
MIT-CLX-3418, astre-qh/0002228

Rallying Republican Votes and Rafael Nadal's Riches: A
Ridiculous Relationship Revealed

Chloe Horton, Austin Turner, Gina P Turnbull

The Journal of Unlikely Correlations

The Institute for Eccentric Socioeconomic Studies

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Abstract

In this paper, we investigate the kooky connection between Republican votes for Senators in New
York and the annual ATP Tour earnings of the renowned tennis legend Rafael Nadal. Using data
from MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Wikipedia, we delve into this
absurd association that has eluded scholarly inquiry until now. Our analysis reveals a surprisingly
strong correlation coefficient of 0.9716875 and p < 0.01 for the period spanning from 2002 to
2018, leaving us scratching our heads in amazement. We unpack the statistical silliness behind
this relationship, providing a hilariously unexpected twist in understanding the interplay between
seemingly unrelated phenomena. So, gather 'round fellow scholars, as we serve up a volley of
whimsical findings and serve-and-volley inferences!

1.  Introduction

In the grand arena of statistical analysis, where researchers wield their calculators like
rackets and data points fly like tennis balls, the unexpected often serves up the most
compelling narratives. In this paper, we undertake the audacious task of unraveling the
bizarre entanglement between Republican votes for Senators in New York and the annual
ATP Tour earnings of none other than the king of the clay courts – Rafael Nadal. Who
would  have  thought  that  political  preferences  and  professional  tennis  triumphs  could
share a court, let alone engage in a fierce match of correlation?

It is a curious and comical conundrum indeed, one that piques the interest of scientists
and statisticians alike. As we dive into this delightful dalliance of numbers and narratives,
let us first serve up a bit of context. The state of New York, a hotbed of political fervor
and fervent fandom, has been a bastion of Republican support in select electoral contests.
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Meanwhile, Rafael Nadal, the relentless Spanish tennis titan, has amassed a fortune fit for
a king through his prowess on the ATP Tour. 

With a  wink and a  nod to scholarly tradition,  we brandish our statistical  tools –  the
proverbial racket of regression analysis and the net of null hypothesis testing – to take a
swing at illuminating this perplexing partnership. Is it a mere statistical fluke, a fantastic
farce, or a fundamentally novel finding? This is the scientific showmanship we endeavor
to unpack with a dash of academic whimsy and a volley of verifiable verve.

Together, let us embark on this improbable yet irresistible inquiry, as we prepare to volley
from the scientific baseline of skepticism to the forecourt of revelatory reasoning. With a
bit of jest and a serve of statistical rigor, we present our findings that may just ace the test
of scholarly scrutiny, even as we marvel at the whimsy of the world and the weirdness of
data. Let the games begin!

2.  Literature Review

To comprehend the uproarious union between Republican votes for Senators in New York
and the staggering annual ATP Tour earnings of the indefatigable Rafael Nadal, we must
first peruse the literature, plucking nuggets of statistical insight along the way. Smith et
al.  (2015) peeled back the layers of political preferences in New York, unearthing the
intriguing dynamics of conservative constituencies in the state. Doe and Jones (2018)
waded into the roiling waters of professional sports economics, shedding light on the
fiscal fortunes of tennis titans and their meteoric rise to financial glory.

The laudable literature also ushers us into the whimsical world of non-fiction tomes,
where "Freakonomics" by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner takes us on a waltz
through the dance of inexplicable correlations, and "The Success Equation" by Michael
Mauboussin  regales  us  with  tales  of  improbable  statistical  relationships  that  defy
conventional wisdom.

But let us not overlook the enchanting allure of fiction, where "The Golden Ratio" by
Mario Livio tantalizes us with the mystique of mathematical marvels, and "The Da Vinci
Code" by Dan Brown beckons us into a labyrinth of enigmatic connections woven in the
fabric of history and intrigue.

In our quest for enlightenment, we also turned our attention to the small screen, where
'House of Cards' presents a captivating narrative of political machinations and strategic
maneuvering, and 'Match Point' humorously serves up a sliver of the world of tennis and
all its absurdities.

As we immerse ourselves in this delightful deluge of literary and televisual offerings, we
are reminded that the waltz of statistics and the jest of jesters often intertwine in a merry
dance of the ridiculous and the revelatory. With this whimsical backdrop, we forge ahead
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to unpack the inexplicable entanglement between Republican votes and Rafael Nadal's
titanic  tennis  winnings,  reveling  in  the  amusing  absurdities  that  lie  just  beneath  the
surface of scholarly inquiry.

3.  Research Approach

To boggle  the  minds  of  fellow scholars,  we  engaged  in  a  hilariously  haphazard  yet
rigorous  methodological  approach  to  uncover  the  perplexing  partnership  between
Republican votes for Senators in New York and the annual ATP Tour earnings of the
indefatigable  Rafael  Nadal.  Our  data  spelunking  expedition  was  akin  to  a  madcap
treasure hunt, conducted with a mix of scientific scrutiny and comedic curiosity.

Data Collection:

We scoured the digital  landscape like intrepid explorers in  search of hidden treasure,
sifting through data repositories such as the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard
Dataverse, and Wikipedia to amass our quiver of variables. After undergoing a marathon
of mouse clicks and keyboard clacks, we emerged victorious with a treasure trove of
electoral  statistics  and  tennis  treasure.  We  fetched  Republican  vote  percentages  for
Senators in New York and net ATP Tour earnings for Rafael Nadal from the years 2002 to
2018, casting our data collection net wide and reeling in a catch that would make even
the most seasoned fisherman envious.

Data Analysis:

With our trusty statistical tools in hand, we embarked on a fantastical journey of number
crunching and hypothesis hatching. We summoned the powers of correlation analysis to
unearth the hidden harmony between the peculiar pair of Republican votes and Rafael
Nadal's earnings. As we gazed at the scatterplot of our data points, it was as if a waggish
wizard had played a jest  on our senses; the mesmerizing dance of dots on the graph
resembled a whimsical waltz of statistical significance.

Moreover,  we  deployed  the  arcane  arts  of  regression  analysis  to  disentangle  the
confounding factors and illuminate the underlying dynamics of this daffy association. We
navigated through the maze of coefficients and intercepts, dodging statistical pitfalls like
deft acrobats in a circus of significance.

Hypothesis Testing:

In  our  jocular  journey  through  the  scientific  realm,  we  delighted  in  subjecting  our
findings to the rigors of hypothesis testing. With a twinkle in our eyes, we set up the net
of null hypothesis, ready to pounce on any sign of statistical significance with the agility
of a cat chasing a laser pointer. As we indulged in this statistical slapstick, we marveled at
the unmistakable rejection of the null hypothesis, as our p-value gleefully pranced below
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the hallowed threshold of 0.01. It was a moment of statistical triumph unparalleled in its
silliness and significance.

With a blend of scientific rigor and whimsical wonder, we frolicked through the maze of
methodology,  revealing  the  zany  journey  that  paved  the  way  for  our  preposterously
precise findings. Just as Rafael Nadal dominates the clay courts with unearthly finesse,
we sought to conquer the statistical arena with a mirthful mix of methodological madness
and scholarly sophistication.

4.  Findings

Our  investigation  into  the  seemingly  ludicrous  link  between  Republican  votes  for
Senators in New York and the annual ATP Tour earnings of Rafael Nadal has yanked the
cover  off  a  tennis  ball  can  of  statistical  surprises.  From 2002  to  2018,  we  found  a
staggering correlation coefficient of 0.9716875, leaving us and our peers as flabbergasted
as  a  player  witnessing  a  tweener  shot  for  the  first  time.  With  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9441767 and p < 0.01, our results serve up a statistical slam dunk that would make any
tennis ace proud.

In Figure 1, our scatterplot illustrates the undeniable strength of the relationship between
these two unlikely bedfellows. The points dance along the graph like a well-executed
drop shot, showcasing the striking alignment of Republican votes for Senators and Rafael
Nadal's ATP Tour earnings. It's a veritable ballet of data points, reminding us that when it
comes to statistics, anything is possible – much like a tween tween from the baseline.

Our findings thrust the tennis world and the realm of political punditry into an unforeseen
backhand.  The  interplay  between  political  preferences  in  the  Empire  State  and  the
financial fortunes of a Spanish tennis virtuoso is a lob of statistical absurdity that's made
us question the very fabric of cause and effect. It's as if the laws of probability and the
love of the game have conspired to produce a volley of quirky conclusions that would
make even the most seasoned scholars chuckle in disbelief.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In sum,  our  research unearths  a  correlation that,  much like a  well-placed lob,  defies
expectations and elicits a chorus of surprised gasps. This unexpected connection between
Republican votes for Senators in New York and Rafael Nadal's ATP Tour earnings serves
as a reminder that in the wacky world of statistics, even the most improbable pairings can
form a winning partnership – much like a dexterous doubles team. So, as we bid adieu to
this statistical match point, let us raise a racquet of revelry to the whimsical wonders of
research and the delightful surprises that await in the data court.

5.  Discussion on findings

Our results unearth a whimsically improbable relationship between Republican votes for
Senators  in  New York and the  annual  ATP Tour  earnings  of  the  indefatigable  tennis
maestro  Rafael  Nadal.  The  statistical  slapstick  shines  a  spotlight  on  the  surprising
connection between political  predilections and the financial  fortunes of a tennis titan,
leaving us in a state of statistical hilarity akin to a perfectly executed drop shot. 

This study’s findings lend credence to earlier research by Smith et al. (2015) shedding
light on conservative constituencies in New York. Who would have thought that political
preferences in the Empire State could wield such influence over the fiscal fortunes of a
Spanish tennis virtuoso? But our statistical smash serves up a dauntless validation that
political dynamics indeed play a role in shaping the financial luster of professional sports
icons. As Mauboussin so colorfully illustrated in “The Success Equation,” the interplay
between seemingly unrelated factors can forge an unexpectedly potent partnership, akin
to a stellar serving and volleying tandem.

Moreover, the absurdly strong correlation coefficient of 0.9716875 and p < 0.01 found in
this study not only tickles our scholarly sensibilities but also underscores the potential for
fascinating,  albeit  inexplicable,  statistical  associations.  As  Levitt  and  Dubner  so
memorably  demonstrated  in  “Freakonomics,”  the  search  for  unusual  statistical
relationships  can  lead  us  down  unexpected  paths,  much  like  an  unexpected  topspin
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forehand that catches opponents off guard. Our findings comically amplify the notion that
within the realm of data analysis, the ludicrous and the enlightening often commingle in a
fanciful tango of the improbable.

The utterly unexpected correlation uncovered between Republican votes for Senators in
New York and Rafael Nadal's ATP Tour earnings leaves us pondering the twist of fate and
statistical merriment that underpin the waltz of scholarly exploration. It's as if “The Da
Vinci Code” were unveiled before us, serving up a labyrinth of connections that confound
conventional wisdom and beckon us to peer down the rabbit hole of statistical whimsy. In
essence,  this  study  whimsically  illustrates  the  kaleidoscopic  nature  of  statistical
exploration and reinforces the idea that, much like a well-placed lob, the most improbable
pairings can yield the most unexpected – and uproarious – insights. So, dear colleagues,
let us revel in the delightful absurdities that await in our curious cauldron of research and
data analysis.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has revealed a connection so surprising that it could volley
anyone's  imagination.  The correlation between Republican votes for Senators in New
York and Rafael Nadal's ATP Tour earnings is a statistical ace that has left us scratching
our heads with wonder. It's as if the laws of probability and the love of the game have
conspired to  produce a volley of quirky conclusions  that  would make even the most
seasoned scholars chuckle.

This unexpected connection serves as a reminder that in the wacky world of statistics,
even  the  most  improbable  pairings  can  form  a  winning  partnership  –  much  like  a
dexterous doubles team. It's  a reminder that in the game of data analysis, one should
always expect  the unexpected,  much like waiting for the inevitable  rain delay during
Wimbledon.

Further research in this area may only serve to lob us into deeper confusion, so we must
bid adieu to this unlikely match point and leave it to future generations of researchers to
appreciate the whimsical wonders of this baffling correlation. As for now, let's raise a
racquet of revelry to the delightful surprises that await in the data court, and remember
that in the world of statistics, anything is possible – even a connection between politics
and tennis that leaves us more puzzled than a player trying to figure out which side of the
court to serve from.
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