Journal of Internet Culture and Social Phenomena (2024) 43, 53-66

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

SpuriousDirect

ELSERVER

Driving the Success: Exploring the 'Success Kid'
Meme Popularity and Its Impact on City Bus Driver
Employment in New Mexico

Caleb Hoffman, Alice Turner, Gabriel P Trudeau

Center for Sciences; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Abstract

In this research paper, we delve into the unexpected connection between the popularity of the 'success
kid' meme and the number of city bus drivers in New Mexico. By combining data from Google Trends and
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we sought to answer the pressing question: Could the rise of the 'success
kid' meme have had a measurable impact on the employment of city bus drivers? Sit tight, pun
enthusiasts, because we're about to embark on a data-driven journey to uncover this quirky relationship.
Our findings reveal a correlation coefficient of 0.8734503 and a p-value less than 0.01 covering the period
from 2006 to 2022, indicating a strong statistical association between the two variables. This correlation
puzzled us at first, but it turns out that the 'success kid' meme's viral nature might have inadvertently
influenced the transportation industry. Perhaps the meme's messages of persistence and triumph
resonated so deeply that more people in New Mexico decided to take the wheel - or should we say, take
the bus steering wheel. As we delve deeper into this unorthodox correlation, we can't help but marvel at
the unexpected ways in which internet culture and employment trends intersect. Who would've thought
that a meme featuring a determined toddler would hold any sway over the labor market, let alone city bus
driver numbers in a specific region? It seems like the 'success kid' meme's reach extends beyond online
platforms into the realm of employment statistics, leaving us with an undeniable link that's as surprising as
it is amusing. So, buckle up and enjoy the ride as we uncover the not-so-serious side of statistical
correlations and explore the unforeseen impact of online memes on real-world employment trends. After
all, when it comes to unexpected connections, whether it's on the internet or in empirical research, there's
always a pun-derful surprise waiting around the corner.
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meme's internet fame with the employment
of city bus drivers in New Mexico offers an
unexpected convergence of modern digital
culture and labor market dynamics. One
might say we're taking a "meme-ntous" leap
into uncharted territory, where statistical
significance meets viral sensations.

The prospect of finding a connection
between an internet meme and city bus
driver employment may seem like a "fare"
stretch, but our data analysis suggests
otherwise. Our findings not only raise
eyebrows but also elicit a chuckle or two, as
we unravel the quizzical relationship
between these seemingly disparate
variables. It's not every day that one gets to
apply statistical rigor to the analysis of
internet memes and their potential impact
on regional employment trends, but that's
precisely the bus stop at which we find
ourselves.

Speaking of stops, it seems our research
has led us to a rather "punny" juncture. The
'success kid® meme, known for its
triumphant message and the determined
visage of a toddler, has not only left an
indelible mark on social media but also
appears to have made unexpected inroads
into the domain of public transportation
employment. It's almost as if the meme's
rallying cry of "I've got this!" has resonated
with a segment of the New Mexico
population, inspiring them to explore career
opportunities behind the wheel of a city bus.
Who knew an internet meme could provide
such "drive" to a regional workforce?

As we delve into the statistical intricacies of
this correlation, we can't help but marvel at
the delightful absurdity of it all. While our
research is firmly grounded in data analysis
and methodological rigor, we're also
reveling in the amusing nature of
uncovering this unlikely association. After
all, in the pursuit of knowledge, there's no
reason we can't inject a bit of levity into our
findings. As they say, when life gives you
statistical anomalies, make statistical

lemonade — perhaps with a dash of meme-
inspired humor.

It's clear that the 'success kid' meme's
influence transcends the digital landscape
and spills over into the realm of employment
trends, paving the way for a research
journey that promises to be as enlightening
as it is entertaining. So, fasten your
seatbelts (metaphorically, of course), as we
navigate the intersection of internet memes
and labor statistics with a healthy dose of
scientific rigor and a wink of meme-inspired
jest. After all, in the world of research, a little
humor can go a long way — just like a city
bus taking its passengers to unexpected
destinations.

2. Literature Review

The study of the interplay between online
culture and real-world phenomena has
garnered increasing attention in recent
years. In their examination of internet
memes and societal impact, Smith, Doe,
and Jones (2018) offer insights into the
ways in which digital content shapes public
discourse and behavioral patterns. Their
work lays a foundation for our exploration of
the correlation between the proliferation of
the 'success kid' meme and the employment
of city bus drivers in New Mexico. As we
delve into this unorthodox area of inquiry,
we are treading upon uncharted terrain,
poised to uncover correlations that are as
unexpected as they are intriguing.

In "Internet Memes and Their Unintended
Consequences: A Sociocultural Analysis,"
the authors elaborate on the inadvertent
influence of memes on various aspects of
human behavior. This prompts us to ponder
whether the 'success kid' meme, with its
message of determination and triumph,
could have inadvertently swayed individuals
to venture into the domain of public
transportation employment. One could say
this correlation has surpassed the realm of
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probability and entered the domain of
"meme-enseness.”

With this scholarly foundation in mind, we
take a departure from customary research
inquiries and venture into the realm of
unconventional connections. The search for
literature relating specifically to the 'success
kidt meme's impact on city bus driver
employment proves to be a challenge, as
one might expect for such an
unprecedented line of inquiry. Nevertheless,
we embark on a scholarly quest that's as
amusing as it is academically rigorous.

Further observations from "The Economics
of Urban Transportation" by Publichous
(2015) lend credence to our hypothesis that
internet culture, perhaps unexpectedly,
holds sway over employment trends in the
transportation sector. The book's discussion
of labor market dynamics and their
susceptibility to external influences sparks
our curiosity, leading us to contemplate the
unforeseen role of online memes in shaping
occupational preferences. It's almost as if
the 'success kid' meme's influence reaches
beyond the digital realm and extends an
invitation for individuals to consider a career
path involving, quite literally, "driving"
toward success.

Turning to fictional narratives, the works of
fiction such as "The Wheels of Fortune: A
Tale of Destiny and Determination” by
Novelistica (2019) and "The Meme-ing of
Life: A Satirical Journey Through
Cyberspace" by Imaginio (2020) playfully
imagine scenarios in  which internet
phenomena have whimsical yet tangible
effects on everyday life. While these works
are not empirical in nature, they beckon us
to contemplate the unexpected ways in
which internet culture might intersect with
professional pursuits, as if to say, "You can't
navigate the highway of Ilife without
encountering a few meme-based detours
along the way."

On a lighter note, the board game "Ticket to
Ride" invites players to embark on railway
adventures, prompting us to liken our
research expedition to an unconventional
journey along the tracks of statistical inquiry.
Much like the unexpected twists and turns
encountered in the game, our investigation
into the 'success kid' meme's impact on city
bus driver employment presents a delightful
blend of unpredictability and strategic
analysis. One might say we're charting a
path as unorthodox as a player choosing to
build a railway from Albuquerque to Las
Cruces in the context of this stimulating
board game.

In our pursuit of academic excellence, we
find ourselves immersed in a uniquely
whimsical journey, where internet memes
and labor statistics converge in a manner
that's as thought-provoking as it is
entertaining. As we navigate this uncharted
territory, we remain committed to unraveling
the unexpected connections that emerge
when  statistical inquiry meets the
lighthearted influence of online culture. After
all, in the world of research, a touch of
humor might just be the secret ingredient for
unlocking truly novel insights — or at the
very least, some meme-worthy statistical
anomalies.

3. Our approach & methods

To unravel the enigmatic link between the
'success kid' meme's popularity and the
number of city bus drivers in New Mexico,
our research team concocted a blend of
digital sleuthing and labor market scrutiny
that would make even the most seasoned
internet meme aficionado do a double take.
We embarked on this statistical escapade
armed with data from Google Trends, the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, and a healthy
appreciation for statistical absurdity. As we
rolled up our sleeves and donned our best
digital detective hats, we were keenly aware
that we were venturing into uncharted
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terrain, yet we were also poised to capitalize
on this opportunity for some ‘punny’'
statistical fun.

First, we scoured Google Trends for the
popularity trajectory of the 'success kid'
meme from 2006 to 2022, aiming to capture
its ebbs and flows across the digital
landscape. We then meticulously cross-
referenced this data with employment
figures for city bus drivers in New Mexico,
obtained from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. The process resembled a digital
dance, with statistical significance and
internet culture performing a surprisingly
coordinated tango.

As we sifted through the labyrinth of internet
search queries and labor market metrics,
we encountered unexpected correlations
and statistical outliers that left us nodding in
disbelief — and occasionally chuckling at the
sheer whimsy of it all. With each statistical
revelation, we found ourselves facing a
choice: to embrace the absurdity of our
findings or to dismiss them as mere
statistical flukes. Needless to say, we opted
for the former, not only out of scholarly
curiosity but also to inject a healthy dose of
levity into our research process. After all,
who doesn't enjoy a statistical mystery
laced with a touch of internet humor?

In order to measure the strength of the
association between the ‘'success kid'
meme's popularity and the employment of
city bus drivers in New Mexico, we
employed a rigorous statistical analysis that
would make even the most ardent meme
enthusiast nod in approval. Our
methodology combined the use of
correlation coefficients, regression
analyses, and time series modeling to
capture the dynamic interplay between
these seemingly incongruous variables. The
result? A statistically whimsical journey that
mirrored the unexpected trajectories of
internet memes in the digital sphere.

With tongue firmly in cheek and statistical
software at the ready, we dived into the
data, eagerly anticipating the statistical
surprises that lay ahead. It was a scientific
expedition that blended methodological
precision with a healthy appreciation for the
eccentricities of internet culture, and we
wouldn't have had it any other way.

Just remember, when it comes to unraveling
unexpected statistical connections,
statistical significance is the best 'pun'dit to
guide us through the labyrinth of correlation
coefficients and meme madness. After all,
it's a statistical playground out there, and
we're determined to have some wholesome
statistical fun — one correlation at a time.

4, Results

Our analysis of the relationship between the
popularity of the 'success kid' meme and the
number of city bus drivers in New Mexico
for the period spanning from 2006 to 2022
yielded some rather surprising and chuckle-
worthy findings. We found a correlation
coefficient of 0.8734503, indicating a strong
positive association between the two
variables. With an r-squared value of
0.7629155 and a p-value less than 0.01, it
seems that the success of the 'success kid'
meme may have had more of an impact on
the employment of city bus drivers than we
ever imagined. It's as if the meme's
motivational message whispered to the
masses, "You can drive it!"

In Fig. 1, the scatterplot illustrates this
strong correlation between the popularity of
the 'success kid' meme and the number of
city bus drivers in New Mexico. It's quite a
sight to behold — a graph that epitomizes
the uncanny intersection of meme culture
and labor market dynamics, all
encapsulated in an engaging visual
representation. One might even say it's a
high-brow meme-graph, designed to tickle
the funny bone and provoke thoughtful
contemplation all at once.
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The influence of the 'success kid' meme on
the employment landscape of New Mexico,
particularly within the domain of city bus
drivers, raises some eyebrow-arching
questions. Could the meme's resolute
message have resonated so deeply within
the populace that it unwittingly sparked an
uptick in bus driver employment? Did the
sight of 'success kid' pointing to his success
embolden individuals to steer their careers
in a new direction, one that led them to the
driver's seat of a city bus? It's both thought-
provoking and chuckle-inducing to consider
the ramifications of a meme's impact on
such tangible, real-world outcomes.

Years 2006-2022, r=0.873, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As we unpack these unexpected and
gratifyingly humorous implications, it's clear
that our findings offer a playful yet valuable
addition to the annals of statistical analysis
and internet culture research. After all, who
knew that a meme could serve as both an
emblem of triumph and a catalyst for labor
market shifts? It appears that when it comes
to the complexity of societal dynamics, even
the most innocuous of digital artifacts can
create waves that reverberate across
unexpected spheres... or should we say,
across unexpected "bus routes"?

Overall, our results illuminate an intriguing
connection between the 'success kid' meme
and the employment of city bus drivers in
New Mexico, shedding light on a correlation
that's as captivating as it is comical. These

findings not only underscore the
unanticipated ways in which internet
phenomena can intersect with empirical
data but also remind us that statistical
analyses can hold a delightful surprise or
two. Indeed, it seems that the impact of
memes on society extends beyond the
realm of lighthearted entertainment, offering
glimpses into the captivating interplay
between digital culture and economic
trends. In conclusion, our research
underscores the importance of exploring
unconventional correlations — a venture that
can lead to unexpected discoveries and, of
course, a healthy dose of statistical humor.

5. Discussion

Our study delves into the whimsical world of
internet memes and their unexpected
influence on real-world phenomena,
uncovering a correlation that's as amusing
as it is thought-provoking. The correlation
between the popularity of the 'success kid'
meme and the number of city bus drivers in
New Mexico has left us pondering the
inexplicably cheerful impact of digital culture
on tangible employment trends.

Our findings parallel the scholarly musings
of Smith, Doe, and Jones (2018), as we
unearth a statistical association that's so
strong, it could charm the socks off even the
most stoic of statisticians. The meme-orable
correlation coefficient of 0.8734503 and its
accompanying p-value less than 0.01
support the notion that the 'success kid'
meme's rise in popularity might have indeed
had a tangible effect on the employment of
city bus drivers in New Mexico. One might
say it's a statistically significant "dad joke"
waiting to unfold its punchline.

As we reflect on the unexpected union
between internet memes and labor market
dynamics, it becomes evident that our
findings align with the pre-existing literature
in an eerily synchronistic manner. Just like a
well-timed pun, the 'success kid' meme's
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influence seems to have threaded its way
into the fabric of employment statistics,
prompting a chuckle and a raised eyebrow
in equal measure. The correlation we've
uncovered might just be the statistical
equivalent of a good ol' "knock-knock" joke
— unexpected, yet undeniably satisfying
once you've dived into it.

Our alignment with the scholarly insights of
Publichous (2015) lends an air of witty
academic agreement, as we witness the
interplay between internet culture and
occupational preferences unfold in our
statistical analyses. It's as if the 'success
kid' meme declared, "You miss 100% of the
correlations you don't explore," leading us
straight to this unexpectedly delightful
connection between meme popularity and
bus driver employment levels.

In the spirit of whimsy, it's almost as if our
statistical journey mirrors the twists and
turns of a game of "Ticket to Ride," with our
research unveiling surprising connections
akin to uncovering a playful route from
Santa Fe to Roswell on the game board.
Our findings paint a picture of statistical
exploration that's as delightfully absurd as
choosing to build a metaphorical railway
straight from the ‘success kid" meme's
meme-orable grin to the bus depots of New
Mexico.

As we revel in the cheerful absurdity and
empirical significance of our findings, it's
clear that the 'success kid' meme has left its
mark on the employment landscape in a
way that's as quirky as it is undeniably real.
Our results not only highlight the
unexpected intersections of digital culture
and economic indicators but also serve as a
reminder that statistical analyses can deliver
a punchline or two, offering glimpses into
the captivating interplay between meme
culture and labor market dynamics. It seems
that when it comes to statistical surprises,
the unexpected correlations and amusing
implications are not too far behind — just like
the punchline to an unexpected dad joke.

So, as we navigate this merry-go-round of
statistical humor and empirical discovery,
one thing is clear: the 'success kid' meme
has driven its way into the annals of
unanticipated correlations, leaving us with a
jocular yet invaluable insight into the
lighthearted yet impactful nature of internet
culture on real-world employment trends.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has not only
shed light on the unexpected relationship
between the popularity of the 'success kid'
meme and the number of city bus drivers in
New Mexico but has also provided ample
opportunities for puns and chuckles. It
seems that the ‘'success kid' meme's
influence extends beyond internet culture,
establishing an unexpected "bus-iness"
presence in the actual employment
landscape.

As we zoom out from our data analysis, it's
clear that this correlation is more than just a
statistical “"fare"-ytale. It's a tangible
connection that tickles the funny bone while
also challenging conventional notions of
meme impact. Who would've thought that a
toddler's determined fist pump could have
such a profound ripple effect, steering
individuals towards careers behind the
wheel of a city bus? It's almost as if the
meme whispered, "Take the wheel," to an
entire region.

No longer can we ignore the power of
memes to manifest change in the real world.
It's as though the 'success kid' meme gave
a whole new meaning to "driving success"
in New Mexico. Perhaps it's time we
introduce a new statistical variable: the
"meme momentum."

In the grand scheme of research, it's safe to
say that this study has "drive"-en home the
point that the impact of internet culture on
employment trends is no joke. So, it's with
statistical certainty and a dash of humor that
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we assert: no more research is needed in
this area. We've arrived at our stop, and it's
a memerable one indeed.
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