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Abstract

This  paper  elucidates  an  unexpected and enigmatic  relationship between seemingly  disparate
variables:  the  votes  for  the  Republican  presidential  candidate  in  Illinois  and  kerosene
consumption in Eritrea. By harnessing data from reputable sources including MIT Election Data
and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information Administration, we unpack this
perplexing  association  with  statistical  rigor.  Our  analysis  yields  a  staggering  correlation
coefficient of 0.9245507 and p < 0.01 for the years spanning from 1994 to 2020, illuminating a
remarkably tight relationship that defies conventional wisdom. While causality remains shrouded
in  ambiguity,  our  findings  prompt  a  reevaluation  of  the  intersection  between  geopolitical
preferences and energy utilization, shedding light on the unexpected dance of political allegiance
and kerosene consumption. With this research, we spark a new conversation, igniting intrigue as
we venture into uncharted territory at the intersection of political behavior and energy dynamics.

1.  Introduction

The intertwining of political forces and energy dynamics has long piqued the curiosity of
researchers seeking to shed light on the complex relationships that underpin our global
sociopolitical landscape. In this study, we embark on a peculiar journey that ties together
votes for the Republican presidential candidate in Illinois with the enigmatic kerosene
consumption in Eritrea. This unexpected coupling raises eyebrows, prompting us to delve
into the intricacies of these seemingly unrelated phenomena.

As scholars in our respective fields, we are well aware of the myriad factors that shape
political  preferences  and  energy  usage.  However,  the  entanglement  of  these  specific
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variables is as surprising as finding a light switch in a dark room; it illuminates the need
to reevaluate our traditional understanding of the interplay between disparate domains. To
address this curiosity, we have meticulously analyzed data spanning nearly three decades,
employing robust statistical methodologies to unravel the enigma that lies at the nexus of
Republican support and kerosene consumption.

Our investigation takes us down unexpected paths, akin to stumbling upon a hidden trail
in a dense forest. The emergence of a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.9245507
and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 reveals a connection that is as
bright  and  unmistakable  as  a  beacon  in  the  darkness.  As  we  meander  through  the
complexities of our findings, we remain poised to steer clear of premature causational
assumptions,  recognizing that  correlation does not necessarily  imply causation,  in the
same way that a lit match does not cause the sun to rise.

The implications of our discoveries extend beyond mere statistical fascination, much like
an unexpected bonfire illuminating a midnight gathering. They prompt us to delve deeper
into  the  intricate  dance  of  political  allegiance  and  energy  utilization,  inviting  us  to
explore  the  interplay  of  geopolitical  preferences  and  resource  consumption  with  a
renewed sense of curiosity. Our journey also underscores the importance of remaining
open to unconventional connections, much like stumbling upon a surprising quirk in an
ancient map that leads to uncharted territories.

In the pages that follow, we offer a luminescent account of our analytical journey, hoping
to spark not only further research but also the imagination of our readers as we venture
into  the  illuminating,  albeit  unexpected,  intersection  of  political  behavior  and energy
dynamics.

2.  Literature Review

The authors begin this literature review by examining the work of reputable scholars who
have delved into the fascinating world of political behavior and energy consumption at
the intersection of geopolitics. Smith (2015) presents a comprehensive analysis of voting
patterns in the Midwest, shedding light on the underlying factors that drive support for
Republican candidates in Illinois. In a similarly enlightening vein, Doe (2018) dissects
the  complex  socio-economic  dynamics  of  resource  utilization  in  developing  nations,
offering a nuanced exploration of kerosene consumption in Eritrea. Building upon these
foundations, Jones (2020) synthesizes the disparate strands of political  allegiance and
energy utilization, setting the stage for our own foray into this captivating territory.

Turning to non-fiction books, "Energy and Politics" by Green (2017) provides a thought-
provoking examination of the intertwining forces of political decision-making and energy
policies, offering valuable insights that resonate with the central themes of our research.
Furthermore,  "Global  Trends in Kerosene Market"  by Blue (2019) sheds light  on the
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intricate dynamics of kerosene consumption across regions, laying a groundwork for the
unexpected linkage we are unraveling.

Expanding  our  literary  scope  to  the  realm  of  fiction,  the  evocative  work  of  A.
Lightbringer's  "The  Illuminated  Vote"  captures  the  existential  struggle  of  a  political
campaign manager grappling with the enigmatic allure of a kerosene lantern in a distant
land, symbolizing the illumination of his candidate's prospects on the eve of an election.
Similarly, the enigmatic tales of E. Flicker's "Kerosene Chronicles" transport readers to a
world where the flickering flame of a kerosene lamp becomes a metaphor for the political
intrigue and power struggles in a small Illinois town.

Venturing  into  the  realm  of  social  media,  a  tweet  by  @VoteLightGiver  draws  a
captivating parallel between the fervent support for a political candidate and the burning
desire for a reliable kerosene supply in rural communities, suggesting a deeply ingrained
connection that extends beyond mere statistical correlations.

As we journey through this literature review, we are reminded of the captivating dance of
illumination that shapes the intricate tapestry of human behavior, and we are poised to
uncover  the unexpected revelations  that  lie  at  the juncture of  political  allegiance and
energy dynamics.

3.  Research Approach

To unravel the mysterious entanglement between votes for the Republican presidential
candidate in Illinois and kerosene consumption in Eritrea, our research team embarked on
a journey that was as convoluted as finding a needle in a haystack and as illuminating as
a fireworks display on a starry night. We harnessed data from the MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information Administration, diligently
scouring  the  internet  for  relevant  information  like  archeologists  unearthing  ancient
treasures.

Our analysis spanned the years from 1994 to 2020, a time frame that witnessed the ever-
changing tides of political fervor and the ebb and flow of energy usage patterns. Using a
mix  of  statistical  methods  ranging  from straightforward  regression  analyses  to  more
complex time series modeling, we teased out insights from the data with the precision of
a detective solving a perplexing case.

The  relationship  between  Republican  votes  in  Illinois  and  kerosene  consumption  in
Eritrea was quantified using rigorous statistical tools, akin to measuring the brightness of
distant  stars  with  sophisticated  telescopes.  The  resulting  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9245507  and  a  p-value  less  than  0.01  emerged  like  a  shining  beacon  in  the  fog,
revealing a remarkably tight connection that defied traditional expectations, much like
discovering a bustling city in the midst of a desert.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



In  order  to  further  navigate  through  the  intricacies  of  our  findings,  we implemented
sensitivity analyses to ensure the robustness of our results, much like double-checking the
accuracy of a treasure map before setting off on an expedition to uncover buried riches.
This  meticulous  approach  allowed  us  to  navigate  the  complex  terrain  of  causality,
acknowledging that correlation does not necessarily imply causation, in the same way
that finding a lost sock under the bed doesn't mean it  caused the laundry machine to
malfunction.

Moreover, to account for potential confounding variables and spurious relationships that
could cloud our insights, we conducted supplementary analyses akin to untangling a knot
of  wires,  ensuring  that  our  conclusions  remained  as  clear  as  day.  As  we  journeyed
through this uncharted territory, our methodology served as a trusty compass, guiding us
through the unexpected connections that emerged from our investigation and shedding
light on the enigmatic intersection of political behavior and energy dynamics.

In the pages  that  follow,  we offer  a  detailed account  of our methodological  odyssey,
paving the way for future explorations into the intriguing nexus of Republican support
and kerosene consumption, much like a trail of breadcrumbs leading to new realms of
inquiry.

4.  Findings

The analysis of the relationship between votes for the Republican presidential candidate
in Illinois and kerosene consumption in Eritrea revealed a startling correlation coefficient
of 0.9245507, with an r-squared value of 0.8547941 and a p-value less than 0.01. This
luminous correlation suggests a remarkably tight relationship between the two variables,
defying conventional expectations and leaving us more illuminated than a lighthouse on a
dark night.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) showcases this luminous association, painting a vivid picture of
the unexpectedly strong link between these seemingly unrelated variables. It is as if a
spotlight has been cast upon a stage, revealing a surprising performance in the theater of
statistical relationships. The data points dance in tandem, as if performing a meticulously
choreographed routine, leaving us not only bewildered but also in awe of this unexpected
synchronization.

Our  findings  shed  light  on  the  intricate  union  of  political  preferences  and  energy
consumption, sparking a renewed interest in unraveling the underlying mechanisms at
play. While we exercise caution against prematurely assuming causation, the strength of
this correlation beckons us to delve deeper into the enigmatic connection, much like a
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captivating mystery novel that compels its readers to turn page after page in anticipation
of the next revelation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This unexpected convergence, akin to discovering a rainbow in the midst of a storm,
underscores the importance of remaining vigilant for unanticipated relationships in the
vast landscape of data analysis. Our research not only uncovers this unlikely correlation
but also ignites a flame of curiosity, urging further exploration into the intersection of
political behavior and energy dynamics. Just as a single spark can kindle a grand bonfire,
our findings have the potential to illuminate a path towards a deeper understanding of the
interplay between geopolitical inclinations and resource utilization.

5.  Discussion on findings

The unearthed correlation  between votes  for  the Republican  presidential  candidate  in
Illinois and kerosene consumption in Eritrea has illuminated a path towards a deeper
understanding of the interplay between geopolitical inclinations and resource utilization,
much like a kerosene lamp piercing through the darkness. Our findings not only shed
light on this unlikely correlation but also ignite curiosity, urging further exploration into
this unexpected relationship.

Revisiting the literature review, it is intriguing to note the incorporation of seemingly
whimsical  works  such  as  "The  Illuminated  Vote"  and  "Kerosene  Chronicles."  The
existential struggle of a political campaign manager grappling with the enigmatic allure
of  a  kerosene  lantern  in  a  distant  land  resonates  with  our  findings,  metaphorically
capturing the  illuminating  bond between political  support  and kerosene consumption.
Furthermore, the captivating parallel drawn in a tweet between the fervent support for a
political  candidate  and  the  burning  desire  for  a  reliable  kerosene  supply  in  rural
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communities takes on a more substantial meaning in light of our statistically significant
results.

Our findings align with previous research by Smith and Doe, who separately delved into
the  enthralling  worlds  of  voting  patterns  in  the  Midwest  and  resource  utilization  in
developing  nations.  The  unexpectedly  strong  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9245507,
accompanied by the r-squared value of 0.8547941 and a p-value less than 0.01, fortifies
the intriguing hypothesis that there is, indeed, a remarkably tight relationship between
votes for the Republican presidential candidate in Illinois and kerosene consumption in
Eritrea.  Similarly,  the  teasing  mention  of  "The  Illuminated  Vote"  and  "Kerosene
Chronicles" in the literature review finds a tangible parallel in our findings, underscoring
the  profundity  of  this  connection  that  transcends  geographical  boundaries  and  socio-
political contexts.

The unexpectedly strong link between these seemingly unrelated variables, as depicted in
the vivid scatterplot, beckons us to delve deeper into the underlying mechanisms at play.
While causality remains shrouded in mystery, our results prompt a reevaluation of the
intersection between geopolitical  inclinations and resource utilization.  As we navigate
through this enigmatic territory, akin to deciphering an ancient manuscript, our findings
propel us to shine a torchlight into the depths of this unusual relationship. There is an
uncanny beauty in the dance of statistical relationships that leaves us not only bewildered
but  also  in  awe  of  this  unexpected  synchronization,  much  like  stumbling  upon  a
captivating mystery novel that compels its readers to turn page after page in anticipation
of the next revelation.

In light of our research, we spark a new conversation and illuminate a path towards a
deeper  understanding  of  the  intricate  union  of  political  preferences  and  energy
consumption.  This  study not  only uncovers  an unlikely  correlation but  also ignites  a
flame of curiosity, urging further exploration into the intersection of political behavior
and energy dynamics. Much like a single spark kindling a grand bonfire, our findings
have  the  potential  to  illuminate  a  path  towards  a  more  nuanced  appreciation  of  the
interplay between geopolitical inclinations and resource utilization.

6.  Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  brought  to  light  an  unexpected  and  thoroughly
illuminating  connection  between  votes  for  the  Republican  presidential  candidate  in
Illinois and kerosene consumption in Eritrea. The remarkably tight correlation coefficient
of 0.9245507, coupled with a p-value of less than 0.01, casts a radiance that rivals a
supernova, captivating our attention and igniting an unparalleled sense of curiosity. This
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unexpected  relationship  challenges  conventional  wisdom,  much  like  a  magician  who
defies the laws of nature with a remarkable sleight of hand.

As we bask in the glow of our findings, we must exercise caution against leaping to
causal conclusions, for correlation, as we are keenly aware, does not imply causation. It is
akin to mistaking the flicker of a firefly for the radiance of the sun. Nevertheless, the
sheer luminosity of this correlation beckons for further exploration, as if a treasure map
has been unfurled, revealing uncharted territories ripe for scholarly investigation.

Our journey into this unexpected convergence serves as a testament to the unfathomable
intricacies of statistical relationships. It compels us to embrace the unexpected, much as
one would welcome an unforeseen rainbow on an overcast day.

In light of these findings, we assert that no further research is needed in this area. The
glow of knowledge we have illuminated in this paper stands as a beacon, guiding fellow
researchers away from this path and toward other unexplored frontiers. Just as a lantern
shines brightly to guide travelers through the darkest of nights, our research stands as a
testament to the limitless possibilities that await those who dare to unravel the enigmatic
connections that lie within the vast expanse of data analysis.
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