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MOUNTING MEME MOMENTUM: EXPLORING THE
EFFECT OF 'SCUMBAG STEVE' POPULARITY ON

TOTAL TALK IN VIHART YOUTUBE THREADS

Connor Hamilton, Anthony Tucker, Gideon P Turnbull

The internet is a vast and ever-
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This research delves into the captivating correlation between the popularity of the 'scumbag Steve'
meme and the total comments on Vihart YouTube videos. Utilizing data from Google Trends and
YouTube, we embarked on a statistical journey to uncover the hidden ties between these seemingly
disparate phenomena. Our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of 0.8991673 and a p-value of
less than 0.01 for the period spanning from 2009 to 2023. As we waded through the sea of data, we
couldn't help but marvel at the quantifiable impact of internet memes on online engagement. It's
clear that the 'scumbag Steve' meme has been leaving a lasting impression, generating not only
chuckles but also stimulating dialogue in unexpected corners of the web. In the spirit of our
research, we present a dad joke: Why did the statistician go to art school? Because he wanted to
study Pablo Picas-so many trends! This study not only sheds light on the entertaining side of online
trends, but also emphasizes the significance of memes in shaping digital interactions. Our research
provides a valuable contribution to the burgeoning field of internet culture and its implications on
digital communication and engagement.

discourse, influencing everything from

changing landscape, filled with viral
phenomena that captivate and confound
us in equal measure. One such
phenomenon that has piqued the interest
of researchers and netizens alike is the
'scumbag Steve' meme, a quintessential
example of internet culture that has
permeated various online platforms. At
the same time, the digital world has
witnessed the meteoric rise of YouTube as
a hub for content consumption and
community interaction. The combination
of these two seemingly disparate entities
forms the crux of our research, as we
seek to unravel the relationship between
the popularity of the 'scumbag Steve'
meme and the total comments on Vihart
YouTube videos.

It's no secret that internet memes have
become an integral part of online

humor and social commentary to political
discourse. Our study aims to delve deeper
into the impact of these cultural artifacts
on the dynamics of online engagement.
Amidst the sea of data, we encountered
unexpected connections and correlations
that underscore the interplay between
viral memes and digital interactions.

Speaking of unexpected connections,
here's a dad joke for you: Why don't we
ever tell secrets on a farm? Because the
potatoes have eyes and the corn has ears!

This research not only contributes to
our understanding of internet culture but
also sheds light on the subtle yet
significant ways in which memes can
shape online conversations. By examining
the statistical relationship between the
'scumbag Steve' meme and the total
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comments on Vihart YouTube videos, we
aim to unravel the underlying
mechanisms that drive online
participation and community dynamics.
Our findings have implications for fields
ranging from digital marketing to social
psychology, highlighting the multifaceted
impact of internet memes on digital
communication.

As we embark on this statistical
journey, we invite readers to join us in
exploring the fascinating interplay
between internet memes and online
engagement, with a healthy dose of
humor and curiosity. After all, as
researchers, it's our duty to both inform
and entertain - just like a good dad joke.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Numerous studies have explored the
impact of internet memes on digital
culture, with a particular focus on their
ability to influence online engagement
and communication dynamics. Smith et al.
(2015) conducted a comprehensive
analysis of the 'scumbag Steve' meme,
tracing its evolution and proliferation
across various social media platforms.
The authors highlighted the meme's
ability to transcend linguistic and cultural
barriers, captivating audiences worldwide
with its relatable and often humorous
content. Similarly, Doe and Jones (2017)
examined the role of internet memes as
catalysts for digital conversations,
emphasizing their capacity to spark
dialogue and community interaction.

Pertaining to the digital landscape, works
such as "Viral Loops" and "Contagious:
How to Build Word of Mouth in the Digital
Age" have addressed the concept of
online virality and its impact on user
engagement and brand visibility. These
publications shed light on the intricacies
of viral phenomena, offering valuable
insights into the mechanisms that drive
internet culture.

In a more fictional realm, novels such as
"Ready Player One" and "Snow Crash"

provide narrative explorations of virtual
realities and internet subcultures,
offering speculative perspectives on the
influence of digital phenomena on societal
dynamics.

On the television front, the popular series
"Black Mirror" and "The IT Crowd" offer
satirical reflections on the intersection of
technology, social behavior, and internet
culture. Through their quirky narratives
and witty commentary, these shows
capture the essence of digital interactions
and the novel ways in which online
phenomena permeate everyday life.

As the literature encompassing internet
culture continues to expand, our research
contributes to this growing body of
knowledge by investigating the link
between the 'scumbag Steve' meme and
the total comments on Vihart YouTube
videos. Our findings not only establish a
significant correlation but also highlight
the far-reaching influence of internet
memes on digital communication. By
intertwining statistical analysis with a
dash of humor, we aim to illuminate the
comedic and compelling side of internet
phenomena, leaving readers with both
empirical insights and a smile on their
faces. After all, what do you call a fake
noodle? An impasta!

METHODOLOGY
Data Collection:

Our research team embarked on a
daring expedition through the digital
wilderness to gather and wrangle an
extensive dataset encompassing the
period from 2009 to 2023. We utilized a
combination of Google Trends and the
YouTube Data API to extract information
on the cyclic patterns of 'scumbag Steve'
meme popularity and the total comments
on Vihart YouTube videos. We carefully
navigated the treacherous terrain of
internet memes and video content,
ensuring that our data collection was
robust and comprehensive.
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Speaking of data collection, here's a
dad joke: Why couldn’t the bicycle stand
up by itself? It was two-tired!

Statistical Analysis:

With our treasure trove of data
secured, we set sail into the statistical
seas, utilizing robust methodologies to
uncover the hidden treasures of
correlation and causation. We employed
the Pearson correlation coefficient to
quantify the relationship between the
popularity of the 'scumbag Steve' meme
and the total comments on Vihart
YouTube videos. Additionally, we
conducted a thorough regression analysis
to delve into the predictive power of
meme momentum on online engagement.

Our statistical voyages were guided by
the North Star of significance testing,
leading us to calculate the p-value with
meticulous care and unwavering
determination. The statistical software at
our disposal served as our trusty
compass, guiding us through the choppy
waters of hypothesis testing with grace
and precision.

Speaking of hypothesis testing, here's
a dad joke: How does a penguin build its
house? Igloos it together!

Model Development:

Like inventive artisans, we crafted a
sophisticated time series model to
capture the dynamic ebb and flow of
'scumbag Steve' meme popularity and its
impact on the total comments on Vihart
YouTube videos. Our model was built
upon a foundation of lagged variables,
seasonal components, and exogenous
factors, presenting a comprehensive
depiction of the intricate dance between
memes and online discourse.

With our model as our guiding light, we
ventured into the uncharted territories of
meme influence and digital dialogue,
uncovering the nuanced interplay

between cultural phenomena and digital
engagement. Our model was meticulously
tested, refined, and polished to ensure its
ability to encapsulate the essence of
meme dynamics in the digital realm.

Speaking of refinement, here's a dad
joke: I used to play piano by ear, but now I
use my hands and fingers!

RESULTS

The statistical analysis revealed a
robust correlation between the popularity
of the 'scumbag Steve' meme and the
total comments on Vihart YouTube videos.
Over the time period from 2009 to 2023,
we found a correlation coefficient of
0.8991673, indicating a strong positive
relationship between these two variables.
This implies that as the popularity of the
'scumbag Steve' meme increased, there
was a corresponding surge in the total
comments on Vihart YouTube videos. It
seems the 'scumbag Steve' meme not only
had the internet in stitches but also had
netizens typing away in the comments
section. It's a classic case of a meme
making waves in unexpected places - or
should we say, comment threads.

Our analysis further revealed an r-
squared value of 0.8085018, indicating
that approximately 80.85% of the
variation in the total comments on Vihart
YouTube videos can be explained by the
popularity of the 'scumbag Steve' meme.
This implies that the 'scumbag Steve'
meme had a sizeable impact on the level
of engagement in these comment threads.
The implications of this connection are
not just statistically significant, but also
speak to the far-reaching influence of
internet memes on digital interaction. It's
a testament to the power of a well-timed
joke or relatable meme in sparking online
conversations.

With a p-value of less than 0.01, our
results provide strong evidence to reject
the null hypothesis and support the
alternative hypothesis that there is a
significant relationship between the
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popularity of the 'scumbag Steve' meme
and the total comments on Vihart
YouTube videos. In other words, the
likelihood of observing such a strong
correlation by chance is exceedingly low.
It seems the 'scumbag Steve' meme and
the chatter on Vihart's YouTube threads
were truly meant to be - a match made in
the digital cosmos.

Years 2009-2023, r=0.899, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot displaying
the unmistakable correlation between the
popularity of the 'scumbag Steve' meme
and the total comments on Vihart
YouTube videos. It's a visual testament to
the influence of internet culture on online
engagement, encapsulating the
captivating connection we unraveled
through our statistical analysis. It's
almost like a meme and thriving YouTube
comments section walked into a bar - the
result was bound to be an engaging
conversation that left everyone in
laughter.

This statistical investigation not only
unveils the intriguing interplay between
internet memes and online engagement
but also wunderscores the broader
implications for our understanding of
digital culture and communication
dynamics. With a touch of humor and a
hefty dose of data, our findings
underscore the compelling influence of
internet memes on digital interactions,
making for a study that is as thought-
provoking as it is amusing.

DISCUSSION

The results of our study support and
expand upon the existing literature that
emphasizes the impact of internet memes
on digital communication dynamics. The
robust correlation coefficient of
0.8991673 between the popularity of the
'scumbag Steve' meme and the total
comments on Vihart YouTube videos
provides empirical evidence for the
influence of memes in shaping online
engagement. This correlation, although
surprising at first glance, resonates with
the findings of Smith et al. (2015) and
Doe and Jones (2017), who highlighted
the ability of internet memes to spark
dialogue and community interaction. It
seems that 'scumbag Steve' didn't just
make a meme; he made waves in Vihart's
comment section too.

Moreover, the strong r-squared value of
0.8085018 implies that approximately
80.85% of the variation in the total
comments on Vihart YouTube videos can
be attributed to the 'scumbag Steve'
meme's popularity. This quantifiable
impact aligns with the narrative
explorations of internet subcultures in
works such as "Ready Player One" and
"Snow Crash", albeit in a more statistical
and less dystopian fashion. After all, a
meme's influence is no joke - it's as real
as a good old dad joke.

The p-value of less than 0.01
unequivocally rejects the null hypothesis
and further substantiates the substantial
relationship between the 'scumbag Steve'
meme and the total comments on Vihart
YouTube videos. In this digital dance, it
seems that the meme and comment
threads were like two peas in a pod - or
more accurately, like two memes in a
comment section. It's almost as if the
'scumbag Steve' meme had a grand plan
to conquer not just social media, but
YouTube threads too. The evidence
doesn't lie - memes matter, both for our
laughs and our discussions.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



The scatterplot in Fig. 1 visually
encapsulates this unexpected connection,
illustrating the undeniable correlation
between 'scumbag Steve' and the thriving
comment section on Vihart's YouTube
videos. It's a reminder that behind every
meme and every data point, there's a
story waiting to be told - or in this case, a
joke waiting to be cracked. As we gaze at
the scatterplot, it's almost as if we can
hear the meme saying, "Did you hear
about the Italian chef that died? He pasta

way..." - the perfect blend of
lightheartedness and statistical
significance.

In weaving together statistical analysis
with humor, our research has shed light
on the engaging and influential side of
internet memes, revealing their impact on
digital interactions in a manner that is as
thought-provoking as it is amusing. Our
findings affirm the significance of memes
in shaping digital culture and
communication dynamics, leaving us with
a greater understanding of the delightful
complexities of internet subcultures. After
all, in the digital age, what better way to
uncover hidden connections than through
a bit of statistical analysis and a well-
timed dad joke?

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our Tresearch has
uncovered a substantial correlation
between the popularity of the 'scumbag
Steve' meme and the total comments on
Vihart YouTube videos. Our findings
suggest that as the 'scumbag Steve'
meme gained traction, Vihart's comment
sections experienced a surge in
engagement, proving that memes are not
only good for a laugh but also for
fostering online dialogue - a true jokester
multitasking at its finest.

This connection between internet culture
and online engagement emphasizes the
influential role of memes in shaping
digital interactions. It's like the 'scumbag

Steve' meme walked into Vihart's
YouTube comments section and said, "I'm
here to generate content and chew
bubblegum, and I'm all out of content - so
let's talk instead!"

Our results not only highlight the tangible
impact of internet memes on digital
communication but also underscore the
need for a more nuanced understanding
of the dynamics of online engagement.
After all, studying memes is no mere
laughing matter; it requires a keen eye
for patterns and a knack for statistical
analysis - much like a dad joke that's both
clever and groan-worthy.

Given the robust correlation and
statistically significant findings, we assert
that no further research is needed in this
area. The 'scumbag Steve' meme and
Vihart YouTube comments have spilled
the beans, making it clear that their
connection is no fluke - it's a statistically
backed phenomenon that merits a nod of
recognition and a chuckle of amusement.

No more research needed - the 'scumbag
Steve' meme and Vihart's comment
sections have spoken, and the data
doesn't lie. It's time to bid adieu to this
statistical playground and explore other
digital frontiers.

Ethical Considerations:

Amidst our exhilarating quest for
knowledge, we remained steadfast in our
commitment to ethical research practices.
We ensured the anonymization of all data
collected from both Google Trends and
YouTube, honoring the privacy and
integrity of individuals who contributed to
the digital footprint under scrutiny.

Our ethical compass guided us through
the complex terrain of data privacy and
usage, ensuring that our research
adhered to the highest standards of
confidentiality and respect for individuals'
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digital footprints. We were acutely aware
of the ethical implications of our study
and took every precaution to safeguard
the rights and privacy of the digital
denizens whose virtual actions formed the
backbone of our analysis.

With ethical considerations in mind,
here's a dad joke: I told my wife she
should embrace her mistakes. She gave
me a hug!
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