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ABSTRACT

From Weeping to Wisdom: Exploring the Relationship Between the
‘Crying Michael Jordan' Meme Popularity and Total Comments on
Stand-up Maths YouTube Videos

In this paper, we examine the perplexing yet intriguing relationship between the
proliferation of the widely known ‘crying Michael Jordan' meme and the engagement
levels in Stand-up Maths YouTube videos. Utilizing data from Google Trends and
YouTube, our research team delved into the depths of internet culture and mathematics
entertainment to shed light on this hilariously unexpected correlation. Our findings
reveal a strikingly strong positive correlation, with a correlation coefficient of 0.8706533
and p < 0.01 for the period from 2011 to 2023. This suggests that as the 'crying Michael
Jordan' meme gained popularity, the total comments on Stand-up Maths YouTube
videos also flourished. Our results not only expand the realm of meme econometrics but
also offer a lighthearted perspective on the intersection of internet memes and
educational content.
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I. Introduction

The enigmatic world of internet memes and mathematical entertainment collide in this study as
we seek to uncover the eyebrow-raising, jaw-dropping, and tear-jerking connection between the
'crying Michael Jordan' meme and the total comments on Stand-up Maths YouTube videos.
While one may initially perceive these two entities as having little to do with each other, we were
inspired to embark on this research journey by the unmistakable curiosity surrounding the

inexplicable relationship between viral internet culture and the world of mathematical humor.

It was as if the 'crying Michael Jordan' meme, with its iconic image of the basketball legend
shedding tears, decided to take a detour from the realm of sports and found itself inexplicably
intertwined with the comments section of Stand-up Maths YouTube videos. Admittedly, this
research venture was riddled with chuckles and disbelief as we dived headfirst into this
unconventional puzzle, simultaneously straddling the realms of internet culture and statistical

inquiry.

Our investigation steered us through the tumultuous waters of Google Trends and YouTube data,

where we navigated the highs and lows of meme virality and mathematical marvels, all in pursuit
of cracking the cryptic code underlying this unexpected correlation. Our efforts were not in vain,

for we emerged with not just a statistically significant positive correlation but also a newfound

appreciation for the whimsical dance of variables in the world of research.

This study encapsulates the essence of marrying the absurdity of internet memes with the rigor of
statistics, and as we present our findings, we invite our readers to join us in marveling at the

peculiar and delightful union of 'crying Michael Jordan' and Stand-up Maths. So, fasten your
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seatbelts, dear researchers, for we are about to embark on a journey that promises not just

statistical revelations but also a healthy dose of meme-induced mirth and mathematical jest.

II. Literature Review

In "Smith et al.," the authors find that the 'crying Michael Jordan' meme has permeated various
facets of popular culture, establishing itself as a ubiquitous symbol of emotional expression in
the digital age. This sentiment is echoed by Doe and Jones, who further elaborate on the
widespread dissemination of the meme across social media platforms, cementing its status as a

cornerstone of internet meme lore.

Turning to more unconventional sources, we stumble upon the works of "Meme Magic:
Unleashing the Power of Internet Humor," where the authors delve into the psychological and
sociological implications of memes, offering a comprehensive analysis of their impact on online
discourse. Adding a hearty dash of whimsy to our literature review, we encounter "The
Mathematics of Mirth," a delightful exploration of the intersection between humor and
quantitative reasoning, providing an intriguing backdrop for our investigation into the connection

between 'crying Michael Jordan' and Stand-up Maths YouTube videos.

In a surprising turn of events, the literature takes a fanciful leap into the realm of fiction with
"The Meme Conundrum Chronicles," a whimsical tale of a meme detective unraveling the
enigmatic threads of internet culture. Furthermore, "The Algorithm Adventures" series serves as
a playful allegory for our own expedition into the intricate web of data analysis, infusing an

element of storytelling into our scholarly pursuits.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Drawing inspiration from unlikely quarters, we cannot overlook the influence of board games
such as "Memeopoly" and "Maths Mayhem," which, while not scholarly works per se, mirror the
playful spirit of our inquiry, offering a lighthearted analogy for the unconventional collision of

meme culture and mathematics entertainment.

As we wade through this whimsical and often offbeat literature, we are reminded that scholarly
pursuits need not always be shrouded in solemnity; indeed, the fusion of internet memes and
statistical inquiry has propelled us into a realm where laughter and learning intertwine, enriching

our scholarly odyssey with a touch of irreverent charm.

I11. Methodology

To dive into the ocean of meme-centric mirth and mathematical musings, our research team
employed a rather unconventional and delightfully convoluted set of research methods. First, we
cast our nets wide across the vast expanse of the internet, reeling in data from the turbulent tides
of Google Trends and the glistening ripples of YouTube. Our voyage through this digital sea
spanned the years of 2011 to 2023, capturing the undulating waves of 'crying Michael Jordan'

meme popularity and the rippling currents of engagement in Stand-up Maths YouTube videos.

Upon securing our digital bounty, we harnessed the power of statistical analysis to unveil the
hidden treasures within our data. We tapped into the arcane arts of econometrics and time series
analysis, unfurling the sails of correlation coefficients and sailing through the winds of p-values.

With our trusty toolkits of statistical software, we embarked on a voyage through the choppy
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waters of hypothesis testing and regression analysis, steering our ship through the tempestuous

seas of data-driven discovery.

This rigorous journey through the statistical seas allowed us to chart the course of the 'crying
Michael Jordan' meme's ascent to stardom and its intriguing dalliance with the comments section
of Stand-up Maths YouTube videos. As we examined these seemingly disparate phenomena, we
embraced the whimsical dance of variables and the capricious nature of internet memes and

mathematical content.

By harnessing the power of Google Trends and YouTube data, and navigating the treacherous
waters of statistical analysis, we unveiled a surprisingly robust relationship between the 'crying
Michael Jordan' meme and the total comments on Stand-up Maths YouTube videos. This
adventure in statistical exploration not only expanded the frontiers of meme econometrics but
also offered a lighthearted glimpse into the interconnected realms of internet culture and

educational entertainment.

IV. Results

The statistical analysis conducted in this study unveiled a remarkable positive correlation
between the Popularity of the 'crying Michael Jordan' meme and Total comments on Stand-up
Maths YouTube videos. Our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of 0.8706533, indicating a
substantially strong relationship between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. This correlation
was further substantiated by an r-squared value of 0.7580373, suggesting that approximately

76% of the variance in total comments on Stand-up Maths YouTube videos can be explained by
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the popularity of the 'crying Michael Jordan' meme. Moreover, the p-value of less than 0.01
signified the statistical significance of this correlation, cementing the credibility and reliability of

our results.

To visually encapsulate the robust connection uncovered in our analysis, Fig. 1 illustrates a
scatterplot depicting the strikingly clear relationship between the Popularity of the 'crying
Michael Jordan' meme and Total comments on Stand-up Maths YouTube videos. This scatterplot
not only serves as a testament to our research findings but also showcases the intriguing

amalgamation of internet culture and statistical inquiry.

It is undoubtedly a fascinating revelation to witness the entanglement of a viral meme and the
engagement levels in mathematical entertainment. This correlation not only broadens our
understanding of the influence of internet memes but also adds a whimsical layer of humor and
surprise to the realm of statistical analysis. Our results draw attention to the unexpected synergies
that can emerge when exploring seemingly unrelated domains, urging researchers to embrace the

unpredictability and merriment that accompanies statistical exploration in unconventional areas.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



In conclusion, this study unearths the astonishing relationship between the 'crying Michael
Jordan' meme and the total comments on Stand-up Maths YouTube videos, shedding light on the
delightful union of internet culture and mathematical amusement. As we revel in the revelatory
nature of this correlation, we invite fellow researchers to join us in celebrating the unexpected,

the peculiar, and the mirthful facets of statistical inquiry.

V. Discussion

The enthralling confluence of internet memes and statistical inquiry has long been the subject of
both scholarly fascination and ticklish contemplation. In the wake of our research findings, the
mirthful musings of "Meme Magic: Unleashing the Power of Internet Humor" and "The
Mathematics of Mirth" take on a newfound gravity, as we confront the robust correlation
between the 'crying Michael Jordan' meme and the engagement levels in Stand-up Maths
YouTube videos. Our results not only corroborate the widespread dissemination of the meme, as
expounded by Smith et al., but also elucidate its palpable influence on online discourse,

affirming the prescient observations of Doe and Jones.

The whimsical ambiance of our literature review does not wane in the face of our rigorous
statistical analysis. The 'crying Michael Jordan' meme, once a light-hearted symbol of emotional
expression, now stands as a whimsical beacon illuminating the unexpected synergies that
underpin statistical exploration in unconventional domains. In the spirit of "The Meme
Conundrum Chronicles," our scholarly odyssey has unraveled the enigmatic threads of internet
culture, transforming an ostensibly lighthearted pursuit into a vibrant tapestry of statistical

revelation.
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The statistical robustness of our findings, as evidenced by a correlation coefficient of 0.8706533
and an r-squared value of 0.7580373, unveils the undeniable harmony between the 'crying
Michael Jordan' meme and the total comments on Stand-up Maths YouTube videos. Furthermore,
the p-value of less than 0.01 serves as a lighthearted nod to the statistical significance of this
correlation, affirming that in the whimsical realm of meme econometrics, surprises abound with

statistical heft.

Fig. 1, our scatterplot, not only serves as empirical evidence of this delightful union but also
stands as a playful testament to the idiosyncrasies of meme culture and statistical exploration.
This substantiation of a striking correlation between seemingly disparate phenomena not only
broadens our understanding of meme influence but also injects a levity into the traditionally staid

landscape of statistical analysis.

Conclusively, our study exalts the unexpected, the whimsical, and the mirthful facets of
statistical inquiry, inviting fellow researchers to join us in celebrating the unanticipated pleasures
that abound in unusual pairings. As we revel in the interplay of internet meme popularity and
mathematical amusement, we are reminded that scholarly pursuits can be lighthearted and

unpredictable, enriched by the delightful collision of internet culture and statistical exploration.

V1. Conclusion

In wrapping up our study, it's clear that the world of internet memes and mathematical merriment
are not as unrelated as one might initially perceive. The 'crying Michael Jordan' meme and the

stand-up math YouTube videos have orchestrated a statistical tango that has left us both baffled
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and delighted. The positively strong correlation between the two, with a correlation coefficient
that practically screams "mathememeical connection," has piqued our interest and tickled our

statistical fancies.

The fact that approximately 76% of the variance in total comments on Stand-up Maths YouTube
videos can be explained by the popularity of the 'crying Michael Jordan' meme is truly
remarkable. This unexpected relationship serves as a testament to the whimsical dance of
variables and the delightful surprises that statistical analysis can uncover. It's as if the 'crying
Michael Jordan' meme decided to shoot its statistical shot and scored big in the domain of

mathematical entertainment!

As researchers, we often find ourselves navigating the labyrinth of data, but rarely do we stumble
upon such an uproariously amusing correlation. This study not only broadens our horizons in
meme econometrics but also injects a healthy dose of humor and delight into the sometimes dry
world of statistical inquiry. It's a reminder that behind every scatterplot lies the potential for a

good laugh and a meme-orable discovery.

At the risk of sounding punbearably cheesy, we assert that no further research is required in this
area; the statistical slam-dunk of the 'crying Michael Jordan' meme and Stand-up Maths
engagement has been well and truly memeasured. Let's continue to embrace the unexpected, the

offbeat, and the hilariously eye-opening in our statistical pursuits!
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