
*The Institute for Quantum Sociopolitical Theory Review
2024 Vol. 12, No. 8, 517-527

Copyleft The Institute for Quantum Sociopolitical Theory, no
rights reserved.  Contents may be shared with whoever you 
feel like.  They can be copied, emailed, posted to a list-serv, 
printed out and tacked on a colleague's office door. 
Whatever you want. 

RHODE ISLAND VOTE FOR LIBERTARIAN MIGHT
ELEVATE HAITI'S PROPANE FÊTE
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This paper scrutinizes the intriguing relationship between votes for the Libertarian presidential 
candidate in Rhode Island and the consumption of liquefied petroleum gas in Haiti. Leveraging data 
from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information 
Administration, we embarked on a rigorous investigation into this seemingly disparate connection. 
Upon meticulous analysis, a notable correlation coefficient of 0.9133838 and a statistically 
significant p-value of less than 0.01 emerged for the period spanning from 1980 to 2020. Our 
findings not only shed light on this enigmatic nexus but also hint at the potential for unexpected 
linkages in the realm of political and energy dynamics.

The  interplay  between  political
preferences  in  Rhode  Island  and  the
utilization  of  liquefied  petroleum  gas
(LPG) in distant Haiti has long remained
an  enigma  to  scholars  and  observers
alike. To further complicate matters, the
inclusion  of  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate  in  the  electoral  landscape
introduces a variable that both intrigues
and baffles the research community. The
implications of such a connection, or lack
thereof,  present  a  puzzling  conundrum
that demands systematic exploration.

In this  study,  we embark on a scholarly
journey  that  attempts  to  unpack  this
convoluted relationship,  delving  into the
realms  of  statistical  analyses  and
multidisciplinary  insights.  While  this
endeavor  may  appear  whimsical  at  first
glance, the underlying aim is steadfastly
rooted  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  and
the unraveling of clandestine associations
that lurk beneath the superficial layers of
electoral  dynamics  and  energy
consumption patterns.

The  juxtaposition  of  votes  cast  for  a
political  outlier  in  a  specific  geographic
region with the consumption of LPG in a
geographically  disparate  locale  presents
an alluring anomaly for scientific inquiry.
The  mere  suggestion  of  potential
causality or correlation prompts a raised
eyebrow  and  an  inquisitive  tilt  of  the
head,  as  if  to  say,  "How  curious!  What
unforeseen forces might be at play here?"
It is this exact blend of scientific intrigue
and  perplexing  incongruity  that  propels
our  investigation  into  uncharted
territories of empirical scrutiny.

With  the  aid  of  comprehensive  data
sourced  from reputable  repositories,  we
step into an intricate dance of regression
analyses, hypothesis testing, and intricate
model  specifications.  We  aim  to  extract
meaningful  patterns  and  unveil  lurking
connections,  all  while  maintaining  a
vigilant eye for spurious correlations and
the  ever-alluring  specter  of  confounding
variables.

By  no  means  do  we  underestimate  the
inherent complexity and the potential for
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serendipitous findings that this research
endeavor  presents.  Nonetheless,  armed
with  the  tools  of  rigorous  scientific
inquiry,  and perhaps a dash of  scholarly
whimsy, we forge ahead in the pursuit of
unraveling the unsuspected ties that bind
electoral  choices in  Rhode Island to the
propane fête in Haiti.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Numerous  studies  have  delved  into  the
intricate web of political voting patterns
and  energy  consumption  dynamics,  but
few  have  ventured  into  the  uncharted
territory  of  exploring  the  connection
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Rhode  Island
and  the  consumption  of  liquefied
petroleum gas in Haiti.  Nonetheless,  the
significance  of  understanding  such  a
seemingly  incongruous  relationship
cannot be overstated.

Smith  (2010)  elucidates  the  electoral
landscape in Rhode Island, examining the
nuances  of  voter  behavior  and  party
affiliations that may serve as a backdrop
for  the  emergence  of  political  outliers.
Doe (2015) delves into the energy sector
in  Haiti,  scrutinizing  the  patterns  of
liquefied  petroleum  gas  usage  and  the
socio-economic factors that underpin such
consumption.

Expanding  beyond  the  realms  of
academia, several non-fiction books offer
insightful  perspectives  on  the  role  of
third-party  candidates  in  elections  and
the  dynamics  of  propane  utilization  in
developing  nations.  "The  Third-Party
Solution: A Historical Analysis" by J. Jones
presents  an  in-depth  exploration  of  the
impact  of  third-party  candidates  on
elections,  while  "Energy  Matters:  LPG
Consumption in Developing Countries" by
A. Smith offers a comprehensive analysis
of liquefied petroleum gas usage patterns.

Turning to the world of fiction, the works
of Orwell and Huxley provide tantalizing
allusions  to  the  intricacies  of  political
systems  and  societal  structures.  "1984"

by George Orwell and "Brave New World"
by Aldous Huxley offer dystopian visions
that  may  serve  as  contemplative  fodder
for  the  unexpected  nexus  between
electoral  choices  in  Rhode  Island  and
propane consumption in Haiti.

While  the  relevance  of  cartoons  and
children's shows in this context may seem
dubious,  the  animated  series  "Dora  the
Explorer"  and  "The  Magic  School  Bus"
both  feature  episodes  that  touch  upon
geographical  and  environmental  themes
that intersect with the realms of politics
and energy dynamics.  While their  direct
relevance  may  be  tenuous,  the  subtle
connections they draw between seemingly
disparate  domains  prompt  a  reflective
pause  and  an  appreciative  nod  to  the
potential for unanticipated linkages.

Throughout  the  annals  of  scholarly
inquiry,  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  often
leads one to unexpected crossroads and
serendipitous  discoveries.  As  we  wade
into  this  uncharted  domain  of  electoral
quirkiness and energy intrigue, a blend of
scholarly  rigor  and  imaginative  musings
guides our expedition.

METHODOLOGY

Data collection for this study commenced
with  a  thorough  scouring  of  the  MIT
Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,  the
Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the  Energy
Information  Administration.  The  dataset
regarding  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Rhode  Island
was extracted with the utmost precision,
ensuring that no stray hanging chads or
errant butterfly ballots interfered with the
sanctity of the electoral figures. Similarly,
the  details  on  liquefied  petroleum  gas
(LPG)  consumption  in  Haiti  were
meticulously sourced,  taking care to  sift
through the data without  getting lost  in
the labyrinth of propane statistics.

To explore the relationship between these
disparate variables, a series of convoluted
yet  elegantly  arcane  statistical  methods
were  employed.  First,  a  time  series
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analysis  was  conducted  to  decipher  the
temporal patterns of Libertarian votes in
Rhode  Island  and  LPG  consumption  in
Haiti,  allowing  for  a  nuanced
comprehension  of  the  dynamics  at  play
over the past four decades. 

Subsequently, a fancy array of regression
models,  including  but  not  limited  to
simple  linear  regression,  multiple  linear
regression,  and  perhaps  a  touch  of
polynomial regression for dramatic effect,
were  deployed  to  disentangle  the
potential  associations  between  the
variables.  These  models  were
accompanied by a battalion of diagnostic
tests, ensuring that no assumptions were
violated  and  that  the  integrity  of  the
statistical  inferences  remained
unassailable.

Furthermore,  the  peculiarities  of  the
electoral  process  and  energy  dynamics
were factored into the analysis through a
rigorous  exploration  of  contextual
variables.  While  these  additional
covariates  may  have  appeared  as
unwelcome gatecrashers to the statistical
party,  their  inclusion  was  essential  to
guard against the surreptitious influence
of lurking confounding factors.

Finally, to ascertain the robustness of our
findings,  a  sensitivity  analysis  was
conducted, treating the data to a battery
of  perturbations  and  modifications,  akin
to the careful  prodding and poking of  a
scientific curiosity  in its  natural  habitat.
By subjecting the results to such rigorous
scrutiny,  we  aimed  to  distill  the  signal
from  the  noise  and  ensure  that  the
observed  relationship  between
Libertarian  votes  in  Rhode  Island  and
LPG consumption in Haiti was not merely
a  statistical  chimera masquerading as  a
meaningful pattern.

In summary, the methodology employed in
this investigation featured an assemblage
of sophisticated statistical techniques and
a sprinkle of scholarly whimsy, reflecting
a balanced amalgamation of gravitas and
scientific playfulness. The ensuing section
presents  the  empirical  findings  that

emerged from this meticulous foray into
the  convoluted  dominion  of  electoral
choices and propane revelry.

RESULTS

The analysis of the relationship between
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate  in  Rhode  Island  and  the
consumption  of  liquefied  petroleum  gas
(LPG) in Haiti  yielded some illuminating
findings.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9133838  indicated  a  robust  positive
correlation  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables.  This  correlation
implies  that  as  the  votes  for  the
Libertarian candidate increased in Rhode
Island,  the consumption of  LPG in Haiti
also exhibited a tendency to rise. The high
r-squared  value  of  0.8342699  indicated
that  approximately  83.43%  of  the
variability in the consumption of LPG in
Haiti could be explained by the variation
in votes for the Libertarian candidate in
Rhode Island. 

Figure  1  presents  a  scatterplot
illustrating  the  strikingly  strong
correlation  between  the  two  variables,
providing  a  visual  representation  of  the
pronounced relationship observed in the
data.  The  scatterplot  serves  as  a
compelling  visual  affirmation  of  the
statistical  findings,  capturing  the
remarkable alignment between the votes
for  the  Libertarian  candidate  in  Rhode
Island  and  the  consumption  of  LPG  in
Haiti.

The  observed  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
provides  compelling  evidence  to  reject
the  null  hypothesis  of  no  correlation
between these variables. This indicates a
statistically  significant  relationship
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Rhode  Island
and the consumption of LPG in Haiti. 
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  the  results  of  this
investigation  not  only  reveal  an
unexpected  and  intriguing  linkage
between seemingly unrelated phenomena
but  also  underscore  the  potential  for
serendipitous connections in the intricate
web of political and energy dynamics. The
findings  provoke  contemplation  on  the
far-reaching  implications  of  electoral
choices  in  one  location  on  the  energy
consumption patterns in a geographically
distant  region,  emphasizing  the
intricacies  and  hidden  connections  that
pervade  the  socio-political  and  energy
landscapes.

DISCUSSION

The  significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9133838  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Rhode  Island  and  the  consumption  of
liquefied  petroleum  gas  (LPG)  in  Haiti
offers  a  remarkable  insight  into  the
interplay  of  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  As  we  undertake  a  thorough
dissection of these results, we cannot help
but be reminded of the prophetic themes
present  in  Orwell's  "1984"  and Huxley's
"Brave  New  World,"  where  unforeseen
interconnections  shape  the  fabric  of
society.  While  the  notion  of  electoral
choices  in  Rhode  Island  influencing  the
propane consumption landscape in Haiti
may initially appear as incongruous as a
political  cartoon,  these  findings
emphasize  the  profound  influence  of
individual decisions on global dynamics.

Our analysis reinforces the prior research
conducted  by  Smith  (2010),  who delved
into  the  electoral  landscape  in  Rhode
Island  and  highlighted  the  nuances  of
voter behavior. Indeed, the emergence of
outliers  and  the  influence  of  third-party
candidates  on  political  dynamics  cannot
be underestimated. Each vote cast  for a
non-traditional  candidate  may
reverberate  across  borders,  creating
ripples  of  influence  that  extend  far
beyond  the  immediate  precincts.  In  a
manner  akin  to  a  scientific  "butterfly
effect,"  the  statistical  link  we  have
uncovered  underscores  the  far-reaching
consequences  of  seemingly  isolated
electoral choices.

Similarly,  the work of  Doe  (2015)  sheds
light  on  the  socio-economic  factors
underpinning LPG consumption in  Haiti,
offering  a  backdrop  against  which  our
findings gain resonance. The unexpected
nexus  we  have  unearthed  aligns  with
Smith's (2010) comprehensive analysis of
propane  utilization  in  developing
countries,  illustrating  the  entwined
nature of political and energy dynamics.
Just  as  a  chemical  reaction  unfolds  in
predictable  yet  intricate  ways,  the
relationship  between  Rhode  Island's
political  climate  and  Haiti's  energy
consumption  unveils  an  underlying
coherence that defies initial expectations.

Moreover,  our  findings  subtly  echo  the
thought-provoking thematic intertwinings
in  children's  shows,  such  as  "Dora  the
Explorer"  and  "The  Magic  School  Bus,"
where  seemingly  disparate  domains
converge  to  illuminate  unexpected
connections. While these references may
incite  whimsical  amusement,  they  also
serve as a contemplative reminder of the
intricate tapestry of influences at play in
our global landscape.

In essence,  our results not  only  support
and  extend  prior  research  but  also
amplify  the  imperative  for  holistic  and
interdisciplinary  approaches  to
understanding  societal  phenomena.  The
unanticipated  nexus  between  votes  for
the Libertarian candidate in Rhode Island
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and  LPG  consumption  in  Haiti
underscores the profound implications of
local  decisions on a global  scale.  As we
navigate  the  labyrinth  of  socio-political
and energy landscapes, the potential for
serendipitous  discoveries  and
inconspicuous relationships remains ever-
present,  inviting  us  to  embrace  the
unanticipated  with  intellectual  curiosity
and a touch of scientific whimsy.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  research  has
illuminated  a  compelling  association
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Rhode  Island
and  the  consumption  of  liquefied
petroleum  gas  (LPG)  in  Haiti,  shedding
light on a hitherto enigmatic correlation.
The robust positive correlation coefficient
of  0.9133838,  along  with  the  strikingly
significant  p-value,  points  to  an
unsuspected  nexus  between  these
seemingly  incongruous  variables.  With
these  findings,  we  metaphorically  grasp
hold  of  the  intriguing  thread  that  ties
together Rhode Island's political affinities
and  Haiti's  propane  predilections,
weaving  a  narrative  of  unanticipated
interconnection.

It  is  remarkable  to  ponder  the
implications  of  such  an  intricate
relationship, akin to discovering a hidden
cog  in  the  machinery  of  cross-border
influence.  One  might  jest  that  the
Libertarian candidate's appeal transcends
geographical  barriers,  igniting  a  fervor
for  both  political  liberty  and  LPG
efficiency.  However,  let  us  not  trivialize
the  gravity  of  our  findings;  they  are  a
testament to the multifaceted interplay of
human  behavior  and  societal  dynamics,
offering  a  whimsical  glimpse  into  the
quirks  and  conundrums  of  our
interconnected world.

As we draw the curtain on this captivating
exploration,  we  assert  with  utmost
confidence that no further investigation is
warranted in this domain. The enigmatic
intertwining  of  Rhode  Island's  electoral

choices  and  Haiti's  propane  preferences
has been brought to the fore, leaving little
more to unravel in this whimsical fusion
of  statistical  serendipity  and  scholarly
inquiry.
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