The Journal of Quirky Political Science (2024) 31, 58-63

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

SpuriousDirect

ELSERVER

The Shrek Search: Senatorial Selections and Swampy
Screen Skims in Silver State Sunshine

Connor Hamilton, Andrew Terry, Gloria P Tate

Academic Excellence Institute; Berkeley, California

KEYWORDS

Shrek, Google searches, political persuasion, Democratic voters, Nevada, internet culture,
correlation, Senatorial selections, MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse,
Google Trends, internet searches, political preferences, whimsical correlation, contemporary
society

Abstract

In this study, we dive into the delightful, yet puzzling, world of internet searches and political persuasions,
with a particular emphasis on the enchanting phenomenon of Google queries for the beloved ogre, Shrek,
and the political preferences of Democratic voters in the enchanting land of Nevada. Using data from MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the ever-insightful Google Trends, we uncovered
an unexpected correlation between the votes cast for Democratic Senators in Nevada and the frequency
of internet searches for 'Shrek'. Our analysis, with a correlation coefficient of 0.8951724 and p < 0.05 for
the period spanning 2004 to 2018, suggests that there may be a link, albeit a whimsical one, between the
political inclinations of Nevada's Demaocratic voting base and their fascination with the green, lovable
ogre. Our findings present a curious tale of how internet culture and political preferences may intertwine,
reflecting the captivating quirks of contemporary society. So, while we may not yet fully understand the
rationale behind this unlikely connection, we can certainly appreciate the sheer entertainment value it
brings to the world of social science research.
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1. Introduction

As the digital age progresses and the
interconnected web of online activity
becomes ever more entangled, researchers
are continually uncovering  surprising

associations between seemingly unrelated
variables. In our pursuit of understanding
human behavior and its intricate nuances,
we find ourselves venturing into the
enchanting realm of internet searches and
political proclivities. Amidst this peculiar
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exploration, we stumble upon the unlikely,
yet charming, link between Senatorial
selections and the swampy screen skims of
the lovable ogre, Shrek, in the sun-kissed
land of Nevada.

In the hallowed halls of academia, where
rigorous statistical analyses and theoretical
frameworks reign supreme, we often find
ourselves knee-deep in data, hoping to
glean insights that not only unravel complex
relationships but also, every so often,
provide a chuckle or two. Our journey in this
study was no different; armed with the
wondrous offerings of MIT Election Data
and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and
the perpetually intriguing Google Trends, we
embarked on a quest to shed light on the
whimsically intertwined threads of internet
culture and political allegiance.

You see, in the land where the sagebrush
meets the neon glow of the Strip, we
discovered an unexpected correlation that
sparked both bewilderment and delight.
With a correlation coefficient of 0.8951724
and a p-value that made statisticians do a
double-take, our findings suggest that there
may indeed be a peculiar bond between the
Democratic votes cast for Senators in
Nevada and the frequency of online quests
for the verdant, onion-loving icon himself —
Shrek.

Now, the mere mention of this unlikely
connection may raise some eyebrows and
elicit a skeptic's smirk, but fear not, dear
reader, for the unpredictable nature of social
science research is what keeps the journey
ever so captivating. While we may not yet
comprehend the full rationale behind the
fusion of political inclinations and ogre
fascination, we can't help but revel in the
sheer absurdity — or should we say Shrek-
surdity — that it brings to our scholarly
pursuits.

So, grab your spectacles and a pinch of
skepticism, for in the pages that follow, we
shall unravel this peculiar saga and ponder

the inexplicable harmony between the
voting booths and the virtual quest for our
swamp-dwelling friend. As we delve deeper
into this whimsical tale, let us not only seek
to unravel mysteries but also to celebrate
the enchanting anomalies that make the
colorful tapestry of social science research
all the more endearing.

2. Literature Review

In the search for understanding this peculiar
union of political preferences and online
ogre quests, we must turn our attention to
the varied fields of internet culture, political
psychology, and perhaps a tad of whimsy.
Smith, in their seminal work, "The Internet
Age: A Cultural Analysis,” delves into the
intricate  web of online phenomena,
unravelling the curious connections
between popular culture and digital
footprints. Similarly, Doe, in "Political
Expressions: A Psychological Perspective,”
illuminates the underlying motivations
behind political affiliations, shedding light on
the enigmatic dance of voter sentiment and
civic engagement.

Venturing  further into  this  colorful
intersection, we encounter the world of
fiction and folklore. In the timeless classic
"The Wizard of Oz," Frank L. Baum spins a
whimsical tale of unexpected alliances and
peculiar journeys—much like our quest to
unravel the Shrek Senatorial Saga. J.R.R.
Tolkien's "The Hobbit" offers another
enchanting narrative, where unlikely
companions embark on an adventure that
defies convention, echoing the unlikely
affinity between the political landscape and
the green ogre's virtual escapades.

But wait, as we wade deeper into these
literary waters, we cannot overlook the
peculiar and the preposterous. In "The
Search for More: Absurdities of the Modern
Age," researchers recount their
unconventional methods of data collection,
including perusing the fine print of CVS
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receipts for hidden insights—an approach
that may seem as outlandish as our quest,
yet speaks to the ingenuity and
unpredictability of scholarly pursuits.

As we navigate this whimsical tapestry of
research, we must tread lightly, lest we get
entangled in the enchanting, albeit absurd,
connections that populate the landscape.
And so, with a twinkle in our eyes and a
quest for enlightenment in our hearts, we
forge ahead, ready to unearth the
unparalleled connection between the silver
state Senators and the lovable, albeit
unlikely, icon of Shrek.

3. Our approach & methods

Ah, the fantastical realm of research
methodologies! Let us wade through the
swamp of statistical analyses and
cybernetic samplings as we unravel the
captivating methodology behind this curious
quest. With data in hand from MIT Election
Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse,
and the ever-alluring Google Trends, our
intrepid team set forth to explore the
unforeseen marriage of political leanings
and search engine sorcery.

First, we embarked on a whimsical journey
through the annals of internet searches,
diving headfirst into the mesmerizing world
of Google Trends to pluck out the frequency
of searches for our verdant friend, Shrek.
With our trusty statistical wands in hand, we
conjured up a time series dataset spanning
the years 2004 to 2018, capturing the ebb
and flow of fascination with the lovable ogre
in the digital realm.

Simultaneously, we traversed the digital
corridors of political data, extracting the
votes cast for Democratic Senators in the
glistening bazaars and sun-soaked valleys
of Nevada. This electoral treasure trove
furnished us with the electoral pulse of the
Silver State’s Democratic voting base.
Armed with these disparate yet strangely

entrancing datasets, we began the
enchanting dance of statistical analysis and
hypothesis testing.

Oh, but wait! Let's not forget the seductive
allure of correlation analysis. With a flourish
of mathematical incantations, we computed
the correlation coefficient, teasing out the
bewitching links between the political
proclivities of Nevada's Democratic voters
and their predilection for Shrek-centric cyber
odysseys.

And lo and behold, as the results
materialized before our incredulous eyes, a
correlation coefficient of 0.8951724 graced
our statistical altar, with a p-value so
tantalizingly small, it could make a
statistician belch a surreptitious chuckle.

In the grand tapestry of academia, where
oddities and unpredictabilities  reign
supreme, this methodology traversed the
peculiar, the whimsical, and the enigmatic,
as we sought to capture the essence of this
improbable link between Senate votes and
Shrek searches.

So, as the mists of statistical musings clear,
let it be known that the methodology we
employed, though steeped in scholarly rigor,
embraced the playful mysteries that
underpin the Shrek-ian saga of Senate
selections and search engine shenanigans.

4. Results

The results of our analysis brought forth a
delightful, if not utterly unexpected,
revelation. As we delved into the interplay of
political preferences and internet whimsy,
we uncovered a correlation coefficient of
0.8951724 between the votes cast for
Democratic Senators in Nevada and the
frequency of Google searches for 'Shrek'.
This correlation was supported by an r-
squared value of 0.8013337, and with a p-
value of less than 0.05, it's safe to say that
our findings have raised more than a few
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eyebrows in the world of statistical
significance.

Now, to visually capture the essence of this
enchanting correlation, we present Figure 1
— a scatterplot that eloquently displays the
strong relationship between the Democratic
votes and the Shrek-seeking internet
enthusiasts of Nevada. As one gazes upon
the plot, one can't help but marvel at the
whimsical dance of data points, swirling
together in a harmonious union that
beckons the analytical mind to ponder the
unexpected phenomena that unfold in the
digital age.

It's worth noting that our findings are not
only statistically robust but also carry a
whimsical charm that adds a dash of delight
to the rigors of empirical inquiry. In
unraveling this serendipitous connection,
we've not only expanded the frontiers of
knowledge but also brought forth a hearty
chuckle or two in the labyrinth of social
science research. Perhaps it's this
endearing duality of the absurd and the
insightful that makes the journey all the
more worthwhile.

Years 2004-2018, r=0.895, p<0.05
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In concluding this mirthful tale of political
preferences and peculiar passions, we
invite fellow scholars and curious minds
alike to ponder the Shrekian mysteries that
intertwine with the fabric of our sociopolitical
landscape. While the green hues of ogre-

centric inquiries may seem whimsical
against the backdrop of serious statistical
analyses, it's in these unexpected
juxtapositions that we find the sprightly
dance of progress and the ever-enigmatic
allure of scholarly inquiry.

5. Discussion

Ah, the delightful dance of data, the
enchanting interplay of variables, and the
whimsical wonders of statistical significance
— welcome to the bewitching discussion on
the Shrek Senatorial Saga. As we embark
on this mirthful exploration, let us first revisit
our whimsical literature review. The timeless
narratives of Baum and Tolkien, paired with
the serendipitous absurdities of "The
Search for More,” may have seemed like
mere flights of fancy, but lo and behold, their
nuanced insights have echoed through the
corridors of our empirical findings,
amplifying their enchanting resonance.

Our results, magnificently aligned with the
prior research, have not only unveiled a
correlation of 0.8951724 between
Democratic votes for Senators in Nevada
and the fervent quest for Shrek in the digital
realm but also illuminated the profound
connection between internet culture and
political predilections. The robustness of our
statistical analysis, with an r-squared value
of 0.8013337 and a p-value < 0.05, stands
as a testament to the quirky, yet undeniably
compelling, bond we have unearthed.

In the spirited spirit of scholarly inquiry, the
whimsy of our findings, elegantly
encapsulated in the dance of data points in
Figure 1, transcends the conventional
bounds of academic discourse and invites
us to revel in its merry charm. Our results,
akin to a jovial jester in the court of scientific
inquiry, have not only widened the horizons
of knowledge but also elicited a hearty
chuckle or two—a testament to the
endearing duality of the absurd and the
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insightful that defines the tapestry of
intellectual discovery.

While our journey into the enchanted world
of Shrek and Senators may seem like a
fantastical escapade, it is in these
unexpected discoveries that the soulful
allure of scholarly pursuit truly thrives. Thus,
as we bid adieu to this playful soiree, we
implore all seekers of knowledge to partake
in the joyous contemplation of the Shrekian
mysteries that abound in our sociopolitical
landscape. For in the whimsical and the
wondrous, in the serendipitous and the
statistically significant, we find that the
essence of scholarly inquiry is as
enchanting as the allure of the green,
lovable ogre himself.

6. Conclusion

As we wrap up this whimsical expedition
into the nexus of ogres and political
predilections, we can't help but marvel at
the unpredictable yet riveting discoveries
that emerged from our data. The correlation
between Democratic votes for Senators in
Nevada and the fervent search for 'Shrek’
on Google has not only left us scratching
our heads but also grinning from ear to ear.
It seems that, much like the layers of an
onion, this connection has multiple facets
and depths — or should we say, ogre-sized
mysteries!

Our rigorous statistical analyses, coupled
with the charming absurdity of our findings,
have undoubtedly added a delightful twist to
the often staid world of socio-political
research. They say that truth is stranger
than fiction, and in this case, it seems that
statistical significance is indeed more
fanciful than we ever anticipated. We may
not have unicorns or fairytale endings, but
we certainly have a statistical saga that
rivals the most entertaining of folklore.

In the spirit of academic exuberance and a
touch of whimsy, we assert that this curious

rendezvous between Shrek and Democrat
votes in the Silver State is a tale that needs
no further unraveling. With a twinkle in our
eyes and a nod to the enchanting enigma
that is social science, we bid adieu to this
peculiar confluence of politics and swamp-
dwelling ogres. For in this carnival of
curiosities, where Google queries and
senatorial selections mingle in a merry
dance, we've not only harnessed the power
of statistics but also celebrated the
irrepressible spirit of the unexpected. As we
close this chapter, let it be known that the
Shrek search, in all its frivolous glory, shall
remain an indelible mark of scientific inquiry
— and a reminder that, in the realm of
research, there's always room for a touch of
enchantment.

In the words of the illustrious ogre himself,
"Better out than in, | always say!" And on
that note, we say, it's better to wrap up this
study than to carry on searching for
answers in the swampy depths of statistical
whimsy. With that, we decree that no more
research is needed in this endearing, albeit
comically baffling, domain.
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