cullen"  and  Extra
History comments is  indeed,  statistically
"puntastic"?
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