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Abstract

In this study, we explore the curious correlation between
the popularity of the first name Lionel and the votes for
Libertarian presidential candidates in the state of Oregon.
By combing through data  from the  US Social  Security
Administration and the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  we  uncovered  a  rather
astonishing  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8985547  with  a
statistically  significant  p-value  of  <0.01  for  the  years
1980 to  2020.  Our  findings  not  only shed  light  on  the
influence  of  names  on  political  preferences  but  also
provide striking evidence of the quirky connections that
can exist in the world of elections. So, next time you meet
someone  named  Lionel,  you  might  want  to  ask  them
about their stance on libertarianism!

1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The world of politics has always had its fair share of
oddities,  from the  colorful  characters  who  vie  for
power  to  the  peculiar  voting  patterns  that  can
confound  even  the  most  seasoned  analysts.
However,  amidst  this  cacophony  of  political
quirkiness, one particularly unusual correlation has
emerged,  offering  a  delightful  blend  of  statistical
peculiarity  and  linguistic  charm:  the  connection
between the popularity of the first name Lionel and
votes for  Libertarian presidential  candidates  in  the
great state of Oregon.

As researchers delving into the intricacies of human
behavior  and  decision-making,  we  have  often
encountered unexpected correlations and curiosities
that defy conventional wisdom. But few phenomena
have captured our attention quite like the delightful
dance between the name Lionel and the libertarian
leanings of Oregonians. It's as if the spirit of liberty
and individualism carried by  the  name Lionel  has
cast  a  spell,  swaying  the  voting  decisions  of  a
particular swath of the population.

Our  exploration  of  this  enchanting  correlation  has
taken us on a whimsical journey through databases,
statistical  analyses,  and  mirthful  musings.  As  we
unravel  the  quirky  connections  between
nomenclature  and  political  preferences,  we  invite
you to join us in this lighthearted romp through the
land of unexpected correlations – where the power
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of a name and the sway of political ideology meet in
a delightful waltz of statistical significance.

So, buckle up and prepare for a scholarly ride filled
with  quirk,  wit,  and  some  eyebrow-raising
revelations.  After  all,  in  the  realm  of  politics  and
human behavior, expectation is often led astray by
the wily antics of statistical surprises. And speaking
of surprises, who would have thought that a certain
name  could  hold  such  sway  over  political
inclinations? Let's dive into the world of Lionel and
libertarians, where the whimsical and the empirical
converge in a merry dance of data and drollery.

2. Literature Review

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  connection  between  names  and  political
preferences has been a subject of scholarly inquiry
for decades, with researchers seeking to untangle the
intricate  web  of  linguistic  influence  on  voter
behavior. Smith et al. (2010) delved into the nuances
of  name-based  correlations  in  their  seminal  work,
"Names  and  Numbers:  Exploring  the  Surprising
Impact  of  Nomenclature  on  Political  Leanings,"
uncovering intriguing patterns that hint at the subtle
sway of nomenclature on electoral choices. Building
upon  this  foundation,  Doe  (2015)  explored  the
influence of names on political affiliations in "The
Lexicon  of  Liberty:  Linguistic  Signifiers  and
Political  Predispositions,"  shedding  light  on  the
curious interplay between naming and ideology.

However, as we delve deeper into the labyrinthine
world of nomenclatural influence, one cannot help
but  encounter  the  whimsical  and  the  unexpected.
From  the  hallowed  tomes  of  non-fiction  such  as
"Freakonomics" by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J.
Dubner,  which  unravels  the  hidden  side  of
everything  including  quirky  correlations,  to  "The
Tipping  Point"  by  Malcolm  Gladwell,  where  the
author shines a light on the surprising influences that
shape human behavior, the literature is replete with
evidence of  the  marvelous and the peculiar  in  the
realm of human decision-making.

Turning our attention to the realm of fiction, where
the boundaries of reality are delightfully blurred, we
encounter titles such as "Lionel's Legacy: A Tale of
Political Intrigue and Naming Necessity" by Imma

Jest,  a  whimsical  narrative  that  weaves  a  comical
tale of a protagonist whose name holds the key to
unexpected  political  entanglements.  On  a  lighter
note, "The Libertarian's Lament" by Polly Tickle, a
satirical exploration of political quirks and foibles,
offers a delightful romp through the zany landscape
of electoral eccentricities.

In  the  realm  of  board  games,  where  strategy  and
chance collide in delightful  ways,  the influence of
names and political inclinations finds a curious echo.
From  the  thought-provoking  machinations  of
"Settlers of Catan," where players vie for resources
and build settlements in a land of shifting alliances,
to  the  whimsical  world of  "Monopoly,"  where the
pursuit  of  property  and  influence  mirrors  the
complexities of political maneuvering, the interplay
of  naming  and  decision-making  surfaces  in
unexpected places.

As we navigate this labyrinth of literary and ludic
explorations,  we  are  reminded  of  the  delightful
quirkiness that infuses the study of human behavior
and  societal  phenomena.  The  scholarly  journey,
often  marked  by  the  seriousness  of  empirical
pursuits,  can  also  lead  us  down  whimsical  paths
where  the  unexpected  and  the  absurd  converge,
illuminating  the  joyous  dance  of  statistical
significance and tongue-in-cheek revelations.

3. Methodology

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  connection  between  the
name  Lionel  and  Libertarian  voting  patterns  in
Oregon,  our  research  team embarked  on  a  joyous
escapade through a labyrinth of  data  and analysis.
Our  methodology,  much  like  a  carnival  ride  with
unexpected twists and turns, reflects the merry spirit
of our pursuit.

Data Collection:

In our quest for insight, we sought out data from the
US  Social  Security  Administration  and  the  MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse.
We cast our net wide, spanning the years from 1980
to 2020, capturing the ebbs and flows of both baby
name popularity and political preferences. Our data
collection process resembled a whimsical scavenger
hunt, skipping through digital archives and delving
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into repositories to tease out the peculiar relationship
between a name and a political penchant.

Statistical Analysis:

With our trove of data in tow, we invoked the aid of
statistical techniques that rivaled the complexities of
a magician's spell. Employing methods ranging from
correlation analyses to regression models, we sought
to  uncover  the  hidden  threads  weaving  the  name
Lionel  and  libertarian  leanings.  Our  statistical
journey was akin to navigating a maze of numbers
and probabilities, where each turn held the promise
of a surprising revelation.

Control Variables:

As  we  delved  deeper  into  our  exploration,  we
diligently considered potential  confounding factors
that  could  sway  our  findings.  Factors  such  as
demographic shifts,  societal trends, and the whims
of political  fervor were factored into our analyses.
Our  meticulous  attention  to  these  variables
resembled  the  careful  calibration  of  a  comedic
performance, ensuring that each element played its
role without overshadowing the star of our show: the
allure of Lionel and the libertarian vote.

Ethical Considerations:

In  our  mirthful  quest  for  insights,  we  remained
steadfast  in  upholding  the  principles  of  ethical
research  conduct.  The  anonymity  and  privacy  of
individuals  behind the data were safeguarded with
the utmost care, akin to safeguarding a treasure trove
of jests and jesters.

In summary,  our methodology reflects the whimsy
and  rigor  of  our  pursuit,  bending  the  rules  of
conventional research to dance to the merry tune of
Lionel and libertarians. So, with data in hand and a
sprinkle of statistical stardust, we ventured forth to
unravel  this  enchanting  correlation—one  that
promises  to  tickle  the  fancy  of  researchers  and
revelers alike.

4. Results

Our  investigation  into  the  captivating  correlation
between the prevalence of the first name Lionel and
the  allure  of  Libertarian  presidential  candidates  in
Oregon  yielded  intriguing  results.  We  found  a

remarkably  strong  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8985547, accompanied by an impressive r-squared
value of 0.8074006, and a p-value less than 0.01 for
the  time  frame  spanning  1980  to  2020.  These
numbers  don't  lie  -  they  tell  a  tale  of  statistical
significance that can't be brushed off like a bad hair
day.

Upon visual examination of the data, the scatterplot
(Fig.  1)  revealed  a  strikingly  clear  pattern,
resembling a constellation of data points dancing in
a harmonious waltz that even the most rhythmically
challenged observer  couldn't  ignore.  The  trendline
connecting the dots practically winks at you, as if to
say,  "See,  it's  not  just  a  coincidence  -  there's
something truly remarkable going on here!"

Our findings not only provide empirical evidence of
the  influence  of  nomenclature  on  political
proclivities  but  also  serve  as  a  testament  to  the
whimsical  wonders  that  can  be  unearthed  through
the lens of data analysis. It's as if the name Lionel
has been whispering its sly persuasions into the ears
of  voters,  nudging  their  political  predilections
toward the libertarian end of the spectrum.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  robustness  of  the  correlation  coefficient
suggests  a  compelling  relationship  between  the
cultural  resonance  of  the  moniker  Lionel  and  the
ideological  magnetism of Libertarian candidates in
the  state  of  Oregon.  This  correlation  opens  up  a
world  of  curious  contemplations  and  prompts  a
litany of questions, demanding to be explored with
the  same  fervor  as  one  might  dig  into  a  freshly
baked batch of Liberty cookies.
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Our  results  beckon  us  to  ponder  the  lighthearted
mysteries of nomenclature and political preferences,
teasing  us  with  the  possibility  that  there  may  be
more to a name than meets the eye. So, the next time
you encounter a Lionel in the wilds of Oregon, you
might  just  find  yourself  pondering  the  libertarian
leanings  hidden  behind  that  intriguingly  resonant
name!

5. Discussion

Our findings astoundingly align with prior research
that delved into the influence of names on political
proclivities. Smith et al. (2010) and Doe (2015) laid
the  groundwork  for  our  investigation,  and  it's
exhilarating  to  see  our  results  bolster  their
pioneering  work.  Who  would  have  thought  that
something as seemingly innocuous as a name could
hold  such  sway  over  political  leanings?  It's  like
stumbling upon a secret recipe for electoral intrigue
in a name like Lionel.

The quirky literary and ludic sources highlighted in
our  literature  review,  from  "Freakonomics"  to
"Settlers of Catan," may have seemed whimsical at
first  glance,  but  they  slyly  hinted  at  the  offbeat
connections we'd ultimately uncover. It's as if these
jesters of academia were whispering, "Look beyond
the numbers and charts - there's a whimsical world
of statistical shenanigans waiting to be unravelled!"

Our robust correlation coefficient not only serves as
tangible evidence of the name-candidate connection
but  also  beckons  us  to  embrace  the  delightful
absurdity  that  can  permeate  scientific  inquiry.  It's
akin  to  stumbling  upon  a  misplaced  whoopee
cushion at a scholarly symposium - unexpected, yet
undeniably amusing.

The correlation coefficient, like a captivating magic
trick, refuses to be dismissed as mere happenstance.
The name Lionel seems to possess a mystical ability
to influence the electoral inclinations of Oregonians,
akin  to  a  siren's  call  luring  voters  toward  the
libertarian  horizon.  It's  like  discovering  that  every
Lionel  is  secretly  equipped  with  a  political
persuader,  like  a  Trojan horse  of  libertarian ideals
disguised within an unassuming moniker.

While our investigation may elicit a chuckle or two,
it sheds light on the whimsical and the marvelous in

the  realm of  electoral  idiosyncrasies.  So,  the  next
time you're mulling over the electoral landscape of
Oregon, remember the enigmatic allure of the name
Lionel, and ponder the quirky dynamics at play in
the universe of names and political preferences. Just
a name? Perhaps. But oh, what a suggestive, tongue-
in-cheek name it is!

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  whimsical  foray  into  the
delightful dance of data and drollery has unearthed a
correlation  of  enchanting  proportions:  the
captivating connection between the name Lionel and
the siren call  of Libertarian presidential candidates
in  Oregon.  The  statistical  waltz  of  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8985547  has  left  us  positively
waltzing with wonderment.

As we wrap up our merry adventure into the land of
Lionel and libertarians, one can't help but marvel at
the interplay of whimsy and empirical evidence. It's
as  if  the  name Lionel  has  cast  a  spell,  beckoning
voters to embrace the flag of individual liberty with
each  stroke  of  the  ballot  pen.  Who  would  have
thought  that  a  name  could  hold  such  sway  over
political predilections? As for us, we find ourselves
chuckling  at  the  thought  of  a  Lionel-inspired
libertarian rally, complete with liberty-themed music
and freedom-fueled puns.

But fear not, dear readers, for our findings are not
just  a figment of statistical fancy. The data speaks
for  itself,  and  it  whispers  a  tale  of  statistical
significance that's both captivating and comical. As
we  bid  adieu  to  the  charming  correlations  of
nomenclature  and  political  proclivities,  we  must
acknowledge that our journey has been one of both
enlightenment and levity.

In the spirit of scholarly merriment, we declare that
no further research is needed in this area. The curtain
closes on our exploration of Lionel and libertarians,
leaving  behind  a  trail  of  statistical  sparkles  and
whimsical wonder. After all, where else would one
find a delightful correlation of such eccentric allure?
The world of elections never fails to surprise,  and
our findings stand as a testament to the quirky charm
that resides within the realm of statistical analysis.
So,  let  the  name  Lionel  continue  to  weave  its

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



statistical  spell,  for  in  the charming world of  data
and drollery, surprises abound aplenty.
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