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Abstract

This study provides a whimsical examination of the connection between the popularity of the first name 
Pearl and the alignment of voters with the Libertarian Presidential candidate in the state of Texas. 
Harnessing data from the US Social Security Administration and MIT Election Data and Science Lab, 
Harvard Dataverse, our research team embarks on a journey to unearth the correlation between these 
seemingly disparate entities. Our findings reveal a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9223933 and a p-
value of less than 0.01, encompassing the years from 1980 to 2020. Through this research, we seek to 
add a touch of levity to the discourse on political affiliations and emphasize the unbounded potential for 
unexpected correlations in the realm of social sciences.
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1. Introduction

Picture this: a Texan named Pearl walks into
a polling station, proudly sporting a cowboy
hat and a belt buckle that reads "Y'all ready
to vote?" But what's even more fascinating
than  Pearl's  southern  charm  is  the
surprising  connection  between  her  name

and  her  political  leanings.  It's  like
uncovering a treasure trove of data as we
delve  into  the  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name Pearl  and the
votes  cast  for  the  Libertarian  Presidential
candidate in the Lone Star State. 
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In the world of research, we often seek to
explore  the  uncharted  waters  of  statistical
analysis,  navigating  through  datasets  with
the precision of a scalpel-wielding surgeon.
But who knew that in the labyrinth of social
science,  we  might  stumble  upon  an
unexpected  gem  like  the  correlation
between a name and political preferences?
It's like finding a pearl in an oyster - a rare
and  delightful  discovery  that  leaves  us  in
awe of the complexities of human behavior.

As we embark on this whimsical journey, we
are  reminded  of  the  quirky  nature  of
scientific inquiry.  From the laws of physics
to the mysteries of human psychology, the
world of research is a veritable playground
of  surprises.  And  what  could  be  more
surprising than the idea that the name Pearl
could hold sway over political inclinations in
Texas? It's  like a statistical  anomaly that's
as precious as a rare pearl, tucked away in
the depths of a convoluted dataset.

With  the  aid  of  data  from  the  US  Social
Security  Administration,  MIT Election  Data
and Science Lab,  Harvard Dataverse,  and
taking  a  cue  from  Sherlock  Holmes,  our
research  team  set  out  to  unravel  this
enigma.  We  crunched  the  numbers,
scrutinized  the  trends,  and  braved  the
tumultuous seas of statistical analysis, all in
pursuit  of  the  truth  behind  the  Pearl-
Libertarian connection.  And lo and behold,
the  findings  yielded  a  striking  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9223933  and  a  p-value  of
less than 0.01, spanning across the years
from 1980 to 2020.

So, as we present our findings, let us also
bask  in  the  amusement  that  comes  with
unearthing such an unexpected correlation.
With  a  nod  to  the  eccentricities  of  social
science,  let's  celebrate  the whimsy of  our
discoveries and the boundless potential for
surprise  that  lies  within  the  confines  of
research. After all, in the world of statistical
correlations,  sometimes  the  most  unlikely
pairings  can  turn  out  to  be  the  most
intriguing.

2. Literature Review

In "Smith, et al.," the authors find a striking
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
first  name  Pearl  and  the  political
preferences  of  Texans,  particularly  their
inclination  towards  the  Libertarian
Presidential  candidate.  The  study  delves
into the historical significance of names and
their  potential  influence  on  individual
behavior,  introducing  the  idea  of
"onomastics"  as  a  key  factor  in
understanding  human  decision-making
processes. Likewise, "Doe, et al." examine
the cultural  resonance of  names and their
impact  on  societal  trends,  providing  a
thought-provoking analysis of how a name
like  Pearl  could  embody  a  spirit  of
independence  and  non-conformity  that
resonates with Libertarian ideology.

Moving  into  the  realm  of  non-fiction
literature,  "The Power of  Names"  by  John
Smithson presents  an in-depth  exploration
of how names can shape our identities and
influence our choices, shedding light on the
nuanced  interplay  between  nomenclature
and  socio-political  attitudes.  Additionally,
"Nom  de  Plume:  A  (Secret)  History  of
Pseudonyms" by Carmela Smith delves into
the  complexities  of  names  and  their
symbolic connotations, offering a compelling
perspective  on  the  potential  impact  of  a
name like  Pearl  in  the  context  of  political
affiliation.

Transitioning  to  the  world  of  fiction,  "The
Pearl"  by  John  Steinbeck  stands  as  a
classic tale of human greed and the pursuit
of  wealth,  albeit  not  directly  related to the
topic at hand, but serving as a reminder that
pearls are not only objects of beauty but can
also represent  unexpected fortune -  much
like the correlation uncovered in our study.
On a lighter note, the children's book "Pearl
the Party Girl" by Amanda Doe serves as a
delightful  departure  into  the  realm  of
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imagination,  reminding  us  of  the  joyous
association that names can carry.

As we traverse farther into the absurd, our
research  team  found  itself  exploring
unorthodox sources of inspiration, including
the  backs  of  shampoo  bottles  where  we
discovered surprising  correlations  between
the  lather  thickness  and  the  likelihood  of
voting for a third-party candidate. While this
may not pass traditional academic muster, it
underscored  the  unpredictable  and
oftentimes  whimsical  nature  of  our
investigative process. After all, in the world
of  research,  sometimes  the  most
unexpected  sources  yield  the  most
entertaining insights.

With  a  nod  to  the  quirks  of  scholarly
exploration,  let  us  consider  the  possibility
that even the most serious of topics can be
approached  with  a  touch  of  levity.  In  our
pursuit of knowledge, well-timed humor can
sparkle  like  a  rare  pearl,  enriching  the
discourse and reminding us that amidst the
sea of data, there's always room for a bit of
whimsy.

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  captivating  connection
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Pearl  and  the  votes  for  the  Libertarian
Presidential  candidate  in  Texas,  our
research  team  embarked  on  a  scientific
odyssey  that  was  as  intriguing  as  it  was
whimsical.  We  utilized  a  mixed-methods
approach,  blending the art  of  data  mining
with the precision of statistical analysis, as
we  sought  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
correlation between a name and a political
predisposition.

Data  Collection:  Like  intrepid  treasure
hunters scouring the digital seas for hidden
riches,  our  team  scoured  the  US  Social
Security  Administration  archives  and  the
MIT  Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,
Harvard  Dataverse  to  obtain  a

comprehensive dataset spanning the years
from  1980  to  2020.  We  cast  a  wide  net
across the internet, reeling in datasets with
the  agility  of  seasoned  anglers,  and
selected only the finest pearls of information
to include in our analysis.

Pearl  Popularity:  The  first  variable  in  our
analysis was the popularity of the first name
Pearl, which we tracked across the decades
with  the  meticulousness  of  a  jeweler
examining  a  flawless  gemstone.  We
assessed  the  frequency  of  this  beguiling
name, observing its ebbs and flows in the
tides of nomenclature, and marveled at the
enduring  allure  it  held  for  proud  parents
across the Lone Star State.

Libertarian Lean:  On the other  end of  our
analysis,  we  delved  into  the  political
allegiance of  voters,  with a  focus on their
affinity  for  the  Libertarian  Presidential
candidate  in  Texas.  Like  political  artisans,
we  unraveled  the  intricate  tapestry  of
electoral data, examining the ebb and flow
of  libertarian  sentiment  with  the
attentiveness of a watchmaker tinkering with
the gears of democracy.

Statistical  Sorcery:  With  our  dataset  in
hand,  we embarked on a  journey through
the  labyrinth  of  statistical  analysis,  armed
with  the  magic  wands  of  correlation
coefficients  and  p-values.  We  summoned
the spirits of regression analysis and t-tests,
and cast  spells  of  significance testing and
confidence intervals, all in an effort to unveil
the  mystical  relationship  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Pearl  and  the
political pull towards Libertarianism.

In the midst of our analytical escapades, we
remained  ever  vigilant  for  potential
confounding  variables  that  could  have
obscured  the  true  nature  of  the  Pearl-
Libertarian connection. Like detectives in a
noir mystery, we peered through the haze of
data, searching for any lurking shadows that
could cast doubt on our findings.
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In the end, our methodology was a blend of
scientific rigor and fanciful whimsy, a careful
dance between the realms of statistics and
the wonders  of  human behavior.  It  was  a
journey  filled  with  surprise  and
enchantment,  for  in the world of research,
even the most unexpected correlations can
yield the most delightful discoveries.

4. Results

The results of our endeavor to uncover the
mysterious  connection  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name Pearl  and the
proclivity toward the Libertarian Presidential
candidate  in  the  state  of  Texas  are  as
illuminating as a lone star in the Texas sky.
Our statistical analysis uncovered a robust
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9223933,
indicating  a  strong  relationship  between
these  seemingly  unrelated  variables.  This
correlation  coefficient  is  akin  to  finding  a
pearl in an unexpected place – a delightful
surprise that adds a touch of whimsy to the
realm of social science research.

When squaring up the data, we found an r-
squared value of  0.8508094,  underscoring
the substantial influence of the popularity of
the name Pearl on votes for the Libertarian
candidate. It's as if the name Pearl casts a
shimmering glow on the political landscape,
guiding  voters  toward  a  libertarian  stance
with its iridescent allure.

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01
serves as a resounding confirmation of the
significance of our findings. This p-value is
so small, it makes a Texas-sized belt buckle
look minuscule. With such a tiny p-value, we
can  confidently  assert  that  the  correlation
we uncovered  is  not  just  a  mirage  in  the
desert  of  statistical  noise;  it's  a  bona  fide
oasis of unexpected insight.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  Fig.  1,  a  scatterplot  graphically  depicts
the  strong  correlation  between  the
popularity of the name Pearl and votes for
the  Libertarian  candidate  in  Texas.  This
figure visually encapsulates the compelling
relationship that our statistical analysis has
unveiled,  as if  the data points  themselves
are  aligning  in  support  of  this  captivating
correlation.

In summary, our research has shed light on
the enthralling link between the first  name
Pearl and political preferences in the Lone
Star  State,  showcasing  the  quirky  and
captivating  nature  of  unexpected
correlations  within  the  realm  of  social
sciences. It's as if  we've stumbled upon a
hidden treasure trove of research findings,
reaffirming the inherent charm and surprise
that come with scientific inquiry.

5. Discussion

Our exploration of the connection between
the popularity  of  the  first  name Pearl  and
the  affinity  for  the  Libertarian  Presidential
candidate  in  Texas  unfurled  like  a
captivating saga of mariners seeking elusive
political  treasures.  Akin  to  the  mythical
allure of the pearl itself, our findings left us
navigating uncharted waters in the realm of
social science research.

First,  let's  dive  into  the  literature  review
where we encountered the colorful array of
previous studies. "Smith, et al." and "Doe, et
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al."  enticed  us  with  their  serious
considerations  of  names'  influence  on
political  leanings.  Not  to  be  outdone,  we
delved  into  the  wondrous  adventures  of
"Pearl  the  Party  Girl"  by  Amanda  Doe,
reminding us of the magical association that
names  can  carry.  However,  one  might
ponder if we sailed into the whimsical realm
of shampoo bottle analyses, delving into the
frothy  world  of  lather  thickness  and  third-
party  voting  tendencies.  Despite  the
lightheartedness,  our  results  ultimately
upheld  the  findings  of  our  scholarly
predecessors,  proving  that  even  the  most
fanciful pursuits can yield genuine insights.

Our  statistical  analysis  unearthed  a
correlation coefficient  worthy of  a standing
ovation, suggesting that the popularity of the
name  Pearl  and  the  penchant  for  the
Libertarian  candidate  in  Texas  are  as
harmonious as a well-composed symphony.
The  robust  r-squared  value  supports  the
notion  that  the  name  Pearl  exerts  a
shimmering  influence  on  political
preferences, not unlike the gravitational pull
of a celestial body.

Moreover,  the  p-value's  diminutive  stature
emphasizes the undeniable significance of
our  findings,  dwarfing  conventional
measures  of  statistical  significance  like  a
Texas-sized  belt  buckle.  Our  discoveries
thus stand as a resplendent example of the
unexpected  delights  that  await  within  the
spheres of social science research.

In  essence,  our  study  has  not  only
illuminated  a  beguiling  correlation;  it  has
evoked  the  sense  of  wonder  and  whimsy
that  accompanies  scientific  inquiry.  Much
like the unexpected pleasure of discovering
a hidden pearl nestled within an oyster, our
findings  underscore  the  joyous
unpredictability that resides at the heart of
scholarly exploration.

As we conclude this section, we invite our
esteemed colleagues to embrace the art of
scholarly  inquiry  with  a  lighthearted  spirit

and  the  acknowledgment  that  amidst  the
rigors of research, there is always room for
a sparkle of eccentricity. After all, a touch of
whimsy can make even the most serious of
inquiries  shine  like  a  luminescent  pearl  in
the grand tapestry of knowledge acquisition.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has surfaced a
treasure  chest  of  insights  into  the
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the
first  name  Pearl  and  votes  for  the
Libertarian  Presidential  candidate  in  the
state  of  Texas,  providing  a  shell-shocking
revelation  in  the  realm  of  social  science.
The correlation coefficient of 0.9223933 has
truly  made  a  splash,  signaling  a  deep-
seated connection that's as impactful  as a
tidal wave of statistical significance.

Our findings have uncovered a hidden gem
in the labyrinth of social science research,
hinting at the potential influence of a name
on political leanings. It's like stumbling upon
a  lustrous  pearl  in  an  ocean  of  data  –  a
discovery as rare and captivating as finding
a unicorn in a petri dish.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.8508094  further
underscores  the  formidable  impact  of  the
name  Pearl  on  votes  for  the  Libertarian
candidate,  as  if  the  very  essence  of  this
name exerts a gravitational pull on political
preferences  that's  as  strong  as  the  Lone
Star State's independent spirit.

And let's not forget the p-value of less than
0.01  –  a  tiny,  twinkling  star  in  the  vast
expanse of statistical analysis, affirming the
resounding significance of our findings. This
p-value is so small, it could fit in the pocket
of  the  Texas-sized  belt  buckle  of  a  Pearl
enthusiast.

As  we  reflect  on  these  results,  we  are
reminded  of  the  delightful  whimsy  that
accompanies  the  unpredictability  of
scientific  inquiry.  It's  as  if  the  statistical
analysis itself has donned a cowboy hat and
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embarked on a yee-haw-worthy expedition
through  the  wild  terrain  of  unexpected
correlations.

In  the spirit  of  reveling  in  the  unexpected
marvels  of  research,  we  assert  that  no
further  exploration  is  needed  in  this
particular  avenue  of  investigation.
Sometimes,  in  the  colorful  tapestry  of
statistical  analysis,  a unique discovery like
the  Pearl-Libertarian  connection  is  a
precious gem that needs no further polish.

So,  let's  raise  a  toast  to  the  captivating
treasure trove of insights that emanate from
our  research,  embracing  the  curiosity  and
humor  that  infuse  the  world  of  social
science.  After  all,  in  the  words  of  Mark
Twain, "The report of my research's demise
has been greatly exaggerated."
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