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ABSTRACT

Thaddeus, Libertarianism, and the Wild West: A Vote-Causing
Correlation

In this captivating research paper, we explore the peculiar relationship between the
popularity of the first name Thaddeus and the votes for the Libertarian Presidential
candidate in Nevada. Armed with data from the US Social Security Administration and
MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, we embark on a whimsical
journey through the nexus of nomenclature and political leanings. Our findings reveal a
remarkably strong correlation coefficient of 0.8534066 and a p-value less than 0.01 from
1976 to 2020, suggesting that there may indeed be more than meets the eye when it
comes to the name Thaddeus and libertarian preferences in the Silver State. This paper
will leave readers both amused and astonished by the unexpected influence of a name
on the political pulse of Nevada. So let's buckle up for a rib-tickling ride and explore the
untamed frontier of name-based political propensity!
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I. Introduction

The intersection of politics and nomenclature has long been a topic of intrigue and mystique.
Throughout history, names have been associated with certain attributes or characteristics,
influencing perceptions and behaviors in subtle yet profound ways. From Aristotle's belief that
one's name can shape their destiny to the modern-day phenomena of nominative determinism,

the influence of names on human affairs has been a subject of fascination and speculation.

In the realm of politics, the confluence of names and voting patterns has often been a source of
curiosity. Whether it's the alliteration of political candidates' names or the perceived gravitas of a
certain moniker, the impact of nomenclature on political allegiances is a domain ripe for
exploration. It is within this eccentric milieu that our research delves into the captivating
correlation between the popularity of the first name Thaddeus and the votes for Libertarian

Presidential candidates in the enigmatic state of Nevada.

As researchers, we harnessed the power of data to unravel this enigmatic connection. Leveraging
comprehensive datasets from the US Social Security Administration and MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, we embarked on a whimsical journey through the annals of
names and political preferences. Our intrepid exploration led us to uncover a strikingly robust
correlation between the prevalence of the name Thaddeus and support for the Libertarian

Presidential candidate in the "Battle Born State."

The nature of this correlation is nothing short of perplexing, akin to stumbling upon a
tumbleweed in the political arena. With a correlation coefficient of 0.8534066 and a p-value less

than 0.01 from 1976 to 2020, our findings defy conventional wisdom, prompting both skepticism
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and a tantalizing sense of curiosity. As we unravel the mystique of Thaddeus and libertarian

leanings, it's as if we've stumbled upon a frontier town where the unexpected reigns supreme.

Join us as we traverse the dusty trails of data analysis and embark on a grand expedition through
the intersection of nomenclature and political predilections. Our lighthearted yet rigorous
investigation promises to shed light on a captivating facet of the political landscape, leaving
readers both amused and astonished by the unpredictability of human behavior in the realm of

elections.

So, saddle up, dear reader, as we venture into uncharted territory where names and electoral
proclivities converge. This unconventional exploration promises to tickle your funny bone and
expand your intellectual horizons, demonstrating that even in the serious arena of politics, there's
always room for a touch of whimsy. Let the saga of Thaddeus, Libertarianism, and the Wild West
unfold before your eyes, as we navigate the rib-tickling nuances of name-based political

proclivities in the Silver State. Giddy up!

II. Literature Review

The question of the relationship between names and political behavior has spurred considerable
interest in the scholarly community. Smith, in "The Nomenclature Nexus: Exploring Name-

Driven Trends in Political Affiliation," conducted a comprehensive analysis of voter registration
data in multiple states, uncovering intriguing correlations between names and party preferences.

Similarly, Doe's "The Label Effect: How Names Shape Political Perceptions" delved into the
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psychological underpinnings of name associations, shedding light on the subtle yet significant

impact of nomenclature on electoral choices.

As we transition into the realm of the unusual, our investigation also draws upon non-traditional
sources of inspiration. In "The Libertarian Mystique: From Ayn Rand to Ron Swanson," the
authors explored the allure of libertarian ideology in popular culture, offering a lens through
which to examine the potential influence of unconventional factors on political allegiances. On a
lighter note, "Tales of the Wild West: Legends and Lore," although a work of fiction,
encapsulates the spirit of the American frontier, providing an imaginative backdrop for our

resourceful expedition into the enigmatic domain of Thaddeus and libertarianism.

In a surprising twist, we turned to television as a source of insight, immersing ourselves in shows
such as "Westworld" and "Deadwood" to glean a sense of the ambiance of the Wild West and its
possible implications for the peculiar correlation between the name Thaddeus and support for the
Libertarian Presidential candidate in Nevada. While these sources may seem unconventional,
they serve as anchors for our playful yet insightful exploration of the unexpected connections

between nomenclature and political inclinations.

In the midst of scholarly inquiry and whimsical wanderings, we arrive at the juncture of our
captivating investigation, poised to unravel the delightful enigma of Thaddeus, Libertarianism,
and the Wild West. Let the scholarly jamboree begin as we embark on this peculiar and rib-
tickling pursuit of knowledge at the intersection of nomenclature and political leanings. With an
irrepressible sense of merriment and intellectual rigor, we plunge into the fanciful domain of
name-based political proclivities in the Silver State, driven by curiosity and a hint of roguish

revelry. Hold onto your hats, for the rodeo of research is about to commence!
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ITI. Methodology

To disentangle the captivating connection between the prevalence of the first name Thaddeus and
the votes for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in Nevada, an amalgam of egregious
methodologies and mirthful manipulations was embraced. Our research team, sporting the most
fetching pocket protectors and the keenest wit, ventured forth into the wild and unpredictable

domain of nomenclature-driven political proclivities.

To amass the data necessary for our eye-opening investigation, we enlisted the aid of venerable
repositories of numerical merriment, namely the US Social Security Administration and the MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse. From these data troves, we extracted the
historical voting counts for the Libertarian Presidential candidates in Nevada and the frequency

of the name Thaddeus over the span of 1976 to 2020.

With the requisite data in hand, we conjured a waggish cauldron of statistical analyses to
scrutinize the correlation between the popularity of the name Thaddeus and the votes for the
Libertarian Presidential candidate in the Silver State. No stone was left unturned as we invoked
the whimsical wizardry of correlation coefficients, t-tests, and regression analyses to discern the

mystical nexus between nomenclature and ballot box proclivities.

Our rigorous methodology exuded an air of scholarly gaiety, akin to a penguin donning a bowtie
at a black-tie affair. Nevertheless, our jocular pursuits were underpinned by a dedication to
scientific rigor and intellectual levity, as we endeavored to unravel the riddle of Thaddeus and

libertarian tendencies in the scintillating realm of electoral politics.
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In summation, our methodology combined the earnest pursuit of knowledge with a liberal
sprinkling of jocularity, as we embarked on a whimsical voyage through the uncharted waters of
name-related political predilections. The resulting findings will assuredly prove to be as
illuminating as they are mirthful, illuminating the unexpected influence of nomenclature on the

political topography of Nevada and beyond.

In the next section, we shall eagerly present our captivating findings, brimming with verve and

statistical vaudevillianery. Let the grand unveiling commence!

IV. Results

The findings of our study revealed a remarkably strong correlation between the prevalence of the
first name Thaddeus and the votes for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in Nevada. We
observed a correlation coefficient of 0.8534066, indicating a robust positive association between
the two variables. Additionally, the r-squared value of 0.7283028 suggests that approximately
72.83% of the variation in votes for the Libertarian Presidential candidate can be explained by
the prevalence of the name Thaddeus. This strong relationship piqued our curiosity and provided

an intriguing glimpse into the uncharted territory of name-based political predilections.

To visually illustrate this compelling correlation, we present Figure 1, a scatterplot that vividly
portrays the strong positive relationship between the popularity of the name Thaddeus and votes
for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in Nevada. This figure encapsulates the charismatic
allure of our findings and underscores the captivating intertwining of nomenclature and political

inclinations.
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Our findings challenge conventional wisdom and provoke contemplation about the hidden
influences that shape electoral behaviors. The unexpected influence of a name on political
proclivities in the Silver State adds a whimsical twist to the otherwise serious landscape of
political analysis. It's as if we stumbled upon a treasure trove of electoral oddities in the

unexplored frontier of name-based political whimsy.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In summary, our study unravelled a peculiar correlation between the prevalence of the name
Thaddeus and votes for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in Nevada, shedding light on an
unanticipated facet of political dynamics. Through our rigorous analysis and quirky expedition
into the realm of nomenclature and elections, we have highlighted the enigmatic interplay
between names and political preferences, leaving readers both bemused and intrigued by the

whimsical undercurrents of the electoral landscape.

V. Discussion
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The overarching objective of this study was to unravel the unexpected correlation between the
popularity of the name Thaddeus and votes for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in Nevada.
Our findings revealed a strikingly robust association between these seemingly unrelated
variables, with a correlation coefficient of 0.8534066 and a p-value less than 0.01. These results
not only support but also amplify the quirky inquiries and unconventional inspirations that

seeped into our literature review.

While our investigation delved into the intersection of nomenclature and political leanings, we
could not help but recall the animated spirit of "Westworld" and the colorful characters of
"Deadwood" — seemingly unrelated yet somehow relevant to our whimsical pursuit. The hunches
we entertained from these non-traditional sources were not in vain. The Wild West's mystique
evidently lingers in the correlation we unraveled, adding an unexpected layer of relevance to our

findings.

Moreover, the eclectic sources that permeated our literature review — from psychological
underpinnings of name associations to the enticing allure of libertarian ideology in popular
culture — undoubtedly steered us in the right direction. The subtle influences of nomenclature on
political choices proved to be more than speculative whimsy, as our results decisively confirmed

a substantial correlation.

Furthermore, our endeavor was imbued with an irrepressible sense of merriment, and our
findings mirror the playful yet insightful spirit that sparked this peculiar pursuit of knowledge.
The aura of lightheartedness that accompanied our study did not diminish the rigor of our
analysis; rather, it lent a captivating sheen to the unexplored frontier of name-based political

proclivities.
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In essence, our study has illuminated a fascinating interplay between names and political
preferences, uncovering the whimsical undercurrents that animate the electoral landscape. Our
results inspire a sense of wonder at the unanticipated facets of political dynamics, akin to
discovering hidden treasure in the electoral oddities of the Silver State. The unexpected
correlation we unearthed serves as a lighthearted yet thought-provoking embellishment to the

serious tapestry of political analysis.

So, let's tip our hats to the untamed frontier of name-based political proclivities and savor the
serendipitous whimsy that underscores our scholarly jamboree. Stay tuned for more surprises

from the quirky world of name-driven politicking!

VI1. Conclusion

In the rugged terrain of political analysis, one would hardly expect a name like “Thaddeus” to
wield such influence. Yet, our findings paint a picture of a name that's more than meets the eye -
a name with a penchant for libertarian inclinations in the Silver State. The correlation coefficient
of 0.8534066 between the prevalence of Thaddeus and votes for the Libertarian Presidential
candidate in Nevada is akin to stumbling upon a gold nugget in a stream of data, reminding us

that truth can indeed be stranger than fiction.

As we mosey on down the thoroughfare of our conclusions, it becomes evident that the interplay
of nomenclature and political preferences is as unpredictable as a tumbleweed in a gust of wind.
The r-squared value of 0.7283028 further cements the substantial impact of this correlation, akin

to finding a needle in a haystack of electoral analysis. It seems that the name Thaddeus carries a
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certain libertarian mystique in the Silver State, perhaps whispering tales of independent spirit and

rugged individualism in the ears of voters.

In light of these surprising results, it's clear that the influence of a name on political proclivities
is a frontier worth exploring. However, as we hang our hats on the findings of this study, we
assert that there is no need for further research in this area. After all, how much more can one
glean from the eccentric dance of data and nomenclature? Sometimes, the unexpected allure of a
correlation is best left to tickle the imagination, much like the charm of a whimsical anecdote
amid the rigors of scholarly discourse. So, as the sun sets on our expedition into the world of
Thaddeus and libertarianism, let's tip our metaphoric hats to the captivating caprices of names

and electoral predilections, and declare this journey a wild and wacky success. Yeehaw!
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