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This study delves into the peculiar correlation between Democrat votes for Senators
in New Mexico and the number of ophthalmic laboratory technicians in the Land of
Enchantment. Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard
Dataverse,  and  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  our  research  team  conducted  a
thorough analysis covering the time period from 2004 to 2020. Our findings revealed
a strikingly high correlation coefficient of 0.9803998, with statistical significance at
p < 0.01.  This unexpected relationship prompts a closer look at the intertwining
spheres of politics and eye care in New Mexico, shedding a light-hearted yet critical
perspective on the interconnectedness of seemingly disparate dimensions of society.

The eye-catching intersection of politics and
ophthalmic  care  in  New  Mexico  has  long
been an enigma to both political pundits and
optometry enthusiasts alike. As we embark
on  this  scholarly  quest  to  unravel  the
mystery  behind  the  correlation  between
Democrat votes for Senators and the number
of ophthalmic laboratory technicians in the
Land of Enchantment,  we are reminded of
the famous words of Mark Twain: "Facts are
stubborn things, but statistics are pliable." 

The  journey  to  elucidate  this  unexpected
correlation is fraught with twists and turns,
much  like  the  intricate  network  of  blood
vessels in the human eye. We aim to delve
into this curious linkage with the precision

of a surgeon's scalpel and the tenacity of a
political analyst in an election year.

While the realm of political science is often
seen through the lens of policy decisions and
public  opinion,  our  research  endeavors  to
cast  a  broader  gaze,  encompassing  the
peculiar  prism of  optometric  statistics.  By
utilizing data from reputable sources such as
the  MIT  Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,
Harvard Dataverse, and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, we endeavor to shed light on this
seemingly playful yet intriguing association
with  scholarly  rigor  and  occasional
witticisms.

As we embark on this research expedition,
we  are  reminded  of  the  words  of  an
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anonymous sage: "The eyes are the window
to  the  soul,  and  apparently,  to  political
preferences as well." In doing so, we hope to
provide a scholarly spectacle  that not  only
informs  but  also  entertains,  much  like  a
political cartoon with a touch of optometric
humor.

Prior research

The  examination  of  the  intriguing
correlation  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators in New Mexico and the number of
ophthalmic  laboratory  technicians  in  the
Land of Enchantment has generated interest
from scholars in various fields. Smith (2007)
delved into the socioeconomic landscape of
New  Mexico  and  its  political  dynamics,
uncovering subtle  trends in voting patterns
that  seemed  to  veer  towards  the  ocularly
astute.  Doe  (2012)  expounded  upon  the
societal  implications  of  optometric
healthcare and its entwined relationship with
political inclinations, laying the groundwork
for  more  in-depth  investigations  into  this
curious confluence.

Jones  (2015)  delved  into  the  intricate
interplay  of  regional  demographics  and
political  leaning,  hinting  at  the  unforeseen
relationship  with  visual  healthcare
practitioners.  Such  earnest  academic
inquiries  have  paved  the  way  for  a  more
lighthearted  exploration  of  this
phenomenon, akin to navigating a corn maze
with a magnifying glass.

Turning to works beyond the strict confines
of  academic  discourse,  "The  Eye  and  the
Political  Storm"  by  Lorem  Ipsum  (2018)
offers a whimsical yet contemplative literary
journey into the realm of ocular politicking.
The author artfully weaves a narrative that
reflects the societal fabric of New Mexico,

with a playful nod to the symbiotic dance of
election cycles and visual acuity.

On a less scholarly note, the fictional works
"Vote-o-rama:  A  Tale  of  Optometric
Oddities"  and "The Optometry  Chronicles:
Part  II  -  The  Democrat's  Dilemma"
introduce  fantastical  elements  to  the
enigmatic  correlation,  blurring  the  lines
between  political  punditry  and  optometric
mystique. While these fictional pieces offer
little in the way of empirical evidence, they
serve  to  tickle  the  imagination  and
underscore  the  intriguing  allure  of  this
subject.

In an unexpected turn, the beloved cartoon
series "Eye See You Vote" and the children's
show "The Optometric Odyssey" provide a
light-hearted yet surprisingly insightful lens
through  which  to  view  the  interplay  of
political  predilections  and  visual  health.
These animated portrayals arguably offer a
more  captivating  perspective  than  some
academic  treatises,  at  times  eliciting  both
amusement  and  thought-provoking
reflection.

Thus,  the  scholarly  landscape  surrounding
the correlation between Democrat votes for
Senators in New Mexico and the number of
ophthalmic  laboratory  technicians  in  the
Land  of  Enchantment  is  not  devoid  of
humor and imaginative explorations. As we
wade into this academic spectacle, we find
ourselves  oscillating  between  rigorous
inquiry and playful speculation, much like a
pendulum swinging between seriousness and
levity.

Approach

To unfurl the mystery behind the unexpected
correlation  between  Democrat  votes  for
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Senators in New Mexico and the number of
ophthalmic  laboratory  technicians,  our
research  team  employed  an  array  of
methodological  maneuvers  that  were  as
precise  as  a  delicate  eyesight  test  and  as
intricate  as  the  inner  workings  of  a
phoropter.

Firstly, data on Democrat votes for Senators
was  obtained from the  MIT Election  Data
and  Science  Lab,  which  provided  a
comprehensive view of political preferences
in  the  Land  of  Enchantment.  This  dataset
spanned the years 2004 to 2020, capturing
the ebb and flow of political tides with the
deftness  of  a  seasoned  sailor  navigating
through tumultuous waters.

Simultaneously, information on the number
of ophthalmic laboratory technicians in New
Mexico  was  procured  from the  Bureau  of
Labor  Statistics,  offering  a  clear-eyed
perspective on the employment landscape in
the  optometric  field  over  the  same  time
period.  This  data  was  as  illuminating  as  a
finely-tuned slit lamp, allowing us to discern
the  nuanced  patterns  and  trends  in  the
ophthalmic workforce with precision.

To  probe  the  correlation  between  these
seemingly  unrelated  variables,  statistical
analyses were conducted with the finesse of
an  ophthalmic  surgeon  wielding  a
microkeratome.  A  correlation  coefficient
was  calculated  to  quantify  the  degree  of
association  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators  and  the  number  of  ophthalmic
laboratory  technicians.  The  statistical
significance was tested using a two-tailed t-
test, with a p-value less than 0.01 deemed as
the threshold for establishing the credibility
of the observed relationship.

Furthermore,  to  ensure  the  robustness  and
reliability  of  our  findings,  supplementary

data  from  the  Harvard  Dataverse  was
utilized to cross-validate the trends observed
in the primary datasets. This cross-validation
process was akin to a second opinion sought
by  a  discerning  patient,  affirming  the
consistency and stability  of  the discovered
correlation  with  an  additional  layer  of
scholarly scrutiny.

Following the amalgamation of political and
ophthalmic data from reputable sources and
the execution of rigorous statistical analyses,
the resulting findings cast a light-hearted yet
compelling narrative on the subtle interplay
of  political  preferences  and  optometric
dynamics  in  the  vibrant  tapestry  of  New
Mexico.

Results

The  analysis  of  the  connection  between
Democrat votes for Senators in New Mexico
and  the  number  of  ophthalmic  laboratory
technicians  in  the  Land  of  Enchantment
culminated in striking findings. Our research
uncovered  a  remarkably  high  correlation
coefficient of 0.9803998, indicating a robust
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena.  A gust  of  statistical
significance blew through our findings, with
a  p-value  less  than  0.01,  emphasizing  the
strength of this unexpected association. The
R-squared of 0.9611837 further accentuated
the coherence between the variables, leaving
us in awe of the unexpected unity of politics
and ophthalmic care.

To  visually  encapsulate  this  compelling
correlation,  a  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  depicting
the relationship between Democrat votes for
Senators  and  the  number  of  ophthalmic
laboratory technicians in New Mexico was
crafted.  The figure elegantly  illustrates  the
strong  positive  correlation,  providing  a
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visual  aid  to  accompany  the  numerical
revelations. The proximity of the data points
in  the  scatterplot  mirrors  the  close  bond
between political inclinations and the optical
profession  in  the  Land  of  Enchantment,
inspiring  both  contemplation  and
amusement.

In  conclusion,  our  findings  unravel  a
fascinating connection between the political
pupil  and  optical  practitioners  in  New
Mexico, offering an intriguing vantage point
for those eager to explore the confluence of
politics and eye care with a twinkle in their
eye.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Discussion of findings

The  noteworthy  correlation  uncovered  in
this  study  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators in New Mexico and the number of
ophthalmic  laboratory  technicians  in  the
Land of Enchantment provides ample food
for thought. Our findings not only stand as a
testament to the power of statistical analysis
but  also  prompt  a  reevaluation  of  the
intersection  between  political  proclivities
and visual care.

Our results, which yielded a strikingly high
correlation coefficient of 0.9803998 and R-
squared of 0.9611837, confirm and buttress
the prior inquiries (Smith, 2007; Doe, 2012;
Jones, 2015) into this peculiar relationship.
It  appears  that  the voters'  blue preferences
align harmoniously with the state's need for
ocular care, painting a fascinating portrait of
the state's eyecare landscapes as if it were a
masterpiece framed by political nuances.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually encapsulates
this  intriguing  association,  akin  to  an
abstract  artwork  that  leaves  one
simultaneously  puzzled  and  inspired.  The
proximity  of  data  points  in  the  scatterplot
serves as a poignant reminder of the close
bond between political  alignments  and the
optical  profession,  evoking  thoughts  of
interconnectedness  between  the  polling
booth and the optometry clinic.

While  our  results  may  seem  like  an
unexpected  plot  twist  in  the  unfolding
narrative of New Mexico's sociopolitical and
healthcare tableau, they lend credence to the
comical  yet  contemplative  literary  journey
presented  in  "The  Eye  and  the  Political
Storm"  by  Lorem  Ipsum  (2018).  This
treatise amusingly hinted at the intertwined
fate  of  election  cycles  and  visual  acuity,
conveying  a  message  that  now  resonates
with empirical weight.

Moreover,  the  unexpected  congruence  we
found may appear to be as fantastical as the
fictional  pieces  "Vote-o-rama:  A  Tale  of
Optometric  Oddities"  and  "The  Optometry
Chronicles:  Part  II  -  The  Democrat's
Dilemma."  However,  our  scholarly  pursuit
has  breathed  life  into  these  whimsical
mirages, shedding a light-hearted yet critical
perspective  on  the  interconnectedness  of
seemingly  disparate  dimensions  of  society,
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akin to discovering a hidden universe within
the brightly lit, everyday world.

Ultimately, our examination of this curious
correlation  highlights  the  potential  for
serious inquiry to be couched in lighthearted
or  fantastical  terms,  much like  a  magician
blending  humor  with  ingenuity.  Thus,  this
unexpected  and  remarkable  correlation
between  Democrat  votes  for  Senators  and
the  number  of  ophthalmic  laboratory
technicians in New Mexico is not merely a
statistical  curiosity,  but  rather  a  whimsical
enigma begging further exploration.

Conclusion

Our  investigation  into  the  curious
correlation  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators in New Mexico and the number of
ophthalmic  laboratory  technicians  in  the
Land of Enchantment has proven to be quite
the  spectacle.  The  remarkable  correlation
coefficient of 0.9803998 has left  us seeing
double, figuratively speaking! It seems that
political  preferences  and  eyeglasses  have
more in  common than meets  the eye.  One
might even say they're a sight for sore eyes!

As  we  squinted  our  way  through  the
datasets,  the  statistical  significance  at  p  <
0.01 was as clear  as 20/20 vision.  The R-
squared of 0.9611837 further highlighted the
sharp focus of this unexpected relationship.
It's  as  if  the  eye  of  political  preference  is
always  watching,  even  in  the  field  of
ophthalmic care.

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  provided  a  visual
representation that was quite the spectacle,
visually,  of  course.  We  almost  needed  an
optometrist  to  make sure  our  eyes  weren't
deceiving  us!  The  closeness  of  the  data
points  illustrated  the  intimate  connection

between political inclinations and the optical
profession.  Who knew that  lawmakers and
lens grinders were in such close proximity?

In closing, our investigation has provided a
lens  through  which  to  view the  symbiotic
relationship  between  political  preferences
and optical practitioners in New Mexico. By
examining  the  convergence  of  these
seemingly unrelated domains, our study has
added  a  touch  of  academic  humor  to  the
intellectual  landscape,  much  like  a  pair  of
comedic reading glasses.

Given  the  enlightening  and  entertaining
nature of our findings, we assert that further
research  in  this  area  is  unnecessary.  The
matter has been thoroughly illuminated and
deserves  a  standing  ovation,  or  at  least  a
round of applause!
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