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Abstract

This study investigates the potential link between American cheese consumption and voter preferences
for the Democrat Presidential candidate in Massachusetts. By utilizing data from the USDA and MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, as well as the Harvard Dataverse, our research team uncovered a
surprising correlation coefficient of 0.9685320 and p < 0.01 for the time period spanning 1990 to 2020.
Through our analysis, we provide insight into the cheesy connections that might influence political
leanings in the state. Join us in unraveling the curd-ious relationship between cheese and votes, as we
explore the gratifying impact of a gouda appetite on political preferences.
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1. Introduction

Ah, the wonderful world of politics and
cheese - two things that most people
wouldn't normally associate with each other.
However, as the saying goes, "throw
enough cheese at the wall and see what
sticks." In this case, we are throwing
American cheese consumption at the wall of
voter preferences in Massachusetts to see if
there's any correlation worth pondering.

Let's face it, political discourse can often
feel like a Swiss cheese — full of holes and
sometimes a little stinky. And what better
way to complement this political quagmire
than with a generous serving of American
cheese, known for its creamy texture and
ability to melt seamlessly into any situation.

Over the years, Massachusetts has been
a melting pot of political ideologies, with
tendencies that sometimes resemble a
bubbling fondue. It's a state where the
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electorate has been known to be as
unpredictable as a wheel of brie — one
moment Republican, the next Democrat. It's
in this environment that our investigation
unfolds.

Our study digs deep into the gooey world
of American cheese consumption and its
potential impact on voter behavior in the
Bay State. Armed with data from the USDA,
MIT Election Data and Science Lab, and the
Harvard Dataverse, we embarked on a
quest to uncover the mysterious connection
between cheese consumption and political
leanings.

So, grab a cracker, slice of cheese, and
let's venture into the cheesy labyrinth of
Massachusetts' politics as we explore the
cheddar effect on the state's Democrat
preferences. Get ready for a gouda time,
because the 'whey' we see it, this research
is 'grate-ing'!

2. Literature Review

The relationship between American cheese
consumption and voter preferences for the
Democrat  Presidential  candidate in
Massachusetts has been a topic of intrigue
and speculation for many years. Smith et al.
(2015) conducted an analysis that
suggested a potential association between
the two variables, laying the groundwork for
further investigation. Building upon Smith's
seminal work, Doe (2018) delved deeper
into the cheesy realm of electoral behavior,
uncovering intriguing patterns that hinted at
a correlation between cheese intake and
political inclinations. Jones (2020)
contributed to this line of inquiry with a study
that echoed the findings of previous
research, solidifying the idea that perhaps
there is more to the common saying "you
are what you eat" than meets the eye.

Turning to non-fiction literature, "The Big
Cheese: A History of American Dairy" by A.
Lactose (2017) provides a comprehensive

look at the cultural significance of cheese in
the United States, shedding light on its
potential role in shaping societal norms and
behaviors, including political preferences. In
a similar vein, "Curds and Votes: A Dairy-
licious Approach to Understanding Political
Movements" by B. Brie (2019) offers a
tantalizing exploration of the possible
intersections between cheese consumption
and political ideologies, serving as a source
of inspiration for our own investigation.

In the world of fiction, "The Cheddar
Chronicles” by M. Gouda (2005) takes
readers on a whimsical journey through a
land where cheese reigns supreme,
interweaving tales of political intrigue with
the savory allure of dairy products.
Meanwhile, "Feta, Fiction, and Fantasy" by
C. Monterey (2013) presents a fantastical
narrative that blurs the lines between reality
and imagination, offering a creative
perspective on the potential influence of
cheese on the political landscape.

Additionally, childhood influences have
played a role in shaping our understanding
of cheese and its impact on society. Shows
such as "Wallace and Gromit" and
"SpongeBob SquarePants," with its iconic
Krabby Patty topped with a slice of
American cheese, have ingrained in us a
deep appreciation for the lighthearted and
sometimes absurd connections between
food and culture, providing a lens through
which we view our own research endeavors.

As we navigate the sea of literature
surrounding American cheese consumption
and political preferences, it becomes
apparent that the topic is not as bland as a
slice of processed cheese. Our investigation
aims to add a sprinkle of levity to this
analytical landscape, blending the serious
pursuit of knowledge with a healthy dose of
cheesy humor.

3. Our approach & methods
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Data Collection:

Like a mouse seeking out a wedge of
cheddar in a maze, our research team
scoured the internet, sniffing out any and all
data related to American cheese
consumption and voter preferences for the
Democrat  Presidential  candidate in
Massachusetts. We prowled through the
USDA's voluminous cheese production
statistics and MIT Election Data and
Science Lab's election results with the
tenacity of a lactose-intolerant individual
seeking out dairy-free alternatives. We also
perused the Harvard Dataverse for any
digital breadcrumbs that might lead us to
the elusive intersection of cheese and
politics.

Data Analysis:

To say that our data analysis was
meticulous would be an understatement.
We meticulously sliced and diced the data
like a skilled cheesemonger, making sure to
separate the cheddar from the curds. After
conducting a detailed examination of
American cheese  consumption and
Democrat votes in Massachusetts from
1990 to 2020, we engaged in statistical
acrobatics that would make a contortionist
envious. Through the magic of correlation
analysis and regression models, we teased
out the hidden patterns and relationships
within the data, much like unraveling the
complex flavors of a fine aged cheese.

Correlation Coefficient Calculation:

Armed with our metaphorical fondue forks,
we excavated the cheese mines of data to
calculate the correlation coefficient between
American cheese consumption and votes
for the Democrat Presidential candidate in
Massachusetts. We employed the Pearson
correlation coefficient to quantify the
strength and direction of the relationship
between these two seemingly unrelated
variables. Our calculations yielded a
surprising  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9685320, with a p-value of less than 0.01.

This result left us feeling as gratified as
someone who found their grilled cheese
perfectly golden brown and crispy.

Statistical Significance Testing:

With a statistical significance level of p <
0.01, we confidently assert that the
observed correlation between American
cheese  consumption and Democrat
Presidential candidate votes in
Massachusetts is about as significant as a
20-pound wheel of artisanal cheese.
Through rigorous hypothesis testing, we
shone a spotlight on the cheese-laden path
that appears to influence political leanings in
the state.

Limitations and Delimitations:

In the spirit of transparency, we must
acknowledge that our study is not without its
holes, much like a slice of Emmental. As
with any research endeavor, our study has
limitations, including the potential for
confounding variables and the inherent
complexity of human behavior. Additionally,
our findings are specifically delimited to the
context of Massachusetts and may not be
easily extrapolated to other states or global
political arenas.

By combining the precision of a top-tier
cheesemonger and the analytical rigor of a
political scientist, we delved into the tangy
world of American cheese consumption and
its potential effects on Democrat
Presidential candidate preferences in
Massachusetts. Our methodology is as
sharp as a wedge of aged cheddar, and our
findings promise to be as satisfying as a
well-crafted cheese platter.

4. Results

The results of our investigation revealed a
remarkably strong correlation between
American cheese consumption and voter
preferences for the Democrat Presidential
candidate in Massachusetts. The correlation
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coefficient of 0.9685320 and an r-squared
value of 0.9380543 indicate a robust
relationship between these seemingly
unrelated variables, providing a 'gouda’
foundation for our findings.

The magnitude of the correlation suggests
that as American cheese consumption
increased, so did the proportion of votes for
the Democrat candidate. In other words, it
appears that as the cheesy goodness made
its way into the diets of Massachusetts
residents, their political leanings also melted
in favor of the Democrat party. This
intriguing relationship leaves us
contemplating whether it's the calcium
content or the cheesy allure that sways
voter sentiment. It seems that cheese
indeed possesses a certain ‘'brie-ght'
influence in the political arena.

Figure 1 displays the scatterplot showcasing
the striking correlation between American
cheese consumption and Democrat votes.
The steep incline of the trendline paints a
vivid picture of how the spreadable delight
of American cheese aligns with the spread
of Democrat support in the state. It's quite
the  ‘'havarti’ party when  cheese
consumption and political preferences seem
to dance together in such harmony.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The statistical significance of p < 0.01
further solidifies these findings,
underscoring the unlikelihood that this

striking relationship is a mere 'accidenti.’
Instead, it suggests a meaningful
association that merits further examination
and contemplation, just like pondering the
perfect pairing of cheese and wine.

In conclusion, our research has unraveled a
captivating connection between American
cheese consumption and voter preferences
for the Democrat Presidential candidate in
Massachusetts. It appears that the ‘grate’
American cheese may not only find its way
onto sandwiches and burgers but also into
the hearts and minds of Massachusetts
voters, influencing their political inclinations.
This study leaves us with a ‘cheddar-worthy'
observation that in the realm of politics, the
'whey' to a voter's heart might just be
through their stomach — one cheesy slice at
atime.

5. Discussion

The results of our investigation not only
reaffirm the prior research on the
relationship between American cheese
consumption and voter preferences for the
Democrat  Presidential  candidate in
Massachusetts but also add a layer of
richness to the understanding of this
intriguing correlation. As we look back at the
cheese-laden path laid out by previous
studies, it becomes apparent that our
findings stand on the shoulder of giants in
the dairy industry. The work of Smith, Doe,
and Jones — among others — has set the
cheesy stage for our own research,
emphasizing the 'gouda’ foundation upon
which our conclusions are built. It seems
that the evidence is as sharp as a well-aged
cheddar when it comes to the profound
impact of cheese on political predilections.

In our study, the significant correlation
coefficient of 0.9685320 aligns with the
previous scholarly investigations into the
dairy-politics nexus. This robust connection
provides a 'grate' validation of the earlier
work, confirming that when it comes to

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



political preferences, cheese might indeed
be more than just an innocent indulgence
but rather a silent influencer lurking in the
background. Our findings reinforce the ‘feta’
that the relationship between American
cheese consumption and voter preferences
is not merely a 'cheese-whiz' idea but a
concept that merits serious attention and
contemplation.

The statistical significance of p < 0.01
further emphasizes the 'muenster' impact of
American cheese on Democrat votes in
Massachusetts, dispelling any lingering
doubts about the meaningful nature of this
correlation. Our ‘bleu'-tiful results illustrate
the strength of the association, leaving little
'rind' for skepticism about the potential role
of cheese in shaping political alliances.
Instead, they beckon us to consider the
possibility of a ‘'brie-ghter’ future for
understanding electoral behavior through
the lens of dietary choices.

Figure 1, with its compelling depiction of the
correlation between American cheese
consumption and Democrat votes, stands
as a testament to the 'gouda' evidence
brought forth by our investigation. The
image of cheese and political inclinations
dancing together in a harmonious 'havarti'
captures the essence of our findings and
evokes a sense of ‘camembert' satisfaction
at the robustness of this relationship.

Our research, while entertaining in its
exploration of the cheesy terrain, ultimately
offers a ‘cheddar-worthy' insight into the
potential influence of American cheese
consumption on voter preferences. As we
consider the implications of these findings, it
becomes clear that the age-old aphorism
"you are what you eat" may, in fact, hold
'swiss'ting truth when it comes to shaping
political sympathies. Our study adds a slice
of 'gouda’ humor to the analytical
landscape, but underneath the surface, it
lays bare a tantalizing connection that calls
for a deeper understanding of the subtle yet

significant forces at play in the world of
politics.

In conclusion, our investigation into the
connection between American cheese
consumption and voter preferences for the
Democrat  Presidential  candidate in
Massachusetts has not only confirmed
earlier research but also added a layer of
savory significance to this emerging domain
of inquiry. Our findings tease open the
‘camembert’ of political behavior, inviting
further exploration into the ‘'whey' that
dietary choices may weave themselves into
the fabric of electoral allegiances. It's an
'‘edam' good time to be delving into the
cheesy corridors of political leanings, and
our study offers a 'brie-lliant' launching point
for future investigations into the captivating
interplay between cheese consumption and
electoral sentiments.

6. Conclusion

In the final analysis, it's clear that the
cheddar effect on Democrat preferences in
Massachusetts is no mere slice of humble
pie — it's a full-blown cheese platter of
political  significance. The  correlation
coefficient, akin to a wedge of Swiss, is full
of holes if you may, but it undeniably points
to a strong connection between American
cheese consumption and votes for the
Democrat Presidential candidate in the
state.

Our findings highlight the 'gouda’-ness of
this intriguing relationship, suggesting that
the cheese might not only stand alone but
also stand as a signifier of political
sentiment. The cheesy sway on voter
behavior may indeed be a 'mozzarella’ force
to be reckoned with, raising the 'stake' for
political campaigns to not just ‘'bleu’ our
minds but also ‘cheddar’ our hearts.

However, before we wade deeper into the
‘brie-lliant' world of cheese-infused politics,
it's crucial to acknowledge the limits of this

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



study. As much as we love a good 'feta’, we
must recognize that correlation does not
imply causation, and further research is
needed to explore the mechanisms driving
this connection. But for now, let's celebrate
this 'grate’ discovery and toast to the 'brie-
ght' future of political cheesemongering.

In parting, it seems that in the great
‘cheddar' of life, there are always 'whey's to
surprise us, and perhaps, the next time you
bite into a cheesy delight, you might just be
influencing the political landscape. With
these 'punny' anecdotes in mind, we feel
confident in declaring that there is no need
for further research in this area. It's time to
‘brie-lax’ and let these findings age like fine
cheese.
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