
*The International Institute for Political Petrol Studies 
Review
2024 Vol. 12, No. 2, 519-539

Copyleft The International Institute for Political Petrol 
Studies, no rights reserved.  Contents may be shared with 
whoever you feel like.  They can be copied, emailed, posted 
to a list-serv, printed out and tacked on a colleague's office 
door. Whatever you want. 

FUELING THE POLITICAL SCENE: EXPLORING
THE CORRELATION BETWEEN DEMOCRAT VOTES

FOR SENATORS IN OREGON AND PETROLEUM
CONSUMPTION IN COMOROS
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Global Leadership University

In this study, we embarked on a rather unconventional quest to shed light on the intriguing 
intersection of political preferences and energy usage. Leveraging data from respected sources like 
the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information 
Administration, our research team unearthed a surprising correlation between Democrat votes for 
Senators in the state of Oregon and petroleum consumption in the island nation of Comoros. Our 
findings revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9069946 and a p-value less than 0.01 for the 
period spanning from 1980 to 2020. This discovery calls for a closer examination of the peculiar 
relationship between legislative voting patterns in the Pacific Northwest and fuel consumption in a 
small African country. Our research paves the way for further investigation into the nuanced 
dynamics at play in the realm of political preferences and resource utilization. We hope our study 
serves as a catalyst for stimulating discussions at the intersection of international affairs, energy 
economics, and political science, while not forgetting to laugh at the sheer absurdity of juxtaposing 
these seemingly unrelated entities.

INTRODUCTION

The  connection  between  political
preferences  and  resource  consumption
has  long  been  the  subject  of  academic
inquiry,  prompting  researchers  to  wade
through  an  ocean  of  data  in  search  of
correlations that may seem as elusive as a
mirage  in  the  desert.  In  this  study,  we
embark on a peculiar journey, tantamount
to  a  wild  goose  chase  for  some,  in  an
attempt  to  discern  the  mysterious
relationship between Democrat votes for
Senators  in  Oregon  and  petroleum
consumption  in  the  far-flung  paradise
known as Comoros.

As we delved into the ocean of data, we
aimed  to  unravel  the  labyrinthine
pathways  that  connect  two  seemingly
disparate  realms:  the  peculiar  political

landscape  of  a  Pacific  Northwest  state
and the energy needs of a small African
island nation. One might be forgiven for
raising  an  eyebrow  at  this  seemingly
improbable  correlation,  much  like  a
striking  resemblance  between  a  kitten
and  a  kangaroo.  Yet,  our  findings  defy
such  skepticism,  revealing  a  surprising
correlation  coefficient  that  could  make
statistical analysts' hearts skip a beat.

Leveraging  data  from  esteemed
repositories  such  as  the  MIT  Election
Data  and  Science  Lab,  Harvard
Dataverse,  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration,  we  journeyed  through
years  of  historical  records,  akin  to  a
archaeological dig, unearthing a treasure
trove  of  information  that  hinted  at  an
unexpected  nexus  between  political
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ideology and petroleum consumption. The
statistically  significant  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9069946  and  a  p-value
less than 0.01 caught our attention like a
well-timed  punchline  in  a  serious
conversation. 

Our  serendipitous  discovery  invites
further scrutiny and contemplation, much
like  stumbling  upon  a  particularly
enigmatic riddle that begs to be solved. It
elicits curiosity, akin to hearing a knock-
knock  joke  and  feeling  compelled  to
respond. As we unravel this conundrum,
we hope to illuminate an unconventional
path  for  understanding  the  intricate
dance  between  political  voting  patterns
and the energy demands of a distant land.

In the ensuing sections of this paper, we
aim to  provide  a  methodical  analysis  of
the  patterns  that  anchor  this  peculiar
correlation,  while  also  entertaining  the
notion  that  perhaps  there  are  more
peculiar  connections  waiting  to  be
unearthed in the vast  tapestry of  global
affairs  and  energy  dynamics.  As  the
interplay of political choices and resource
utilization unfolds before us, we invite our
readers  to  join  us  in  delving  into  this
labyrinth of intrigue, with the occasional
pause to chuckle at the sheer absurdity of
our  endeavor.  After  all,  even  the  most
serious pursuits can benefit from a touch
of whimsy.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In  "Political  Preferences  and  Resource
Consumption:  Examining the Correlation
Between Democrat Votes for Senators in
Oregon  and  Petroleum  Consumption  in
Comoros,"  Smith  et  al.  present  a
pioneering  analysis  of  the  unexpected
relationship  between  political  leanings
and energy usage. The study delves into
the  intricate  dance  of  legislative  voting
patterns  and  resource  utilization,  much
like a delicate ballet performance where
the  dancers  happen  to  be  senators  and
the  music  is  the  hum  of  petroleum
consumption data from far-off lands.

Doe  and  Jones,  in  their  seminal  work
"Energy  Politics:  A  Global  Perspective,"
offer  a  comprehensive  examination  of
energy  consumption  trends  across
nations, though regrettably, they omit the
eyebrow-raising  correlation  we  seek  in
this study. This absence calls for a closer
look  at  the  intersections  of  political
preferences and energy dynamics, akin to
Sherlock  Holmes  meticulously
scrutinizing evidence for the most elusive
of  clues,  or  the  search for  Waldo  in  an
ever-expanding sea of striped shirts.

Transitioning from the non-fiction domain,
we turn to fiction for a moment of respite.
In "Oil and Water: A Tale of Two Realms,"
the  author  weaves  a  narrative  that
tantalizingly  flirts  with  the  juxtaposition
of  political  votes  and  petroleum  usage.
Though the  book  falls  squarely  into  the
realm  of  make-believe,  it  inadvertently
highlights  the  allure  of  improbable
correlations, much like finding a unicorn
in the wilds of data analysis, or a hobbit in
the  sprawling  expanse  of  economic
theories.

Drawing  from  the  annals  of  childhood
memories,  we  fondly  recollect  the
influence  of  inexplicably  relevant
animated  productions.  Cartoon  series
such  as  "Captain  Planet  and  the
Planeteers" and "The Magic School Bus"
ingeniously  planted  the  seeds  of
environmental  awareness  and  political
intrigue  in  young  minds,  often  hidden
behind the facade of  colorful  characters
and catchy theme songs. Oh, the irony in
discovering  that  such  seemingly
innocuous  childhood  entertainment  now
serves  as  a  playful  backdrop  for  our
serious  academic  pursuits,  not  unlike
stumbling  upon  buried  treasure  in  the
sandbox of scholarly research.

As  we  navigate  through  this  literature
review, we invite our esteemed readers to
accompany us on this intellectual odyssey,
where the lines between the serious and
the absurd blur like a watercolor painting
left out in the rain. For behind the veil of
dry academic prose lies a world of whimsy
and  wonder,  waiting  to  be  discovered
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amidst  the  statistical  analyses  and
scholarly citations.

METHODOLOGY

To navigate the uncharted waters of this
quixotic  quest,  our  research  team
employed  a  multifaceted  methodology
that required a keen eye for detail and a
healthy dose of  skepticism, not  unlike a
Sherlock  Holmes  novel  meets  a  Monty
Python  sketch.  Our  approach  can  be
likened to traversing a convoluted maze
while armed with a map filled with cryptic
symbols and obscure clues. 

 Like intrepid explorers of the digital age,
we  scoured  the  vast  expanse  of  the
internet, incorporating datasets primarily
from reputable sources such as the MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard
Dataverse,  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration.  Our  journey through the
virtual  landscape  resembled  a  digital
safari,  as  we  sought  out  and  captured
data  pertaining  to  Democrat  votes  for
Senators  in  Oregon  and  petroleum
consumption  in  Comoros  for  the  period
spanning  from  1980  to  2020.  With  a
discerning eye and a cautious approach,
we meticulously sifted through the deluge
of information, separating the nuggets of
truth from the mirage of noise.

 With our data treasure trove in hand, we
embarked  on  the  arduous  task  of
statistical analysis, not unlike alchemists
seeking  to  transmute  base  metals  into
gold. We utilized sophisticated analytical
methods,  including  but  not  limited  to
correlation  analysis  and  regression
modeling,  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
relationship  between  Democrat  votes  in
Oregon  and  petroleum  consumption  in
Comoros. This process was not without its
share of challenges, akin to navigating a
labyrinthine  puzzle  that  beckoned  with
promises  of  hidden  insights  and
unexpected revelations.

 As  with  any  intrepid  expedition,  we
encountered  a  series  of  obstacles  and
limitations  that  required  careful

navigation.  The  inherent  complexities  of
correlational  studies  and  the  potential
influence  of  confounding  variables
presented formidable challenges, akin to
navigating  through  a  dense  jungle
teeming with all manner of obstacles. To
mitigate  these  challenges,  we  diligently
exercised  caution  and  employed  robust
control measures to ensure the integrity
and validity of our findings, mindful of the
potential pitfalls lurking in the shadows of
statistical analysis.

With  a  sense  of  purpose  and a  dash  of
curiosity,  we  embarked  on  this
unorthodox endeavor,  fully  aware of  the
whimsical  nature  of  our  pursuit.  While
our methodology may appear convoluted
and whimsical, it reflects our commitment
to  unraveling  the  mystifying  connection
between  political  preferences  in  Oregon
and energy consumption in Comoros. Our
hope  is  that  this  endeavor,  despite  its
apparent  absurdity,  brings forth a touch
of  humor and a  deeper  appreciation  for
the  serendipitous  nature  of  academic
inquiry.

RESULTS

Our analysis yielded a remarkably robust
correlation  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators  in  Oregon  and  petroleum
consumption in Comoros. Over the period
from 1980 to 2020, we found a correlation
coefficient  of  0.9069946,  suggesting  a
strong  positive  relationship  between
these seemingly incongruous variables. To
put it plainly, the connection between the
political  leanings of  Oregonians  and the
oil consumption habits of Comorians was
as clear as  the crisp blue of  the Pacific
and  the  vibrant  green  of  the  tropical
foliage.

The  strength  of  this  association  was
further supported by an r-squared value
of 0.8226391, indicating that a substantial
proportion of the variability in petroleum
consumption  in  Comoros  could  be
explained  by  the  Democrat  votes  for
Senators in  Oregon.  In statistical  terms,
this  finding  would  make  even  the  most
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ardent skeptic take a moment to ponder
the  curious  mysteries  of  the  social  and
economic forces at play.

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provided
further  evidence  of  the  statistical
significance  of  our  findings,  effectively
ruling  out  the  possibility  that  this
correlation  could  be  attributed  to  mere
chance. In a field where causality can be
as elusive as a vegetarian at a barbecue,
the  statistical  rigor  of  our  results  was
indeed a welcome surprise.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Figure 1 depicts a scatterplot illustrating
the robust correlation between Democrat
votes  for  Senators  in  Oregon  and
petroleum consumption in Comoros. The
data  points  are  clustered  along  a  clear
upward trend,  resembling  the  trajectory
of a rocket fueled by political preferences
soaring  through  the  stratosphere  of
resource consumption.

The  implications  of  this  unexpected
correlation  are  as  thought-provoking  as
they  are  amusing,  prompting  us  to
contemplate  the  intricate  interplay
between transnational political  dynamics
and global  energy usage.  As we eagerly
await further exploration and scrutiny of
this  peculiar  relationship,  we  invite  our
scholarly peers to join us in pondering the
sheer absurdity—and potential profundity
—of this eyebrow-raising discovery. After
all, in the world of academic inquiry, even
the  most  unconventional  relationships
deserve a moment in the spotlight.

DISCUSSION

Our findings provide compelling support
for  the  previously  unexplored,  yet
tantalizingly  hinted  at,  correlation
between Democrat votes for Senators in
Oregon  and  petroleum  consumption  in
Comoros. As Smith et al. adeptly likened
the  relationship  between  political
leanings and energy usage to a delicate
ballet performance, our study has brought
this  nuanced  dance  into  sharper  focus.
Just  as  Sherlock  Holmes  scrutinized
evidence for elusive clues, our statistical
analysis meticulously traced the steps of
this unlikely tango, ultimately revealing a
correlation  coefficient  that  speaks
volumes  about  the  connection  between
seemingly disparate entities.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9069946  mirrored  the  strong  positive
relationship  identified  by  our  study,
echoing  the  resonance  of  a  harmonious
symphony  that  defies  conventional
expectation.  The  r-squared  value  of
0.8226391  further  emphasized  the
substantial  proportion  of  variability  in
Comoros'  petroleum  consumption  that
could be explained by Democrat votes for
Senators  in  Oregon,  underscoring  the
gravity of this unexpected partnership.

It  is  worth  acknowledging  the  palpable
humor  in  juxtaposing  such  unlikely
bedfellows  as  legislative  voting  patterns
in  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  the  fuel
consumption  habits  of  a  small  African
nation. Still, our results beckon us to peer
beyond the seemingly absurd and ponder
the deeper implications of this discovery.
In the realm of academic inquiry,  where
the pursuit  of  knowledge often leads us
down  unforeseen  paths,  unexpected
correlations  such  as  this  demand  our
attention,  much  like  stumbling  upon
buried  treasure  in  the  sandbox  of
scholarly research.

The  statistical  rigor  and  significant  p-
value of  less than 0.01 further attest  to
the  credibility  of  our  findings,  all  but
ensuring  that  this  correlation cannot  be
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discounted as a mere figment of statistical
happenstance. Therefore, as we embrace
the humorous absurdity of this eyebrow-
raising discovery,  we are also compelled
to  take  it  seriously  in  the  context  of
understanding  the  intricate  interplay
between  political  dynamics  and  global
energy usage.

In  light  of  our  results,  we  echo  the
sentiment  that  even  the  most
unconventional relationships in academic
inquiry  are  worthy  of  rigorous
examination.  As  we  await  further
scholarly  engagement  with  our  findings,
we invite our peers to join us in enjoying
the whimsy and intrigue of this peculiar
correlation  while  simultaneously
recognizing  its  potential  to  reveal
profound insights about the unseen forces
shaping  our  world.  For  after  all,  who
would  have  thought  that  the  whimsical
world  of  academic  research  could  hold
such  unexpected  and  illuminating
revelations?

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  the  intriguing  correlation
between Democrat votes for Senators in
Oregon  and  petroleum  consumption  in
Comoros  has  presented  itself  as  an
enigma wrapped in a conundrum, akin to
a  puzzle  waiting  to  be  solved  while
sipping a cup of coffee. Our findings, with
a correlation coefficient of 0.9069946 and
a p-value less  than 0.01,  have laid bare
the  unexpectedly  strong  bond  between
the  political  leanings  of  individuals  in  a
Pacific  Northwest  state  and  the  fuel
consumption  habits  of  inhabitants  of  a
distant  island  nation.  This  peculiar
relationship, akin to discovering a hidden
message  in  a  bottle  washed  ashore,
necessitates  further  exploration  and
contemplation.

The statistical robustness of  our results,
marked  by  an  r-squared  value  of
0.8226391,  has  teased  the  veil  of
skepticism and initiated a peculiar dance
between  the  legislative  choices  of  one
group and the energy needs of  another.

As we bask in  the glow of  this  peculiar
discovery,  we cannot help but marvel  at
the  whimsical  nature  of  statistical
patterns,  akin  to  finding  shapes  in  the
clouds on a sunny day.

While  our  findings  may  prompt  raised
eyebrows and quizzical expressions, much
like an unexpected punchline in a serious
conversation,  they  offer  a  gateway  into
the  labyrinth  of  global  interconnections,
akin  to  stumbling  upon  a  hidden
underground city  reality  woven into  the
tapestry  of  international  affairs  and
resource  dynamics.  As  we  bid  adieu  to
this  peculiar  nexus  between  political
preferences  and  energy  utilization,  we
assert  that  no  further  investigation  is
needed  in  this  particular  arena,  as  the
world  of  research  is  already  quite  a
circus,  and  it's  time  to  step  off  this
comical  rollercoaster.  After  all,  even
academics  deserve  the  occasional
moment  of  lightheartedness  amidst  the
pursuit of knowledge.
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