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Abstract

This study delves into the intriguing relationship between the voting patterns of Libertarian-leaning 
constituents in New York and the consumption of petroleum in the vast expanse of Russia. Utilizing data 
from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information 
Administration, we sought to untangle the enigmatic web woven by these seemingly disparate variables. 
Applying rigorous statistical analysis, we uncovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9656882 and a 
p-value of less than 0.01 for the years spanning 1992 to 2016, painting a compelling portrait of the 
fascinating interplay between political leanings and global energy consumption. Our findings provoke 
contemplation on the interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated phenomena and hint at the tantalizing 
complexities that lie beneath the surface of statistical analyses.
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1. Introduction

The  interplay  between  political  ideologies
and global economic trends has long been a
subject  of  intrigue  and  speculation.
Throughout  history,  researchers  have
sought to unravel the intricate connections
between seemingly disparate variables, and
our study seeks to contribute to this ongoing

pursuit.  In  this  paper,  we  explore  the
enthralling  relationship  between the voting
patterns  of  Libertarian-leaning  constituents
in New York and the extensive consumption
of petroleum in Russia. As we delve into this
unconventional  pairing  of  variables,  we
embark  on  a  statistical  journey  that
promises  to  shed  light  on  the  clandestine
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dance  of  political  leanings  and  energy
consumption.

Although  it  may  seem that  Libertarians  in
New  York  and  Russian  petroleum
consumption  exist  in  separate  orbits,  our
analysis  reveals  a  surprisingly  robust
association  between  these  variables.
Leveraging data from the MIT Election Data
and Science Lab,  Harvard Dataverse,  and
the  Energy  Information  Administration,  we
embarked  on  a  meticulous  exploration  of
their  interdependence.  Our  statistical
scrutiny unearthed a correlation coefficient
of  0.9656882  and  a  p-value  of  less  than
0.01 for the years spanning 1992 to 2016.
This  compelling  revelation  beckons  us  to
ponder  the  intricacies  that  underpin  this
seemingly improbable relationship.

While  this  investigation  may  appear
unorthodox, it serves as a testament to the
uncharted  territories  that  statistics  and
research  continue  to  traverse.  As  we
navigate  through  the  labyrinth  of  data
analysis,  we invite the reader to join us in
contemplating the curious connections that
emerge  from  this  enigmatic  merger  of
Libertarian  votes  and  petroleum
consumption.  Our  findings  not  only
challenge  conventional  wisdom  but  also
beckon  forth  a  myriad  of  questions
concerning  the  complex  and  intertwined
nature of global phenomena. The tantalizing
complexities  that  arise  from our  statistical
inquiry  beckon  us  to  embrace  the
unforeseen  marvels  that  await  us  in  the
realm of research and analysis.

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al. (2015)," the authors find a
strong  positive  relationship  between
Libertarian votes for Senators in New York
and petroleum consumption in Russia. The
study employs rigorous statistical  methods
and  draws  attention  to  the  unexpected
correlation  that  exists  between  these
seemingly  unrelated  variables.  Building

upon  these  intriguing  findings,  "Doe  and
Jones  (2018)"  delve  deeper  into  the
underlying mechanisms of this association,
shedding  light  on  the  socio-political
dynamics  and  global  energy  trends  that
underpin  the  enigmatic  interplay  between
political  leanings  and  petroleum
consumption.

As  we  venture  further  into  the  realm  of
unconventional statistical relationships, it is
essential  to  consider  the  broader
implications  of  such  connections.  "The
Economics  of  Petroleum Consumption"  by
Brown and "Political Leanings in New York"
by Green provide valuable insights into the
socio-economic  and  political  landscapes
that  might  influence  the  observed
correlation.  Moving  beyond  the  realm  of
non-fiction,  "The  Politics  of  Oil"  by  White
and  "Libertarian  Musings"  by  Black  offer
unconventional  perspectives  on  the
interwoven  tapestry  of  political  ideologies
and energy consumption. 

Expanding  our  horizons  beyond
conventional  academic  literature,  we  turn
our  attention to the realm of  fiction where
"The  Petroleum  Paradox"  by  Silver  and
"Libertarian  Utopia"  by  Goldbeck  invite
readers  into  a  world  where  petroleum
consumption and political leanings collide in
unexpected  ways.  Additionally,  "The
Russian  Connection"  by  Steele  and  "New
York  Nights"  by  Liberty  explore  the
undercurrents  of  political  intrigue  and
energy dynamics,  challenging conventional
narratives  and  leading  us  to  contemplate
the  nuanced  interplay  between  ideological
persuasions and global resource utilization.

In the world of popular culture, cartoons and
children's  shows  such  as  "Rocky  and
Bullwinkle,"  "Inspector  Gadget,"  and  "The
Magic  School  Bus"  have  subtly  woven
themes of energy consumption and political
leanings into their  narratives,  providing an
alternative lens through which to explore the
intersection  of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena.
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As  we  delve  deeper  into  the  labyrinth  of
scholarly  discourse  and  cultural  artifacts,
the interconnectedness of Libertarian votes
in New York and petroleum consumption in
Russia  beckons  us  to  embrace  the
unforeseen marvels and unexpected twists
that await us in the realm of research and
analysis.

3. Our approach & methods

The  present  study  employed  a
comprehensive research design to unravel
the curious correlation between Libertarian
votes  for  Senators  in  New  York  and
petroleum consumption in Russia. The data
utilized  in  this  analysis  was  primarily
sourced  from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science  Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the
Energy Information Administration, spanning
the years 1992 to 2016. 

To begin, we collected detailed voting data
from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and  Science
Lab, sifting through the intricate nuances of
Libertarian  voting  patterns  in  the  vibrant
political  landscape of  New York.  This  data
provided  a  robust  foundation  for
understanding  the  granular  intricacies  of
political  leanings  that  we  wished  to
examine.

In tandem, we delved into the depths of the
Harvard  Dataverse  to  extract
comprehensive  information  on  petroleum
consumption in Russia. Navigating through
this  sea  of  data,  we  honed  in  on  the
consumption  trends,  examining  the  ebbs
and  flows  that  charted  the  captivating
course  of  petroleum  utilization  in  the
expansive territory of Russia.

In order to ensure the veracity and integrity
of our findings, a meticulous data cleaning
process  was  implemented,  akin  to
meticulously combing through a haystack to
separate  the proverbial  statistical  needles.
Once  the  data  was  thoroughly  sifted  and
cleansed,  we  transcended  the  realm  of

mere  observation  and  ventured  into  the
fathomless depths of statistical analysis.

Employing the venerable tools of regression
analysis,  we  sought  to  quantify  the
relationship  between  these  seemingly
divergent variables, the statistical equivalent
of unearthing hidden treasure in an ocean of
numbers.  By  scrutinizing  the data  through
the lens of regression models, we were able
to tease apart the underlying structure of the
relationship,  unearthing the enigmatic  web
of association between Libertarian votes in
New  York  and  petroleum  consumption  in
Russia.

Furthermore, our analysis was underpinned
by  rigorous  hypothesis  testing,  akin  to  a
scientific experiment on the grand stage of
statistical  inquiry.  We  endeavored  to
evaluate the strength and significance of the
observed  relationship,  dissecting  the  data
with the precision of a seasoned surgeon to
discern  the  veritable  heartbeat  of  the
correlation.

Additionally, we subjected the data to time-
series  analysis,  capturing  the  dynamic
dance of the variables over the expanse of
time.  Through  this  temporal  lens,  we
unraveled  the  mesmerizing  tapestry  of
change  and  continuity  that  pervaded  the
relationship between Libertarian votes and
petroleum  consumption,  akin  to  observing
the ebb and flow of tides in the vast ocean
of statistical phenomena.

In  sum,  our  methodology  intertwined  the
threads of statistical analysis, data cleaning,
regression  modeling,  hypothesis  testing,
and  time-series  analysis  to  unravel  the
captivating  connection  between Libertarian
votes  for  Senators  in  New  York  and
petroleum  consumption  in  Russia.  Our
journey  exuded  the  spirit  of  scientific
curiosity, embarking on a statistical odyssey
that  traversed  the  eccentric  pathways  of
data  exploration,  hypothesis  testing,  and
model  building in  the quest  to  understand
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the  hidden  dynamics  of  these  unforeseen
associations.

4. Results

Our  investigation  into  the  enigmatic
relationship  between  Libertarian  votes  for
Senators  in  New  York  and  petroleum
consumption  in  Russia  yielded  intriguing
results.  The statistical  analysis  revealed a
remarkably  high  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9656882  and  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9325538 for the time period from 1992 to
2016.  This  robust  correlation  signifies  a
strong association between these seemingly
unrelated variables, providing ample fodder
for  contemplation  and  theoretical
speculation.

In Figure 1 (see below), a scatterplot vividly
portrays  the  striking  correlation  between
Libertarian  votes  and  Russian  petroleum
consumption.  The  data  points  align
themselves  with  remarkable  coherence,
akin  to  the harmonious synchronization  of
dancers  on  a  scientific  stage.  The  plot
beckons forth a visual representation of the
statistical  interplay,  encapsulating  the
intricate  relationship  that  underpins  our
findings.  While  the  figures  may  appear
detached  and  aloof  at  first  glance,  they
undeniably partake in a dance of statistical
significance,  twirling  and  swaying  to  the
rhythm of our p-value.

Our results illuminate the interwoven nature
of  political  leanings  and  global  energy
trends,  prompting  astute  observers  to
ponder the implicit connections that underlie
these seemingly incongruent variables. The
statistical  rigor  applied  to  this  inquiry  not
only  attests  to  the  meticulousness  of  our
approach but  also  highlights  the fortuitous
discovery of this captivating correlation. This
unforeseen juxtaposition of Libertarian votes
and  petroleum  consumption  serves  as  a
testament  to  the  enigmatic  marvels  that
arise  from  statistical  analyses,  inviting
researchers  and  scholars  to  join  us  in

navigating  the  labyrinth  of  data-driven
exploration.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  our  study  offers  a  thought-
provoking glimpse into the intricate dance of
statistics, unveiling an enthralling correlation
between the political proclivities of New York
constituents  and  the  energy  appetites  of
Russia.  The  robust  association  we
uncovered  challenges  traditional
preconceptions  and  inspires  ceaseless
inquiry  into  the  convoluted  tapestry  of
statistical relationships. As we reflect on the
unexpected confluence of Libertarian votes
and  petroleum  consumption,  we  are
reminded  of  the  unforeseen  wonders  that
await  us  in  the  realm  of  statistical
investigation.

5. Discussion

The enthralling saga of statistical discovery
has  led  us  to  unravel  a  perplexing
correlation  between  Libertarian  votes  for
Senators  in  New  York  and  petroleum
consumption  in  Russia.  Our  findings  align
closely  with  those  of  Smith  et  al.  (2015),
further  supporting  the  notion  of  a  robust
relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables.  While  this  association
may  initially  appear  as  perplexing  as  a
Rubik's cube, our study adds momentum to
the  discourse  surrounding  this
unconventional statistical relationship.
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In  elucidating  the  interconnectedness  of
political leanings and global energy trends,
our investigation has not only uncovered a
compelling  correlation  coefficient  but  also
reaffirmed  the  vital  role  of  statistical
analyses in unearthing hidden connections.
The  alignment  of  our  results  with  prior
research  serves  as  a  reassuring  beacon,
akin to the comfort of finding a familiar face
in  a  sea  of  inscrutable  statistical
distributions.

The  unexpected  nature  of  this  correlation
beckons  forth  an  array  of  contemplations,
reminiscent  of  a  stand-up  comedy  routine
where  the  punchline  is  as  cryptic  as  a
regression equation.  Much like  the hidden
gags in a Marx Brothers film, the interplay
between  Libertarian  votes  and  petroleum
consumption invites a playful consideration
of  the  serendipitous  marvels  that  unfold
within the realm of statistical exploration.

Moving  beyond  the  veneer  of  numerical
precision,  our  study  resonates  with  the
unconventional  perspectives  of  Black's
"Libertarian Musings" and Green's "Political
Leanings  in  New York,"  shedding  light  on
the tantalizing complexities that lie beneath
the  surface  of  seemingly  incongruent
variables.  The  playful  intertextuality
between  our  findings  and  the  colorful
tapestry of scholarly literature invites us to
reimagine  the  scholarly  discourse  as  a
theater  of  paradoxes and unexpected  plot
twists.

As  we  delve  deeper  into  the  whimsical
labyrinth of  statistical  research,  our results
serve  as  a  lighthearted  reminder  of  the
captivating  marvels  that  await  us  in  the
enchanting  dance  of  data.  The
unanticipated  synchrony  between
Libertarian votes for Senators in New York
and  petroleum consumption  in  Russia  not
only adds a touch of whimsy to the annals
of statistical exploration but also prompts us
to  embrace  the  unforeseen  surprises  that
abound in the world of empirical inquiry.

In  essence,  our  study,  like  a  cleverly
disguised Easter egg in a statistical treasure
hunt, urges fellow researchers to rejoice in
the  delightful  intricacies  of  statistical
relationships and to celebrate the whimsical
landscape of scientific discovery. The quest
for knowledge is not merely a rigid journey
through the corridors of data, but a playful
expedition  through  the  enigmatic  maze  of
unexpected  correlations  and  charming
statistical serendipities.

6. Conclusion

In  the  immortal  words  of  the  renowned
statisticians,  Salt-N-Pepa,  let's  talk  about
correlation,  baby!  Our  exploration  into  the
mystical  nexus  between  Libertarian  votes
for  Senators  in  New  York  and  petroleum
consumption in Russia has certainly left us
with more questions than answers. It seems
that these variables, much like peanut butter
and jelly, are inexplicably intertwined. While
some may liken our findings to searching for
a needle in a haystack, we prefer to liken it
to finding a Petroluem (Yes, "Petroluem") in
Mother Russia's proverbial haystack.

Our  research  not  only  challenges
conventional wisdom but also demonstrates
the  surprising  interconnectedness  of
seemingly  remote  constituents.  We  invite
the  scientific  community  to  join  us  in
pondering  the  enigmatic  alliance  between
political  leanings and energy consumption,
as we waltz on the dance floor of statistical
significance.  As  we  bid  adieu  to  this
enthralling  adventure,  it  is  evident  that
further  research  in  this  domain  may  yield
diminishing returns. Indeed, it appears that
the conundrum of Libertarian votes in New
York  and  Russian  petroleum  consumption
has been sufficiently  unraveled.  That's  all,
folks -  no  more digging for  correlations in
this particular patch of statistical earth!
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