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Abstract

This paper explores the curious link between political
preferences in the smallest state of the United States and
the utilization of kerosene, a widely-used fuel in Ethiopia.
Drawing on data from the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information
Administration, our research team delves into the
quantitative relationship between the percentage of votes
for the Democratic presidential candidate in Rhode Island
and the consumption of kerosene in households across
Ethiopia from 1980 to 2020. Our analysis reveals a
surprisingly strong correlation coefficient of 0.8699899
with a significance level of p < 0.01, prompting a
thorough investigation into the underlying factors that
may contribute to this association. While the alignment of
these seemingly disparate variables may initially appear
whimsical, our findings uncover potential avenues for
further interdisciplinary inquiry at the intersection of
political behavior and energy usage. Additional studies
are warranted to illuminate the mechanisms driving this
unexpected connection and its implications for global
socio-political dynamics.

1. Introduction
INTRODUCTION

In the realm of statistical analysis, one often
encounters intriguing correlations that surprise even
the most seasoned researchers. Our current study
delves into an unusual pairing: the relationship
between votes for the Democrat presidential
candidate in Rhode Island and kerosene
consumption in Ethiopia. While the initial
juxtaposition of these variables may appear as
disparate as an electron and a proton, our
investigation has brought to light a connection that is
as striking as a sudden surge of voltage.

We embarked on this statistical journey armed
with data from the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information
Administration, ready to uncover insights that might
shed light on this curious link. Our approach was as
meticulous as a scientist analyzing the molecular
structure of a complex compound, and our scrutiny
of the data was as thorough as a seasoned detective
interrogating a suspect.

The correlations we uncovered are as surprising
as finding a labrador retriever in a physics lab: a
correlation coefficient of 0.8699899 with a
significance level of p < 0.01. It's safe to say that this
finding has sparked more curiosity than a cat
encountering a metronome for the first time. And
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like a good mystery novel, this discovery has left us
eager to delve deeper into the underlying factors that
may account for this seemingly improbable
association.

Despite the initial absurdity of it all, our study
points to the potential for a convergence of
disciplines that is as unexpected as a chemist
crafting an avant-garde culinary creation. Indeed, the
intersection of political behavior and energy usage
has given rise to questions that are as complex as
quantum physics and as weighty as an anvil in Wile
E. Coyote's hands.

As we delve into the depths of this quirky
correlation, we are reminded of a whimsical quote
often attributed to Albert Einstein: "The only source
of knowledge is experience." And our experience
with this peculiar connection has filled us with a
sense of wonder, akin to that of a child encountering
a magnifying glass for the first time. We hope that
our findings will ignite a curiosity in others that is as
relentless as the gravitational pull of a black hole.

In the following sections, we will unravel the
threads of this statistical enigma and ponder the
implications of this unexpected relationship. Just as
the observant astronomer gazes at the night sky,
searching for patterns and anomalies, we invite our
readers to join us in exploring this uncharted
territory of statistical serendipity. After all, as the
saying goes, "In statistics, as in life, expect the
unexpected."

2. Literature Review

The connection between votes for the Democrat
presidential candidate in Rhode Island and kerosene
consumption in Ethiopia has baffled and bemused
researchers for decades. Despite the seeming
absurdity of this unlikely association, our study aims
to provide a comprehensive overview of the
literature surrounding this enigmatic correlation.

Smith et al. (2010) conducted a seminal study on
political voting patterns in Rhode Island, examining
the demographic, socioeconomic, and historical
factors influencing electoral preferences. The
authors' rigorous analysis, akin to a Sherlock
Holmes investigation, revealed intriguing insights

into the shifting dynamics of political allegiances
within the state.

In a separate endeavor, Doe and Jones (2015)
investigated energy usage trends in developing
countries, with a particular focus on kerosene
consumption in Ethiopian households. Their
meticulous examination unearthed the complex
interplay of cultural, economic, and infrastructural
factors shaping the reliance on kerosene as a primary
source of lighting and cooking fuel.

Building on these foundational studies, our research
team sought to explore the unexpected nexus of
these divergent datasets. As we traversed the
academic landscape, we encountered an eclectic
array of literary works that shed light on tangentially
related themes.

From "Energy Policy in the Developing World" by
Chang (2005) to "Politics in Small States" by
Westergaard (2012), the literature on energy
dynamics and political dynamics proved to be as
expansive as the night sky and as illuminating as a
lighthouse on a stormy night.

In a departure from the conventional, we drew
inspiration from fiction texts that, although not
directly related to our research topic, provided
intriguing perspectives on the curious nature of
unexpected connections. Titles such as "The
Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry" by Rachel Joyce
and "Election" by Tom Perrotta offered captivating
narratives that mirrored the improbable linkage we
seek to unravel.

Furthermore, our team embraced the visual medium,
immersing ourselves in relevant television shows
such as "The X-Files," which epitomizes the pursuit
of inexplicable phenomena, and "Stranger Things," a
delightfully mysterious series that embodies the
spirit of unearthing hidden connections.

With each literary and visual encounter, we found
ourselves captivated by the uncanny parallels and
unexpected concatenations, much like stumbling
upon a treasure map in a spaceship manual. As we
waded through this eclectic amalgamation of
sources, one thing became abundantly clear: the
interplay between political choices in one corner of
the world and energy consumption in another is as
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intriguing as a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an
enigma.

3. Methodology
Data Collection:

To investigate the perplexing connection between
the percentage of votes for the Democratic
presidential candidate in Rhode Island and the
consumption of kerosene in Ethiopia, our research
team embarked on a virtual journey akin to
traversing a labyrinth of data. We scoured the
archives of the MIT Election Data and Science Lab,
Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information
Administration, navigating the digital landscape as
deftly as a cat seeking a sunbeam on a lazy
afternoon. Our intrepid quest led us to a trove of data
spanning the years from 1980 to 2020, providing a
panoramic view of these diametrically distant
variables.

Statistical Analysis:

As we grappled with the data, we turned to
statistical methods that were as robust as a sturdy
oak tree in a storm, aiming to uncover patterns that
might be as elusive as a chameleon in a
kaleidoscope. Employing the venerable Pearson
correlation coefficient, we sought to quantify the
strength and direction of the relationship between
votes for the Democrat presidential candidate in
Rhode Island and kerosene consumption in Ethiopia.
Our statistical tools were honed with precision,
much like a chef preparing a delicate soufflé, as we
meticulously calculated the correlation coefficient
and the associated p-value, ensuring that our
findings would stand up to scrutiny like a stoic oak
in the face of a tempest.

Validity Checks:

To fortify the credibility of our findings, we
implemented rigorous checks that were as thorough
as a security screening at an international airport. We
scrutinized the data for outliers, anomalies, and
potential confounding variables, guarding against
misleading conclusions like a vigilant watchdog
protecting its territory. Our commitment to data
integrity and methodological rigor was unwavering,

much like a scientist dedicated to upholding the laws
of thermodynamics.

Ethical Considerations:

As custodians of data, we are bound by the
principles of research ethics as firmly as a ship
tethered to its moorings, ensuring the confidentiality
and privacy of individuals represented in our
datasets. Our ethical compass guided our conduct,
emphasizing the paramount importance of
safeguarding the rights and welfare of those whose
information formed the bedrock of our investigation.

Limitations:

It is paramount to acknowledge the limitations
inherent in our methodology, much like a ship
captain acknowledging the constraints of navigating
through uncharted waters. Our reliance on publicly
available data sources may introduce biases and
constraints, and the observational nature of our study
precludes causal inferences. Moreover, the
multifaceted nature of political dynamics and energy
usage posits a complex landscape that may elude
complete capture in our statistical model, much like
trying to corral a wilful herd of cats into a neatly
arranged formation.

In the grand tapestry of statistical inquiry, our
methodology constitutes a thread in the rich fabric of
scientific exploration, contributing to the perennial
endeavor of unraveling the intricate patterns of the
world around us.

4. Results

Upon analyzing the data collected from the MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse,
and the Energy Information Administration, a
striking correlation was observed between the
percentage of votes for the Democratic presidential
candidate in Rhode Island and the consumption of
kerosene in households across Ethiopia. The
correlation coefficient of 0.8699899 revealed a
remarkably strong relationship between these
seemingly unrelated variables, akin to the
unexpected fusion of two chemical elements
resulting in a surprising compound.
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The correlation was found to be positively
significant with an r-squared value of 0.7568825 and
a p-value less than 0.01, indicating a high level of
confidence in the association. This statistical
revelation is as astonishing as a conductor
harnessing the power of lightning to illuminate a
concert hall.

For a visual representation of the correlation, please
refer to Figure 1, which illustrates the robust and
unmistakable relationship between votes for the
Democrat presidential candidate in Rhode Island and
kerosene consumption in Ethiopia. The scatterplot in
Figure 1 vividly captures the coherence between the
two variables in a manner as clear as a freshly
polished microscope slide.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These findings challenge conventional wisdom and
stimulate the imagination, much like a sudden
insight during a game of Scrabble that unearths an
unforeseen connection between the letters on the
board. The implications of this unexpected
correlation warrant further investigation and spark
curiosity akin to a physicist pondering the mysteries
of the universe.

Our results invite researchers to delve into the why
and the how behind this curious link, compelling
them to examine this statistical convergence with the
same fervor as an archaeologist uncovering a hidden
tomb. The fusion of political behavior and energy
usage in this unanticipated association presents a
puzzle as intricate as a Rubik's Cube and as thought-
provoking as a paradox in quantum mechanics.

In conclusion, our analysis has uncovered a
captivating correlation between votes for the

Democratic presidential candidate in Rhode Island
and kerosene consumption in Ethiopia, igniting
intrigue and stimulating further exploration into the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena.

This concludes the results section.

5. Discussion

The findings of our analysis raise more questions
than they answer, much like a magician pulling a
rabbit out of a hat only to reveal another hat with yet
another rabbit. The remarkable correlation between
votes for the Democratic presidential candidate in
Rhode Island and kerosene consumption in
Ethiopian households suggests a connection as
enigmatic as the elusive Higgs boson or the
perplexing puzzles of quantum entanglement.

Our study aimed to shed light on this obscure
association, much like a searchlight piercing through
the darkness of an unexplored cave. The remarkably
strong correlation coefficient, akin to a sturdy bridge
connecting two distant lands, echoes and reaffirms
the prior research by Smith et al. (2010) and Doe
and Jones (2015), and other investigators who
ventured into the mysteries of political voting
patterns and energy usage trends. These seemingly
whimsical intersections are akin to uncovering a
treasure trove amidst a field of theoretical rubble,
emphasizing the intricate interconnectedness of
diverse phenomena in our complex world.

The statistically significant relationship we
observed, as surprising as finding Bigfoot in a soda
factory, merits further scrutiny and exploration from
a multidisciplinary perspective. The potential
influences and  mechanisms  driving this
unanticipated linkage are as intriguing as the plot
twists in a mystery novel, beckoning researchers to
unravel the layers of causality and implication laced
within this statistical anomaly.

Our investigation paves the way for future inquiry,
akin to a playful game of leapfrog, where each
finding acts as a stepping stone to propel the field
forward. The unanticipated convergence of political
preferences and energy consumption hints at an
interwoven tapestry of global dynamics, enveloping
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the socio-political realm in the same mysterious
allure as a black hole in outer space.

As we continue to peel back the layers of this
metaphorical onion, we urge fellow scholars to
approach this improbable connection with the same
blend of rigorous inquiry and good-natured
wonderment that fuels scientific discovery and
advances human understanding. After all, as the
great physicist Richard Feynman once said, "Nature
is peculiar, very peculiar indeed."

Our discussion lays the groundwork for further
interdisciplinary exploration, and we eagerly
anticipate the contributions of future researchers
who embark on this captivating academic escapade.
Just as Michelangelo once chiseled away at marble
to unveil the timeless beauty within, so too must we
chip away at the veneer of the unusual to uncover
the underlying truths within this unlikely correlation.

6. Conclusion
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our exploration of the unexpected
correlation between votes for the Democrat
presidential candidate in Rhode Island and kerosene
consumption in FEthiopia has shed light on an
intriguing statistical enigma. The robust relationship
we uncovered is as surprising as a chemist
discovering a new element in the periodic table.

As the data revealed a remarkably strong
correlation coefficient of 0.8699899 with a
significance level of p < 0.01, we were left
pondering the connection between these seemingly
disparate variables, much like a detective piecing
together clues in a gripping mystery novel.

The implications of this peculiar association are as
thought-provoking as a philosophical paradox,
urging further investigation into the underlying
mechanisms driving this unlikely convergence. The
interplay between political preferences in Rhode
Island and energy usage in Ethiopian households
presents a conundrum as intricate as a game of
chess, sparking curiosity and prompting

interdisciplinary inquiry at the crossroads of politics
and energy consumption.

Although the reasons behind this correlation may
seem as elusive as a rare subatomic particle, we can
confidently assert that no further research is needed
to explore this hilariously unexpected connection. As
the saying goes, "Some things are better left
unexplained.”

In the subsequent sections, we will navigate the
empirical findings, theoretical frameworks, and
methodological considerations that underpin our
investigation, all the while embracing the delightful
quirkiness of this scholarly pursuit. As we venture
forth, buoyed by a sense of curiosity that rivals that
of a feline encountering a fresh ball of yarn, we
invite our readers to join us on this whimsical
academic escapade. After all, in the delightful words
of Roald Dahl, "A little nonsense now and then, is
relished by the wisest men."
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