
The Journal of Renewable Energy Policy and Politics (2024) 49, 57-72

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Off the Grid: The Libertarian Effect on Biomass Power 
in Uganda

Caleb Hart, Anthony Turner, Gregory P Tyler

Institute of Advanced Studies; Stanford, California

Abstract

The relationship between political ideologies and global energy trends has been a topic of increasing 
interest among researchers and policymakers alike. In this study, we explore the surprising connection 
between the votes for the Libertarian presidential candidate in Alaska and the generation of biomass 
power in Uganda. Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the
Energy Information Administration, our research team examined the correlation between these seemingly 
disparate factors from 2000 to 2020. Our findings revealed a strong correlation coefficient of 0.9579003 
and a p-value of less than 0.01, indicating a robust relationship between the two variables. The 
unexpected and amusing association between Alaskan Libertarian votes and Ugandan biomass power 
generation prompts a reevaluation of the global impact of political choices. As the old saying goes, 
"Where there’s a vote, there’s a way – for biomass power in Uganda!" This study not only provides a new 
perspective on the influence of political leanings on renewable energy practices, but also adds a touch of 
humor to the often serious discourse of academic research.
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1. Introduction

In  recent  years,  the  interplay  between
political ideologies and global energy trends
has piqued the curiosity of researchers and
policymakers  alike.  While  the  correlation
between  certain  political  outcomes  and
domestic  policies  has  been  extensively
studied,  the  link  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian presidential candidate in Alaska
and  the  generation  of  biomass  power  in
Uganda  may  seem  as  likely  as  finding  a

polar  bear  in  the  Sahara  –  but  as  our
research  reveals,  sometimes  the  most
surprising  connections  are  the  most
illuminating.

As we delve into the interconnected web of
seemingly disparate factors, we aim to shed
light  on  the  unexpected  and,  dare  I  say,
electrifying  relationship  between  political
preferences  and  renewable  energy
practices. After all, who would have thought
that the land of the midnight sun would have
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anything  in  common  with  the  Pearl  of
Africa? It seems that political leanings can
reach  across  continents,  transcending
geographic and cultural divides to influence
the evolution of sustainable energy sources.

The findings of our study not only contribute
to  the  growing body of  knowledge on the
global  impact  of  political  choices  but  also
introduce  a  whimsical  twist  to  the  serious
pursuit  of  academic inquiry.  As the saying
goes,  "When life  gives  you Libertarians in
Alaska, make biomass power in Uganda –
it's  a  win-win  situation  for  everyone
involved!".  With this lighthearted approach,
we  hope  to  spark  a  renewed  interest  in
exploring  unexpected  connections  and
embracing the levity that can be found in the
pursuit of knowledge.

2. Literature Review

The relationship between political ideologies
and global energy trends has been a topic
of  increasing  interest  among  researchers
and  policymakers  alike.  In  "Smith  et  al.'s
Analysis  of  Political  Voting  Patterns  and
Renewable  Energy  Development,"  the
authors find a positive correlation between
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate in  Alaska and the generation of
biomass power in Uganda. This unexpected
connection  raises  questions  about  the
global  impact  of  political  leanings  on
renewable  energy  practices.  Who  would
have  thought  that  Alaskan  ballots  could
wield such influence on sustainable energy
initiatives  in  Uganda?  It's  almost  as
surprising  as  finding  a  solar-powered
flashlight.

Moving on to the works of Doe and Jones,
"The  Interplay  of  Political  Choices  and
Global  Energy  Utilization"  presents  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  indirect
effects of political voting on energy policies
in disparate regions. The authors delve into
the intricacies of how political attitudes can
resonate  across  continents,  shaping  the

landscape  of  renewable  energy
infrastructure. The correlation found in their
study is as striking as a bolt of lightning in a
clear blue sky. It seems that even halfway
across the world, a vote for the Libertarian
candidate  in  Alaska  can  wield  as  much
power as a biomass generator in Uganda.

Now, let's shift our focus to some non-fiction
books  that  are  tangentially  related  to  our
quirky  topic.  "Renewable  Energy  in
Developing  Countries"  by  Lorem  Ipsum
provides  insights  into  the  challenges  and
opportunities  of  implementing  biomass
power in Uganda. The book offers a serious
examination  of  the  factors  influencing
renewable  energy  adoption,  but  nothing
could have prepared us for the unexpected
quirkiness  of  the  Libertarian-Alaskan
connection. It's like stumbling upon a solar
panel  in  a  sea  of  biomass  power
generators.

In  contrast,  "The  Political  Economy  of
Energy"  by  John  Smith  delves  into  the
intricate  interplay  between  political
ideologies  and  energy  trends.  While  the
book offers a wealth of  knowledge on the
subject, it never delves into the comical side
effects of  unexpected political  correlations.
It's almost like a blackout in the midst of a
power surge.

Let's  not  overlook the impact  of  fiction on
our  understanding  of  this  peculiar
relationship. Works such as "Energy Wars:
A  Political  Thriller"  and  "Biomass
Chronicles:  The  Renewable  Quest"  paint
vivid  imaginary  landscapes  of  political
intrigue  and  energy  upheaval.  These
imaginative narratives offer a playful take on
the serious subjects of political leanings and
renewable  energy efforts.  It's  as if  a  wind
turbine suddenly sprouted in the middle of a
political convention.

As  we  journey  beyond  the  realms  of
academia, we cannot discount the influence
of  popular  culture  on  our  perceptions.
Cartoons such as "Captain Planet and the
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Planeteers"  and  "The  Magic  School  Bus"
convey  themes  of  environmental
stewardship and sustainable energy,  albeit
in a lighthearted manner. Who would have
thought  that  cartoon  characters  could
provide  valuable  insights  into  the
interconnection  of  global  energy  and
political  choices?  It's  like  discovering  a
treasure trove of solar-powered gizmos in a
house powered by biomass energy.

In  summary,  the  unexpected  connection
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Alaska  and  the
generation  of  biomass  power  in  Uganda
challenges  conventional  wisdom  and
infuses the discourse of academic research
with  a  touch  of  whimsy.  As  we  navigate
through  this  uncharted  territory  of  political
and energy fusion, we are reminded of the
wise words: "Why don't skeletons fight each
other? They don't have the guts."

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  relationship  between
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate in  Alaska and the generation of
biomass power in Uganda, a multi-faceted
methodology  was  employed.  The  data  on
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate in Alaska was collected from the
MIT Election Data and Science Lab,  while
information on biomass power generation in
Uganda  was  obtained  from  the  Energy
Information  Administration  and  local
Ugandan  energy  authorities.  It’s  worth
noting  that  collecting  this  data  was  like  a
treasure hunt, but instead of gold, we found
statistical goldmines! 

In  order  to  ensure  the  robustness  of  our
analysis, a combination of quantitative and
qualitative techniques was utilized. First,  a
time-series  analysis  was  conducted  to
assess the changing patterns of Libertarian
votes  in  Alaska  and  biomass  power
generation  in  Uganda from 2000 to 2020.
The years were chosen arbitrarily, but let's

just say it was a good thing Y2K didn't mess
up the data! 

Following  this,  a  cross-sectional  analysis
was performed to compare the votes for the
Libertarian presidential candidate in Alaska
and  the  annual  biomass  power  capacity
installed  in  Uganda.  The  comparison  was
akin to examining apples and oranges, but
don't  worry,  we brought  our statistical  fruit
basket.

Moreover,  to  account  for  potential
confounding  variables  and  control  for
external  influences,  a  multivariate
regression analysis was implemented. This
involved  including  variables  such  as  GDP
per  capita,  environmental  policies,  and
international aid received by Uganda, which
was  like  juggling  flaming  torches  –
challenging, but ultimately quite thrilling. 

Lastly, a qualitative analysis was conducted
through interviews with key stakeholders in
Ugandan  energy  production  and  Alaskan
political  analysts.  The  insights  gathered
from  these  interviews  provided  a  rich
contextual  understanding  of  the
sociopolitical  and  economic  dynamics  at
play.  It  was  like  gaining  access  to  the
ultimate  backstage  pass,  but  instead  of
rockstars,  we  were  interviewing
policymakers and energy experts!

4. Results

The results of the analysis demonstrated a
remarkably  strong correlation  between  the
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate in  Alaska and the generation of
biomass  power  in  Uganda.  With  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9579003,  one
might  say  the  relationship  between  these
two variables is as tight as a bear hug from
a  polar  bear!  This  finding  suggests  that
there  may  be  a  meaningful  link  between
political inclinations in one part of the world
and  the  renewable  energy  practices  in
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another  –  an  unexpected  but  undeniably
fascinating connection.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.9175730  further
emphasizes  the  robustness  of  this
association, indicating that over 91% of the
variation  in  biomass  power  generation  in
Uganda can be attributed to the votes for
the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Alaska. It's as if every Libertarian vote cast
in the icy tundra has a palpable impact on
the generation of sustainable energy in the
lush  landscapes  of  Uganda.  Who  would
have  thought  that  political  choices  could
have such a far-reaching ripple effect?

As we reflect on these intriguing results, one
can't help but wonder: do the trees sway a
little  differently  in  Uganda  when  a
Libertarian  vote  is  cast  in  Alaska?  It's  a
thought-provoking and amusing notion that
invites  further  exploration  into  the
interconnectedness  of  global  phenomena.
And  as  any  good  researcher  knows,
sometimes  the  most  unexpected
connections  lead  to  the  most  illuminating
discoveries.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provides
strong evidence against the null hypothesis
of  no  relationship  between  Alaskan
Libertarian  votes  and  Ugandan  biomass
power  generation.  In  other  words,  the
likelihood  of  observing  such  a  strong
correlation by chance alone is as slim as a

solar  panel  in  an  Alaskan  winter  –  highly
improbable and distinctly noteworthy.

Fig. 1 depicts the scatterplot illustrating the
compelling correlation between the votes for
the  Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Alaska and the biomass power generated in
Uganda.  This  visual  representation  serves
as  a  striking  visual  testament  to  the
unexpected  but  substantial  relationship
uncovered by our analysis. It's as if Alaska
and  Uganda  are  engaged  in  a  dance  of
influence,  each step of  political  preference
echoing  across  continents  to  shape  the
energy  landscape  in  uniquely
interconnected ways.

In conclusion, the findings of this study not
only  challenge  conventional  assumptions
about  the  impact  of  political  choices  on
global  energy  practices  but  also  inject  a
refreshing dose of humor into the academic
discourse.  As  the  data  have  shown,
sometimes the most surprising connections
yield the most electrifying revelations – and
perhaps  a  few  good  dad  jokes  along  the
way.

5. Discussion

The striking correlation  between the votes
for the Libertarian presidential candidate in
Alaska  and  the  generation  of  biomass
power  in  Uganda  serves  as  a  captivating
demonstration  of  the  unexpected
interconnectedness  of  global  phenomena.
Our  findings  not  only  affirm  the  prior
research  by  Smith  et  al.,  which  first
highlighted  this  unusual  relationship,  but
also shed light on the substantial influence
of political preferences on renewable energy
practices  in  distant  lands.  It  seems  that
political leanings in one corner of the world
can  ripple  across  continents  like  a  jolt  of
energy,  leaving  an  indelible  mark  on  the
renewable  energy  landscape  in  seemingly
unrelated regions. Who would have thought
that a vote in the Last Frontier could have
such  far-reaching  consequences?  It’s  like
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stumbling upon a wind turbine in a field of
biomass power generators.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9579003 further reinforces the strength of
the association between Alaskan Libertarian
votes  and  Ugandan  biomass  power
generation.  The  staggering  level  of
coherence  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables  underscores  the
significance  of  political  choices  in  shaping
renewable energy initiatives. One might say
it's  as  impactful  as  a  renewable  energy
policy in a fossil-fueled world.

Our  results  align  closely  with  the  prior
research,  echoing  the  unexpected  yet
incontrovertible  link  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian  candidate  in  Alaska  and  the
generation  of  biomass  power  in  Uganda.
This  reaffirms  the  validity  of  the  peculiar
interconnectedness of political leanings and
renewable  energy  practices  identified  by
Smith  et  al.,  and  adds  another  layer  of
evidence to the intriguing tapestry of global
influences. It’s almost as if a vote in Alaska
sends a gust  of  political  wind that  powers
the turbines of renewable energy in distant
lands.

As  we  come  to  terms  with  the  tangible
impact  of  political  preferences  on  energy
generation  in  Uganda,  it's  clear  that  we
have only just begun to unravel the intricate
web  of  global  interdependencies.  The
findings  of  this  study  not  only  challenge
conventional  assumptions  about  the
influence  of  political  choices  on  global
energy practices but also infuse a refreshing
dose of humor into the academic discourse.
After  all,  who  would  have  thought  that  a
ballot  cast  in  the frigid environs of  Alaska
could  spark  such  a  fervor  for  sustainable
energy  production  halfway  across  the
globe? It's as surprising as finding a solar-
powered flashlight in a coal mine.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has illuminated
a  remarkably  robust  correlation  between
votes  for  the  Libertarian  presidential
candidate in  Alaska and the generation of
biomass  power  in  Uganda.  It  seems  that
political leanings truly do have the power to
transcend borders, much like a well-aimed
political pun. The unexpected power of this
connection  between  seemingly  disparate
entities certainly gives new meaning to the
term "political climate."

These  findings  not  only  expand  our
understanding  of  the  influence  of  political
ideologies  on  renewable  energy  practices
but  also  provide  a  source  of  renewable
humor  in  the  often  serious  world  of
academic  research.  It  seems  that  the
influence  of  political  choices  stretches
further than we ever imagined - much like
that  one  friend  who  always  insists  on
inserting a pun into every conversation, no
matter how unrelated.

It is clear that no more research is needed
in  this  area,  as  the  findings  speak  for
themselves - though we certainly hope they
also inspire a chuckle or two along the way.
And  remember,  when  it  comes  to
uncovering unexpected correlations, always
expect the unexpected - and certainly, don't
underestimate the potential power of a good
dad joke.

The correlation coefficient of 0.9579003 and
the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  leave  little
room for  doubt  -  much  like  a  well-crafted
dad joke, these results are solid and leave a
lasting  impression.  Therefore,  we  can
confidently assert that the impact of Alaskan
Libertarian  votes  on  Ugandan  biomass
power  generation  is  a  phenomenon worth
considering in the broader conversation on
global energy trends.

In this spirit, we bid adieu to our research on
this lighthearted yet thought-provoking topic,
and leave with a final dad joke: Did you hear
about the Libertarian who went to Uganda
and found a new source of power? He really
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knows  how  to  turn  political  leanings  into
energy solutions! With that, we declare that
no further research is needed in this area,
and we can rest assured that we have shed
light on a unique and unexpectedly amusing
connection.
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