
MIT-CLX-2874, astre-qh/0004477

The Connection Between 'It's Wednesday My Dudes' Meme
Popularity and Average Length of minutephysics YouTube

Videos: A Correlative Analysis

Catherine Hernandez, Amelia Tucker, George P Tillman

The Journal of Internet Culture and Media Studies

The Institute for Internet Culture Studies

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Abstract

This paper presents the findings of a study examining the correlation between the proliferation of
the 'It's Wednesday My Dudes' meme and the average length of minutephysics YouTube videos.
Leveraging data from Google Trends and YouTube,  our research team sought to explore this
quirky nexus and quantify any potential relationship. The study period spanned from 2011 to
2023, encapsulating the peak epochs of Wednesday memes and youtube video lengths. Through
robust  statistical  analysis,  a  remarkably  high  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8834132  and  a
statistically  significant  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  were  derived,  indicating  a  substantive  link
between these seemingly disparate phenomena. This unexpected bond prompts further inquiry
into the intertwining dynamics of popular internet culture and scientific content creation, proving
that even in the vast expanse of digital content, the gravitational pull of a midweek meme can
influence the orbit of educational video durations.

1.  Introduction

The intersection of internet memes and YouTube video metrics has not traditionally been
a  focal  point  of  academic  inquiry,  but  as  the  digital  landscape  continues  to  evolve,
examining the potential connections between seemingly unrelated phenomena becomes
increasingly essential. In this paper, we embark on a whimsical journey to explore the
correlation between the widespread circulation of the 'It's Wednesday My Dudes' meme
and the average length of minutephysics YouTube videos. While the former has captured
the  attention  of  internet  denizens  with  its  zany  frog  and  midweek  mantra,  the  latter
represents a bastion of science communication in the online realm.
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The 'It's Wednesday My Dudes' meme, as enigmatic as it is absurd, gained traction within
the corridors of internet culture, prompting individuals to invoke a surreal frog-themed
exclamation as the clock strikes midweek. Meanwhile, minutephysics, with its succinct
yet informative elucidations of scientific concepts, has garnered a dedicated following
within  the  YouTube  community.  Uniting  these  disparate  entities,  we  find  ourselves
navigating the interplay of viral whimsy and educational content, seeking to unearth any
potential entwining threads.

As  we  delve  into  this  peculiar  juxtaposition,  we  are  compelled  to  acknowledge  the
inherently unconventional nature of this investigation. Embracing the idiosyncratic charm
of our  research  subject,  we aim to shed light  on the unexplored associations  lurking
within the bowels of internet subcultures and content creation paradigms. With a nod to
the capricious nature of our endeavor, we raise our analytical magnifying glass to discern
any semblance of a meaningful relationship between the buoyancy of the 'It's Wednesday
My Dudes' meme and the gravitational pull of minutephysics video lengths.

In  this  pursuit,  our  statistical  arsenal  stands  at  the  ready,  prepared  to  unravel  the
enigmatic interplay between internet frivolity and scientific dissemination. As we process
copious  data  and wield  complex algorithms,  it  is  our  hope that  amidst  the  academic
rigour,  we  may  also  infuse  a  measure  of  levity  and  absurdity  into  our  exploratory
odyssey. Stay tuned for the revelatory voyage that beckons,  where statistical  analysis
meets  meme  mystique  in  the  wondrous  tapestry  of  digital  culture  and  scientific
communication.

2.  Literature Review

Smith et  al.  (2017) conducted a  comprehensive  analysis  of  internet  memes and their
impact on online content consumption in their seminal work "Viral Vortex: Unraveling
the Web of Memetic Influence". The authors explored the pervasive nature of memes and
their  ability  to  captivate  audiences  across  digital  platforms,  offering  insights  into  the
underlying mechanisms of meme dissemination and resonance.

Doe and Jones (2019) further delved into the realm of YouTube video analytics in their
study "Trends in Digital Discourse: Unraveling the Threads of Online Video Culture".
Their examination of viewer engagement and content creation dynamics shed light on the
multifaceted  landscape  of  online  video  platforms,  hinting  at  the  intricate  interplay
between viral phenomena and digital content production.

On  a  related  note,  "Infinite  Jest"  by  David  Foster  Wallace  provides  a  ponderous
exploration of modern-day entertainment and its societal implications, offering a thought-
provoking  tapestry  of  interconnected  narratives  that  may  hold  subtle  parallels  to  the
intertwining dynamics of internet culture and scientific communication.
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In contrast, "A Brief History of Time" by Stephen Hawking offers a non-fiction lens into
the realms of physics and scientific discourse, serving as a cornerstone for understanding
the  complexities  of  scientific  communication,  albeit  divorced  from  the  buoyancy  of
online memes and their influence.

As we broach the realm of fiction, "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" by Douglas
Adams whimsically traverses the cosmos of absurdity and humor, capturing the essence
of a journey that parallels our own quest to uncover the unexpected correlations between
the  'It's  Wednesday  My  Dudes'  meme  and  minutephysics  video  lengths.  Meanwhile,
"Cat's Cradle" by Kurt Vonnegut offers a satirical reflection on the capricious nature of
human existence, echoing the playful spirit that permeates our investigation.

In a nod to the ever-evolving digital landscape, we cannot overlook the impact of other
internet  phenomena,  such  as  the  influential  'Charlie  Bit  My  Finger'  video  and  the
enigmatic allure of the Rickroll meme. These memes, embedded within the annals of
online folklore, serve as contextual touchstones for our exploration of the 'It's Wednesday
My Dudes' meme and its potential reverberations within the realm of educational content
dissemination on YouTube.

As we navigate the eclectic assortment of literature and cultural touchpoints, we stand
poised  to  unearth  the  intricate  tapestry  that  binds  internet  frivolity  and  scientific
enlightenment, embracing the enigmatic nature of this inquiry with scholarly resolve and
a touch of whimsy.

3.  Research Approach

Our study commenced with the advent of the 'It's Wednesday My Dudes' meme, which
set  the  internet  abuzz  with  its  quirky  amphibious  mascot  and  the  proclamation  of
midweek exuberance. To capture the zeitgeist of this internet sensation, we scoured the
annals  of  Google  Trends,  utilizing  keyword  search  volume  as  a  proxy  for  meme
popularity. The search terms "It's Wednesday My Dudes" and related variants served as
our  lighthouse  amidst  the  tempestuous  seas  of  internet  obscurity.  We  meticulously
monitored  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  search  activity,  peering  into  the  digital  ether  to
apprehend the undulating tides of meme fervor.

Simultaneously,  our  gaze  alighted  upon  the  serene  bastion  of  minutephysics,  where
concise  scientific  explications  are  imbued  with  the  unyielding  luminescence  of
knowledge. Upon the hallowed plains of YouTube, we embarked on a quest to measure
the average length of minutephysics videos, deploying algorithms to trace the temporal
contours of scientific edification. Like cosmic voyagers traversing the celestial expanse,
we charted the duration of each video, from the fleeting spark of a succinct elucidation to
the enthralling saga of an extended discourse.
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Combining the disparate strands of meme proliferation and scientific communication, we
conjured  a  mystical  alchemy of  data,  blending the  ephemeral  with  the  cerebral.  Our
perusal  spanned  the  years  from  2011  to  2023,  encapsulating  the  era  when  the  'It's
Wednesday My Dudes' meme waxed and waned, and the minutephysics YouTube channel
carved its indelible mark upon the virtual landscape.

Delving into the annals of statistical analysis, we summoned correlation coefficients, p-
values, and regression models to untangle the enigmatic bond between meme fervor and
video duration. Our statistical assemblage, reminiscent of arcane incantations, fostered an
intricate dance of numbers and ponderous algorithms, seeking to tease out the hidden ties
that bind midweek memes and scientific exposition.

In this venture, our inquiry bore the hallmarks of whimsy and rigour, as we merged our
statistical  rigor with a keen appreciation for the idiosyncratic nature of our endeavor.
Through this lens, we endeavored to uncover the mysterious forces that intertwine the
digital  frivolity  of  midweek  exuberance  with  the  gravitational  pull  of  scientific
dissemination.

4.  Findings

Our  analysis  yielded  intriguing  results  regarding  the  connection  between  the  'It's
Wednesday My Dudes' meme and the average length of minutephysics YouTube videos.
The correlation coefficient between these seemingly unrelated variables was found to be
0.8834132, with an r-squared value of 0.7804189. Moreover, the p-value obtained was
less than 0.01, indicating a statistically significant relationship that exceeded our initial
expectations.

Figure 1 displays a scatterplot illustrating the robust correlation between the prevalence
of the 'It's Wednesday My Dudes' meme and the duration of minutephysics videos. The
data points form a striking pattern, resembling the constellations in the digital cosmos,
with the meme's popularity exerting a palpable influence on the length of the scientific
presentations.

The  remarkable  strength  of  this  correlation  suggests  an  unforeseen  gravitational  pull
between the frivolity of a midweek exclamation and the temporal expanse of educational
content. The statistical significance of our findings underscores the need to appreciate the
unassuming  influence  of  internet  memes  on  the  dynamics  of  digital  educational
platforms.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, our study has unveiled an unexpected nexus between internet culture and
scientific content creation, highlighting the whimsical interconnectedness that permeates
the virtual realm. These findings encapsulate the essence of our inquiry, demonstrating
that even in the peculiar corridors of the internet, the gravitational waves of meme culture
can reverberate through the scientific expanse.

5.  Discussion on findings

The  findings  of  this  study  have  illuminated  an  intriguing  interplay  between  the  'It's
Wednesday  My  Dudes'  meme  and  the  average  duration  of  minutephysics  YouTube
videos, shedding light on the unforeseen gravitational pull exerted by internet memes on
scientific content creation. Our results have bolstered the prior research by Smith et al.
(2017) and Doe and Jones (2019), who hinted at the subtle but definitive influence of
viral phenomena on digital content production.

Smith et al. (2017) elucidated the captivating nature of memes and their ability to sway
online  content  consumption,  much  like  the  gravitational  force  that  governs  celestial
bodies  in  the  cosmic  expanse.  Our  study  fortifies  this  notion  by  unveiling  a  robust
correlation, akin to the gravitational pull of a celestial body, between the proliferation of
the 'It's Wednesday My Dudes' meme and the duration of minutephysics videos.

Furthermore,  the  work  of  Wallace  (1996)  in  "Infinite  Jest"  delves  into  the  intricate
tapestry of interconnected narratives, perhaps mirroring the complex interplay between
internet frivolity and scientific enlightenment that we have uncovered. As we embark on
our own narrative of discovery, the unexpected correlations unearthed in this study serve
as a nod to the whimsical cosmic absurdity echoed in "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy" (Adams, 1979) and the capricious nature of human existence depicted in "Cat's
Cradle" (Vonnegut, 1963).
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The statistically significant relationship between the 'It's Wednesday My Dudes' meme
and the average length of minutephysics YouTube videos suggests a gravitational wave of
influence, akin to the perturbative effects of celestial bodies on each other's trajectories.
Much like  the  ebb and flow of  cosmic  gravitational  fields,  the  dynamics  of  internet
culture  can  exert  subtle  yet  tangible  impacts  on  the  production  and  consumption  of
scientific content.

In essence, our study provides a compelling narrative that intertwines the buoyancy of
internet memes with the scholarly resolve of scientific communication, encapsulating the
playful spirit that permeates this investigation. The unexpected correlations unearthed in
this  study serve as a testament to the whimsical interconnectedness that pervades the
digital  realm,  urging researchers to  embrace the complexities  of  internet  culture with
scholarly zeal and a touch of cosmic humor.

6.  Conclusion

In  the  whimsical  tapestry  of  digital  culture  and  scientific  communication,  our
investigation  has  untangled  the  enigmatic  dance  between  the  buoyancy  of  the  'It's
Wednesday My Dudes' meme and the gravitational pull of minutephysics video lengths.
The unprecedented correlation coefficient of 0.8834132 and statistically significant p-
value  of  less  than  0.01  have  illuminated  an  entwining  nexus  that  transcends  the
conventional boundaries of internet culture and science dissemination.

Evidently, the midweek exclamation holds sway over the temporal expanse of scientific
presentations, akin to a surreptitious puppeteer orchestrating the duration of educational
content. This unexpected alliance underscores the capricious nature of digital phenomena,
where the frivolity of internet memes intertwines with the scientific expanse, redefining
the contours of educational content creation in the virtual realm.

As we stride briskly towards the culmination of this peculiar odyssey, it is with a tinge of
whimsy and scholarly aplomb that we assert the formidable influence of meme culture on
the gravitational waves of scientific content. The constellations in the digital cosmos have
indeed  aligned  to  reveal  the  uncharted  synergies  between  internet  frivolity  and
educational video durations, beckoning us to ponder the ripple effects of meme mystique
in the scientific expanse.

In light of these revelatory findings, it is with a hint of levity and a profound respect for
the  unconventional  that  we  declare  the  emergence  of  a  substantial  gravitational  pull
between the 'It's Wednesday My Dudes' meme and minutephysics video lengths. As such,
we assert that no further research into this paradigm-shifting nexus is warranted, for the
digital cosmos has disclosed its secrets with a zany flourish, leaving us simultaneously
astounded and amused.
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In the spirit of the meme that illuminated our path, we bid adieu to this offbeat inquiry,
the gravitational waves of our findings resonating through the expanse of internet culture
and scientific communication.
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