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Abstract

This  paper  investigates  the  correlation  between  the
virality  of  the  'starter  pack'  meme  and  the  usage  of
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in Bulgaria.  Drawing on
data  from  Google  Trends  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration,  we  examine  the  period  from  2006  to
2021.  Our  analysis  reveals  a  remarkably  strong
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9379780  and  a  significance
level  of  p  <  0.01,  hinting  at  a  potentially  profound
connection between internet humor and domestic energy
choices. The results suggest that as the 'starter pack' meme
gained  popularity,  so  did  the  consumption  of  LPG  in
Bulgaria. While conventional wisdom may view these as
unrelated phenomena, our findings challenge this notion,
highlighting  the  unexpected  and  whimsical  interplay
between social  media trends and mundane utilities.  We
discuss  the  implications  of  our  findings,  including  the
need for further research into the role of internet culture in
influencing everyday decision-making. In conclusion, this
study adds  a  lighthearted  twist  to  the  typically  serious
field  of  energy  economics,  shedding  light  on  the
unexpectedly humorous side of consumer behavior.

1. Introduction

The interplay between internet memes and societal
phenomena has long been a subject of both scholarly
interest and tongue-in-cheek speculation. While the
former approach seeks to understand and analyze the
impact of online humor on various aspects of human
behavior, the latter tends to view it as a playful quirk
of the digital age. In this vein, our study delves into
the unexpected and whimsical  correlation between
the viral sensation known as the 'starter pack' meme
and  the  consumption  of  liquefied  petroleum  gas
(LPG) in Bulgaria.

As  researchers,  we  are  accustomed  to  unraveling
complex  statistical  relationships  and  rigorous  data
analysis - but in this case, the connection between a
popular internet meme and domestic energy choices
is both surprising and delightful.  The 'starter  pack'
meme, characterized by its humorous portrayal of a
specific  type of  person or  situation using a  set  of
stereotypical  items,  has  garnered  widespread
attention across various online platforms. Its rise to
fame  parallels  the  surge  in  popularity  of  LPG  in
Bulgaria,  giving  rise  to  the  intriguing  question:
could  internet  humor  be  influencing  mundane
decisions related to household energy consumption?

Our exploration of this curious link between meme
virality and propane usage in Plovdiv employs data
from  Google  Trends  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration over the period of 2006 to 2021. The
statistical  analysis  yields  a  remarkably  robust
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correlation  coefficient  of  0.9379780  with  a
significance level of p < 0.01, implying a compelling
association  between the  'starter  pack'  phenomenon
and  LPG  consumption.  These  findings  challenge
traditional perceptions and underscore the whimsical
and unexpected nature of societal influences.

Through this research, we aim to bring a lighthearted
touch  to  the  sometimes  austere  realm  of  energy
economics,  offering  insight  into  the  curious  and
humorous side of consumer behavior. As we venture
further  into  the  realm  of  internet  culture  and  its
influence on everyday choices,  we hope to inspire
further investigation into the delightful interplay of
social media trends and practical utilities. In doing
so,  we  endeavor  to  add  a  splash  of  mirth  and
merriment  to  the  scientific  exploration  of  societal
phenomena.

2. Literature Review

Previous  research  has  delved  into  the  connection
between  seemingly  disparate  cultural  phenomena,
seeking  to  uncover  unexpected  relationships  and
influences.  Smith  (2015)  examined  the  impact  of
internet  memes  on  consumer  behavior,  providing
initial  insights  into  the  potential  effects  of  online
humor on  everyday decisions.  In  a  similar  thread,
Doe  et  al.  (2018)  investigated  societal  trends  and
utilities, shedding light on the multifaceted nature of
human choices within the context of evolving digital
cultures. Building on this foundation, Jones (2020)
explored  the  role  of  social  media  in  shaping
perceptions and lifestyle preferences, hinting at the
subtle  sway  of  internet  phenomena  on  mundane
activities.

Turning  to  literature  beyond  the  direct  scope  of
energy  economics,  "The  Energy  Paradox"  by  Dr.
Power  (2017)  explored  the  intricate  interplay
between  societal  trends  and  energy  consumption,
offering  a  comprehensive  analysis  of  factors
influencing  domestic  fuel  preferences.  In  a  more
whimsical  but  potentially  relevant  vein,  "The
Propane Prophecy" by A. Gasman (2009) presented
a  satirical  take  on  the  cultural  significance  of
propane gas, providing a lighthearted perspective on
the unassuming yet essential energy source.

In a peculiar departure from conventional academic
sources,  the  whimsical  world  of  children's
entertainment and animated storytelling also offers
intriguing  insights.  Cartoons  such  as  "Bob  the
Builder"  and  "SpongeBob  SquarePants"  introduce
young  viewers  to  the  practical  applications  and
quirky characteristics of various utilities, potentially
shaping  their  perceptions  and  attitudes  toward
domestic energy choices. These seemingly unrelated
cultural artifacts might hold unexpected clues to the
connection  between  internet  humor  and  propane
usage, inviting further exploration into the delightful
and  unconventional  influences  that  permeate
everyday life.

Indeed, as we embark on this scholarly endeavor, we
are  mindful  of  the  need  to  approach  our
investigation  with  both  academic  rigor  and  a
lighthearted  spirit.  The  curious  juxtaposition  of
'starter pack' memes and liquefied petroleum gas in
Bulgaria beckons us to embrace the unexpected and
to  appreciate  the  whimsical  nature  of  societal
influences. In navigating the scholarly landscape, we
are reminded of the joyous and mirthful twists that
await  as  we  seek  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
connection  between  internet  humor  and  domestic
energy choices.

3. Methodology

To investigate the inexplicably comical  connection
between the proliferation of the 'starter pack' meme
and the utilization of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
in Bulgaria, we adopted an analytical approach that
was  both  scientifically  rigorous  and  slightly
whimsical in its implementation. Our research team,
armed with a plethora of internet memes and a trove
of  energy  consumption  data,  embarked  on  a
statistical journey through the digital landscape and
the domestic energy markets of Bulgaria.

In the first stage of our methodology, we delved into
the digital  realm,  harnessing the power  of  Google
Trends to capture the ebbs and flows of 'starter pack'
meme virality over the period from 2006 to 2021.
This  entailed  a  meticulous  foray  into  the  ever-
shifting currents of internet culture, where our team
navigated through an ocean of memes, tracking the
rise  and  fall  of  'starter  pack'  popularity  with  a
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mixture  of  statistical  acumen  and  good-natured
curiosity.

Simultaneously, our research endeavor extended into
the  realm  of  energy  economics,  where  we  tapped
into  the  data  reserves  of  the  Energy  Information
Administration to unravel the consumption patterns
of  LPG in  the  Bulgarian  market.  Here,  we  found
ourselves immersed in the arcane world of energy
statistics,  charting  the  undulating  pathways  of
propane usage with a blend of quantitative rigor and
a pinch of humor.

The subsequent phase of our methodology involved
intricate  statistical  analyses,  where  we  employed
correlation  coefficients,  regression  models,  and
Monte  Carlo  simulations  to  tease  out  the  hidden
threads linking 'starter  pack'  prominence and LPG
consumption. As we twirled through the labyrinth of
statistical  significance,  we  sought  to  unearth  the
whimsical  dance  of  internet  humor  and  everyday
energy choices, all the while maintaining a sense of
wonderment  at  the  sky-high correlation coefficient
that surfaced during our analysis.

Furthermore,  to  account  for  potential  confounding
variables  and  unforeseen  quirks  in  the  data,  we
engaged  in  a  series  of  sensitivity  analyses  and
robustness  checks,  employing  diagnostic  tests  that
were imbued with both scientific gravitas and a dash
of lightheartedness.

In  the  culmination  of  our  methodology,  we
attempted to navigate the choppy waters of causal
inference,  recognizing  the  possibility  of
unobservable  factors  at  play  in  the  relationship
between meme dynamics and propane preferences.
While maintaining a degree of cautious skepticism,
we  endeavored  to  present  our  findings  with  a
generous  sprinkle  of  whimsy,  acknowledging  the
delightful  ambiguity  that  often  accompanies  the
quest  for  cause  and  effect  in  the  realm  of  social
phenomena.

In essence,  our  methodology,  steeped in  statistical
rigor and a touch of whimsicality, sought to untangle
the curious connection between internet humor and
household energy choices, all while keeping a keen
eye out  for  unexpected twists  and turns  along the
way.

4. Results

Our investigation into the relationship between the
beloved 'starter  pack'  meme  and the  utilization  of
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in Bulgaria yielded
surprising and amusing results. Utilizing data from
Google  Trends  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration  spanning  from  2006  to  2021,  our
analysis  revealed  a  strikingly  strong  correlation
between  the  two  variables,  with  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.9379780, an r-squared of 0.8798026,
and a p-value of less than 0.01. The strength of this
correlation suggests a compelling connection worthy
of  scholarly  consideration,  alongside  a  good
chuckle.

To  visually  capture  this  unexpectedly  robust
correlation,  we  present  Figure  1,  a  scatterplot
showcasing  the  relationship  between  the  'starter
pack' meme's popularity and LPG usage in Bulgaria.
The figure exemplifies the whimsical nature of our
findings  and  underscores  the  delightful  interplay
between  internet  humor  and  mundane  domestic
choices. It's a plot twist that even the most seasoned
statistician may not have seen coming!

These  results  challenge  conventional  wisdom  and
offer a lighthearted perspective on the often serious
domain  of  energy  economics.  The  unexpectedly
strong  association  between  a  popular  meme  and
practical  energy  preferences  highlights  the  playful
and  unpredictable  aspects  of  human  decision-
making,  reminding  us  that  even  in  the  world  of
statistics and scholarly inquiry, there's always room
for a cheeky surprise or two.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year
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5. Discussion

The findings of our investigation into the correlation
between  the  'starter  pack'  meme  and  liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) usage in Bulgaria provide both
empirical  support  and  a  sense  of  whimsy  to  the
existing body of research.  Building upon the prior
work of Smith (2015), Doe et al. (2018), and Jones
(2020), our study lends credence to the notion that
internet culture may exert a surprising influence on
quotidian  consumer  behavior.  The  unexpected
connection  between  internet  humor  and  mundane
choices is humorously reminiscent of the old adage,
"Laughter  is  the  best  fuel"  -  a  pun  that  is  both
scientifically and comically satisfying.

Moreover, the results of our analysis align with the
insightful  observations of "The Propane Prophecy"
by  A.  Gasman  (2009),  infusing  the  scholarly
discourse  with a  touch of  light-hearted banter  and
emphasizing the unexpected cultural significance of
propane  gas.  This  unexpected  connection  adds  a
delightful twist to the typically sober discussions of
energy  economics,  opening  the  door  for  further
research  that  embraces  the  delightful  and
unanticipated influences that permeate everyday life.

Intriguingly,  the  remarkable  correlation  coefficient
of 0.9379780 and a significance level of p < 0.01,
defy expectations and add a playful pizzazz to the
discourse  on  energy  consumption  trends.  The
strength of this correlation serves as a testament to
the serendipitous nature of human decision-making
and  the  potential  for  unexpected,  uproarious
interplays  between  internet  trends  and  practical
utilities. It's a statistical revelation that even the most
ardent researcher might find chuckle-worthy.

As  we  reflect  on  the  unexpected  whimsy  of  our
findings,  we  are  mindful  of  the  need  for  further
exploration into the intersection of internet memes
and  societal  trends,  recognizing  that  behind  every
seemingly arbitrary correlation lies a playful spark
of  insight,  waiting  to  illuminate  the  scholarly
pathway.  Our  results  serve  as  a  reminder  that
navigating  the  scholarly  landscape,  much  like
finding  the  punchline  of  a  joke,  often  unveils
delightful  and  unforeseen  connections  that  defy
conventional expectations.

The  unexpectedly  strong  association  between  the
'starter  pack' meme's popularity and LPG usage in

Bulgaria  not  only  challenges  traditional  views  but
also infuses  the  field  of  energy economics  with  a
dose of mirth and levity. It is a lighthearted reminder
that  even  amidst  the  serious  pursuit  of  scholarly
inquiry,  there's  always  room  for  an  amusing  and
meaningful  plot  twist.  It  also  underscores  the
importance of approaching research with academic
rigor and a willingness to appreciate the delightful
quirks that emerge amid statistical analysis, adding a
touch of  whimsy to  our  understanding  of  societal
influences and consumer behavior.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  unveiled  a
connection between the proliferation of the 'starter
pack'  meme  and  the  utilization  of  liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) in Bulgaria that is as robust as
a well-stoked fire. This unexpected correlation, with
a correlation coefficient that practically leaps off the
charts  at  0.9379780 and a  p-value  lower  than  the
barometric  pressure  in  a  propane  tank,  defies
conventional  expectations  and  highlights  the
whimsical influence of internet humor on the most
mundane of household decisions.

Our  findings  carry  profound implications  for  both
the fields of energy economics and meme studies – a
convergence  as  unlikely  as  a  penguin  in  a  desert.
The  visual  representation  of  this  relationship  in
Figure 1 serves as a reminder that even in the realm
of empirical analyses, a good laugh (or at least a wry
smile) is never out of place. As researchers, we are
accustomed  to  handling  weighty  matters,  but  this
investigation has allowed us to embrace the lighter
side of statistical inquiry.

Ultimately,  the  strong  association  between  the
'starter  pack'  meme  and  LPG  usage  in  Bulgaria
encourages us to view societal phenomena through a
whimsical  lens,  challenging  us  to  consider  the
unexpected  and  joyous  intersections  between
seemingly disparate spheres. Further research in this
area  may  uncover  more  hilariously  unexpected
connections,  but  for  now,  we  assert  with  a  good-
natured  chuckle  that  the  need  for  further
investigation  in  this  specific  domain  has  been
effectively  extinguished,  much  like  a  flame  under
the careful control of LPG.
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