
The Journal of Ecological Politics and International Energy Relations (2024) 52, 51-71

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

The Blue and the Fuel: Unearthing the Surprising 
Relationship Between Democrat Senate Votes in 
Minnesota and Jet Fuel Consumption in Papua New 
Guinea

Claire Horton, Aaron Tucker, Grace P Tucker

Institute of Sciences; Cambridge, Massachusetts

KEYWORDS

"Minnesota Senate votes, jet fuel consumption, correlation," "Political voting patterns, fuel 
consumption correlation," "Democrat votes Minnesota, jet fuel Papua New Guinea," "Minnesota 
political influence, Papua New Guinea jet fuel," "Relationship between Democrat Senate votes, 
jet fuel consumption," "Political voting patterns, environmental impact," "Minneapolis Democrat 
votes, Papua New Guinea jet fuel," "Minnesota Senate voting trends, global fuel consumption," 
"Influence of Minnesota Senate votes on jet fuel use."

Abstract

This paper ventures into the uncharted territory of linking political voting patterns in the Land of 10,000 
Lakes to the consumption of jet fuel in the picturesque Papua New Guinea. Utilizing a comprehensive 
dataset spanning over four decades and drawing on rigorous statistical methods, we uncovered an 
unexpected correlation that has left us pleasantly bewildered. With a correlation coefficient of 0.9243605 
and a robust p-value of < 0.01, our findings reveal a striking positive association between the proportion 
of Democrat votes for Senators in Minnesota and the amount of jet fuel consumed in the verdant lands of 
Papua New Guinea. It appears that as Democrat support in Minnesota rises, so too does the utilization of 
jet fuel in the distant island nation. Our results have left us reconciling with the notion that, indeed, what 
happens in Minnesota may not stay in Minnesota. It seems that the land of 10,000 lakes may wield an 
inadvertent yet tangible influence on the fuel consumption habits of the remote Melanesian paradise. In 
conclusion, as we ponder the implications of our findings, we are reminded of a classic dad joke: "Why 
don't skeletons fight each other? They don't have the guts." Yet, in our case, it seems that the skeletal 
political landscape of Minnesota is challenging the geographical boundaries of influence, leaving us 
tickled and gasoline-ing up for further research into this unexpected connection.
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1. Introduction

As  researchers,  we  often  find  ourselves
traversing uncharted territories in search of
unexpected  connections  and  correlations
that  leave  us  pleasantly  bewildered.  Our
latest foray into the world of political voting
patterns  and  energy  consumption  has  led
us  to  uncover  a  surprising  relationship
between  Democrat  Senate  votes  in
Minnesota  and  jet  fuel  consumption  in
Papua  New  Guinea.  This  remarkable
discovery  has  captivated  our  scientific
curiosity and nudged us to delve deeper into
the  underlying  mechanisms  driving  this
unexpected association.

The  pursuit  of  scientific  knowledge  often
takes us to unexpected places, much like a
physicist taking an impromptu trip to the zoo
- it's a journey of discovery that is bound to
ruffle  some  feathers.  In  this  case,  the
feathers  being  ruffled  are  those  of
conventional  wisdom,  as  our  findings
challenge the notion of disparate, unrelated
spheres of political decision-making and fuel
consumption.

Utilizing a rich and comprehensive dataset
spanning over four decades, we employed
rigorous statistical methods to scrutinize the
intricate  relationship  between  Democrat
votes in Minnesota and jet fuel consumption
in  Papua  New  Guinea.  Our  analysis
revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9243605 and a robust p-value of < 0.01,
illustrating a strong and significant positive
association  between  these  seemingly
distant variables.

As  we  ponder  the  implications  of  our
findings, we are reminded of a classic dad
joke: "I would tell you a joke about UDP, but
you might not get it." Much like this playful
jest,  our  research  has  unearthed  a
connection  that  invites  further  exploration
and  leaves  us  with  a  sense  of  genuine
surprise.

In the following sections, we will delve into
the intricacies of our methodology, present
our findings in detail, and discuss potential
explanations  for  this  unexpected
relationship. Our aim is to shed light on a
phenomenon  that  challenges  traditional
boundaries and inspires further inquiry into
the  fascinating  interplay  between  political
dynamics and energy usage.

2. Literature Review

Given  the  unexpected  nature  of  our
findings, we begin this literature review by
looking at established research on political
voting  patterns  and  energy  consumption,
before  embarking  on  a  playful  tangent.
Smith  and  Doe  (2008)  examined  the
political  landscape  of  Minnesota  and  its
voting behaviors. Their work delved into the
historical  context  and demographic  factors
shaping  voting  preferences  in  the  state.
Meanwhile,  Jones  (2015)  explored  the
intricacies  of  energy  consumption  in
geographical regions with limited access to
modern infrastructure, shedding light on the
challenges  and  opportunities  in  remote
energy usage.

Transitioning  to  a  more  lighthearted  note,
we can't help but draw inspiration from non-
fiction works that  tangentially relate to our
unexpected  findings.  In  "The  Energy  of
Nations"  by  Jeremy  Leggett,  the  author
examines the interplay between politics and
energy,  albeit  on  a  global  scale.  On  the
political  front,  "Minnesota  Politics  and
Government"  by  Daniel  S.  Rowe  offers  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  state's
political landscape. Turning to the realm of
fiction,  "Jet  Fuel"  by  Leopoldo  Gout  and
"Minnesota  Nice"  by  Ellen  and  David  K.
Wenzel  present  intriguing  titles  that,  while
not  directly  related  to  our  study,  certainly
capture  the  essence  of  our  unexpected
correlation.
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Venturing into the world of social media, we
stumbled upon an intriguing post on Twitter
that  read,  "Just  realized  that  my  favorite
Senator from Minnesota and my favorite jet
fuel brand both have 'blue' in their names.
Coincidence?  I  think  not!  #MinnesotaBlue
#JetFuelDreams"  This  light-hearted
commentary  showcases  the  spontaneous
musings  of  individuals  navigating  the
fascinating  landscape  of  political  and
energy-related  discussions.  Similarly,  a
Facebook post  humorously  quipped,  "Who
would've thought  that  the secret  to  Papua
New Guinea's energy woes lies in the voting
booths of Minnesota? #BlueWaveofFuel"

In navigating the unexpected terrain of our
research, we are reminded of the words of
wisdom  from  the  academic  sphere:  "Why
did  the  statistician  break  up  with  the
chemist? They had no chemistry." Much like
this  quip,  our  study  unearths  a  surprising
connection  that  piques  our  academic
curiosity  and  beckons  further  investigation
into  the  whimsical  interplay  of  political
dynamics and energy consumption.

Next  in  the  paper,  we  would  delve  into  a
detailed  presentation  of  our  methodology,
findings,  and  discussion  of  potential
explanations for this intriguing correlation.

3. Our approach & methods

To  uncover  the  perplexing  relationship
between  Democrat  Senate  votes  in
Minnesota  and  jet  fuel  consumption  in
Papua  New  Guinea,  we  embarked  on  a
methodological  adventure  that  involved
traversing through vast  troves of data and
employing an array of analytical techniques
that would make even a statistician ponder
his life choices.

First and foremost, we amassed a treasure
trove of data from renowned sources such
as the MIT Election Data and Science Lab,
Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the  Energy
Information  Administration.  This  process

involved  sifting  through  countless
spreadsheets, databases, and web archives
- an endeavor reminiscent of a valiant knight
bravely  navigating  through  a  labyrinth  to
seek  the  elusive  golden  fleece  (or  in  our
case,  correlations that  leave us scratching
our heads). 

Once  we  had  assembled  our  dataset,
spanning from 1980 to 2020, we embarked
on  the  arduous  task  of  cleaning  and
organizing the data. We sieved through the
data  with  the  meticulousness  of  a  grape
inspector selecting only the ripest grapes for
the  finest  wine,  discarding  any
discrepancies and outliers like a discerning
sommelier casting aside a flawed vintage.

The next step in our odyssey involved the
application of rigorous statistical methods to
tease out the hidden associations between
the proportion of Democrat Senate votes in
Minnesota and the jet  fuel consumption in
Papua New Guinea. We navigated through
the  statistical  landscape  like  intrepid
explorers,  sifting  through  regression
analyses, correlation coefficients, and trend
analyses  with  the  mindfulness  of  a
seasoned  cartographer  carefully  plotting  a
new course through uncharted territories.

As  we  meticulously  combed  through  the
data,  our  pursuit  of  correlation  led  us  to
uncover  a  surprising  relationship  with  a
correlation coefficient of 0.9243605 and a p-
value  that  proudly  proclaimed  "<  0.01."
These  results  left  us  as  startled  as  a
physicist bumping into an elusive particle in
the Large Hadron Collider's data – it was a
discovery that seemed both improbable and
deeply intriguing.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry and a good
pun,  we  approached  our  analysis  with  all
the  humor  of  a  dad  joke  enthusiast.  We
were meticulous in our quest to uncover the
truth,  yet  we couldn't  resist  the occasional
quip to lighten the mood, much like a wise-
cracking scientist  pondering the intricacies
of quantum mechanics.
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4. Results

The examination of Democrat Senate votes
in  Minnesota  and  jet  fuel  consumption  in
Papua  New  Guinea  uncovered  a  notable
correlation.  This  unexpected  relationship
has  left  us  both  intrigued  and  in  need  of
some "plane" explanation. 

The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9243605,
along with an r-squared value of 0.8544423,
indicates  a  strong  positive  association
between the proportion of  Democrat  votes
for Senators in Minnesota and the amount
of jet fuel consumed in Papua New Guinea.
If we were to concoct a cocktail of political
preferences  and  aviation  fuel,  it  would
certainly be something to "fly" for!

Figure  1  displays  a  clear  and  compelling
scatterplot  that  visually  encapsulates  the
robust  correlation  between  the  two
variables;  it's  almost  as  if  the  data  points
are  jetting  off  on  a  statistically  significant
journey of influence.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

It  would  seem  that  Democrat  support  in
Minnesota  leaves  a  discernible  imprint  on
the  jet  fuel  scene  in  Papua  New Guinea.
This revelation has us wondering if there's a
direct flight from Minnesota to Papua New
Guinea or  if  Democrat  support  is  just  that
powerful.  Perhaps  we  need  to  call  it  the
"Democrat Jetstream Effect."

In  conclusion,  our  findings  have led us to
contemplate the reach of political influence
across vast geographical distances as well
as to perfect our airplane-themed dad jokes.
As  we  ponder  the  implications  of  this
surprising connection, we are reminded of a
classic dad joke: "I used to be a baker, but I
couldn't make enough dough." Similarly, our
research has certainly kneaded its way into
uncovering unexpected relationships in the
world of statistics and beyond.

5. Discussion

Our  findings  have  shed  light  on  a  truly
"plane-tastic"  connection  between  the
political landscape of Minnesota and the jet
fuel  consumption  patterns  in  Papua  New
Guinea.  With  a  correlation  coefficient
nearing  unity,  it  appears  that  the  "blue
wave"  of  Democrat  support  in  Minnesota
surges  across  the  Pacific,  leaving  a
palpable impact on jet fuel usage in Papua
New Guinea. These results not only support
but also elevate prior research, affirming the
substantial  influence  of  political  dynamics
on distant energy consumption patterns.

Drawing  from  the  established  literature,
Smith  and  Doe's  (2008)  exploration  of
Minnesota's  political  voting  behaviors  now
takes on a new shade of significance. The
historical  and  demographic  factors  that
shape  voting  patterns  not  only  resonate
within  the  boundaries  of  Minnesota  but
seem  to  extend  their  reach  across
geographical  expanses,  defying  traditional
explanations.  Similarly,  Jones's  (2015)
insights into energy consumption in remote
areas  gain  new  dimension  as  our  study
underlines  the  unforeseen  interplay
between  political  allegiances  and  energy
usage in a disparate locale.  It  seems that
our research has successfully fueled a new
avenue  of  inquiry  into  the  intricate
connections  between  seemingly  unrelated
variables.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



The playful tangents of our literature review,
while  originally  intended  for  lighthearted
amusement, have now assumed a poignant
relevance.  The  musings  on  Twitter  and
Facebook,  however whimsical  they initially
appeared, now encapsulate the essence of
our  findings  with  unexpected  accuracy,
demonstrating  the  permeation  of  political
influence across vast distances in the most
unusual  ways.  As  we  navigate  this
uncharted territory of  academic inquiry,  it's
as if the jokes themselves have taken flight,
transcending mere amusement to reflect the
genuine intrigue and unexpected outcomes
of scientific pursuit.

The robust statistical evidence presented in
this study has not only lent support to the
unforeseen  correlation  between  Democrat
Senate  votes  in  Minnesota  and  jet  fuel
consumption in Papua New Guinea but has
also  ignited  a  "fuel-ish"  blaze  of  curiosity
that demands further investigation. Just as
the  statistician  who  broke  up  with  the
chemist,  our  study  has  "jetted"  off  into
uncharted realms, leaving us to reckon with
unexpected unions in the realm of statistics
and scientific  exploration. As we mull over
the  implications  of  our  findings,  we  are
reminded of a timeless quip: "The past, the
present,  and the future walk  into a  bar.  It
was  tense,"  much  like  the  interplay  of
historical,  contemporary,  and  unforeseen
influences  converging  in  our  research
landscape.  Our  study  presents  a  unique
juncture  of  statistical  significance  and
unbridled  intellectual  curiosity,  beckoning
the  scientific  community  to  delve  deeper
into the whimsical yet revealing connections
that  may  await  discovery  in  the  intricate
tapestry of research and inquiry.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  uncanny
similarities  to  a  captivating  magic  show –
just  when  you  think  you've  seen  it  all,  a
surprising  connection  emerges,  leaving us

both mystified and entertained. Our findings
have  transported  us  into  the  realm  of
statistical  sorcery,  showcasing  a  strong
positive  association  between  Democrat
Senate  votes  in  Minnesota  and  jet  fuel
consumption in Papua New Guinea. It's as
though  the  very  essence  of  political
preference  is  fueling  the  distant  aviation
habits  of  Papua  New  Guinea,  leaving  us
pondering  the  enigmatic  magic  of  political
power.

Our  study  has  broadened  our  intellectual
horizons  and  highlighted  the  unexpected
ways  in  which  variables  from  seemingly
disparate  domains  can  exert  influence  on
each  other  –  much  like  a  surprising
chemistry  between  two  individuals  at  a
scientific  conference!  As we reflect  on the
implications  of  our  findings,  we  are
reminded of a classic dad joke: "I  told my
wife she should embrace her mistakes. She
gave me a hug." Similarly, our research has
embraced  the  unexpected  connection
between  political  votes  and  jet  fuel
consumption,  integrating  humor  into  the
sometimes  serious  world  of  academic
inquiry.

With  our  research  shedding  light  on  this
unanticipated  relationship,  we  can
confidently assert that no more research is
needed  in  this  area.  It  seems  that  the
Democratic  Jetstream Effect  has  flown in,
unmasked,  and  tickled  our  intellectual
curiosity,  leaving  us  with  a  full  tank  of
statistical satisfaction.
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