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This paper presents a correlation analysis of the voting patterns for Libertarian
presidential candidates in Iowa and the frequency of automotive recalls related to
parking brake issues from 1976 to 2020. Leveraging data from the MIT Election
Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the US DOT, our research team
sought to shed light on the peculiar connection between political preferences and
automotive safety concerns. Surprisingly, we uncovered a remarkably strong
correlation coefficient of 0.9559892 (p < 0.01), prompting us to contemplate whether
Iowan voters have inadvertently been applying their libertarian ideals to their
parking brake usage. Our findings provoke a lighthearted yet thought-provoking
discussion on the interplay between civic engagement and autometive integrity. It
seems that when it comes to freedom and brakes, the choices made in the ballot box
may have unintended consequences on the pavement.

The intersection of politics and then, a finding emerges that is so

automotive safety is a realm where one
might expect little to no overlap. However,
in the realm of research, one must always be
prepared for the unexpected correlations and
the statistical curiosities that emerge. In this
study, we dive into the realm of mixing
politics and brake systems, hoping to add a
dash of excitement to the otherwise
mundane world of correlation analysis.

As researchers, we are often cautioned
against jumping to conclusions or making
hasty generalizations. Yet, every now and

unexpectedly amusing that one cannot help
but indulge in a bit of statistical merriment.
Our exploration of the correlation between
votes for the Libertarian presidential
candidate in Iowa and automotive recalls
due to parking brake issues is one such
instance. The seemingly disparate worlds of
political ideology and wvehicular safety
converge in this quirky analysis, inviting us
to ponder the potential influence of political
beliefs on parking brake functionality.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



With the precision of a mathematician
and the optimism of a political enthusiast,
we embarked on this endeavor, armed with a
dataset spanning over four decades of
electoral history and automotive malfunction
reports. Our aim? To uncover any
underlying association between the voting
proclivities of Iowan citizens and the
reliability of their parking brakes, all while
maintaining our sense of scientific decorum,
of course.

Through meticulous data analysis and a
touch of academic whimsy, we set out to
discern whether a trend might be lurking
within the seemingly unrelated variables of
libertarian leanings and parking brake perils.
After all, who would have thought that
political inclinations could potentially
influence the practical functionality of an
automotive safety feature? The interplay of
variables in this investigation adds a twist of
amusement to the often stolid domain of
empirical inquiry.

As we venture into the realm of statistical
analysis and political musings, we invite our
readers to join us in this journey of
discovery — where the line between civic
engagement and mechanical reliability
becomes delightfully blurred. For in the
world of research, as in life, it is often the
unanticipated correlations that spark the
most joyous intellectual conversations.

Prior research

In "Smith et al.,"” the authors find an
unexpected association between political
preferences and automotive safety, sparking
our interest in the peculiar correlation
between votes for the Libertarian
presidential candidate in Iowa and the

frequency of automotive recalls pertaining
to the parking brake.

Doe's comprehensive analysis delves into
the impact of political ideologies on
consumer behavior and product choices,
offering a tantalizing glimpse into the
potential influence of libertarian leanings on
the automotive industry.

Jones' study explores the intricate
relationship between civic engagement and
societal norms, prompting us to consider the
unexplored territory where political ideals
intersect with the practicalities of vehicular
functionality.

However, as we traverse the realm of
academic literature, we find ourselves drawn
to the less orthodox sources of insight. In
"Drive to Freedom: A Contemporary
Analysis of Political Motives in Parking
Brake Activations," the authors eloquently
muse on the possibility of drivers
subconsciously expressing their libertarian
inclinations through parking brake incidents.

Venturing into the realm of fiction, "The
Brakes of Liberty" by Lorem Ipsum presents
a whimsical tale of political intrigue and
automotive mishaps, hinting at the enigmatic
interplay between democracy and vehicular
maintenance.

Moving beyond the conventional sources,
we find unexpected inspiration in children's
programming such as "The Carefree Car"
and "Libby's Libertarian Adventures," where
anthropomorphic vehicles navigate the
complexities of political landscapes while
grappling with parking brake predicaments.

In this light-hearted juxtaposition of
academic rigor and unorthodox musings, our
exploration of the correlation between
libertarian votes and automotive recalls in
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Iowa takes on a delightfully animated
dimension, inviting us to consider the
incalculable ways in which civic beliefs may
manifest in the realm of vehicular safety.

Approach
Sample Selection:

The population of interest in this study
consisted of all presidential elections in
Iowa from 1976 to 2020. As there is a
paucity of literature on the connection
between political leanings and automotive
safety, independence and the absence of
potential  confounding variables were
established as primary criteria for the
inclusion of a presidential election. The
selection of data was based on the MIT
Election Data and Science Lab and the
Harvard  Dataverse, which  provided
comprehensive records of voting outcomes.
Additionally, automotive recall data
pertaining specifically to parking brake
issues in Iowa during the same time frame
was sourced from the US Department of
Transportation.

Data Analysis:

To investigate the association between
Libertarian votes and automotive recalls, a
correlation  analysis was  performed.
Specifically, the correlation coefficient was
calculated to assess the strength and
direction of the relationship between these
seemingly incongruous variables.
Additionally, visual representations such as
scatterplots and trend lines were utilized to
illustrate the potential patterns in the data
and to add a dash of flair to the otherwise
staid realm of statistical analysis. The
correlation analysis allowed for an appraisal
of the degree to which libertarian voting

preferences were coincident with automotive
recalls  related to  parking  brake
malfunctions.

Regression Analysis:

To delve deeper into the potential causal
relationship between libertarian votes and
automotive recalls, a regression analysis was
conducted. The aim was to ascertain
whether the direction and magnitude of the
relationship between the two variables could
be discerned. Ordinary least squares
regression models were employed to
estimate the impact of libertarian voting on
the occurrence of automotive recalls, while
controlling for potential confounding factors
such as political climate, demographic
shifts, and vehicular trends. The use of
regression analysis added a touch of
complexity to the inquiry, reminiscent of the
intricate dance between political ideologies
and mechanical quirks.

Statistical Packages:

All analyses were conducted using the R
statistical software, laced with the wit and
charm of virtually crafted codes and scripts.
The R platform provided the necessary tools
to carry out the statistical computations with
eloquent precision, allowing for a seamless
fusion of data manipulation and scientific
whimsy.

Limitations:

It is crucial to acknowledge the limitations
of this correlational study. Despite the
meticulous data collection and analyses,
causality cannot be inferred from the
observed associations, much to the chagrin
of those eager for definitive answers about
the interplay between political ideologies
and automotive mechanics. Moreover, the
potential influence of unmeasured variables,
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such as societal attitudes towards vehicle
maintenance and the idiosyncrasies of
political discourse, cannot be discounted.
Nevertheless, the findings offer a delightful
glimpse into the unforeseen intersections of
civic behavior and vehicular intricacies,
sparking a lively discourse on the
unexpected twists of statistical inquiry.

Results

The results of our correlation analysis
between libertarian votes for the presidential
candidate in Iowa and automotive recalls
pertaining to parking brake issues elicited
amusement, surprise, and a few raised
eyebrows. With a calculated correlation
coefficient of 0.9559892 and an r-squared of
0.9139154, we found a remarkably strong
statistical ~ relationship, prompting an
involuntary chuckle from our team. The p-
value of less than 0.01 added a dash of
confidence to our mirthful analysis, leaving
us with the delightful quandary of whether
to apply handbrakes or handshakes to our
fellow researchers.

The figure (Fig. 1) showcases the scatterplot
graph,  undeniably = demonstrating a
compelling linear relationship between the
two variables. It's not every day that one
gets to witness the unexpected affinity
between political leanings and automotive
safety features in such a visually appealing
manner. It seems statistical analysis can be
as enthralling as a well-timed punchline.

Our findings prompt us to ponder whether
the fervor for Ilibertarian ideals has
inadvertently spilled over into the parking
brake application habits of Iowan citizens.
Could it be possible that an eagerness for
political freedom has translated into an
equally fervent zest for liberating one's

vehicle from the clutches of gravity? The
mind boggles at the whimsical possibilities
that arise from this correlation — a real
testament to the captivating nature of
empirical inquiry.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As we toe the line between scholarly
sobriety and exuberant speculation, our
results call for a moment of whimsy amidst
the gravitas of academic discourse. It
appears that when it comes to statistical
correlations, one must always be prepared
for the unexpected — and perhaps even the
delightfully ludicrous.

Discussion of findings

The results of our correlation analysis have
led us down a delightfully unexpected rabbit
hole of pondering the correlation between
libertarian votes for the presidential
candidate in Iowa and automotive recalls
related to parking brake issues. As we reflect
on the supporting evidence from the
literature,  particularly the  whimsical
musings of "Drive to Freedom: A
Contemporary Analysis of Political Motives
in Parking Brake Activations,”" and the
enigmatic interplay between democracy and
vehicular maintenance presented in "The
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Brakes of Liberty," it becomes evident that
our findings add a dash of statistical rigor to
the lighthearted yet thought-provoking
discussions prevalent in these
unconventional sources.

The  remarkably  strong  correlation
coefficient of 0.9559892, supported by the
previous research highlighting the impact of
political ideologies on consumer behavior,
implies a connection between civic beliefs
and vehicular safety that cannot be brushed
aside as mere statistical noise. The
validation of the  well-documented
libertarian inclinations and their potential
manifestation in the realm of vehicular
safety has invoked a few chuckles in the
corridors of our research institution,
prompting us to ponder whether the ballot
box choices have indeed initiated
unintended consequences on the pavement.

As we attempt to reconcile the statistical
rigor of our findings with the waggish
implications, we find ourselves grappling
with the possibility that the fervor for
political freedom may have unintended
ripple effects, potentially translating into an
eagerness for liberating vehicles from the
clutches of gravity. The mind boggles at the
whimsical possibilities that arise from this
correlation, unveiling a testament to the
captivating nature of empirical inquiry.

While the unexpected affinity between
political leanings and automotive safety
features may appear comical on the surface,
it is important for the academic community
to approach these findings with a mix of
scholarly sobriety and exuberant
speculation. This correlation, far from being
a mere statistical oddity, delves into the
unexplored territory where political ideals

intersect with the practicalities of vehicular
functionality.

In conclusion, it seems our analysis of the
correlation between votes for the Libertarian
presidential candidate in lowa and
automotive recalls for issues with the
parking brake has certainly given us more
than just statistical insights. It has led us to
contemplate the unexpected, to chuckle at
the whimsy of statistical correlations, and to
contemplate the incalculable ways in which
civic beliefs may manifest in the realm of
vehicular safety. Truly, the realm of research
has a way of transmuting the mundane into
the mirthful.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the
relationship  between votes for the
Libertarian presidential candidate in Iowa
and automotive recalls related to parking
brake issues has brought to light a
correlation so strong it's practically doing
donuts in the parking lot of statistical
significance. With a correlation coefficient
of 0.9559892, we find ourselves pondering
whether Iowan voters are inadvertently
engaging in a vehicular demonstration of
their libertarian propensities.

Our findings raise the question: are
libertarians more likely to engage in laissez-
faire parking brake practices, or is there a
political revolt manifesting itself in the
brake control mechanisms of Iowa's
automobiles? It seems that while some strive
for individual freedom, others may
inadvertently be granting it to their vehicles
as well.

As we put the brakes on this research, we
humorously posit that further inquiries into
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this peculiar correlation may ultimately
leave us spinning our wheels, rather than
moving forward. Therefore, we assert that
no further research is needed in this area, as
the statistical merriment derived from this
lighthearted exploration is simply too good
to brake.
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