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This research paper delves into the peculiar connection between political leanings and automotive
mishaps by exploring the correlation between votes for the Republican presidential candidate in
Texas and automotive recalls issued by BMW of North America. Utilizing data from the MIT Election
Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and US DOT, a correlation coefficient of 0.9261209 and p
< 0.01 was identified for the time period spanning from 1976 to 2020. This paper provides the
statistical evidence for the surprising relationship, affirming the notion that there may be more to
voting patterns and automotive industry woes than meets the eye. One might say that this study
steers us toward the intersection of political engagement and automotive reliability. We present the
findings not to fuel partisan debates, but to shift gears in examining the peculiar correlations that

exist in our society.

Political preferences and automotive
safety are two seemingly unrelated
domains, yet a curious correlation has
emerged, prompting an investigation into
the intriguing relationship between votes
for the Republican presidential candidate
in Texas and automotive recalls issued by
BMW of North America. It is as though
these two realms, one of ballots and the
other of  Dbolts, have inexplicably
intertwined. One might say that this
unexpected connection has provided an
opportunity for researchers to rev up
their analytical engines.

The idea that voting tendencies could be
linked to automotive recalls may initially
sound far-fetched, akin to a car running
on flat tires, but the statistical analysis
presented in this paper uncovers a
fascinating association that cannot be

dismissed lightly. The results of this study
promise to pave the way for a shift in how
we consider the complex interplay
between political dynamics and industrial
mishaps. Some may even find themselves
pondering whether political choices have
a subtle influence on the engineering and
manufacturing of vehicles, but we shall
not hastily jump to conclusions before
examining the evidence.

As we delve into this unexpected
correlation, we are reminded of the wise
words of Henry Ford: "Coming together is
a beginning; keeping together is
progress; working together is success." In
this case, it appears that political votes
and automotive recalls have indeed "come
together" in a surprising manner,
prompting an exploration of a relationship
that has long been overlooked. It is as if
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they have engaged in a peculiar dance,
much like a "political tango," where every
step taken by voters seemingly
corresponds with a misstep in the
automotive industry.

This study aims to provide a
comprehensive analysis of the statistical
evidence that substantiates the
connection between these seemingly
disparate phenomena. It will also serve as
a reminder that, much like a well-tuned
engine, the political and industrial
landscapes are intricately connected and
must be examined holistically. The
findings presented here are not intended
to ignite a fiery debate, but rather to
spark a deeper interest in the
intersections of politics and engineering,
and to steer the discourse toward a more
nuanced understanding of society's
interconnected complexities.

As we embark on this journey of
exploration and analysis, we are reminded
that sometimes, unexpected relationships
and correlations can drive our
understanding of the world in meaningful
ways. It is in the spirit of scholarly inquiry
and intellectual curiosity that we present
the findings of this research, and invite
the reader to join us as we navigate the
unique terrain where political preferences
and automotive safety converge.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Smith et al." the authors find a
substantive negative correlation between
votes for the Republican presidential
candidate in Texas and automotive recalls
issued by BMW of North America. This
surprising association challenges
conventional understanding and calls for
further investigation into the potential
underlying mechanisms.

As we ponder this unexpected
relationship, let's not "tire" ourselves out
with hasty conclusions. Instead, let's
"wheel" in some additional perspectives.

In "Doe's study," the authors draw
attention to the possible influence of

political ideology on consumer behavior,
which may extend to the automotive
industry. This raises thought-provoking
questions regarding the role of political
preferences in shaping the demand for
certain automotive brands and the
subsequent quality control measures
implemented by manufacturers.

It seems that, much like a well-timed
punchline, this peculiar correlation leaves
us wanting to dig deeper. It's almost as if
we're navigating uncharted territory, like
a car with a faulty GPS system. Speaking
of which, did you hear about the car that
got a flat tire? It was "treadful."

Turning to some non-fiction books related
to the topic, "Dr. Jane Smith's The Politics
of Cars" provides an insightful exploration
of the intersection between political
ideologies and consumer choices,
shedding light on how these dynamics
could permeate the automotive industry.

Moreover, "John Doe's Wheels of Change"
delves into the societal impact of
automotive manufacturing and how it
intertwines with political landscapes.
Both books offer valuable perspectives
that complement the statistical evidence
presented in this research.

Now, let's veer into the realm of fiction for
a moment. "The Recalled Candidate" by
Sarah Jones presents a satirical take on a
presidential candidate whose campaign is
plagued by automotive recalls, offering a
humorous yet oddly relevant perspective
on the subject matter.

"Red, White, and BMW" by Tom Smithson
takes readers on a suspenseful journey
through political intrigue and automotive
scandals, blending elements of conspiracy
and automotive drama into a compelling
narrative that seems oddly familiar in
light of our research findings.

Finally, let's not overlook the insightful
musings of social media. A tweet from
©@CarEnthusiast99 proclaims, "Seems like
political votes and automotive recalls
have aligned more than we thought!
Maybe the 'red' states have a thing for

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



'red' cars after all?" Such social media
posts capture the public's growing
awareness of the unexpected connections
between political leanings and automotive
phenomena.

METHODOLOGY

The data used in this study were obtained
from the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and US DOT,
covering the period from 1976 to 2020.
The data sources were selected based on
their comprehensive and reliable records
of votes for the Republican presidential
candidate in Texas and automotive recalls
issued by BMW of North America. Data on
automotive recalls were gathered by
identifying all relevant recalls issued by
BMW of North America and associating
them with the corresponding time
periods.

To begin with, we meticulously combed
through the MIT Election Data and
Science Lab database, deftly navigating
through the labyrinth of political data
much like a mechanic troubleshooting an
elusive car problem. We then cross-
referenced this information with the GPS-
like precision of the Harvard Dataverse to
ensure the accuracy and credibility of the
political voting patterns in Texas. This
approach allowed us to map out the
subtle nuances and shifts in political
preferences over the years, akin to
adjusting the steering wheel on a winding
road.

Next, we steered our focus toward the US
DOT data to sieve through the
comprehensive records of BMW of North
America's recalls. This was akin to
scrutinizing the history of automotive
hiccups with the acumen of a seasoned
mechanic, looking for patterns and
anomalies in the recall landscape. Our
intention was to navigate through the vast
sea of automotive recalls with the
precision of a well-tuned GPS, guiding us
toward the specific recalls linked to BMW
of North America within the given
timeframe.

Furthermore, in order to establish a
robust connection between the GOP votes
and BMW recalls, we utilized statistical
analyses, employing correlation
coefficients and p-values to identify the
strength and significance of the
relationship between the two variables.
The correlation coefficient, akin to the
alignment of wheels on a vehicle, allowed
us to quantify the magnitude and
direction of the relationship, while the p-
value, much like a fuel efficiency rating,
indicated the statistical significance of the
observed correlation.

Interpreting the statistical findings
involved careful examination of the data,
much like diagnosing an intricate
mechanical issue. At times, it meant
sifting through the numbers to identify
any anomalous readings, akin to
troubleshooting a perplexing automotive
malfunction. Additionally, robust
sensitivity analyses were performed to
ensure the reliability and consistency of
the statistical relationship, avoiding
potential potholes in the interpretation
process.

Amidst the analytical undertakings, we
maintained a keen awareness of the
limitations and potential biases inherent
in the data sources and statistical
methods, much like a driver navigating
through challenging road conditions. This
approach enabled us to steer clear of the
pitfalls and detours that could lead to
erroneous conclusions, fostering a level of
confidence in the results akin to a smooth
ride on the open road.

It is important to note that any potential
jokes made in this paper are not
indicative of a lack of seriousness in our
research. In fact, we Dbelieve the
occasional pun adds a spark of levity to
the sometimes dry nature of academic
literature. Just as a well-timed joke can
lighten the mood in a tense situation, we
hope that the occasional humorous
interjection may offer a welcome reprieve
to readers navigating through the
intricacies of our rigorous methodology
and findings. After all, as automotive and
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political enthusiasts alike would agree,
sometimes a bit of lightheartedness can
oil the gears of scholarly discourse.

RESULTS

The statistical analysis revealed a notably
strong positive correlation of 0.9261209
between votes for the Republican
presidential candidate in Texas and
automotive recalls issued by BMW of
North America over the time period of
1976 to 2020, with an r-squared value of
0.8576998 and a p-value of less than 0.01.
This indicates that there is a high degree
of association between these two
variables. One might say that the political
and automotive spheres have cruised
along the same road for quite some time,
perhaps even carpooling in the realm of
statistical significance.

Fig. 1 displays the scatterplot, providing a
visual representation of the robust
correlation identified. The graph
showcases a seemingly synchronized
pattern between the number of votes for
the Republican candidate and the
frequency of automotive recalls, akin to a
well-coordinated dance between
elephants and Hummers - not something
you'd expect, but certainly hard to ignore
once you see it.

The compelling results of this research
suggest that there may be more at play
than mere coincidence in the relationship
between political voting patterns in Texas
and automotive recalls issued by BMW of
North America. It beckons scholars and
industry experts alike to ponder the
underlying mechanisms that could give
rise to such a striking statistical
relationship, much like an wunexpected
detour on the road to understanding
societal phenomena.

Years 1976-2020, r=0.926, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The statistical evidence presented here
serves as a substantive contribution to the
broader understanding of the unexpected
connections that can exist between
seemingly disparate domains. This study,
while lighthearted at times, steers us
toward a richer appreciation of the
intricate interplay between political
inclinations and automotive industry
occurrences, challenging  traditional
assumptions and inviting further scholarly
investigation. After all, in the world of
research, as in driving, one should always
keep an open mind for unexpected turns.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study shed light on
the remarkable association between votes
for the Republican presidential candidate
in Texas and automotive recalls issued by
BMW of North America. The notable
positive correlation coefficient of
0.9261209 lends statistical weight to the
peculiar relationship, affirming the prior
research that hinted at a surprising
connection between political leanings and
automotive mishaps. It seems that these
variables, much like a well-timed dad
joke, have elicited an unexpected
collective chuckle from statisticians and
automotive enthusiasts alike.

The discerned correlation serves as a
testament to the intricate web of
interactions that wunderpin seemingly
unrelated societal phenomena, not unlike
a multilane highway where unexpected

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



mergers occur. The statistical evidence
herein aligns with and reinforces the
earlier study by Smith et al.,, providing
further support for the substantial
influence of political voting patterns on
the occurrence of automotive recalls. It's
as if the political landscape, much like a
vehicular navigation system, has steered
the automotive industry down unexplored
avenues - to the surprise of many, but not
without leaving a trace of statistical
breadcrumbs.

These results beckon us to contemplate
the underlying mechanisms at play, just as
one might ponder the mysterious
workings of an engine that won't start on
a cold morning. The statistical association
observed hints at a coalescence between
consumer behavior shaped by political
ideologies and the quality control
processes within the automotive industry,
akin to a smoothly coordinated dance
between policymakers and carmakers - a
performance that, despite its statistical
elegance, may baffle and entertain in
equal measure, much like a balancing act
on a unicycle.

The present research stands as a
reminder of the often serendipitous
nature of interdisciplinary inquiry,
revealing unexpected correlations that
extend beyond the confines of traditional
academic discourse. It is in the spirit of
scholarly humor and analytical rigor that
we present these findings, not to drive a
wedge between partisan beliefs, but to
rev our intellectual engines in pursuit of a
more comprehensive understanding of the
intricate connections that govern our
societal landscape. After all, as in life and
research, the most unexpected
relationships can lead to the most
enlightening revelations.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the results of this study
provide compelling evidence for the
surprising association between votes for
the Republican presidential candidate in
Texas and automotive recalls issued by

BMW of North America. The robust
correlation coefficient of 0.9261209 and a
p-value of less than 0.01 highlight the
substantial link between these seemingly
unrelated domains, akin to discovering a
hybrid wvehicle that runs on political
debates.

These findings demonstrate that the
interplay between political preferences
and automotive safety is not merely a
fluke, but rather a statistically significant
phenomenon that warrants further
investigation. It's as if political leanings
have inexplicably turned into road signs
for potential automotive hiccups, leading
one to wonder if vehicles come equipped
with a "political preference detector."

The visual representation of the
correlation, akin to a synchronized dance
between elephants and Hummers,
emphasizes the unexpected nature of this
relationship. It's almost as perplexing as a
car with square wheels - a real "political
wheelie," if you will. This statistical
connection challenges traditional
assumptions and reinforces the need to
consider the intricate web of societal
factors that contribute to industrial
occurrences, much like a complex car
engine that requires thorough
examination.

Thus, it is evident that investigating the
links between voting patterns and
automotive industry developments has the
potential to drive our understanding of
societal complexities in unanticipated
ways. As Confucius once said, "Life is
really simple, but we insist on making it
complicated" - and it seems that includes
the entwined worlds of politics and
automotive engineering.

In light of these findings, it can be
confidently stated that further research in
this area is unnecessary. The evidence
presented is as convincing as a
freewheeling sedan on a straight road,
and additional studies would simply be
spinning the wheels without moving the
vehicle forward. The unexpected
connection between political votes and
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automotive recalls has been thoroughly
examined, leaving no horsepower for
doubt about the substantial correlation
uncovered.

In summary, the literature reviewed
reveals a growing interest in the
intersection of political dynamics and
automotive industry trends,
demonstrating the need for a
multidisciplinary approach to
understanding the complex interplay
between the two domains. It is in this
spirit of academic inquiry and good-
natured humor that the present study
seeks to contribute to the evolving
discourse on this unconventional yet
intriguing relationship.
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