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Abstract

The age-old question of whether extraterrestrial encounters have any influence on human behavior and 
decision-making has been a source of fascination and speculation. In this research paper, we take a 
statistical probe into the connection between votes for the Republican presidential candidate in Nevada 
and reported UFO sightings in the state. Our study is grounded in data from the MIT Election Data and 
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the National UFO Reporting Center, spanning from 1976 to 2020. 
We unearth a surprising correlation coefficient of 0.9402472 and p < 0.01, indicating a remarkably strong 
positive relationship between these seemingly disparate phenomena. It seems that when it comes to 
choosing political leaders, Nevadans may have been influenced by more than just earthly matters. To put 
it simply, the data suggests that the voting patterns and extraterrestrial activity in Nevada are "out of this 
world" in more ways than one.
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1. Introduction

"Space:  the  final  frontier."  This  famous
refrain from Star Trek seems to have taken
on a new dimension in Nevada, not just in
terms of exploration, but also in the realm of

politics.  While  we  may  not  have  Captain
Kirk  or  Mr.  Spock  running  for  office,  our
research unveils an unexpected connection
between voting behavior and the presence
of unidentified flying objects, or as we fondly
call them, UFOs.
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It's  no surprise that  when it  comes to the
mysterious realm of politics, we're often left
feeling like we're on another planet. But in
Nevada,  it  seems  that  the  connection
between  Republican  votes  and  UFO
sightings is  more than just  a joke – it's  a
statistical reality. While we may be used to
political  pundits  cracking  wise,  our  data
points to an unexpected link that is truly "out
of this world."

Speaking of which, did you hear about the
UFO  party  that  finally  landed  in  Nevada?
The election results were "out of this world"!
But before you think we're just delivering a
cosmic conundrum, let's delve into the data
and  shed  some  light  on  this  heavenly
phenomenon.

Our  research  aims  to  probe  the  "alien"
influence on human behavior and decision-
making, and no, we're not talking about little
green  men  whispering  campaign  slogans.
We're diving into the statistical abyss of the
MIT  Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,
Harvard Dataverse,  and the National  UFO
Reporting Center to unravel the seemingly
disparate  yet  oddly  correlated  phenomena
of  political  preferences  and  extraterrestrial
encounters.

Now, it may sound like we're simply outing
votes and UFOs, but our findings point to a
correlation coefficient of 0.9402472 with p <
0.01, a strikingly strong positive relationship
that's hard to ignore. It seems that when it
comes  to  choosing  political  leaders,
Nevadans  may  have  been  influenced  by
more  than  just  earthly  matters.  To  put  it
simply,  the  voting  patterns  and
extraterrestrial activity in Nevada are "out of
this world" in more ways than one. And no,
it's not just because Area 51 is nearby!

As we embark on this research journey, we
invite you to join us in unraveling the cosmic
threads of politics and UFOs. It's not every
day that we get to blend data analysis with
sightings that  are truly  "out  of  this  world,"
but in Nevada, anything seems possible –

even an encounter that's both political and
extraterrestrial.

2. Literature Review

It  is  vital  to  note  that  the  relationship
between political  preferences  and  unusual
phenomena  has  long  confounded
researchers and enthusiasts alike. Smith et
al. (2015) conducted a study on the impact
of environmental factors on voting behavior,
albeit  without  considering  intergalactic
influences.  Meanwhile,  Doe  and  Jones
(2018) explored the sociological aspects of
political  decision-making,  overlooking  the
potential  interstellar  motivations  of  voters.
These  earlier  studies,  while  illuminating,
failed to reach for the stars in understanding
the  cosmic  dimensions  of  political
allegiances.

In "The Nevada UFO and Republican Vote
Connection" by X. Files (2019), the authors
find  that  there  is  a  strong  positive
association  between  votes  for  the
Republican  presidential  candidate  in
Nevada and  reported  UFO sightings.  This
finding suggests that perhaps residents are
looking  for  leaders  who  are  "unearthly"  in
their  policy  perspectives – or  perhaps are
simply attracted to candidates with "stellar"
qualities.

Now, let's take a moment to appreciate the
punny  potential  of  this  research.  Why  did
the  Republican  candidate  campaign  near
Area  51?  Because  they  heard  the  votes
there were "out of this world"! It's enough to
make any political  scientist  chuckle  at  the
astronomical absurdity of it all.

In "Close Encounters of  the Political  Kind"
by E.  T.  Al.  (2020),  the authors delve into
the  psychological  underpinnings  of  voters'
choices  and  suggest  that  perhaps  the
cosmic unknown exerts a captivating pull on
Nevada  residents.  Who  knew  that  the
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"alien"  electorate  had  such  sway  in  the
Silver State?

Moving away from the world of non-fiction
literature,  let's  explore  how  this  topic  is
subtly  intertwined  with  certain  fictional
works.  From  "Men  in  Black:  Alien
Encounters  and  Conservatism"  to  "Star
Wars:  The  Republican  Empire  Strikes
Back,"  the  cultural  influence  of
extraterrestrial  narratives  on  political
inclinations cannot be overlooked.

And speaking of  extraterrestrial  narratives,
who  could  forget  the  impact  of  classic
cartoons  and  children's  shows  on  our
understanding of alien life and its potential
impact  on political  affiliations? SpongeBob
SquarePants may not hail from a UFO, but
his underwater escapades certainly give us
a  glimpse  into  what  different  political
systems  might  look  like  in  otherworldly
realms.

In summary, while the connection between
votes  for  the  Republican  presidential
candidate  in  Nevada  and  reported  UFO
sightings may initially seem like a topic fit for
science  fiction,  our  research  illuminates  a
statistically strong correlation that cannot be
dismissed. These findings open up a cosmic
kaleidoscope  of  possibilities  for  future
investigations  and,  dare  I  say,  "unearthly"
electoral predictions.

3. Our approach & methods

To  tackle  the  extraterrestrial  enigma  and
political  puzzle,  we  embarked  on  a  data
odyssey that took us to the far reaches of
the  internet,  navigating  through  the  MIT
Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,  Harvard
Dataverse, and the National UFO Reporting
Center.  Our  research  team  dove  into  the
depths  of  historical  records  from  1976  to
2020, navigating through the data like UFOs
maneuvering through the Nevada skies.

To  begin,  we  harnessed  the  power  of
advanced statistical methods, equivalent to

launching  a  probe  into  the  unknown,  to
analyze  the  relationship  between
Republican  votes  and  reported  UFO
sightings  in  Nevada.  Our  team  employed
the  trusty  Pearson  correlation  coefficient,
illuminating the shadows of uncertainty with
a blinding statistical spotlight.

Before delving into the cosmic connections,
we conducted extensive data cleansing and
preparation – akin to ensuring our research
vessel  was  equipped  with  the  latest  in
space-age  technology.  Our  team
meticulously combed through the datasets,
addressing missing values and outliers like
cosmic  debris  cluttering  our  path  to
understanding. We then performed a series
of statistical tests to confirm the robustness
of our findings, like conducting a thorough
diagnostic  check  on  a  spacecraft  before
liftoff.

With our statistical  arsenal primed, we set
out  to  analyze  the  data,  seeking  patterns
that  might  illuminate  the  celestial  ties  to
political  inclinations.  We  employed
sophisticated  regression  analyses,  akin  to
charting the trajectory of a celestial body, to
unravel  the  gravitational  pull  between
Republican  votes  and  UFO  sightings  in
Nevada.  Our model braved the turbulence
of  complex  data  interactions,  much  like  a
spacecraft  navigating  through  asteroid
fields, to unveil  the captivating relationship
between  these  seemingly  disparate
phenomena.

Next,  we  piloted  an  assortment  of  time-
series  analyses  to  discern  any  temporal
anomalies  in  the  data,  akin  to  monitoring
space-time disturbances in the fabric of the
universe.  We  synced  our  time-traveling
algorithms to the epochs of electoral cycles
and UFO sightings,  shedding light  on any
cosmic synchronicities that might influence
voting behavior in the Silver State.

In  our  quest  for  empirical  truth,  we
embarked on a voyage through the galaxy
of  statistical  analysis,  equipped  with  the
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latest  cosmic-caliber  tools  to  uncover  the
interstellar  influences  on  political
preferences  in  Nevada.  Our  research
methodologies  were  woven  together  like
constellations  in  the  night  sky,  forming  a
celestial tapestry of insights that stretch "out
of this world."

And  remember,  when  it  comes  to
uncovering  cosmic  correlations,  we're  not
just reaching for the stars – we're reaching
for the polls too!

4. Results

The analysis of the data collected revealed
a  remarkably  strong  positive  relationship
between  the  votes  for  the  Republican
presidential  candidate  in  Nevada  and
reported  UFO  sightings  in  the  state.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9402472  and  r-
squared of 0.8840647 demonstrated a high
degree  of  association  between  these  two
seemingly unrelated phenomena. It  seems
that  when  it  comes  to  choosing  political
leaders, Nevadans may have been inspired
by  more  than  just  earthly  matters.  The
extraterrestrial  factor  may  have  played  a
significant  role  in  shaping  the  political
landscape of Nevada.

Fig. 1 illustrates the scatterplot depicting the
clear  and  compelling  connection  between
Republican  votes  and  reported  UFO
sightings in Nevada. The data points form a
strikingly  upward-sloping  pattern,
highlighting  the  "otherworldly"  impact  on
political preferences in the Silver State.

Now,  for  the  punchline:  What  did  the
Nevada desert say to the UFO? "You're not
the  only  one  with  a  strange  attraction
around here!" 

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This  unexpected  correlation  prompts  a
reevaluation  of  the  conventional  factors
influencing voter behavior. While we cannot
definitively prove causation, the strength of
the  relationship  between  these  variables
cannot  be  dismissed  as  a  mere
coincidence.  It's  safe  to  say  that  when  it
comes to elections in Nevada, the sky's not
the limit – the universe might just play a part
too.

So, what do you get when you cross a UFO
with a Nevada voter? A "close encounter" at
the ballot  box!  But  our  research  suggests
that this "close encounter" may not just be a
cosmic joke after all.

5. Discussion

The findings of our study offer a compelling
case  for  the  influence  of  extraterrestrial
activity on political preferences in Nevada. It
may  seem like  a  cosmic  coincidence,  but
our results align with prior research that has
hinted  at  the  interplay  between  unusual
phenomena  and  voter  behavior.  The
seemingly "out of this world" connection we
uncovered  between Republican  votes  and
reported  UFO  sightings  in  Nevada  lends
support  to  prior  studies  that  have  probed
into  the  more  unearthly  dimensions  of
political allegiances.

While most researchers may keep their feet
firmly  planted  on  the  ground,  our  study
dared to look to the stars, in line with the
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work of X. Files (2019), who first proposed
the  idea  of  a  connection  between  UFO
sightings  and  political  preferences  in
Nevada. Our findings echo and amplify the
notion  that  perhaps  residents  are  seeking
leaders with a touch of the "extraterrestrial"
in  their  policy  perspectives.  As  the saying
goes,  "politics  is  a  UFO  –  Unidentified
Floating Object!"

The  strong  positive  association  we
uncovered not only challenges conventional
understandings  of  voter  behavior  but  also
prompts  a  reconsideration  of  the
gravitational  forces  at  play  in  shaping
political landscapes. Could it be that the lure
of  the  unknown  reaches  beyond  the
scientific  sphere  and  into  the  ballot  box?
Our work supports the argument put forth by
E.  T.  Al.  (2020)  that  the  cosmic  unknown
may  indeed  wield  a  captivating  pull  on
Nevada residents.

Now, let's address the elephant… or rather,
the UFO in the room. The punchline might
just be that our initial literature review, which
ventured into the realms of  science fiction
and  unconventional  influences  on  political
inclinations,  was  not  as  far-fetched  as  it
seemed.  Maybe  there's  more  truth  to  the
notion that "Men in Black" and "Star Wars"
narratives have subliminally shaped political
preferences than we'd like to admit.

The  "close  encounters"  we  observed
through our analysis further emphasize that
perhaps, as unlikely as it may seem, there
is a connection between the terrestrial and
the extraterrestrial in the political terrain of
Nevada.  One  could  say  that  our  findings
have truly highlighted the "Martian" impact
on the Silver State's voting patterns.

In  conclusion,  our  research  suggests  that
there could be more to the political choices
of Nevada residents than meets the eye –
or  should  we  say,  more  than  meets  the
telescope? While this study might seem like
the "X-Files"  of  political  analysis,  the data
speaks  for  itself.  Our  results  urge  further

exploration into the unearthly dimensions of
voter behavior and add a new layer to the
joke,  "Why  did  the  Nevada  desert  and
Nevada  voters  both  attract  UFOs?  They
both have a strange pull!"

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  unveiled  a
connection between Nevada's penchant for
Republican votes and the cosmic sightings
of UFOs. The statistical findings revealed a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9402472,
indicating  a  remarkably  strong  positive
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated phenomena. It appears that when
it  comes  to  political  decision-making,
Nevadans might have taken a detour to the
outer  limits  of  the  galaxy  for  some
otherworldly inspiration.

As we wrap up this investigation, it's clear
that the political landscape in Nevada is not
just  a  "little  green"  when  it  comes  to
influences. The extraterrestrial factor seems
to have left an indelible mark on the state's
voting patterns, proving that when it comes
to  politics,  the  truth  might  indeed  be  "out
there."

So, what's the takeaway from all this astro-
political revelation? Well, it seems that when
it comes to Nevada's electoral dynamics, it's
not just the candidates who are reaching for
the  stars.  The  Silver  State's  voters  might
have had their eyes on the skies as well. It
looks like when individuals  in  Nevada say
they are voting with the universe in  mind,
they might be quite literal about it.

In light of these findings, it  seems that the
words of astronomer Carl Sagan ring true –
"We are made of star stuff." And it  seems
that  in  Nevada,  this  star  stuff  might  have
had a hand in shaping political destinies.

Now, as for future research in this area, we
can  confidently  say  that  no  further
investigations  are  needed.  It's  clear  that
when it comes to the intersection of politics

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



and extraterrestrial phenomena in Nevada,
the evidence is as bright as a flying saucer
at midnight. With our findings, we have truly
reached the final frontier - case closed!

So,  what  do  you  get  when  you  combine
Nevada's  political  landscape  with  UFO
sightings? A comedic yet cosmic correlation
that's  simply  "out  of  this  world"!  And  with
that,  we  bid  adieu  to  this  unusual  yet
amusing  intertwining  of  politics  and  the
paranormal in the Silver State.
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