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Abstract

In this study, we explore the curious correlation between rainfall in Perth, Australia, and the votes for 
Libertarian candidates for Senators in Alabama, USA. While on the surface, this connection may seem as 
random as a rain shower in the desert, our team tirelessly researched and crunched the data to uncover 
some unexpected parallels. Leveraging the comprehensive data from the NOAA National Climate Data 
Center and MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, we uncovered a correlation 
coefficient that left us more amazed than a weatherman predicting a sunny day in Seattle. With a 
coefficient of 0.8237052 and a p-value less than 0.05 during the period from 1978 to 2002, the link 
between rain in Perth and Libertarian votes for Senators in Alabama cannot be dismissed as mere 
coincidence. Our findings open the floodgates to intriguing discussions about the impact of weather 
patterns on political behavior, and we hope to make a splash in the world of interdisciplinary research. So,
grab your umbrella and join us on this precipitation of political and meteorological analysis!

Copyleft 2024 Elite Science Academy.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Rain  has  long  been  associated  with  a
multitude  of  metaphors  and  symbolic
meanings,  from  cleansing  to  renewal  to
sheer  inconvenience  when  you've  just
washed your car. Meanwhile, politics has its
own  share  of  unpredictability,  with

candidates  sometimes  popping  up  as
unexpectedly as a thunderstorm on a sunny
day. In this paper, we aim to delve into the
unexpected and rather unusual connection
between  rain  in  Perth,  Australia,  and  the
votes  for  Libertarian  candidates  for
Senators in Alabama, USA. We understand
that  this  correlation  might  sound  as
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unrelated as a kangaroo in an ice rink, but
our  research  has  unearthed  some
compelling findings that are as surprising as
a kangaroo hopping through a desert.

While  one  might  expect  weather  in  Perth
and political tendencies in Alabama to share
the  same  relevance  as  a  penguin's
swimming  skills  in  the  Sahara,  our
investigation  has  revealed  a  correlation
coefficient that would raise more eyebrows
than a  surprise  downpour  in  the Outback.
We know it sounds as unlikely as finding a
unicorn in  a field,  but  with a coefficient  of
0.8237052  and  a  p-value  less  than  0.05
from 1978 to 2002, the link between these
seemingly  unrelated  events  demands
attention.

As we dive into this research, we invite you
to enjoy the journey with us, and we hope
our findings will "reign" supreme in the world
of political and meteorological analysis. So,
hold on to your hats (and umbrellas), as we
navigate  through  this  unexpected
precipitation  of  data  and  analysis.  Let's
make it rain with some unlikely connections
and a sprinkle of scholarly humor!

2. Literature Review

The curious correlation between rainfall  in
Perth, Australia and the votes for Libertarian
candidates  for  Senators  in  Alabama,  USA
draws  attention  to  an  unexpected
intersection  of  meteorological  phenomena
and political behavior. In "Smith and Doe's
Study on Weather and Voting Patterns," the
authors  find  a  significant  relationship
between  precipitation  levels  and  voter
turnout,  laying  the  groundwork  for  our
exploration. Additionally, "Jones' Analysis of
Political  Affiliation  and  Weather  Events"
highlights the potential influence of weather
conditions  on  voters'  mood  and  decision-
making process.

Moving beyond the traditional literature, our
investigation also incorporates insights from

non-fiction works such as "Rain: A Natural
and Cultural History" by Cynthia Barnett and
"The  Libertarian  Reader:  Classic  and
Contemporary  Writings  from  Lao-Tzu  to
Milton  Friedman"  edited  by  David  Boaz.
These sources provide valuable context for
understanding  the  meteorological  and
political dimensions of our research.

Furthermore,  fictional  literature  brings  a
whimsical  yet  relevant  perspective  to  our
study, with books like "Cloud Atlas" by David
Mitchell  and "For Whom the Bell  Tolls"  by
Ernest  Hemingway  mirroring  the
juxtaposition  of  disparate  elements,  much
like  rain  in  Perth  and  Libertarian  votes  in
Alabama.

In an unexpected twist, the internet meme
"Hide the Pain Harold," known for his forced
smile  amidst  ironic  discomfort,  resonates
with the perplexing nature of  our  findings.
The juxtaposition of  rain  in  an arid  region
and political inclinations towards Libertarian
candidates  elicits  a  similarly  bemused
response,  aligning  with  the  spirit  of  this
internet sensation.

As  we  navigate  through  this  curious
confluence of weather and politics, we aim
to  shed  light  on the enigmatic  connection
between rain in Perth and Libertarian votes
for  Senators in  Alabama,  while  injecting  a
dash  of  humor  and  unexpected  surprises
along  the  way.  So,  fasten  your  seatbelts,
and get  ready for  a wild  ride  through this
uncharted  territory  of  interdisciplinary
inquiry!

3. Our approach & methods

Now,  onto  the  nitty-gritty  of  how  we
unraveled  this  tangled  web  of  rain  and
libertarian leanings. First,  let's address the
elephant in the room – why on earth are we
even attempting to correlate rainfall in Perth
with  the  voting  behavior  of  Alabama
Senators? Well, as they say, when life gives
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you  rain,  you  make  it  pour  over  some
unexpected statistical relationships!

Data Collection:

Our  research team embarked on a  virtual
expedition,  scouring the vast  landscape of
the  internet  for  relevant  data.  We  mainly
relied on the offerings of the NOAA National
Climate Data Center and the MIT Election
Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse.
It  felt  like  we  were  data-mining  ninjas,
stealthily  extracting  precious  information
while  dodging the occasional  cat  video or
meme that  threatened  to  distract  us  from
our noble pursuit of knowledge.

Data Selection and Cleaning:

To ensure that  our  data were as squeaky
clean as  a freshly  washed car  (before  an
unexpected  downpour,  of  course),  we
meticulously  selected  rainfall  data  from
Perth,  Australia,  and  Libertarian  votes  for
Senators  in  Alabama,  USA.  We  then
proceeded  to  perform  data  cleaning
operations more intensive than a car wash
on a muddy truck.  This involved removing
any  outliers  that  threatened  to  muddy the
statistical waters and make our findings as
murky as a swamp in the Everglades.

Statistical Analysis:

With  our  pristine  data  in  hand,  we
performed  statistical  analyses  as
sophisticated  as  a  well-tailored  suit  on  a
kangaroo.  We  calculated  correlation
coefficients  and  p-values  like  seasoned
meteorological  statisticians,  aiming  to
unravel  the  intricacies  of  this  unlikely
connection. We used cutting-edge software
for  our  analyses,  making  sure  our  results
were as accurate as a GPS guiding a lost
hiker out of the wilderness.

Time Frame:

Our data covered the period from 1978 to
2002, providing us with a substantial chunk
of  time  to  observe  the  ebbs  and  flows  of
rainfall  and political preferences. We didn't

want  to  miss  even  a  single  political
thundercloud or libertarian drizzle within this
timeframe.

Amidst  this  academic  odyssey  of  data
wrangling and analysis, we approached our
research with a healthy sense of skepticism
and curiosity, knowing that we were delving
into uncharted territories with the humility of
a  lost  tourist  asking  for  directions  in  a
foreign land. Our methodology blended rigor
with a splash of whimsy, akin to conducting
a  symphony  orchestra  in  the  midst  of  a
rainstorm.

So, with our umbrellas at the ready and our
statistical rain boots laced up, we marched
into the data quagmire, ready to uncover the
intriguing dance between meteorology and
political ideologies. Let's shine a light on the
shadowy  realm  of  meteoropolitics  and
explore  the  unexpected  connections  that
make the world of research as dynamic and
unpredictable as, well, the weather!

4. Results

After analyzing the data collected from the
NOAA National  Climate  Data  Center  and
MIT  Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,
Harvard Dataverse, we found a correlation
coefficient  of  0.8237052  between  the
amount  of  rainfall  in  Perth,  Australia,  and
the  votes  for  Libertarian  candidates  for
Senators in Alabama, USA. This correlation
value  is  as  strong  as  a  front  of
thunderstorms approaching during a picnic;
it  caught us off guard and left us reaching
for  our  academic  umbrellas  to  shield
ourselves  from the  downpour  of  statistical
significance.

Furthermore,  the  r-squared  value  of
0.6784903  indicates  that  approximately
67.85% of the variability in Libertarian votes
for Senators in Alabama can be explained
by  the  amount  of  rain  in  Perth.  It's  like
saying  67.85%  of  the  influence  of  an
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election  outcome can be predicted by  the
probability of rain falling on a cricket match! 

The p-value being less than 0.05 provides
strong evidence against the null hypothesis
that the variables are unrelated. This result
is  so  statistically  significant  that  it's  like
finding a drop of rain in the middle of the
Sahara - highly improbable!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  Figure  1,  the  scatterplot  illustrates  the
striking  correlation  between  the  two
variables. It's like a beautiful dance between
two seemingly distant entities – rain in Perth
and libertarian votes in Alabama – a dance
that  deserves a standing ovation from the
scientific community.

In  conclusion,  our  findings  present  a
snapshot  of  a  fascinating  relationship
between  seemingly  unrelated  events.  We
encourage  further  exploration  and
discussion  on  the  implications  of  weather
patterns on political behavior, and we hope
our  findings  will  make  a  splash  in  the
scholarly  community,  like  a  sudden
downpour  during  a  heatwave.  We  invite
researchers to grab their umbrellas and join
us  in  this  journey  of  unexpected
connections and scholarly amusement.

Let's  keep  the  forecast  unpredictable  and
the analysis vibrant!

5. Discussion

Our  study  has  dived  into  the  fascinating
correlation between rain in Perth, Australia,
and the votes for Libertarian candidates for
Senators  in  Alabama,  USA.  Much  like  a
surprise thunderstorm on a sunny day, our
findings  have  shaken  up  the  conventional
wisdom  about  the  influence  of  weather
patterns on political preferences.

Our results not only affirm the prior research
by Smith and Doe on weather  and voting
patterns  and  Jones'  analysis  of  political
affiliation  and  weather  events  but  also
provide an unexpected twist that feels like a
plot  development  in  a  novel  by  David
Mitchell. The strong correlation coefficient of
0.8237052 we uncovered is as eye-catching
as  a  rainbow after  a  summer  storm.  This
robust  statistical  linkage  between  rain  in
Perth  and  Libertarian  votes  in  Alabama
supports  the  idea  that  weather  conditions
can  play  a  significant  role  in  shaping
political  behavior.  It's  as  though  the
atmospheric  pressure  in  Perth  is
contributing  to  the  political  climate  in
Alabama,  creating  a  whirlwind of  electoral
outcomes. 

The literature review has served as both a
guiding  light  and  a  road  map,  leading  us
through  the  uncharted  territory  of
interdisciplinary  inquiry.  We've  gladly
embraced  the  unexpected  humor  and
whimsy found in our sources, aligning with
the mischievous spirit  of  our  research.  By
incorporating insights from non-fiction works
and embracing the whimsical perspective of
fictional  literature,  we've  added  both
scholarly  depth  and a dash of  laughter  to
our study, akin to finding a hidden joke in
the footnotes of a serious text.

With a robust r-squared value and a p-value
less  than  0.05,  our  results  are  like  a
meteorological  marvel  that  demands
attention  not  only  from  the  academic
community  but  also  from  weather
forecasters and political  pundits alike.  The
scatterplot in Figure 1 visually encapsulates
this  captivating  relationship,  akin  to  a
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dynamic tango between climate quirks and
political  preferences.  It's  as  if  the  rain  in
Perth and the Libertarian votes in Alabama
are  engaged  in  an  intricate  dance  that
captures  the  imagination  and  challenges
conventional thinking.

In conclusion, our findings lead to a deeper
understanding of the interconnectedness of
seemingly  unrelated  events,  much  like
finding  unexpected  humor  in  a  serious
academic  paper.  We  invite  fellow
researchers to don their  metaphorical  rain
boots and join us in exploring the exciting
terrain of interdisciplinary inquiry where rain,
politics,  and  scholarly  amusement
converge.  Let's  keep  the  forecast
unpredictable and the analysis vibrant, just
like the capricious weather in Perth and the
unpredictable  preferences  of  Libertarian
voters in Alabama.

6. Conclusion

As we close the umbrella on this whirlwind
of research, our findings have uncovered a
correlation  between  rain  in  Perth  and
Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in  Alabama
that is as surprising as finding a kangaroo in
a  snowstorm  –  and  no,  we're  not  talking
about some bizarre zoo escape plot!

With a correlation coefficient  resembling a
lightning  bolt  of  statistical  significance,  it's
clear  that  this  connection  is  not  just  a
passing shower of coincidence. Our results
have  left  us  more  astounded  than  a
weatherman  trying  to  predict  the  exact
minute it'll start raining cats and dogs.

The  implications  of  weather  on  political
behavior  may  sound  as  far-fetched  as  a
koala water skiing, but our findings suggest
that rain in one part of the world may indeed
influence voting patterns in another, just like
a drizzle turning into a downpour.

In  the  end,  we  assert  that  no  further
research  is  needed  in  this  area.  We've
weathered the storm of skepticism, and our

findings stand as solid as an umbrella in a
hurricane.  It's  time  to  let  this  unexpected
correlation  reign  supreme,  and  for
researchers  to  grab  their  raincoats  and
explore  new  horizons  of  interdisciplinary
connections!

No  more  research  needed  in  this  area  –
we've made it rain with knowledge!
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