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Abstract

This study delves into the amusing realm of political behavior and internet search trends by investigating 
the peculiar connection between Democrat votes for Senators in Florida and the Google search query 
"stop hitting yourself". Leveraging data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, 
and Google Trends, our research team established a statistically significant correlation between the two 
seemingly unrelated variables. Our findings reveal a robust correlation coefficient of 0.8535747 with a p-
value of less than 0.05 for the time period spanning from 2004 to 2018, amusingly hinting at an 
unexpected relationship between political preferences and a whimsical online query. This revelation 
invites further exploration into the whimsical ways in which human behavior intertwines with the digital 
landscape.
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1. Introduction

The intersection of political preferences and
online behavior  has long been an area of
interest  for  researchers  seeking  to
understand the quirky and often perplexing
nature  of  human  decision-making.  In  this

study,  we  take  a  lighthearted  yet  rigorous
approach  to  explore  the  link  between
Democrat votes for Senators in Florida and
the  peculiar  Google  search  query  "stop
hitting  yourself".  While  one  might  initially
dismiss this  as a whimsical  endeavor,  our
investigation  has  unearthed  a  surprising
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correlation  that  tickles  the  funny  bone  of
statistical analysis.

The  quest  for  knowledge  often  leads
researchers  down  unexpected  paths,  and
our  journey  into  the  correlation  between
political voting patterns and the urge to utter
the  classic  childhood  taunt,  "stop  hitting
yourself",  is  no  exception.  By  leveraging
data  from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science  Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  and
Google  Trends,  we  embarked  on  a
statistical  escapade  that  revealed  a
remarkable  relationship  between  these
seemingly disparate elements.

It is well known that in the world of research,
one must be prepared for unexpected twists
and turns, and our findings certainly deliver
on  this  front.  The  robust  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8535747  with  a  p-value  of
less than 0.05 for the period from 2004 to
2018  left  our  team  both  astounded  and
amused.  This  statistically  significant
connection  uncovers  a  peculiar  dance
between  political  inclinations  and  the
inclination  to  investigate  the  act  of  self-
inflicted  admonishment  through  online
searches.

As  we embark  on  this  whimsical  odyssey
through the world of data analysis, we invite
fellow researchers to join us in  unraveling
the  intriguing  interplay  between  political
choices and the digital quest to "stop hitting
yourself". It is our hope that our findings will
not only elicit  a chuckle but also stimulate
further investigation into the peculiar  ways
in which human behavior and online queries
intertwine.

Stay tuned for the elucidation of our comical
yet  compelling  discoveries  as  we  unravel
the enigmatic entanglement of "stop hitting
yourself"  searches and Democrat  votes  in
the Sunshine State.

2. Literature Review

In  "Smith  et  al.,"  the  authors  find  that
political  behavior  and  internet  search
patterns  represent  a  noteworthy  area  of
inquiry,  particularly  in  the  context  of  voter
preferences and  online  activity.  This  initial
foray  into  the  realm  of  digital  exploration
sets the stage for our investigation into the
correlation  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators in Florida and the Google search
query "stop hitting yourself". As we dive into
the  literature  surrounding  this
unconventional  subject  matter,  it  becomes
evident  that  the  intersection  of  political
choices  and  whimsical  online  queries  is
brimming with potential for amusement and
revelatory insights.

Building on the foundation laid by "Jones et
al.," who delve into the curious relationship
between online  search  trends  and  human
behavior,  we  extend  our  examination  to
uncover  the  unexpected  association
between  political  inclination  and  the
compulsion to enquire about the act of self-
inflicted admonishment. While the scholarly
community  may  raise  an  eyebrow  at  the
initial  juxtaposition  of  these  variables,  our
findings beckon us to embrace the delightful
absurdity of statistical investigation.

Turning  to  non-fiction  works,  "The  Google
Story" by David A. Vise and Mark Malseed
and  "The  Big  Sort:  Why the Clustering  of
Like-Minded  America  is  Tearing  Us  Apart"
by Bill Bishop offer valuable insights into the
realms  of  internet  search  dynamics  and
political  polarization,  respectively.  In  the
fictional  domain,  the  whimsical  worlds
portrayed  in  "Alice's  Adventures  in
Wonderland"  by  Lewis  Carroll  and  "Brave
New  World"  by  Aldous  Huxley  provide  a
lens  through  which  to  appreciate  the
enigmatic  interplay  between  human
proclivities and the digital landscape.

Our  pursuit  of  unorthodox  correlations
extends  beyond  the confines  of  traditional
literature, as social media posts have also
caught  our  attention.  A  tweet  by
@PoliticalPunster  speculating  on  the
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potential  nexus  between  political  ideology
and whimsical search queries adds a playful
touch  to  our  investigation.  Quips  and
musings on online forums contribute to the
lighthearted  atmosphere  that  infuses  our
scholarly pursuit, propelling us into a realm
of  scholarly  exploration  where  the
unexpected reigns supreme.

3. Our approach & methods

To commence our zany exploration into the
connection  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators in Florida and Google searches for
"stop  hitting  yourself,"  we  endeavored  to
amass a  comprehensive dataset  spanning
the  years  2004  to  2018.  Leveraging  data
from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and  Science
Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  and  Google
Trends,  our  merry  band  of  researchers
embarked  on  a  quest  to  unravel  the
perplexing  relationship  between  these
seemingly unrelated phenomena. 

Firstly, we delved into the treasure trove of
political  data  from  the  MIT  Election  Data
and Science Lab, extracting the number of
Democrat votes for Senators in Florida. This
process  involved  sifting  through  an
assortment  of  official  election  records,
ensuring that our data was as pristine as a
freshly scrubbed meme.

Subsequently, we turned our attention to the
wacky world of internet search trends using
Google Trends, where we gleefully retrieved
the search volume for the whimsical phrase
"stop hitting yourself." In this endeavor, we
took  care  to  capture  the  fluctuations  and
quirks of search behavior over the specified
time  period,  ensuring  that  our  analyses
were  as  rich  with  nuance  as  a  stand-up
comedian’s routine.

With our dataset in hand, we endeavored to
manipulate the data without getting tangled
up  in  its  idiosyncrasies.  Employing  robust
statistical techniques, we merrily calculated
correlation coefficients and p-values, all the

while being mindful of potential confounding
variables  that  might  sneak  in  like  a
punchline in a serious conversation.

Our methodology for this analysis has been
honed  to  both  entertain  and  enlighten,
recognizing  the  joyous  fusion  of  curiosity
and  good  statistical  practice.  As  we  frolic
through the labyrinth  of  data  analysis,  we
invite  fellow  researchers  to  join  us  in
untangling this web of peculiar connections
between  political  proclivities  and  the
modern-day quest to "stop hitting yourself."
With statistical models as our trusty jesters,
we set out to amuse, enlighten, and above
all  else,  uncover  the unexpected harmony
between  politics  and  the  urge  to  utter  a
timeless childhood taunt.

4. Results

Upon analyzing the data collected from the
MIT  Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,
Harvard Dataverse,  and Google Trends,  a
noteworthy  correlation  emerged  between
Democrat votes for Senators in Florida and
Google searches for "stop hitting yourself".
The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8535747
suggests  a  strong  positive  relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables, indicating that as Democrat votes
for Senators in Florida increased, so did the
volume  of  searches  for  "stop  hitting
yourself".

The r-squared value of 0.7285897 illustrates
that  approximately  73% of  the variation in
the  volume  of  "stop  hitting  yourself"
searches can be explained by changes in
Democrat votes for Senators in Florida. This
statistical  observation  is  as  surprising  as
finding  a  hidden  treasure  in  a  box  of
statistical  tools.  The  p-value  of  less  than
0.05 further strengthens the evidence for a
significant  connection,  rendering  this
correlation far more than a mere statistical
fluke – it is a statistical serendipity.
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To visually illustrate the robust relationship
discovered,  we  present  Figure  1,  a
scatterplot  depicting  the  striking  positive
correlation  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators in Florida and Google searches for
"stop hitting yourself".  The plot showcases
the intriguing dance of  data  points  across
the axis, revealing a pattern that tickles the
funny bone of statistical analysts and social
observers alike.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The statistical  correlation unearthed in this
research  presents  an  intellectually
stimulating  and  comically  perplexing
revelation.  It  challenges  conventional
wisdom  and  invites  imagination  and
curiosity to explore the lighthearted interplay
between  political  sentiments  and  the
inexplicable urge to search for admonishing
phrases online. This unexpected connection
between political behavior and a whimsical
search query serves as a reminder that in
the world of research, the most peculiar and
unexpected findings  can often lead to  the
most intriguing and illuminating insights.

This  statistical  escapade  through the data
landscape invites fellow researchers to join
in  this  whimsical  odyssey  and  further
investigate  the  enthralling  enigma  of  the
"stop  hitting  yourself"  searches  and
Democrat votes in the Sunshine State. It is
our  hope  that  these  findings  will  not  only
provoke  amusement  but  also  stimulate
scholarly curiosity and contemplation.

5. Discussion

The correlation between Democrat votes for
Senators in Florida and Google searches for
"stop hitting yourself" may seem as peculiar
as a statistical unicorn, yet our findings lend
substantial support to the prior research in
this  delightful  and  absurd  field.  The
statistical  relationship  uncovered  in  this
study aligns with the whimsical musings of
"Smith  et  al."  and  the  curious  insights  of
"Jones  et  al."—proving  that  the  nexus
between political  leanings and the urge to
seek out self-inflicted admonishment online
is not just a flight of fancy, but a statistically
significant reality.

Drawing  from  the  rich  tapestry  of  prior
literature, this study builds upon the robust
foundation  laid  by  "Smith  et  al."  in
underscoring  the  remarkable  interplay
between  political  preferences  and  online
behavior. Our results solidify the notion that
the digital realm is not merely a repository
for  serious  inquiries  but  also  a  whimsical
mirror  reflecting  the curious  inclinations  of
human nature.  The unexpected correlation
coefficient of 0.8535747 between Democrat
votes  for  Senators  in  Florida  and  Google
searches  for  "stop  hitting  yourself"  serves
as  a  whimsical  testament  to  the
interconnectedness of  seemingly  disparate
phenomena,  akin  to  stumbling  upon  a
scientific  punchline  in  the  annals  of  data
analysis.

Moreover, the r-squared value of 0.7285897
serves  as  a  playful  reminder  of  the
statistical  rigidity underpinning this comical
correlation. It provides compelling evidence
that  the  variation  in  "stop  hitting  yourself"
searches can be predominantly  elucidated
by  the  fluctuating  landscape  of  Democrat
votes for Senators in the Sunshine State. As
perplexing as decoding a cryptic statistical
quip, our findings underscore the definitive
impact of political sentiment on the volume
of online searches for self-admonishment.
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The  amusing  trajectory  of  this  research
mirrors  the  eccentricity  of  Lewis  Carroll's
"Alice's  Adventures  in  Wonderland,"  as  it
ventures into a realm governed by statistical
wonder  and  whimsicality.  The  unexpected
correlation  serves  as  a  delightful
counterpart  to  the  imaginative  worlds
crafted  by  fiction  authors,  presenting  a
statistical  quirk  that  captivates the intellect
and tickles the scholarly sensibilities.

In the realm of political intrigue, our findings
add  a  touch  of  statistical  intrigue  to  the
unfolding narrative of voter behavior, where
the act  of  casting a ballot  intertwines with
the  curious  compulsion  to  seek  out
humorous phrases online. This correlation,
far  from a statistical  oddity,  emerges as a
statistical enigma that beckons researchers,
like enthusiastic detectives, to delve deeper
into the amusing intersection of politics and
online whimsy.

Our  study  not  only  sheds  light  on  the
statistically  significant  correlation  between
Democrat votes for Senators in Florida and
Google searches for  "stop hitting yourself"
but also serves as a whimsical call to peers
and  scholars  to  embrace  the  delightful
absurdity  that  lies  concealed  within  data
patterns. The lighthearted interplay between
political preferences and online inquiries, as
revealed in this investigation, poses both an
intellectually  stimulating  conundrum and  a
statistical  riddle fit  for scholarly exploration
and contemplation.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has established
a  robust  and  statistically  significant
correlation  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators in Florida and Google searches for
"stop  hitting  yourself".  This  unexpected
finding  not  only  raises  eyebrows  but  also
elicits a chuckle, akin to stumbling upon a
statistical unicorn in a field of mundane data
points.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8535747, with a p-value of less than 0.05,

paints  a  picture  of  an  unlikely  dance
between  political  preferences  and  the
impish  urge  to  search  for  self-inflicted
admonishments online.

Our  findings  invite  a  whimsical
contemplation  of  the  interplay  between
political  inclinations  and  the  inexplicable
allure of  the phrase "stop hitting yourself".
One  cannot  help  but  ponder  whether  the
voters' internal dialogue silently echoes this
amusing refrain  as  they  cast  their  ballots.
The statistical  razzle-dazzle of  our results,
with  an  r-squared  value  of  0.7285897,
leaves us marveling at the whimsical ways
of  data  analysis,  akin  to  discovering  a
statistical pearl in an ocean of numbers.

The  lighthearted  yet  thought-provoking
nature  of  our  findings  highlights  the
delightful  unpredictability  of  research
endeavors.  Our  statistical  escapade
showcases  the  comical  yet  compelling
adventures  that  await  those  who  dare  to
explore  the  whimsical  frontiers  of  data
analysis. As we bid adieu to this statistical
romp, we assert with gusto that no further
examination  is  needed  in  this  offbeat
domain,  for  our  findings  stand  as  a
monument  to  the  delightful  and
unanticipated  correlations  that  lurk  within
the folds of data analysis.
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