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Abstract

In this research paper, we delve into an unexpected connection between the number of associate
degrees awarded in gender studies and the average number of likes on OverSimplified YouTube videos.
While one may initially think that these two seemingly unrelated subjects have no correlation, our findings
reveal an intriguing relationship that has left us pondering whether statistical anomalies or peculiar
internet phenomena are at play. Utilizing data from the National Center for Education Statistics and
YouTube, our research team conducted a comprehensive analysis from 2016 to 2021. Surprisingly, we
uncovered a robust correlation coefficient of 0.8626614 and a statistically significant p-value of less than
0.05, unveiling a tantalizing correlation between these two variables. This correlation invites further
examination and sparks questions about the cultural influences on online engagement and the
intersections of academia and internet entertainment. Our findings not only raise eyebrows but also
inspire a renewed appreciation for the unpredictability of statistical analysis.
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1. Introduction between variables can often lead to raised
eyebrows, incredulous stares, and the
occasional stifled chuckle. Our research
aimed to uncover such an enigmatic liaison
— the connection between the number of
associate degrees awarded in gender
studies and the average number of likes on
OverSimplified YouTube videos.

As the age-old saying goes, "correlation
does not equal causation.” But what if, just
for a moment, we entertain the idea that
perhaps, correlation equals confusion, or
correlation equals comedy? In the world of
academia, unexpected relationships
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Now, before you start furrowing your
brows and wondering if we've been
sampling the local comedy club rather than
the research lab, let us assure you that our
inquiry was prompted by genuine curiosity
and a deep-seated love for statistical quirks.
We are well aware that gender studies and
YouTube likes may seem as unrelated as a
fish on a bicycle, but the sometimes
whimsical nature of research led us down
this peculiar yet captivating path.

For those uninitiated into the world of
YouTube, OverSimplified is a channel
known for its animated, witty, and, well,
oversimplified retellings of historical events.
From World War Il to the Cold War, this
channel has amassed a legion of devoted
viewers who eagerly hit the thumbs-up
button to show their appreciation. And
speaking of thumbs-up, who would have
thought that the number of associate
degrees awarded in gender studies might
have a hand in influencing those very likes?
It's this kind of unexpected twist that makes
the world of academia undeniably
entertaining, and it's precisely what we aim
to unravel in this paper.

So, let's grab a cup of statistical coffee,
sprinkle in some academic curiosity, and
embark on a journey to unravel the peculiar
relationship between these two seemingly
disparate domains. Welcome to the world of
gender studies, YouTube likes, and the
enigma that is statistical analysis — where
correlation may just lead to a merry dance
of confusion and chuckles.

2. Literature Review

Upon delving into the scholarly landscape,
the authors find that the intersection of
gender studies and online engagement has
been a subject of burgeoning interest, akin
to a plant reaching for the sun, or a cat
reaching for a tempting ball of yarn. In
"Gender and Society," Smith et al. posit the
complex dynamics of gender representation

in digital spaces, shedding light on the ways
in which social issues intersect with internet
culture. Their work adds a serious note to
our whimsical inquiry, but fear not, dear
reader - we haven't lost our sense of humor
just yet!

Turning the pages of “Feminism and Pop
Culture” by Andi Zeisler, we encounter a
treasure trove of insights into the fusion of
feminism and popular media. Zeisler deftly
navigates the landscape of gender, internet
memes, and the threads that tie them
together, reminiscent of a cat's cradle of
interconnected ideas. As we immerse
ourselves in her work, the mundanity of our
research topic begins to transform into the
stuff of academic comedy.

In the realm of fiction, we encounter works
that, while not directly related to our
research, offer a tantalizing parallel universe
of amusing correlations. Consider "The
Gender Game" by Bella Forrest — a
futuristic tale where gender determines
one's fate. In this world, the ebb and flow of
gender dynamics might very well influence
the virtual likes and dislikes of an alternate
YouTube, or so we jest.

In a rather unconventional twist, our
literature review also draws inspiration from
sources that veer off the beaten path, like
the multitudinous CVS receipts that seem to
contain entire novels within their labyrinthine
folds. Who's to say that amidst the details of
discounts and coupons, we couldn't find a
hidden gem of information related to our
improbable research query?

In summary, our foray into the literature has
not only illuminated the serious undertones
of gender studies and online engagement
but has also ignited a comedic spark that
we will carry with us as we unravel the
peculiar correlation between associates
degrees in gender studies and the
enigmatic realm of YouTube likes. Just as
the unexpected blend of peanut butter and
pickles can surprisingly tantalize the taste
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buds, so too will our exploration of this
unforeseen relationship  expand the
horizons of statistical analysis and
academic merriment.

3. Our approach & methods

To get to the bottom of this whimsical and
unusual connection between gender studies
graduates and the burgeoning cascade of
YouTube likes, our research team embarked
on a journey worthy of a classic mystery
novel. We gathered data from 2016 to 2021
from the hallowed halls of the National
Center for Education Statistics and delved
into the captivating realm of YouTube to
scrutinize  the  ubiquitous likes on
OverSimplified's historical animations.

The first step in our convoluted quest
involved poring over the data on associate
degrees awarded in gender studies,
employing the rigorous art of digital
sleuthing through the National Center for
Education  Statistics  database. @ We
meticulously accumulated annual figures,
akin to a treasure hunt, with each degree a
clue leading us closer to unraveling the
enigma. Once we had compiled this wealth
of data, we ventured into the labyrinthine
world of YouTube to gather the average
number of Ilikes per video on the
OverSimplified channel, navigating the
digital catacombs known to many as the
YouTube Analytics dashboard.

In our statistical sherlocking, we employed
the formidable tools of correlation analysis
to scrutinize the potential relationship
between these seemingly incongruous
variables. This entailed wielding the trusty
spear of Pearson's correlation coefficient as
we probed for any hint of a connection
between the number of gender studies
degrees and the effervescent sea of likes on
OverSimplified videos.

To further fortify our investigation, we cast a
wide net to ensnare the lurking p-value,

ensuring that any observed correlation was
not purely a figment of statistical
happenstance. Through the cunning use of
hypothesis testing, we prodded and poked
at the digits and decimals until a p-value
less than 0.05 emerged from the statistical
ether, affirming the presence of a bona fide
relationship.

In a bid to unveil the true nature of this
unexpected correlation, we subjected our
data to the scrutinizing gaze of regression
analysis. Through this methodological
marvel, we sought to discern whether the
number of gender studies degrees could
predict the captivating quantity of likes they
may bestow upon historical YouTube
content.

With our statistical Magnifying Glass in
hand, we then conducted a multivariate
analysis to uncover any potential
confounding variables that might lead this
peculiar correlation astray. Like detectives in
a densely plotted mystery, we tirelessly
combed through the data, dissecting and
discerning to ensure that our findings held
steady under the relentless glare of
academic inquiry.

Having navigated this labyrinth of data and
analysis, we finally arrived at our
resplendent findings, poised to astound and
delight the discerning minds of academia
with the allure of this truly unexpected
connection.

4. Results

Our statistical analysis revealed a surprising
correlation  between the number of
associate degrees awarded in gender
studies and the average number of likes on
OverSimplified YouTube videos. From 2016
to 2021, the correlation coefficient of
0.8626614 and an r-squared value of
0.7441848 left us as bewildered as a cat
seeing a cucumber for the first time — that is
to say, thoroughly perplexed.
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Fig. 1 llustrates this unexpected
relationship, depicting a scatterplot that
could make even the most stoic statistician
raise an eyebrow. The data points coalesce
into a clear upward trend, suggesting that
as the number of associate degrees in
gender studies increases, so does the
average number of likes on OverSimplified
YouTube videos. It's almost as if every
diploma conferred in gender studies sends
a ripple of appreciation through the digital
corridors of historical reenactments and
animated explanations.

With a p-value of less than 0.05, our
findings indicate that this correlation is not a
mere statistical fluke but a genuinely
significant connection. This revelation has
us scratching our heads more vigorously
than a cat wearing a particularly perplexing
cone of shame. The implications of this
unexpected correlation prompt us to
consider whether academic pursuits in
gender studies are influencing the digital
appreciation of historical content, or whether
YouTube likes are simply flourishing in the
wake of gender studies fervor.

Years 2016-2021, r=0.863, p<0.05
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, our study has uncovered a
correlation that is as surprising as finding a
pineapple pizza in a sea of pepperoni and
cheese — unexpected, but undeniably
intriguing. This remarkable discovery not
only demonstrates the propensity for
unpredictable connections in the vast realm

of statistical analysis, but also invites further
exploration into the unexpected interplay
between academic pursuits and online
engagement. The correlation between
gender studies graduates and YouTube
likes gives us reason to pause, ponder, and
perhaps even indulge in a statistical chuckle
at the whimsy of academic inquiry.

5. Discussion

Our findings not only raise eyebrows but
also raise the question — could there be
more to this correlation than meets the eye?
As we reflect on the unexpected relationship
between the number of associate degrees
awarded in gender studies and the average
number of likes on OverSimplified YouTube
videos, one might initially assume this to be
as unlikely a pair as peanut butter and
sardines. However, our statistical analysis
has unearthed a connection as intriguing as
a cat discovering a brand-new cardboard
box.

As we so humorously highlighted in our
literature review, the scholarly landscape
provided us with fertile ground for our own
unexpected exploration. The complex
dynamics of gender representation in digital
spaces, as posited by Smith et al., seem to
intersect with the realm of internet culture in
a manner as unexpected as a ninja's
appearance in a library. Likewise, Andi
Zeisler's insights into feminism and popular
media offer a humorous parallel to our
research, akin to finding a clown's nose in a
stack of serious academic papers. Our
statistical findings have indeed provided
support for these prior works, as we delight
in the unsuspected merging of the amusing
and the scholarly.

Revisiting some whimsical observations
from our literature review, we are tempted to
jest that the ripple effect of every conferred
diploma in gender studies has sent a wave
of likes through the corridors of historical
reenactments and animated explanations
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on YouTube. While we certainly do not wish
to trivialize the serious undertones of our
subject matter, we cannot deny the comedic
twist that seems to permeate this
unexpected correlation.

Our statistical slapstick aside, the
implications of this connection extend
beyond mere statistical merriment. The
implications of this unforeseen relationship
prompt us to ponder whether academic
pursuits in gender studies are indeed
influencing the digital appreciation of
historical content, providing a captivating
blend of scholarly influence and internet
engagement. Our statistically significant
findings, with a p-value of less than 0.05,
invite us to consider not only the
unpredictability of statistical analysis but
also the potential for genuine connections in
the most unexpected of places.

As we stand on the precipice of this
newfound revelation, we are reminded that
the world of statistical analysis is as
enigmatic as a magician's hat, capable of
producing the most astonishing of
connections. Our discovery not only
encourages further exploration into the
interplay between academic pursuits and
online engagement, but also sparks a
lighthearted appreciation for the
unpredictability of statistical analysis and
the delightful twists it can bestow upon the
scholarly pursuit.

6. Conclusion

In the ever-unfolding tapestry of academia,
our research has unveiled a correlation
that's as surprising as discovering a unicorn
in a field of statistical sheep. The tantalizing
tango between the number of associate
degrees awarded in gender studies and the
average number of likes on OverSimplified
YouTube videos has left us not just
scratching our heads but also tapping our
chins in contemplation of this unlikely
liaison.

As we wrap up this peculiar, yet eye-
opening journey, we can't help but feel a
sense of both amusement and wonder at
the quirkiness of statistical analysis. Who
would have thought that the pursuit of
knowledge in gender studies could have a
hand (or perhaps a cursor click) in the
digital appreciation of historical
reenactments? It's a head-scratcher worthy
of the most enigmatic riddle, and one that
entices us to gaze into the abyss of
correlations with a mix of trepidation and
excitement.

While our findings may elicit a wry smile
from even the most stoic of researchers,
they also beckon us to consider the subtle
influences and unexpected intersections
that underpin the digital landscape and
academic pursuits. After all, who knows
what other seemingly unrelated variables
may be secretly engaged in a statistical
waltz, just waiting for curious minds to
unravel their dance. But for now, we assert,
with all gravitas and a hint of whimsy, that
no more research is needed in this area.

It's been a statistical rollercoaster filled with
surprises and unexpected connections, and
we hope our findings have sparked a touch
of amusement and a hearty appreciation for
the unpredictability of academic exploration.
As we bid adieu to this peculiar correlation,
we do so with a sense of wonderment and a
statistical tip of the hat to the whimsy of
research.

No more research is needed in this area.
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