
The Journal of Political Energy Dynamics Copyleft 2024 by The Institute for Transnational Energy and Political Studies
2024, Vol. 136, No. 6, 813-836 S4255-1232(5302)7311-2 DOI: 10.6204/564086756965

The Texas-Democrat Vote Tally and Nicaraguan Hydropower: A Tenuous
Tandem

Cameron Hamilton, Austin Taylor, Gina P Tyler

Advanced Engineering Institute

This study scrutinizes the intriguing link between the votes garnered by the Democrat Presidential candidate in the state of Texas and the hydroelectric power
generated in Nicaragua from 1980 to 2020. Leveraging data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information
Administration, we uncovered a correlation coefficient of 0.8926604 and p < 0.01, indicating a statistically significant relationship between these seemingly
unrelated variables. While the association would seemingly be bewildering, as political preferences in Texas are not known to directly influence energy
output in Nicaragua, the findings stir the imagination and lead to probing questions about potential underlying factors. The results may elicit a wry smile, but
the implications for future research and policy considerations are nothing to scoff at.

The  juxtaposition  of  politics  and  energy  production  is  an
unusual terrain for analysis, yet this study delves into the curious
association  between  the  votes  accruing  to  the  Democrat
Presidential  candidate  in the state of  Texas and the output of
hydroelectric  power in  Nicaragua.  One might  be forgiven  for
raising an eyebrow at the mere mention of such a correlation, for
the interconnectedness of these seemingly disparate phenomena
is not readily apparent. However, as the saying goes, "The proof
is in the pudding," and statistical analysis reveals an unexpected
relationship worthy of investigation.

In the annals of quantitative research, rare is the occasion when
political  trends  in  the  Lone  Star  State  intersect  with  the
generation of hydroelectric power in a distant Central American
nation.  Nevertheless,  like  an  enigmatic  puzzle  waiting  to  be
solved,  this  linkage  beckons  us  to  scrutinize  the  underlying
mechanisms  at  play.  While  the  notion  that  Texan  voting
proclivities  could  exert  an  influence  on  the  hydroelectric
landscape of Nicaragua may initially raise an arch of skepticism,
the  data  tell  a  tale  that  demands  attention.  The  power  of
statistical  analysis,  much  like  the  force  of  a  rushing  river,
compels us to take note of the confluence of these two disparate
domains.

The unexpected nature of this association may indeed prompt a
quizzical  grin,  but  it  also  serves  as  a  reminder  of  the
multifaceted  interplay  of  global  socio-political  and
environmental dynamics. Though this discovery may seem like
the punchline to a particularly perplexing joke, the implications
extend beyond mere amusement. This inquiry opens the door to
a  deeper  understanding of  the complex interrelationships  that
color  our  world,  and  invites  further  investigation  into  the
manifold forces shaping our collective destinies.

Review of existing research

Prior  to  delving  into  the  peculiar  relationship  between  the
Democratic  vote  tally  in  Texas  and  the  hydroelectric  power
output in Nicaragua,  it  is  prudent to survey existing literature
that  may  shed  light  on  seemingly  unconnected  phenomena
intertwining in unexpected ways. Smith et al. (2015) examined
political voting patterns in U.S. states and their potential impact
on  international  energy  dynamics.  They  found  a  modest
correlation between political affiliations and energy production
in neighboring countries. Doe and Jones (2018) investigated the
role of transnational political events on global energy markets,
but  did  not  specifically  explore  the  influence  of  state-level
elections on energy generation in distant regions.

Turning to more general works with potential  bearing on this
juxtaposition, "The Energy Landscape: A Sociology of Energy
Consumption" by John Q. Public and "Political Pendulums: An
Analysis of Electoral Swings" by Joan Smith present insights
that may indirectly inform our understanding of the unexpected
linkages observed in the present study. 

Taking  a  more  imaginative  leap,  the  fictional  works  "Power
Struggles: a Novel of Political Intrigue" by A.C. Politician and
"Rivers of Destiny: A Hydro-Energy Thriller" by H. Watts offer
creative  interpretations  of  the  potential  interplay  between
political  machinations and energy production.Moreover,  board
games  such  as  "Power  Grid"  and  "Electioneering:  Energy
Edition"  may  provide  metaphorical  parallels  to  the  entwined
themes under consideration. 

As  we  venture  further  into  this  exploration,  the  seemingly
tangential  connections  between  Texas  voting  behaviors  and
Nicaraguan hydropower are  akin to  stumbling upon a  hidden
treasure map in the unlikeliest of locations—a discovery both
confounding and exhilarating.
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Procedure

The methodology employed in this study entailed the meticulous
collection  and  analysis  of  data  pertaining  to  the  respective
variables  of  interest.  The  investigation  began  with  the
procurement  of  historical  voting  data  for  the  Democrat
Presidential  candidate  in  the  state  of  Texas  from  the  MIT
Election Data  and Science Lab.  Data  for  hydroelectric  power
generation  in  Nicaragua  was  obtained  from  the  Energy
Information Administration,  capturing the years  from 1980 to
2020. The selection of these sources was primarily due to their
comprehensive  coverage  and  accessibility,  in  addition  to  our
research team’s passionate belief in the adage "MIT and Harvard
– where all the cool data hangs out."

The acquired data underwent rigorous cleansing and validation
procedures  to  ensure  accuracy  and  integrity.  This  involved
identifying  and  addressing  any  anomalies,  inconsistencies,  or
downright suspicious entries, akin to separating the wheat from
the chaff, or the genuine hydro from the electric.

Statistical  analyses  were  then  performed  to  examine  the
potential  relationship  between  the  two  variables  of  interest.
Correlation coefficients were computed to quantify the strength
and direction of the association, while significance testing was
conducted  to  evaluate  the  presence  of  any  meaningful
relationships. The use of a statistical software package allowed
for the execution of these analyses with finesse, though at times
it felt more like herding cats – a striking parallel to the endeavor
of quantifying the dynamics between Texan political preferences
and Nicaraguan hydropower.

In  order  to  account  for  potential  confounding  variables  or
external influences, sensitivity analyses were undertaken to test
the  robustness  of  the  observed  relationships.  This  process
involved introducing various control variables into the analytical
models,  much like adding seasoning to  a  dish to  enhance its
flavor, but in this case, the seasoning included factors such as
global economic conditions and regional climatic patterns rather
than salt and pepper.

Additionally, time series analysis was conducted to assess the
temporal patterns and dynamics of the relationship between the
variables  over  the  study  period.  This  allowed  for  a  deeper
understanding of how changes in the Texan political landscape
may have reverberated through time to impact the hydroelectric
output in Nicaragua, in a manner akin to the ripples of a stone
cast into a tranquil pond – or, in this case, an electoral ballot cast
in the Lone Star State.

Lastly, the findings were subjected to peer review and validation
by external experts in the fields of political science and energy
economics.  Their  input and feedback served as  a checks-and-
balances mechanism, akin to the role of referees in a basketball
game,  ensuring  that  the  conclusions  drawn were  anchored  in
scholarly rigor and not mere flights of fancy.

Findings

The analysis of the relationship between the votes received by
the  Democrat  Presidential  candidate  in  Texas  and  the
hydroelectric  power  generated  in  Nicaragua  yielded  a

correlation coefficient of 0.8926604, indicating a strong positive
association  between  the  two  variables.  The  coefficient  of
determination  (r-squared)  of  0.7968425  suggests  that
approximately  79.68%  of  the  variability  in  Nicaraguan
hydropower  generation  can  be  explained  by  the  variation  in
votes for the Democrat candidate in Texas from 1980 to 2020.
Moreover,  the  obtained  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  indicates  a
statistically significant relationship. 

In Figure 1, the scatterplot illustrates the striking alignment of
the  data  points,  compellingly  demonstrating  the  coherence
between  these  ostensibly  incongruent  phenomena.  The  visual
representation  of  the  data  points  reinforces  the  surprising
connection and evokes a sense of intrigue that is not commonly
encountered in traditional research inquiries.

The  remarkable  correlation  we  uncovered  may  seem  as
unexpected as stumbling upon a budding cactus in the midst of a
cascading  waterfall  –  seemingly  incongruous,  yet  undeniably
present.  The  implications  of  this  unanticipated  juxtaposition
prompt contemplation on the intricate and unforeseen interplay
of  global  socio-political  and environmental  dynamics,  leaving
one with a sense of bemused wonderment. While the findings
may evoke a chuckle or two, they warrant serious consideration
and serve as a preamble to further, more in-depth investigations
into the underlying mechanisms at play.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Discussion

The  findings  of  this  study  uncovered  a  robust  relationship
between the votes  for  the Democrat  Presidential  candidate  in
Texas  and  the  hydroelectric  power  generated  in  Nicaragua.
These results are in line with the previous research by Smith et
al.  (2015),  who also  observed  a  correlation  between political
affiliations and energy production in  neighboring countries.  It
appears that there is indeed more than meets the eye when it
comes  to  the  influence  of  state-level  elections  on  energy
generation in distant regions.

Moreover, the substantial correlation coefficient and statistically
significant p-value lend credence to the idea that this connection,
though seemingly baffling, is not to be dismissed outright. It is
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akin to stumbling upon a treasure map in an unexpected location
– an exhilarating and confounding discovery indeed.

The  scatterplot  graphically  conveys  the  striking  coherence
between  the  Democrat  vote  tally  in  Texas  and  Nicaraguan
hydropower  generation,  leaving  us  with  a  sense  of  intrigue
usually reserved for unexpected plot twists in a H. Watts novel.
One cannot help but wonder at the unanticipated alignment of
these  seemingly  incongruent  elements,  much  like  finding  a
cactus thriving amidst a gushing waterfall.

While the implications of this unlikely association may elicit a
bemused  smile,  the  import  of  such  a  finding  should  not  be
underestimated.  It  incites  contemplation  on  the  intricate
interplay  between  global  socio-political  factors  and
environmental dynamics, much like pondering the intricacies of
a  challenging  board  game.  This  discovery  opens  the  door  to
further,  more  nuanced  investigations  into  the  driving  forces
behind  this  paradoxical  connection,  inviting  researchers  to
embark on a journey of exploration akin to solving a mystery in
"Electioneering: Energy Edition."

In sum, the results of this study underscore the importance of
staying  open  to  unexpected  connections  and  the  need  for
continued investigation into the underlying mechanisms at play.
This study serves as a reminder of the depth and complexity of
the interactions that shape our world – a compelling narrative
worthy of further exploration.

Conclusion

The discovery of a robust correlation between the votes for the
Democrat Presidential candidate in Texas and the hydroelectric
power generated in Nicaragua from 1980 to 2020 has brought
forth a level of astonishment akin to stumbling upon a majestic
tumbleweed in the midst of a bustling metropolis - a spectacle
both  unexpected  and  thought-provoking.  While  the  seeming
incongruity  of  this  relationship  may  elicit  a  wry  smile,  the
statistical evidence compels us to take this correlation seriously.
The  implications  of  this  unanticipated  linkage  prompt
contemplation on the intricate and unforeseen interplay of global
socio-political and environmental dynamics, leaving one with a
sense of bemused wonderment. Furthermore, the strength of the
association,  as  indicated  by  the  correlation coefficient  and p-
value, underscores the need for deeper inquiry into the potential
underlying mechanisms.

Yet, in the grand tradition of academic research, it appears that
this particular inquiry may mark the terminus of this peculiar
journey.  As  such,  it  is  with  a  sense  of  both  amusement  and
satisfaction that we assert that no further research is needed in
this vein.  The unanticipated correlation between Texan voting
preferences  and  Nicaraguan  hydroelectric  power  generation
stands  as  a  testament  to  the  capricious  nature  of  empirical
inquiry,  and  as  such,  it  seems  fitting  to  leave  this  curious
confluence of phenomena to the annals of statistical oddities and
whimsical research curiosities.
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