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Abstract

In this study, we set out to examine the peculiar relationship between the votes cast for Libertarian 
candidates in Wisconsin senatorial elections and the consumption of liquefied petroleum gas in the United
Arab Emirates. This eyebrow-raising investigation delves into the intersection of political preferences in 
the heartland of America and the fiery fuel consumption in a desert kingdom. Utilizing data extracted from 
MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Energy Information Administration, we 
embarked on an intellectual rollercoaster to uncover any potential ties between these seemingly unrelated
phenomena. To our bewilderment, we stumbled upon a correlation coefficient of 0.9742614, with a p-
value of less than 0.01, for the time span from 1980 to 2016. Our findings raise more questions than 
answers, giving rise to intriguing possibilities and provoking chuckles of disbelief. From the dairy farms of 
Wisconsin to the sand dunes of the United Arab Emirates, our research sheds light on an unexpected 
correlation that warrants further investigation and perhaps a good-natured laugh or two.
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1. Introduction

      Ladies  and  gentlemen,  esteemed
colleagues,  and  fellow  aficionados  of  the
absurd, welcome to a journey that will leave
you  scratching  your  head,  shaking  with
laughter,  and  possibly  reconsidering  your
career choices. In this research paper, we
delve into the bizarre and bewildering world
of  electoral  behavior  and  energy
consumption, as we endeavor to unravel the
tangled  web  between  Libertarian  votes  in
Wisconsin and the enthusiastic embrace of

liquefied petroleum gas in the United Arab
Emirates.

     The  plot  thickens  as  we  confront  a
correlation coefficient that would make even
the most seasoned statistician do a double
take.  Yes,  folks,  we  are  talking  about  a
staggering  0.9742614  -  a  number  that
defies  the  laws  of  political  gravity  and
energy  thermodynamics!  And  if  that's  not
enough to make you do a spit-take with your
morning coffee, consider the fact that the p-
value is less than 0.01. 
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    Now, before you dismiss this as mere
statistical  tomfoolery  or  an  overactive
imagination, let us assure you that our data
is as solid as a Wisconsin cheese curd and
as  reliable  as  a  camel  in  the  desert.  Our
sources include the illustrious MIT Election
Data  and  Science  Lab,  the  invaluable
Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the  Energy
Information Administration, leaving no room
for doubt or suspicion.

    So, grab your favorite beverage, settle
into your favorite armchair,  and prepare to
be  entertained,  enlightened,  and  perhaps,
thoroughly perplexed. Our findings promise
to  shatter  preconceived  notions  about  the
interconnectedness  of  disparate
phenomena,  prompting  you  to  raise  an
eyebrow,  scratch  your  chin,  and  maybe
even let out a hearty chuckle.

    As we navigate through the cornfields of
electoral politics and the shimmering sands
of energy consumption, we invite you to join
us in this delightful dance of discovery. It's a
waltz between the land of cheese and the
land  of  oil,  where  the  steps  may  be
unconventional, but the music is undeniably
catchy. So, without further ado, let us dive
into  the  quagmire  of  correlations  and
contradictions,  where  the  only  certainty  is
the unpredictability of human behavior and
the whims of statistical anomalies.

2. Literature Review

The  literature  on  the  subject  of  unusual
correlations between political  behavior and
energy  consumption  is  as  sparse  as  a
desert  oasis,  but  we  have  managed  to
excavate  a few intriguing studies  that  laid
the groundwork for our offbeat investigation.
Smith,  in  "The  Unlikely  Affinities:  A
Statistical  Exploration,"  first  hinted  at  the
possibility  of  perplexing  connections
between  seemingly  unrelated  variables,
setting the stage for  our  own venture into
uncharted  statistical  territory.  Doe,  in
"Politics  and  Petroleum:  A  Surprising

Tango," waltzed through the complexities of
political  preferences  and  oil  consumption,
leading us to ponder the potential parallels
between  libertarian  voting  patterns  and
liquefied petroleum gas usage.

However,  as  we  ventured deeper  into  the
annals  of  scholarly  inquiry,  we  stumbled
upon  a  series  of  studies  that  took  an
unexpected turn, much like a rodeo clown at
a  rocket  launch.  Jones,  in  "The  Curious
Case of Political Proclivities and Propane,"
noted  a  tantalizing  hint  of  correlation
between  political  ideology  and  gas-based
energy sources, leaving us teetering on the
edge  of  statistical  revelation.  This
breadcrumb trail  of empirical investigations
raised our  hopes and tickled our curiosity,
but  it  was  time  to  delve  into  more
unconventional sources of inspiration.

Turning our attention to relevant non-fiction
literature, we encountered "The Libertarian
Manifesto  of  Petroleum  Politics"  and
"Wisconsin's Whimsical Gas Grin: A Political
Paradox,"  both of which offered tantalizing
hints  at  the  potential  interplay  between
libertarian sentiments and the consumption
of  liquefied  petroleum  gas.  While  these
works  provided  valuable  insights  into  the
theoretical  underpinnings  of  our  study,  it
was the unexpected encounters in the realm
of fiction that truly piqued our interest.

Enter  "The  Sandcastle  Senator:  A Tale  of
Libertarian  Locomotion"  and  "Desert
Dreams and Dairy Dilemmas: A Fantasy of
Fuel and Freedom," two fictitious narratives
that,  while  seemingly  unrelated  to  our
research  objectives,  sparked  our
imagination  and  infused  our  investigation
with  a  dose  of  whimsy.  As  we  navigated
through these literary labyrinths, we couldn't
help  but  draw  parallels  between  the
fantastical  landscapes  of  fiction  and  the
perplexing terrain of our empirical inquiry.

In  a  bold  departure  from  conventional
academic sources, we also turned our gaze
towards the whimsical world of cartoons and
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children's shows. From the kinetic energy of
"The Flintstones" to the enigmatic allure of
"Scooby-Doo," these cultural artifacts, while
ostensibly  unrelated  to  our  research,
reminded us of the unpredictable twists and
turns  that  often  accompany  scholarly
pursuits. After all, who can resist a chuckle
at the thought of Fred Flintstone's libertarian
leanings  or  Shaggy's  secret  stash  of
liquefied petroleum gas?

In conclusion, the literature review journey
has  been  nothing  short  of  a  rollercoaster
ride through the hallways of academia, the
landscapes of  fiction,  and the playgrounds
of  popular  culture.  While  our  quest  for
scholarly enlightenment may have taken us
through unorthodox paths, it has imbued our
research  with  a  sense  of  levity  and
irreverence that complements the gravity of
our  statistical  findings.  As  we  prepare  to
unveil  the  mysterious  maneuvers  of
libertarian  votes  in  Wisconsin  and  the
spirited consumption of liquefied petroleum
gas in the United Arab Emirates, we invite
our  readers to join us in  this  idiosyncratic
exploration  of  the  absurd  and  the
astonishing.

3. Our approach & methods

The  methodology  adopted  for  this
unorthodox investigation involved a blend of
traditional statistical analyses and a sprinkle
of  whimsical  creativity.  Our  research team
embarked on a quest reminiscent of Indiana
Jones, traversing the treacherous terrain of
data  collection,  wrangling  spreadsheets,
and  decoding  cryptic  patterns  in  electoral
and energy consumption records.

First and foremost, the data on Libertarian
votes in Wisconsin senatorial elections was
sourced  from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science Lab. This treasure trove of electoral
information  provided  us  with  a
comprehensive  overview  of  political
leanings in the heartland of America. Armed
with this  knowledge,  we ventured into the

labyrinth of statistics, employing the arcane
arts  of  correlation analysis  and regression
modeling  to  tease  out  any  potential
connections.

Simultaneously,  our  team  cast  its  gaze
toward  the  golden  deserts  of  the  United
Arab  Emirates,  where  the  consumption  of
liquefied  petroleum  gas  (LPG)  was
monitored and documented by the Energy
Information Administration. Armed with this
dataset, we set sail on the choppy seas of
energy  economics,  navigating  through  the
waves of supply, demand, and consumption
patterns  with  a  compass  calibrated  for
curiosity and a sextant of skepticism.

The thorny task of aligning these disparate
datasets  fell  upon  the  shoulders  of  our
intrepid  data  wranglers,  who  deftly
maneuvered through the tangled forests of
spreadsheets  and  databases  with  the
finesse of a tightrope walker in a hurricane.
After  painstakingly  aligning  the  temporal
dimensions  and  adapting  the  units  of
measurement, we finally arrived at a dataset
that  could  be  subjected  to  the  unblinking
eye of statistical scrutiny.

With  our  data  primed  and  prepped  like  a
contestant on a culinary competition show,
we  set  about  unleashing  an  army  of
statistical tests, dancing between Pearson's
correlation  coefficient,  Spearman's  rank
correlation, and the formidable p-value. Like
a chef meticulously calibrating the flavors in
a gourmet dish,  we sought  to uncover the
subtle  nuances  and  overtones  lurking
beneath the surface of our datasets.

The interpretation of our findings resembled
a carefully choreographed ballet, where the
tiniest  of  nuances  could  reveal  a  grand
symphony.  P-values  were  scrutinized  like
precious gems under the light of a jeweler's
lamp,  and  correlation  coefficients  were
examined  with  the  precision  of  a
watchmaker  assembling  a  delicate
timepiece.
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The ultimate result of our statistical pas de
deux  was  a  remarkable  correlation
coefficient of 0.9742614, accompanied by a
p-value  that  prompted  a  collective  gasp
from  our  team.  The  implications  of  these
findings were as clear  as a mirage in  the
desert, tantalizing yet enigmatic, leaving us
at  the  precipice  of  revelation  and
amusement.

In summary, the methodology employed in
this study combined the rigor of traditional
statistical  analyses  with  the  audacity  of
exploring  uncharted  connections.  Our
journey  was  fraught  with  challenges,
surprises, and the occasional quirk of fate,
but through it all, we remained steadfast in
our  quest  to  shed light  on the improbable
relationship  between  libertarian  votes  in
Wisconsin and the consumption of liquefied
petroleum gas in the United Arab Emirates.

4. Results

The results of our investigation revealed a
striking  correlation  between  Libertarian
votes in Wisconsin senatorial elections and
the consumption of liquefied petroleum gas
in the United Arab Emirates. The correlation
coefficient  of  0.9742614  indicated  an
incredibly  strong  positive  relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  This  finding  defies  conventional
logic,  much  like  finding  a  palm  tree  in  a
Wisconsin  blizzard  or  a  cheesehead  at  a
camel race!

The  scatterplot  in  Fig.  1  portrays  this
eyebrow-raising  relationship,  showcasing
the tight clustering of data points that almost
seems  too  good  to  be  true.  It's  as  if  the
cheeseheads  in  Wisconsin  are  waving  to
the  folks  enjoying  their  shawarma  in  the
UAE, all  while  sipping from the same fuel
tank!

With an r-squared value of 0.9491853, our
model explains a whopping 94.92% of the
variability  in  liquefied  petroleum  gas

consumption  in  the  UAE  based  on
Libertarian votes in Wisconsin. This level of
predictability  is  as  surprising  as  a  desert
oasis in the heart of Milwaukee!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01
offers solid evidence that this correlation is
not  a  mere  statistical  fluke  but  a  genuine
relationship that demands attention. It's like
finding a needle in a haystack, only in this
case,  the  needle  is  dressed  in  a  cheese
wedge costume and exuding an aroma of
petroleum fumes!

In  conclusion,  our  findings  highlight  a
connection  that  is  as  perplexing  as  it  is
intriguing.  This  unexpected  correlation
beckons for further exploration and prompts
more questions than it answers, leaving us
marveling at the mystifying dance between
Midwestern political preferences and desert
fuel consumption. It's a conundrum that may
have  you  scratching  your  head,  rubbing
your  eyes,  and  ultimately  appreciating  the
sheer audacity of the statistical universe.

5. Discussion

In  this  delightfully  unexpected  and
somewhat  befuddling  section  of  our
research,  we  joyously  delve  into  the
implications of our eyebrow-raising findings.
The correlation between Libertarian votes in
Wisconsin and the consumption of liquefied
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petroleum gas in the United Arab Emirates
has left us grappling with a conundrum as
confounding  as  finding  a  frozen  custard
stand in the desert or discovering a cheese
wheel floating in an oil rig.

Our  results  not  only  confirmed  the
improbable  link  posited  by  Smith,  Doe,
Jones, and the whimsical narratives of "The
Sandcastle  Senator"  and  "Desert  Dreams
and Dairy Dilemmas," but also transcended
the  boundaries  of  statistical  predictability.
The  tight  clustering  of  data  points  in  our
scatterplot  echoes  the  surreal  image  of  a
cheesehead  ambassador  communicating
with a shawarma connoisseur  through the
shared medium of liquefied petroleum gas.
It's as if  the spirit  of  political  libertarianism
has  embarked  on  an  international  journey
that  defies  geographical  and  cultural
divides, much like a cheese-toting astronaut
orbiting the Earth.

The r-squared value of 0.9491853 reflects a
level of predictability that is as remarkable
as discovering a libertarian-themed oasis in
the Wisconsin countryside. Furthermore, the
p-value  of  less  than  0.01  unequivocally
establishes the credibility of this correlation,
leaving  no  room  for  skepticism  as  to  the
validity of this unexpected alliance. It's akin
to stumbling upon a treasure chest  buried
beneath  a  dairy  farm,  only  to  find  it  filled
with  liquefied  petroleum  gas  canisters
adorned with libertarian bumper stickers.

While  our  study  may  have  appeared
whimsical at first glance, the gravity of our
findings  demands  a  level  of  consideration
that  is  as  earnest  as  it  is  amusing.  The
mysterious maneuvers of libertarian votes in
Wisconsin and the spirited consumption of
liquefied petroleum gas in the United Arab
Emirates  beckon  for  further  scrutiny,  as
improbable as it may seem. It's a statistical
puzzle  that  tugs  at  the  corners  of  our
academic  curiosity,  inviting  us  to  embrace
the  enigma  with  open  minds  and
appreciative chuckles.

6. Conclusion

In  the  grand  tapestry  of  statistical
anomalies,  our  research  has  unveiled  a
correlation  between  Libertarian  votes  in
Wisconsin and the consumption of liquefied
petroleum gas in the United Arab Emirates
that is as confounding as a camel trying to
navigate a dairy farm. The strength of this
correlation, with a coefficient of 0.9742614,
defies conventional wisdom much like trying
to herd cheese wheels across a desert. The
predictability of 94.92% in the variability of
gas consumption based on Wisconsin votes
is  as  astonishing  as  stumbling  upon  a
cheese  festival  in  an  Abu  Dhabi
marketplace.

While we can't ignore the evidence pointing
to  this  unexpected  relationship,  we  must
also acknowledge the sheer absurdity of the
findings. The p-value of less than 0.01, like
a mirage in the desert, lures us into a world
where  political  inclinations  and  fuel
preferences  perform  an  unlikely  tango,
leaving us bewildered and amused.

In  light  of  these  revelatory  but  rib-tickling
results,  we  assert,  with  great  confidence
and a touch of whimsy, that further research
in this area would be akin to searching for a
sandwich in the Sahara – unnecessary and
possibly  fraught  with  humorous  missteps.
We leave this peculiar puzzle in the hands
of  future  scholars  who  may  endeavor  to
unravel  the  enigmatic  connection  between
the  heartland  of  America  and  the  desert
kingdom,  armed  with  a  hearty  dose  of
skepticism and, of course, a keen sense of
humor. For now, let us bid adieu to this tale
of  political  caprice,  statistical  intrigue,  and
unexpected  correlations,  leaving  it  to  be
pondered  with  a  chuckle  and  a  raised
eyebrow.
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