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BUOYANT BUREAUCRACY: THE 'IM ON A BOAT'
MEME, AND THE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANTS IN IDAHO

Catherine Harrison, Abigail Turner, Gideon P Tompkins

Institute of Sciences

In this paper, we delve into the unexpected and whimsical correlation between the unfading
popularity of the 'im on a boat' meme and the dynamics of executive administrative assistants'
employment in the state of Idaho. Despite the seemingly disparate nature of these two phenomena,
our research finds a striking relationship, truly making this a case of a meme-orable correlation.
Utilizing data from Google Trends and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we reveal a statistically
significant correlation coefficient of 0.9659708 and p < 0.01 for the years 2010 to 2022. We envision
that our findings will buoy the spirits of researchers, bureaucratics, and meme enthusiasts alike as
we navigate the waves of popular culture and labor statistics. This paper encapsulates the essence of
serious research with a splash of humor, reaffirming that in the world of academia, even the most

unexpected correlations can make waves.

Introduction

In the realm of academic research, we
often find ourselves navigating the
choppy waters of the unexpected, the
unlikely, and the downright bizarre. Such
is the case with our fascination with the
enduring 'im on a boat' meme and its
peculiar connection to the number of
executive administrative assistants in the
state of Idaho. Never before has the world
witnessed such a whimsical dance
between internet culture and
bureaucratic employment data.

On one hand, we have the 'im on a boat'
meme, a cultural phenomenon that has
weathered the tempestuous tides of
internet trends, remaining afloat in the
sea of viral content for over a decade. Its
infectious catchiness and the sheer
absurdity of proclaiming one's nautical
adventures from various terrestrial
locales have captured the imaginations of
internet denizens worldwide.

On the other hand, we have the stoic
realm of executive administrative
assistants, the unsung heroes of office
bureaucracy, gracefully navigating the
tumultuous currents of administrative
tasks, scheduling, and coffee-fetching
duties. The two seemingly unrelated
domains—internet memes and
bureaucratic employment—collide in a
serendipitous fashion, leading us to
question whether there might be an
underlying current propelling these
seemingly disparate phenomena in the
same direction.

This paper aims to unravel this enigmatic
correlation between the 'im on a boat'
meme and the number of executive
administrative assistants in the great
potato state of Idaho. We assure you, dear
reader, that this is not merely a "shore"
coincidence. Our investigation involves a
rigorous analysis of trends, statistics, and
perhaps a sprinkle of meme-magic, as we
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steer our research vessel through the
uncharted waters of the interwebs and
labor data.

Our findings promise to  excite
researchers, humor enthusiasts, and
bureaucrats alike, as we uncover a
connection that may seem as elusive as a
message in a bottle tossed into the vast
expanse of the internet. Yes, we're riding
the waves of absurdity and statistical
significance simultaneously,
demonstrating that even in the most
unlikely pairings, there lies potential for
scholarly exploration and perhaps a few
chuckles along the way.

So, batten down the hatches, secure your
office supplies, and let's embark on a
journey to unravel the riddle of 'im on a
boat' and the bureaucratic ebb and flow
in the Gem State. For as we dive into this
peculiar correlation, we may find that
even the most unconventional
connections can leave us buoyant with
curiosity and amusement.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The exploration of the perplexing
relationship between the enduring 'im on
a boat’ meme and the dynamics of
executive administrative assistants in
Idaho has sparked the interest of
scholars, creatives, and  armchair
enthusiasts alike. To better understand
this seemingly offbeat correlation, we
turn to a wide array of research studies,
books, and perhaps a smidgen of
delightfully unconventional sources.

Smith and Doe (2015) conducted a
comprehensive analysis of internet
memes and their cultural impact,
exploring the ways in which memes
permeate various aspects of
contemporary  society. Their  work
provides a fundamental backdrop for
understanding the influence of memes on
collective consciousness, serving as a
theoretical anchor for contextualizing the
im on a boat' phenomenon within the
broader landscape of internet memes.

Jones (2017) delved into the intricacies of
administrative roles in modern
workplaces, shedding light on the
indispensable contributions of executive
administrative assistants. Through their
research, the meticulous orchestration of
administrative tasks and the subtle art of
multitasking emerge as defining features
of the administrative landscape, setting
the stage for our examination of
bureaucratic ebbs and flows in the world
of Idaho's administrative support staff.

Turning to non-fiction literature that may
shed light on this curious correlation, we
find "The Power of Positivity in Workplace
Dynamics" by S. Happiness (2019). While
ostensibly unrelated to memes or
bureaucratic trends, this book offers
insights into positivity and its potential
ripple effects in professional
environments, hinting at the aspects of
workplace morale that may underpin our
investigation.

In a rather unexpected twist, "Navigating
the Seas of Nonsense: An Exploration of
Memetic Behaviors" by A. Pseudonym
(2020) presents a  comprehensive
exploration of internet memes and their
enigmatic allure. We are treated to a
whimsical journey through the
nonsensical landscapes of memetic
culture, and though the book does not
explicitly = touch on  administrative
assistants or the state of Idaho, its
nuanced examination of meme dynamics
proves to be an unexpectedly buoyant
addition to our review.

To introduce a touch of whimsy and
perhaps a hint of nautical connection, we
turn to fictional works such as Herman
Melville's "Moby-Dick" and Jules Verne's
"Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the
Sea." While these literary classics may
not directly address memes or
administrative assistants, their maritime
themes beckon us to sail the seas of
imagination as we navigate the waters of
this peculiar correlational study.

In the pursuit of a multidimensional
perspective, we also ventured a bit off the
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beaten path. An unconventional and
slightly unconventional source, we delved
into the backs of shampoo bottles, where,
between the instructions for lather and
rinse, we stumbled upon an enthralling
array of humbling trivia and tantalizing
wordplay. Though not traditionally
considered a scholarly source, the
witticisms and lighthearted verbiage
found on these everyday plastic
commodities infuse our literature review
with an unexpected dash of levity,
reminding us that knowledge—and
perhaps a good laugh—can be found in
the most unassuming of places.

As we embark on this scholarly
expedition, the diverse array of sources
paves the way for a robust exploration of
the 'im on a boat' meme's enduring allure
and its whimsical entanglement with the
professional landscape of executive
administrative assistants in Idaho. With
the wind in our sails and a dash of
scholarly mirth, we navigate this unusual
yet captivating correlation, demonstrating
that in the world of academia, even the
oddest pairings can illuminate the waters
of knowledge.

METHODOLOGY

To set sail on this extraordinary voyage of
research, we employed a methodology
that combined the analytical precision of
a skilled navigator with the whimsical
spirit of an adventurous meme enthusiast.
Our approach entailed a multi-pronged
data collection and analysis strategy,
blending the use of internet search trends
and labor statistics in a manner akin to a
harmonious duet between a buoyant buoy
and a diligent bureaucrat. The data
utilized in this study encompassed the
period from 2010 to 2022, allowing us to
chart the course of both the 'im on a boat'
meme and the number of executive
administrative assistants in the state of
Idaho.

Data Collection from Google Trends:

To gauge the virality and sustained
relevance of the 'im on a boat' meme, we
turned our gaze towards the digital
expanse and harnessed the power of
Google Trends. Through this platform, we
accessed real-time data on the popularity
of the meme, observing its ebbs and flows
like the tides of cyberspace. By
scrutinizing search interest over time,
geographic patterns, and related queries,
we sought to capture the meme's cultural
impact and enduring appeal. Like intrepid
sailors navigating the oceans, we
scrutinized the waves of internet search
data to unearth the enduring allure of this
meme.

Extraction of Labor Statistics:

In tandem with our analysis of internet
culture, we embarked on a quest through
the corridors of labor statistics provided
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Our
focus honed in on the occupational data
related to executive administrative
assistants in Idaho, seeking to decipher
the undulating employment patterns
within this bureaucratic domain. Through
the extraction of relevant employment
figures, wage data, and industry trends,
we aimed to gain insight into the
undercurrents shaping the professional
landscape of executive administrative
assistants, much like investigators delving
into the depths of administrative
workloads.

Correlation Analysis:

With the data from two disparate realms
in hand, we didn't merely toss a coin into
the fountain of statistical analysis and
wish for correlations to emerge. Instead,
we undertook a robust correlation
analysis  using rigorous  statistical
methods to discern the relationship
between the 'im on a boat' meme's
popularity and the employment dynamics
of executive administrative assistants in
Idaho. Employing the metaphorical
sextant of mathematical analysis, we
calculated correlation coefficients and
assessed statistical significance, aiding us
in navigating the seas of data to reveal
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potential associations between these
seemingly unrelated phenomena.

Qualitative Assessment:

Alongside our quantitative analyses, we
pawed through the proverbial treasure
trove of qualitative indicators,
incorporating insights from meme
enthusiasts, administrative professionals,
and cultural commentators. Their
anecdotes and perspectives added depth
to our understanding of the 'im on a boat'
meme's enduring appeal and its
intersection with the working lives of
executive administrative assistants. This
qualitative = component infused our
research with the essence of human
experience, akin to the aroma of salt
spray mingling with the breeze on an
ocean voyage.

Limitations and Caveats:

While our research methodology might
not involve hoisting the Jolly Roger or
wielding a ship's wheel, it certainly
carried its fair share of limitations. The
dynamic nature of internet culture and
labor market trends presents the
potential for unforeseen fluctuations,
much like the capricious whims of a
tempestuous sea. Additionally, the
peculiar nature of our research question
necessitates a cautious interpretation of
causality, as we navigate the treacherous
waters of correlation and causation.
Nevertheless, armed with the rigour of
scholarly inquiry and a sprinkling of
levity, we forge ahead, prepared to greet
these limitations with a hearty "Aye, aye!"
and a touch of mirth.

In summation, our methodology involved
a synthesis of data from Google Trends
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
complemented by a blend of quantitative
and qualitative analyses. Through this
approach, we set sail on an academic
adventure, navigating the humorous
waves of a popular meme and the
administrative ebb and flow in the state of
Idaho, all in the pursuit of uncovering a
correlation that promises to buoy the

interest of scholars and meme enthusiasts
alike.

RESULTS

The results of our investigation into the
correlation  between the  enduring
popularity of the 'im on a boat' meme and
the number of executive administrative
assistants in Idaho have unequivocally
made waves in the realm of statistical
analysis and memeology. Our data
analysis, spanning the years 2010 to
2022, revealed a remarkably high
correlation coefficient of 0.9659708,
indicating a strong positive relationship
between these seemingly unrelated
variables. The calculated r-squared value
of 0.9330995 further solidifies the
robustness of this correlation, suggesting
that the 'im on a boat' meme popularity
can explain approximately 93.3% of the
variation in the number of executive
administrative assistants in Idaho.

We dare say, the relationship between
these two distinct phenomena is as
undeniable as the ebb and flow of the
tides. It seems that the high tide of 'im on
a boat' meme popularity may indeed lift
all bureaucratic boats, at least in the state
of Idaho. One might even suggest that the
more this meme sails across the seas of
internet culture, the more administrative
assistants find themselves navigating the
choppy waters of office duties in the Gem
State.

The p-value of less than 0.01 indicates
that this correlation is statistically
significant, practically demanding a
ceremonial launch of paper boats in
celebration of this unexpected and meme-
orable discovery.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In Figure 1 (please refer to the attached
figure), we ©present a scatterplot
illustrating this substantial correlation,
where the 'im on a boat' meme popularity
appears to rise and fall in sync with the
number of executive administrative
assistants in Idaho. A visual
representation of this correlation, much
like a bottle containing an intriguing
message retrieved from the rolling waves,
allows us to observe the mesmerizing
dance between this timeless meme and
the bureaucratic workforce.

This correlation poses the question: are
the denizens of the internet conjuring the
winds that fill the sails of bureaucratic
employment in Idaho? Might the buoyant
spirit of the 'im on a boat' meme be
transforming into a rising tide that lifts
the bureaucratic boats in the landlocked
state? It seems that the answer lies
somewhere between the whimsical shores
of pop culture and the streamlined
corridors of office administration.

In conclusion, our findings suggest that
even the most seemingly wunrelated
phenomena can intertwine in unexpected
ways, leaving us awash with fascination
and a touch of amusement. The waves of
statistical significance and internet
whimsy have indeed converged in this
study, challenging the conventional
boundaries of correlation, and reminding
us that in the vast ocean of research,
humor and unexpected connections often
make for the most intriguing discoveries.

DISCUSSION

The findings of our study illuminate a
fascinating and perhaps nautically
inclined association between the enduring
popularity of the 'im on a boat' meme and
the ebbs and flows of executive
administrative assistants in the state of
Idaho. As we reflect on our results, it
becomes clear that the memes of the
internet are not just ephemeral
expressions of cultural whimsy; they may
indeed cast long-reaching ripples that
influence the intricate dynamics of
bureaucratic employment.

Building wupon the scholarly voyage
charted by Smith and Doe (2015), whose
work laid the foundation for
understanding the pervasiveness of
internet memes in modern culture, our
research echoes the profound impact of
memes on collective consciousness. The
'im on a boat' meme, with its buoyant and
contagious exuberance, appears to have
forged an unexpectedly sturdy link with
the labor force of Idaho. Much like a
sturdy ship navigates the unchartered
seas, this correlation has weathered the
storms of statistical analysis, emerging
robust and seaworthy.

Our findings lend empirical support to the
enigmatic allure of internet memes
portrayed in the unconventional narrative
presented by A. Pseudonym (2020). While
the nautical nuances of meme dynamics
may not have been the central focus of
this work, the nuanced exploration of
memetic behaviors provided a holistic
backdrop for understanding the
captivating nature of the 'im on a boat'
meme and its unanticipated connection to
bureaucratic trends in Idaho.

In a wry twist of fate, the statistical
buoyancy of the correlation coefficient
and the robustness of the r-squared value
serve as testament to the resilience of this
seemingly whimsical association. The
memes that once amused cyber denizens
are now charting a course through the
professional landscape, leading us to
wonder if the high tide of meme

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



popularity indeed lifts all bureaucratic
boats in the landlocked expanse of Idaho.

Our study aligns with the spirit of
unorthodox scholarly explorations,
extending an invitation to navigate the
whimsical correlation that transcends the
conventional boundaries of academic
inquiry. It beckons us to navigate a sea of
statistical significance, adrift in the waves
of improbable connections, reminding us
that, in the fathomless depths of research,
even the most peculiar pairings can
emerge as beacons of enlightenment.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our research has not only
sailed through uncharted waters but has
also bobbed along the buoyant waves of
statistical significance, unveiling a
correlation as undeniable as a boat
without an  anchor. The  robust
relationship we've uncovered between the
enduring popularity of the 'im on a boat'
meme and the number of executive
administrative assistants in Idaho has left
us floating on a sea of fascination and
bemusement.

As our data has shown, it appears that the
ebb and flow of internet meme culture
may indeed have an unforeseen impact on
the administrative workforce in the Gem
State. It seems that the meme-orable
spirit of "im on a boat" has evolved from
being merely a whimsical phrase to
becoming a tide that lifts all bureaucratic
boats, at least in Idaho.

Our findings not only illustrate the
unexpected connections that can emerge
in the world of statistical analysis but also
underscore the whimsical nature of our
interconnected world. It's as if the winds
of internet humor have intertwined with
the currents of bureaucratic employment,
creating a perfect storm of statistical
significance.

So, as we prepare to dock our research
vessel and bid adieu to this amusing
correlation, it is clear that the waves of
this study have left us all awash with a

mix of scholarly scrutiny and a dash of
meme-magic. The 'im on a boat' meme
may continue to navigate the vast
expanse of the internet seas, but for our
scholarly pursuits, we can confidently say
that no further research is needed in this
area. The ties between meme popularity
and bureaucratic employment in Idaho
have been secured, and we can rest
assured that this unexpected correlation
will go down in the annals of quirky
scholarly discoveries, affirming that even
in the most unlikely pairings, curiosity
and humor can set sail for unexpected
academic shores.

Ahoy there, fellow researchers, it seems
we've reached the end of this peculiar
voyage. And remember, in  the
unpredictable sea of scholarly pursuits,
even the most unlikely connections can
make for the most meme-orable
discoveries.
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