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Chomping on Cheddar: The Curious Correlation Between American
Cheese Consumption and the 'This is Fine' Meme
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As the saying goes, "When life gives you cheese, make fondue" - a sentiment that resonates with American cheese enthusiasts and internet meme aficionados
alike. In this study, we sought to uncover the hidden relationship between the consumption of American cheese and the popularity of the 'this is fine' meme,
known for its firey humor. Leveraging data from the USDA and Google Trends, our research team examined the period from 2006 to 2021 to determine
whether a correlation exists between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. Our findings revealed a rather cheesy surprise - a striking correlation coefficient
of 0.9309756 and p < 0.01, suggesting a strong positive relationship between American cheese consumption and the prevalence of the 'this is fine' meme.
This  tantalizing  correlation  invites  the  pun-tential  for  further  investigation  into  the  cultural  and  behavioral  factors  at  play.  So  let's  brie-f  all  in  our
interpretations and make a toast to the gouda old days when a slice of American cheese could truly bring a smile - or, at least, an ironic nod - to our faces!

"Did  you  hear  about  the  scientist  who  turned  herself  into  a
cheese?  She  wanted  to  do  a  little  self-experimentation  with
cheddar  genetics!  But  in  all  seriousness,  the  relationship
between  American  cheese  consumption  and  the  'this  is  fine'
meme is no joke. With the explosion of internet memes and the
enduring popularity of cheese in American culture, it's natural to
wonder  if  there's  a  deeper  connection  between  these  two
phenomena. In this study, we embark on a journey through the
land  of  statistics  and  memes  to  uncover  the  intriguing
correlation between these seemingly unrelated entities."

The  modern  era  has  seen  a  surge  in  the  consumption  of
American  cheese,  prompting  many  to  ponder  its  impact  on
societal trends and behaviors. Meanwhile, the 'this is fine' meme
has become a ubiquitous symbol of resigned humor in the face
of chaos, much like finding the last slice of cheese in the fridge.
Our study aims to  shed light  on whether there's  more to this
correlation than meets the eye - much like a good Gouda, it's all
about the layers.

As we delve into the statistical analysis, we must approach the
relationship between these variables  with a  calculated mix of
curiosity  and  caution.  After  all,  correlation  does  not  imply
causation - unless, of course, you're talking about the causative
effect of cheese-induced happiness! Nonetheless, understanding
the  extent  of  this  correlation  is  crucial  in  unraveling  the
sociocultural dynamics at play. It's  a bit like peeling back the
layers of an onion - or in this case, a wheel of cheese - to reveal
the flavorful intricacies within.

Upon immersing ourselves in the data, we were met with some
rather cheesy surprises. The correlation coefficient of 0.9309756
and p < 0.01 left us feeling gratefully amused, akin to stumbling
upon a sharp cheddar pun in a scholarly article. This substantial
correlation leads us to question - is the love for American cheese
fueling the flames of the 'this is fine' meme, or is it merely a

coincidental  curd-incidence  in  the  grand  narrative  of  internet
culture?

In the following sections, we will dissect the data and explore
potential  explanations  for  this  compelling  connection,
navigating through the statistical landscape with the precision of
a Swiss cheese slicer. So, let's dive into this creamy concoction
of statistics and memes, and as they say, "Keep calm and brie-
lieve in the power of cheese and humor!"

Review of existing research

In  their  seminal  work,  Smith  and  Doe  (2015)  conducted  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  American  cheese  consumption
patterns  in  the  United  States,  providing  a  foundation  for
understanding the cultural and dietary significance of this dairy
product.  Their  findings  illuminated  the  pervasive  presence  of
American  cheese  in  the  American  diet,  highlighting  its
versatility in culinary applications and its prevalence as a staple
ingredient in popular dishes. This cheesy exploration resonates
with the quest for knowledge that our study undertakes, albeit
with a side of crackers and a dash of whimsy. 

On the other end of the spectrum, Jones (2018) delved into the
emergent phenomenon of internet memes and their impact on
contemporary culture. His examination of the 'this is fine' meme,
characterized by its iconic image of a cartoon dog surrounded by
flames, provided valuable insights into the meme's widespread
appeal and its role as a vehicle for expressing ironic acceptance
in  the  face  of  adversity.  This  analysis  sets  the  stage  for  our
investigation into the interplay between cultural symbolism and
consumable dairy products, inviting us to ponder the memetic
potential of a well-placed cheese pun.
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Diving into non-fiction books, "The Big Cheese: A Closer Look
at  America's  Love  Affair  with  American  Cheese"  by  Melt  &
Mingle  (2019)  offers  a  detailed  exploration  of  the  historical,
cultural, and gastronomic aspects of American cheese, providing
a  rich  backdrop  for  contextualizing  its  relevance  in  modern
society. Likewise, "From Mice to Memes: Tracing the Evolution
of Internet Culture" by Byte & Bit (2017) traces the evolution of
internet  memes  and  their  interconnectedness  with  broader
sociocultural  dynamics,  setting the stage for  our  investigation
into the unlikely intersection of cheese consumption and digital
humor.

In  the  realm  of  fiction,  "The  Cheddar  Chronicle"  by  Brie
Authors  (2005) weaves  a  narrative tapestry  of  cheese-themed
intrigue and culinary escapades, perhaps offering a metaphorical
parallel to the intricate web of connections we seek to unravel in
our  study.  Furthermore,  "The  Gouda  Gambit"  by  Edam
Escapades  (2012)  presents  a  tantalizing  tale  of  suspense  and
savory  secrets,  reminding  us  that  beneath  the  surface  of
seemingly mundane topics, there may lie unexpected layers of
significance.

As  a  respite  from  the  scholarly  pursuit  of  knowledge,  the
research  team  sought  inspiration  and  insight  from  popular
television shows, such as "The Great British Bake Off," where
the art of cheese-making and the cultivation of a good pun are
celebrated  in  equal  measure.  Additionally,  "Parks  and
Recreation"  provided  a  comedic  backdrop  for  contemplation,
prompting us to consider the role of cheesy humor in shaping
societal interactions and cultural phenomena.

The convergence of these diverse sources lays the foundation for
our investigation into the correlation between American cheese
consumption and the 'this is fine' meme, offering a multifaceted
lens through which to interpret the tantalizing data that awaits.
And as we embark on this academic journey, let us not forget
that  when it  comes  to  cheese-related  research,  there's  always
room for a gouda pun or two.

Procedure

To unravel the enigmatic connection between American cheese
consumption and the popularity of the 'this is fine' meme, our
research team embarked on a scientific journey with the zest of a
lemon  and  the  dedication  of  a  cheese  connoisseur.  Our
methodology  involved  a  concoction  of  statistical  analyses,
internet trawling,  and a sprinkle of cheesy humor to decipher
this peculiar relationship.

We  began  our  study  by  gathering  data  on  American  cheese
consumption from the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) – the Mecca of muenster and the shrine of swiss. The
USDA  provided  us  with  a  treasure  trove  of  information,
allowing  us  to  track  the  consumption  patterns  of  American
cheese from 2006 to 2021, akin to tracing the evolution of a fine
wine - or cheese, in this case. The data was so Gouda, it almost
felt Brieliant!

After  savoring  the  USDA data,  we  turned  our  attention  to
Google Trends, the virtual playground for unraveling the ebbs
and flows of internet culture. By analyzing search volume trends

related to the 'this is fine' meme during the same time period, we
sought to capture the zeitgeist of online humor - as if we were
trying to catch a cheddar-scented breeze on the internet.

Now, here comes the gouda part – combining these two datasets!
We employed a series of statistical analyses, including Pearson's
correlation coefficient and regression modeling, to unearth the
potential  relationship  between  American  cheese  consumption
and the meme's popularity. Our calculations were as sharp as a
well-aged cheddar, yet as delicate as a crumbly blue cheese. 

But what sets our approach apart from the rest? Well, we didn't
just  stop  at  the  standard  analyses.  Oh  no,  we  seasoned  our
methodology with a  hint  of  creativity!  In a  daring move,  we
employed the 'cheese-factor analysis', a method of quantifying
the cheesiness of memes - a statistical feat as rare as a wheel of
fine parmesan.

Additionally, we conducted a comprehensive sentiment analysis
of social media posts related to both American cheese and the
'this is fine' meme. By parsing through the digital cheese-scape,
we  aimed  to  discern  the  emotional  undercurrents  that  could
contribute to this correlation. It was like sifting through a wheel
of Emmental to find the perfect cheesy nuggets of insight.

As with any thorough research endeavor, we navigated through
a maze of data with the precision of a seasoned cheesemonger,
carefully selecting the finest statistical tools and methodologies
to  unearth  the  hidden  connection  between  these  seemingly
unrelated entities.

With our comprehensive methodology in place and our sense of
humor well-aged, we ventured into uncharted statistical territory,
ready to melt away the mysteries and slice through the cheesy
layers of this intriguing correlation. As the data unfolded before
us, we couldn't help but quip about the 'whey-d' results we were
about to uncover – pun intended!

Findings

In  examining  the  relationship  between  American  cheese
consumption and the prevalence of the 'this is fine' meme, our
research team uncovered a rather gouda surprise. The correlation
coefficient  of  0.9309756  between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables  left  us  feeling  cheddarful  and  amused,  much  like
stumbling  upon  a  sharp  dad  joke.  The  r-squared  value  of
0.8667155  further  highlighted  the  strong  association  between
these cultural phenomena, reminiscent of the robust flavors of a
well-aged cheese.

Our  findings  suggest  a  strong  positive  relationship  between
American cheese consumption and the popularity of the 'this is
fine'  meme,  indicating  that  as  American  cheese  consumption
rises, so too does the prevalence of the 'this is fine' meme. It's as
if the internet culture has been saying, "Say cheese!" in the face
of adversity and finding humor in the midst of chaos - much like
finding a slice of American cheese hidden in the depths of the
refrigerator.

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  underscores  the  statistical
significance of this correlation, providing compelling evidence
for the connection between these variables. This discovery raises
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exciting possibilities for further research into the psychological
and  sociocultural  mechanisms  underlying  the  affinity  for
American cheese and the embrace of  the 'this  is  fine'  meme,
much like uncovering a hidden treasure in the depths of a cheese
wheel.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig.  1  depicts  a  scatterplot  illustrating  the  strong  correlation
between American cheese consumption and the popularity of the
'this is fine' meme, serving as a visual testament to the intriguing
relationship we have uncovered. It's like a slice of Swiss cheese
- visually appealing and full of holes, yet still holding everything
together, much like how statistical analysis holds patterns in data
together.

Our findings fuel the pungent potential for future investigations
into the intertwined complexities  of  culture,  humor,  and food
consumption, leaving us with a cheesy grin as we contemplate
the delectable mysteries of human behavior. The strength of the
correlation  between  American  cheese  consumption  and  the
prevalence of the 'this is fine' meme encourages us to embrace
the cheesiness of life and relish in the unexpected connections
that statistical analysis can reveal. Just when you thought you've
seen it all, along comes a correlation that winks and says, "You
gouda brie kidding me!"

Discussion

The results of our study unveiled a seemingly un-brielievable
connection  between  American  cheese  consumption  and  the
popularity  of  the 'this  is  fine'  meme.  This  curious correlation
reinforces  the  notion  that  in  the  world  of  statistical  analysis,
anything is possible - even the unexpected affinity between dairy
products  and  internet  humor.  The  significant  positive
relationship  between  these  variables,  with  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.9309756 and p < 0.01, suggests that there is, in
fact, a grate deal of memetic potential hidden within the depths
of a cheese plate.

Building  on the  findings of  Smith and  Doe (2015)  regarding
American cheese's prevalence in the American diet,  our study
underscores  the cultural  and dietary significance of  this  dairy
product  in a  rather  cheesy context.  The strong correlation we
observed aligns with their foundational work, emphasizing the

enduring influence of American cheese on culinary practices and
its  unexpected  connection  to  digital  culture.  It's  almost  as  if
American cheese has been quietly whispering, "I'm gouda be in
more memes" while lounging in between burger patties.

Likewise, the insights provided by Jones (2018) regarding the
widespread appeal of the 'this is fine' meme find resonance in
our discovery. The meme's role in expressing ironic acceptance
in the face of adversity mirrors the ironic pairing of American
cheese with humorous internet content. It's as if the meme and
the cheese have been playing a game of hide and seek,  each
waiting for the other to emerge and say, "You cheddar believe
it!"

The statistical robustness of our findings, reflected in the high
R-squared value of 0.8667155, further validates the strength of
the association between American cheese consumption and the
prevalence of the 'this is fine' meme, leaving us as gratified as a
well-aged  block  of  cheddar.  The  visual  representation  of  this
correlation in the scatterplot resembles the holey yet cohesive
nature of Swiss cheese, reminding us that even in the world of
statistical analysis, there's always room for a cheesy visual pun
to bring a smile to our faces.

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  melted  away  the  veil  of
obscurity surrounding the relationship between American cheese
consumption and the 'this is fine' meme, shedding light on the
unexpected  but  compelling  intersection  of  food  culture  and
digital humor. The connection we have uncovered adds a new
layer of richness to our understanding of human behavior and
cultural  phenomena,  reminding  us  that  when  it  comes  to
statistical analysis, there's always room for a slice of humor -
and perhaps a slice of American cheese too. It's a gouda feeling
indeed to have unraveled such a delectable paradox, proving that
sometimes, the funniest correlations can be found in the most
unexpected places.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has uncovered a compelling correlation
between American cheese consumption and the popularity of the
'this  is  fine'  meme.  The  robust  correlation  coefficient  and  p-
value leave us feeling gratefully amused, much like stumbling
upon a  sharp  dad joke in  a  scholarly  article.  This  tantalizing
correlation suggests a strong positive relationship between these
seemingly unrelated phenomena, prompting us to fondly ponder
the cheesy influence on internet culture. It's a bit like finding the
cream of the crop in a field of curds - truly a gouda find!

The  r-squared  value  emphasizes  the  substantial  association
between American cheese consumption and the prevalence of
the 'this is fine' meme, akin to the robust flavors of a well-aged
cheese. This discovery opens the door to further research into
the psychological and sociocultural mechanisms underlying the
affinity for American cheese and the embrace of the 'this is fine'
meme. It's like a hidden treasure waiting to be uncovered, much
like finding the perfect pairing for a cheese platter.

As for future directions, we assert with certainty (and a hint of
cheesy delight) that no further research is needed in this area.
The  correlation  has  been  well-aged  and  has  ripened  into  a
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delightful  insight  into the unexpected intersections of  culture,
humor,  and  food  consumption.  It  seems  that  in  the  grand
narrative of internet culture, the love for American cheese and
the embrace of the 'this is fine' meme go together like macaroni
and,  you  guessed  it,  cheese.  So  let's  brie  happy  with  this
conclusion and feta not delve into this topic any further!
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