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Abstract

In this study, we delved into the intriguing connection between the popularity of the first name
Adeline and votes for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in North Carolina. Drawing data from
the US Social  Security Administration and the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard
Dataverse, we sought to unravel this enigmatic relationship. Our research, driven by a curiosity
that some might call whimsical, spanned from the year 1976 to 2020, capturing a rich tapestry of
electoral  dynamics,  but  of  course,  not  without  a  dash of  name-related whimsy.  Our  findings
revealed  a  staggering  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9201124  and  a  p-value  less  than  0.01,
suggesting  a  robust  statistical  relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the  name  Adeline  and
support for the Libertarian Party in North Carolina over the years. Indeed, the numbers were quite
striking, much like a particularly sharp dad joke. While it's too early to speculate on causation, we
cannot help but wonder if there's a compelling tale to be told about the name Adeline and her
political alliances. This research sheds light  on the delightful,  albeit  unexpected,  intersections
between nomenclature and political inclinations, prompting us to ponder whether an "Adeline
Effect" may be in play. As we present our findings, we hope the reader appreciates the gravity of
our work, much like an invisible force that pulls one towards a well-timed quip. The results not
only underline the significance of considering the peculiarities of human behavior in electoral
choices but also highlight the joy of uncovering amusing correlations, not unlike stumbling upon
a perfectly timed dad joke.

1.  Introduction

"The  name's  Adeline,  but  you  can  call  me  Libertarian"  -  An  Exploration  of  Name
Popularity and Political Leanings in North Carolina

In the world of academia, serendipity often plays a curious role, leading researchers down
unexpected paths. Our interest in the connection between the popularity of the first name
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Adeline and voting behavior for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in North Carolina
was sparked by a chance encounter with a group of statisticians discussing baby name
trends  and  political  affiliations  over  a  cup  of  coffee.  Little  did  we  know  that  this
whimsical conversation would lead us to embark on a statistical journey that would raise
eyebrows and evoke an occasional chuckle.

The intersection of nomenclature and political inclinations has long been a subject of
fascination, much like a good dad joke at a family gathering. While some may view the
union of these two realms as mere happenstance, we, as researchers, could not resist the
opportunity to investigate whether there might be a peculiar correlation hidden within the
data, akin to a punchline waiting to be delivered.

As we delved into the depths of our research, we found ourselves navigating through the
labyrinthine corridors of the US Social Security Administration's archives of baby names
and the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, where electoral data
awaited our scrutiny. The years 1976 to 2020 became our canvas, and the peculiar dance
between the name Adeline and voter preferences in North Carolina, our muse. It was a
journey marked by charts, graphs, and the occasional musings on the whimsy of human
behavior, not unlike a comedian testing out new material to an unsuspecting audience.

Our initial findings exposed a correlation coefficient of 0.9201124 and a p-value less than
0.01, a revelation that beckoned us to consider the possibility of an enigmatic "Adeline
Effect" at play. The numbers dazzled us, much like a perfectly timed dad joke that leaves
one grinning in amusement. While this correlation doesn't imply causation - much to our
disappointment - it does invite us to ponder the intriguing narrative that may underlie the
statistical relationship we stumbled upon.

As we proceeded with our analysis, it became increasingly apparent that our quest was
not  merely  an  exercise  in  numerical  gymnastics,  but  a  whimsical  exploration  of  the
entertaining and unexpected intersections that can be found within spheres as diverse as
names and political  allegiances.  Our research is  a testament to the joy of uncovering
correlations that  prompt a  gleeful  "Aha!"  moment,  not unlike the satisfaction derived
from a well-timed dad joke that catches one off guard.

In presenting our  findings,  we hope to convey the gravity of our work,  much like a
magician revealing the workings of an intricate illusion, albeit with the occasional comic
relief  befitting a  well-crafted  pun.  Our exploration into  the "Adeline Effect"  offers  a
glimpse into the intricate tapestry of human idiosyncrasies and electoral dynamics, all
while reminding us of the delightful and unexpected facets of research, akin to a well-
timed dad joke amid a serious conversation.

As we invite the reader to accompany us through this whimsical journey of statistical
intrigue, we are reminded of the old adage: "Statistics are like a bikini. What they reveal
is suggestive, but what they conceal is vital." Just like a good dad joke, our findings may
raise a smile and perhaps a thoughtful stroke of the chin.
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2.  Literature Review

The phenomenon of the name Adeline and its possible influence on political behavior
presents a truly intriguing conundrum, akin to a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an
enigma, or perhaps more appropriately, a pun waiting to be delivered at a family dinner
table. While this subject matter may seem far-fetched at first glance, our research has
uncovered a web of connections that leaves one both perplexed and amused, much like a
cleverly executed dad joke.

In "Name Trends and Electoral Dynamics: A Statistical Analysis," Smith and Doe delve
into the fascinating intersection of nomenclature and voter behavior in the United States.
Their rigorous examination of baby name popularity and political inclinations sheds light
on the subtle, yet captivating correlations that can be unraveled from seemingly disparate
datasets. Our own foray into this peculiar realm, much like a quirky dad joke, has left us
pondering the intricate dance between the name Adeline and support for the Libertarian
Party in North Carolina.

Jones et al., in their seminal work "The Art of Political Punning," emphasize the playful
nature of linguistic wit in shaping public discourse and political engagement. While their
focus may not be directly tied to baby names and electoral preferences, the underlying
theme of wit  and humor resonates deeply with our own investigation into the quirky
relationship between the name Adeline and Libertarian votes. It's as if the data itself is
whispering a cheeky one-liner to us, compelling us to unravel its underlying punchline.

On the  more  lighthearted  side,  "The Big  Book of  Dad Jokes  and Political  Puns"  by
Punmaster  Punderful  offers  a  delightful  compilation  of  wordplay  that  highlights  the
amusing juxtaposition of names and political quips. While not a scholarly work in the
traditional  sense,  the  book's  humor  strikes  a  chord  with  our  own exploration  of  the
Adeline-Libertarian connection, reminding us that even the most unexpected correlations
can harbor a touch of whimsy, not unlike a well-timed dad joke.

Turning to fictional literature, "Atlas Shrugged" by Ayn Rand and "The Fountainhead" by
the same author provide not only a philosophical backdrop for understanding political
ideologies but also an unexpected nod to the relevance of names in forging ideological
allegiances.  While  the  works  of  Rand  are  more  concerned  with  Objectivism  and
individualism, the subtle interplay of character names and political ideals evokes a sense
of  whimsy not  unlike the unexpected connection we've uncovered between the name
Adeline and Libertarian votes.

"Infinite Jest" by David Foster Wallace and "Catch-22" by Joseph Heller, though known
for their  intricate narratives and incisive social  commentary,  carry an undercurrent of
absurd humor that resonates with our own statistical musings. As we contemplate the
interplay between a simple name and political orientation, the wit and charm embedded
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in these literary works serve as a gentle reminder that even the most serious subjects can
harbor an element of levity, not unlike a well-crafted dad joke delivered with impeccable
timing.

Taking a more unconventional turn, "SpongeBob SquarePants" and "Peppa Pig" present
themselves as unlikely sources of inspiration in our research journey. While ostensibly
children's cartoons,  the colorful characters and quirky interactions within these shows
offer  a  refreshing  reminder  of  the  unexpected  delight  that  can  stem  from  the  most
unlikely  of  sources,  much like  stumbling upon a  dad joke in  a  scholarly journal  -  a
welcome surprise that brings a smile to one's face amidst the seriousness of academic
discourse.

3.  Research Approach

To unearth the mysterious connection between the popularity of the first name Adeline
and votes for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in North Carolina, our research team
embarked on a journey as captivating and full of unexpected twists as a classic dad joke.
Leveraging data from the US Social Security Administration and the MIT Election Data
and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, we navigated through the digital labyrinth of baby
names  and  electoral  statistics  from 1976  to  2020,  akin  to  intrepid  explorers  seeking
treasures of statistical significance amidst the data deluge.

The first step in our convoluted yet oddly delightful methodology involved poring over
the  voluminous  archives  of  the  US  Social  Security  Administration,  much  akin  to
searching for  a  needle  in  a  haystack,  albeit  a  needle  named Adeline.  The frequency
distribution  of  the  name  Adeline  over  the  selected  timeframe  was  meticulously
scrutinized,  parsed,  and  analyzed,  much  like  a  connoisseur  savoring  the  layers  of  a
complex dad joke. This process allowed us to discern trends in the adoption of the name,
uncovering its undulating popularity with the precision of a comedic timing.

Simultaneously,  we  scrutinized  the  voter  preferences  for  the  Libertarian  Presidential
candidate in North Carolina, meticulously extracting and sifting through electoral data
with a diligence befitting a professional detective uncovering clues, or a dad seeking the
punchline of a long-winded joke. This exhaustive data-mining endeavor provided us with
a rich tapestry of electoral dynamics, painting a vivid picture of political leanings within
the state and setting the stage for the grand reveal of our statistical findings.

To establish a robust correlation between the popularity of the name Adeline and support
for  the  Libertarian  Party,  we  performed  a  rigorous  statistical  analysis,  employing
advanced  tools  that  could  discern  patterns  with  the  precision  of  a  well-crafted  pun.
Through the application of correlation coefficients and p-values, we sought to unravel the
enigmatic relationship between nomenclature and political inclinations, akin to a comedic
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magician attempting to unveil the secrets behind an enthralling illusion or a dad trying to
stifle a chuckle while setting up a joke.

The correlation coefficient and p-value emerged as the shining stars of our methodology,
serving as beacons of statistical significance amidst the sea of data. The magnitude of the
correlation coefficient left us as pleasantly surprised as a well-timed dad joke, while the
p-value  spurred  exhilaration  akin  to  the  anticipation  of  a  punchline  that  promises
uproarious laughter. These statistical measures illuminated the compelling nature of the
relationship between the popularity of the name Adeline and votes for the Libertarian
Presidential candidate, capturing the essence of our research with a whimsy that only a
dad joke connoisseur could appreciate.

In summary, our methodology can be likened to a meandering yet purposeful journey
through the landscapes of data,  guided by the twin compasses of statistical  rigor and
name-related curiosity - a journey that ultimately led us to the captivating nexus between
Adeline and Libertarian leanings in North Carolina. With the methodological stage set,
our  findings  promise to  unfold with the charm of a  well-timed dad joke,  captivating
readers and invoking a sense of statistical delight.

4.  Findings

Our investigation into the connection between the popularity of the name Adeline and
votes for the Libertarian Presidential candidate in North Carolina yielded a correlation
coefficient of 0.9201124, indicating a remarkably strong positive relationship. It seems
that the name Adeline may have a certain libertarian charm in the Tar Heel State, not
unlike a dad joke that always manages to get a chuckle.

The r-squared value of 0.8466068 further reinforced the robustness of the relationship.
This  suggests  that  approximately  84.7% of  the  variation  in  votes  for  the  Libertarian
candidate  can  be  explained  by  the  popularity  of  the  name  Adeline.  This  is  quite
impressive, much like hearing a dad joke that actually elicits genuine laughter from the
entire room.

Moreover,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provided  strong  evidence  against  the  null
hypothesis,  indicating that  the observed correlation is  unlikely to  be a mere fluke.  It
seems that  the connection between the name Adeline and support  for  the Libertarian
Party  in  North  Carolina  transcends  mere  coincidence  and  delves  into  the  realm  of
statistical significance, not unlike a well-timed dad joke that leaves an entire room in
stitches.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Figure  1  depicts  the  scatterplot  illustrating  the  pronounced  correlation  between  the
popularity of the name Adeline and votes for the Libertarian presidential candidate in
North Carolina. The data points form a compelling pattern, akin to the setup and delivery
of a classic dad joke that never fails to elicit amusement.

It is evident from the results of our investigation that there exists a compelling statistical
relationship between the name Adeline and the political preferences of voters in North
Carolina. While the precise reasons for this correlation remain to be fully elucidated, the
evidence points to a fascinating intersection of nomenclature and political inclinations,
akin to stumbling upon a witty dad joke that perfectly fits the context.

5.  Discussion on findings

The results of our study provide compelling evidence for a robust statistical relationship
between the popularity of the name Adeline and votes for the Libertarian Presidential
candidate in North Carolina. This surprising connection mirrors the unexpected punchline
of  a  well-crafted  dad  joke  -  it  catches  you  off  guard,  yet  leaves  you  nodding  in
recognition of its peculiar charm.

Our  findings  align  with  prior  research  that  has  delved  into  the  intriguing  interplay
between nomenclature and voter behavior. Smith and Doe's examination of baby name
popularity and political inclinations, reminiscent of a carefully constructed dad joke, laid
the  foundation  for  understanding  the  subtle  yet  captivating  correlations  that  can  be
unraveled  from  seemingly  disparate  datasets.  Our  own  exploration,  much  like  a
triumphant  dad joke,  has reinforced the notion that  there may indeed be an "Adeline
Effect" at play in shaping political alliances.

The  pronounced  correlation  coefficient  and  r-squared  value  in  our  study  echo  the
sentiment  of  a  well-timed  dad joke  that  garners  resounding laughter.  These  statistics
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suggest that a substantial portion of the variation in votes for the Libertarian candidate
can be elucidated by the popularity  of the name Adeline,  akin to a  joke that  always
manages to hit the mark. The p-value further solidifies the significance of our findings,
demonstrating  that  the  observed  correlation  is  not  a  whimsical  fluke  but  rather  a
meaningful  and substantial  connection,  not  unlike  a  perfectly  executed  dad joke  that
leaves listeners in stitches.

Our  results  underscore  the  delightful,  albeit  unexpected,  intersections  between
nomenclature and political  inclinations,  prompting us to ponder whether the "Adeline
Effect"  wielded  its  influence  over  the  political  landscape  of  North  Carolina.  This
revelation adds a touch of whimsy to the gravity of our work - in a manner not unlike that
of an expertly timed dad joke that effortlessly lightens the mood.

As we contemplate the broader implications of our findings, we must exercise caution in
attributing  causality  to  this  correlation.  While  our  research  has  shed  light  on  the
surprising relationship between the name Adeline and support for the Libertarian Party in
North Carolina, uncovering the underlying mechanisms driving this connection is a task
that calls for rigorous investigation. In the spirit of a well-crafted dad joke, our study
invites  further  exploration  into  the  nuanced  dynamics  of  human  behavior  and  the
potential influences that names may exert on political preferences.

The confluence of the name Adeline and Libertarian votes in North Carolina presents a
captivating enigma, akin to the setup of a thought-provoking dad joke that leaves one
eagerly anticipating its clever resolution. While our study has made significant strides in
unraveling this intriguing correlation, the lighthearted nature of our findings serves as a
gentle reminder that even in the realm of academic research,  a touch of whimsy can
uncover unexpected delights, much like stumbling upon a well-timed dad joke that brings
a smile to the face of an unsuspecting audience.

6.  Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  unveiled  a  remarkably  robust  statistical  relationship
between the popularity of the name Adeline and support for the Libertarian Party in North
Carolina. It appears that the name Adeline carries an almost magical appeal for those
inclined towards libertarian ideals – talk about a name with "political pull"! Our findings
not only underscore the significance of considering quirky human tendencies in electoral
choices but also highlight the joy of unraveling amusing correlations - much like a dad
joke that catches you off guard, leaving you smiling despite yourself.

The  "Adeline  Effect"  we've  uncovered  serves  as  a  testament  to  the  intriguing
intersections of nomenclature and political inclinations, reminding us that statistics can
often lead us to unexpected discoveries, much like a good dad joke that comes out of

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



nowhere.  While  we  resist  the  temptation  to  name  this  phenomenon  the  "Libertarian
Adeline", one can't help but ponder the implications of this delightful correlation.

With these amusing and thought-provoking findings, it’s clear that further examination of
the  "Adeline  Effect"  in  other  states  and  even  in  international  contexts  could  yield
intriguing insights. Nevertheless, it’s safe to say that we’ve certainly made a dad joke's
worth of puns and connections in this research. As we reflect on our journey, we are
inclined to assert that no more research is needed in this area, unless, of course, you've
got a pressing need for another dad joke!
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