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Abstract

Avian you heard the news? Our groundbreaking research
has unraveled the compelling correlation between the
Democratic votes for Senators in Oklahoma and the
voluminous Google searches for 'where do birds go when
it rains'. By delving into data from esteemed sources such
as MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard
Dataverse, and Google Trends, our findings are nothing
short of tweet-worthy. In this study, we utilized a
sophisticated statistical approach and uncovered a
correlation coefficient of 0.8478510, with a p-value less
than 0.05 for the time frame of 2004 to 2020. This
analysis chirps volumes about the interconnectedness
between avian curiosity and political inclinations. It
seems that when it pours, Oklahomans don't just flock
together in polling booths; they also collectively ponder
the whereabouts of our feathered friends. Thus, our
research not only sheds light on this captivating
correlation but also serves as a gentle reminder that
sometimes, the most unexpected and seemingly unrelated
inquiries can lead to profound insights. After all, it's for
the birds!

1. Introduction

The connection between voting patterns and external
factors has always been a hot topic in political
analysis. Just when we thought we've seen it all, our
research takes a different flight path. It dives into the
realm of internet searches, avian behavior, and
political preferences to uncover an unexpected yet
intriguing correlation. Yes, you guessed it - we've
taken the term "bird's-eye-view" quite literally.

When it comes to political analyses, researchers
often gravitate towards conventional variables such
as demographics, social and economic indicators,
and historical voting patterns. But why not spread
our wings and explore the uncharted territory of
internet search trends? Our investigation has
revealed that the flock mentality of Oklahomans
doesn't confine itself only to their voting patterns,
but extends to their inquisitiveness about our
feathered friends during rainy days.

What do you get when you cross a political scientist
with an ornithologist? A statistical pecking order!
Our data crunching revealed a striking correlation
between the Democratic votes for Senators in
Oklahoma and the surge of Google searches for
"where do birds go when it rains." This correlation
not only raises eyebrows but also compels us to
flock to our statistical models and nestle into the
nitty-gritty of this unexpected yet compelling
relationship.

It's no coincidence that our findings ruffle some
feathers in the world of political research. The
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correlation coefficient of 0.8478510 and the
associated p-value less than 0.05 certainly make us
want to shout "eureka!" But before we fly the coop
with grand conclusions, it's essential to perch on the
branches of statistical significance and tread
carefully through the fog of causation.

Our research provides a compelling case for the
integration of seemingly disparate variables in
political analyses. As it turns out, the question
"where do birds go when it rains" is not just a
whimsical inquiry; it seems to have a nestling place
in the political consciousness of Oklahomans. So,
the next time someone dismisses an unexpected
pattern as "for the birds," just remember that
sometimes, even the quirkiest questions can lead to
groundbreaking insights. Let's spread our wings and
dive into the feathered mysteries of political
preferences and avian curiosities.

2. Literature Review

The literature on the relationship between internet
search trends and political behavior presents a robust
body of evidence, with seminal works such as
Smith's "Digital Footprints in Democracy" and Doe's
"Web Wandering: Unconventional Indicators of
Voter Sentiment" offering insightful perspectives.
Then, there is Jones' "The Data-Driven Citizen:
Navigating the Information Highway," a
comprehensive exploration of the nexus between
online behavior and civic engagement. These works
have provided a sturdy branch for our own
investigation to perch upon.

Speaking of perching, have you heard about the bird
that was considered a featherweight champion? It
was a peregrine falcon!

Moving on, while the existing literature sheds light
on the influence of internet searches on political
attitudes, our study takes a unique flight path by
focusing on the correlation between Google searches
for "where do birds go when it rains" and
Democratic votes for Senators in Oklahoma. This
unexpected twist pricks the curiosity of avian
enthusiasts and political scientists alike, prompting a
reevaluation of the connections between avian
wanderings and human decision-making.

In parallel, the influence of external factors on
voting behavior has been explored in non-fiction
works such as "Political Animals: The Avian Guide
to Political Punditry" and "Feathering the Debate:
How Bird Behavior Shapes Political Discourse."
These texts provide a thoughtful analysis of avian
symbolism and its reflection in public opinion.
Additionally, fictional novels such as "The Raven's
Ballot Box" and "A Murder of Crows: Election Day
Intrigue" contribute to the discourse by weaving
avian themes into the fabric of political narratives.

Speaking of avian themes, have you ever played
That's My Fish! board game? It's a great way to
understand competitive behavior and strategic
positioning, much like avian and political
movements.

Our findings not only align with the trajectory of
existing scholarship but also add a feather to its cap
by introducing a whimsical yet compelling variable
into the political landscape. As we delve deeper into
the connection between avian inquisitiveness about
inclement weather and political preferences, it
becomes clear that sometimes, the most unexpected
questions lead to the most riveting answers. And for
that, we owe a debt of gratitude to both the winged
creatures soaring the skies and the voters casting
their ballots.

3. Methodology

You can put a bird on it! Our methodology for
uncovering the fascinating correlation between
Democratic votes for Senators in Oklahoma and
Google searches for 'where do birds go when it rains'
was as meticulous as a bird building its nest. We
gathered data from a variety of sources, utilizing
information spanning over a decade to ensure our
analysis had wingspan.

First off, we took to the data skies and sourced
public information from MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Google
Trends. Combining this data, we commenced our
statistical goose chase, employing a complex and
mind-boggling mix of regression analysis, time-
series modeling, and more coding than a flock of
birds migrating south for the winter.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Our first step in this avian adventure was to analyze
the temporal patterns of Google searches for 'where
do birds go when it rains', crafting a statistical aviary
of information to unveil the ebb and flow of
Oklahomans' curiosity about their feathered
companions during inclement weather. We then
feathered our nest with a thorough investigation into
the patterns of Democratic votes for Senators in
Oklahoma, scrutinizing the historical trends and
electoral behavior across time.

After this meticulous data collection, we found
ourselves knee deep in statistical squawks and
screeches. Using sophisticated software and some
more computing power than all the brain cells of a
parliament of owls combined, we calculated the
correlation coefficient between the Democratic votes
for Senators in Oklahoma and the Google searches
for 'where do birds go when it rains'. Our findings
flocked towards a correlation coefficient of
0.8478510, with a p-value less than 0.05, suggesting
a statistically significant and robust relationship.

For the skeptics who might think our analysis is just
a bunch of hooey, we take pride in mentioning that
we carried out various sensitivity analyses,
controlled for confounding variables, and ensured
our statistical models were as robust as an eagle's
nest. We also went to great lengths to validate our
findings through various statistical tests and
reassurances, leaving no stone unturned in our quest
for scientific rigor.

And there you have it - our methodology was as
thorough as a titmouse building its nest, ensuring our
analysis sets a high benchmark for the intersection
of political science and ornithological curiosity. So
remember, when it comes to research methodology,
you've got to lay the right eggs in the right basket.

4. Results

Our feather-ruffling research has led to the
captivating discovery of a strong positive correlation
between the votes cast for Democratic Senators in
Oklahoma and the search intensity for "where do
birds go when it rains" on Google, with a Pearson
correlation coefficient of 0.8478510. This correlation
is not just a mere flight of fancy, as the associated r-

squared value of 0.7188513 underlines the
robustness of this relationship.

As the saying goes, "birds of a feather flock
together,” and it seems Oklahomans' political
allegiances and their avian curiosities tend to flock
in parallel. Our findings bring a new dimension to
the proverbial phrase, suggesting that not only do
like-minded individuals vote together, but they also
turn to the virtual skies in unison, searching for
answers about our feathered friends. This raises an
important question: do the birds of Oklahoma hold
the key to understanding political behavior, or are
Oklahomans simply fascinated with the mysterious
habits of their local avian inhabitants?

Fig. 1 illustrates the impressive correlation between
the aforementioned variables. The scatterplot is a
visual testament to the substantial relationship that
our statistical analysis uncovered. The plot is indeed
a feather in our cap, showcasing the significant
association between Democratic votes for Senators
in Oklahoma and the eagerness to seek avian refuge
during inclement weather.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Now, for a joke to lighten the mood: Why do
statisticians prefer birds? They always get given
"tweet"-ments!

In light of these findings, our research encourages
scholars to spread their wings and venture beyond
conventional variables in political analyses. It
exemplifies that by embracing unconventional
inquiries, such as the migratory patterns of birds
during rainfall, researchers can unveil unexpected
patterns that offer valuable insights into societal
behaviors.
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This study's outcome not only enriches the field of
political analysis but also reminds us that in the vast
expanse of data, sometimes the most peculiar
questions lead to the most captivating discoveries.
As John James Audubon once said, "A true
conservationist is a man who knows that the world is
not given by his fathers but borrowed from his
children." Our research implores us to approach the
enigmatic world of data with a similar sense of
wonder and curiosity, ready to explore the
unexpected correlations that may just be waiting to
take flight.

5. Discussion

Our findings have taken flight and braved the storm,
demonstrating a compelling association between
Democratic votes for Senators in Oklahoma and
Google searches for 'where do birds go when it
rains'. It appears that when it rains, it not only pours
but also prompts Oklahomans to ponder the
precipitation-related whereabouts of our feathered
friends. Our statistical analysis chirps volumes about
the remarkable interconnectedness between avian
curiosity and political inclinations. It seems like
those Googling about birds during rainfall are not
just featherbrained enthusiasts; they might just be
showing their political feathers too!

While at first glance, this unexpected correlation
might seem like a wild goose chase, our results align
with prior research that has unearthed perplexing but
pertinent connections between seemingly unrelated
variables. Just as a wise old owl might predict, our
study reaffirms the notion that unconventional
inquiries can lead to profound insights. Sometimes,
it takes a flight of fancy to uncover the unexpected
patterns that nestle in data's enigmatic branches.

Our analysis, with a correlation coefficient of
0.8478510 and a p-value less than 0.05, nests
seamlessly within the broader literature on the
influence of internet search trends on political
behavior. This finding perches on the same branch as
the works of Smith and Doe, further fortifying the
notion that virtual wanderings can offer meaningful
insights into civic engagement. It's clear that the
metaphorical aviary of internet searches extends to
the complex realm of political attitudes, and our

study serves as a wingman in this pursuit of
understanding.

Fig. 1, a visual testament to our discoveries, feathers
the cap of our analysis and underscores the
substantial association between Democratic votes for
Senators in Oklahoma and the inclination to seek
avian refuge during inclement weather. This visual
evidence is not just for the birds; it has us all aflutter
with excitement about the broader implications of
our findings.

Our feather-ruffling analysis leaves us with one final
quip: why don't statisticians trust data from birds?
Because it's always hawkward to correlate raven
tendencies with political leanings! Our research not
only encourages scholars to spread their wings and
venture beyond conventional variables in political
analyses but also highlights the need for a light-
hearted approach to data exploration. In the realm of
data analysis, sometimes the most unexpected
questions lead to the most captivating discoveries,
much like the unpredictable flight patterns of our
avian counterparts. So, fellow researchers, let's not
be afraid to spread our wings and embrace those
uncharted skies of statistical inquiry. After all,
sometimes the most unexpected variables are just
waiting to take flight from the confines of data's
nest.

6. Conclusion

As we wrap up our avian adventure in the realm of
political intrigue, it's clear that our findings have
hatched some truly egg-citing insights. The
compelling correlation between the votes for
Democratic Senators in Oklahoma and Google
searches for "where do birds go when it rains" has
certainly spread its wings in the world of political
research.

It seems that when it rains, it doesn't just pour in
Oklahoma; it also 'pours' forth a trove of avian-
related queries. It's as if Oklahomans are not just
voting for a senator; they're also casting their 'tern'
of attention towards our feathered friends. But
before we chirp victory, we must remember that
correlation does not always imply causation. After
all, just because a bird can fly, doesn't mean it's in
government!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



As we gently close the chapter on this unexpected
yet insightful correlation, our findings chirp the tune
of a new era in political analysis. Let's not
pigeonhole ourselves into conventional variables;
instead, let's embrace the unexpected, spread our
wings, and soar towards uncharted territories of
inquiry. Who knows, the next groundbreaking
discovery may just be a tweet away!

So, in the spirit of our feathered friends, it's time to
bid ado to this topic. After all, as they say, "the early
bird catches the worm," and in this case, our
research caught a fascinating correlation. I think it's
safe to say, no more research is needed in this area -
this bird has flown the coop!
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