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In this study, we examine the inexplicable connection between Republican votes for Senators in Montana and Google searches for "That Is Sus". While some
may question the relevance of this investigation, we are determined to uncover the 'sus'-picious relationship between political inclinations and online gaming
slang. Our research team pored over data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Google Trends, leaving no 'sus'-picion
unturned. Drawing from the years 2004 to 2020, our analysis revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9577578 and p < 0.01, establishing a robust link
between these seemingly disparate variables. It appears that when Montanans cast their votes in favor of Republican Senators, Google searches for 'That Is
Sus' spike like a caffeinated hedgehog. This unexpected correlation left our research team pondering whether there's a political 'imposter' lurking in the data,
or if Montanans simply enjoy a good ol' game of political chess. Indeed, the findings of this study pose more questions than answers, as we grapple with the
mysterious ways of human behavior and online search trends. However, as the saying goes, "When in doubt, vent your 'sus'-picions to Google," or was it
"When in doubt, consult the data"? Ah, the perils of suspicious correlations and overreliance on dad jokes.

The  relationship  between  political  behavior  and  cultural
phenomena has long fascinated scholars  and casual  observers
alike.  In  recent  years,  the  rise  of  online  gaming  jargon  in
mainstream discourse has added a new layer of intrigue to this
inquiry.  Our study delves into the unexpected convergence of
these realms,  specifically  focusing on the peculiar association
between Republican votes for Senators in Montana and Google
searches for "That Is Sus." It's almost as if the data is saying,
"Vote for Republicans? That is sus, bro!"

Montana,  known for  its  stunning landscapes  and  independent
spirit, might seem an unlikely stage for this curious correlation.
However,  our  investigation  reveals  a  statistically  robust  link
between political preferences and expressions of suspicion in the
digital realm. It's as if the voters are saying, "I find your political
stance very 'sus'-picious."

As we navigate this uncharted territory, it is crucial to approach
the analysis with a keen eye for verifiable patterns and not fall
victim  to  mere  coincidence.  After  all,  we  wouldn't  want  to
mistakenly  attribute  correlation  to  causation  and  create  a
political  'imposter'  out  of  thin  air.  As  a  wise  dad  once  said,
"Correlation does not imply causation, but it sure makes for an
intriguing plot twist."

Our research aims to shed light on the underlying motivations
and  contextual  factors  driving  these  uncanny  parallel  trends.
Perhaps there's a deeper socio-cultural undercurrent at play, or
maybe Montanans are simply adept at multitasking, exercising
their political rights while honing their gaming lingo skills. As
the old saying goes, "Why settle for a political debate when you
can also navigate the tricky world of 'Among Us' imposters?"

In the following sections, we will delve into the methodological
approach,  data  analysis,  and  implications  of  our  findings,  all
while  resisting  the  temptation  to  make  "sus-piciously  good"
puns at every turn. Just kidding – we won't resist that temptation
at all!

Review of existing research

The  correlation  between  political  behavior  and  seemingly
unrelated cultural trends has been a subject of great interest in
the academic community.  In "Smith et  al.'s  Study of Political
Behavior and Cultural Phenomena," the authors find evidence of
surprising  connections  between  voter  preferences  and  online
linguistic expressions. However, none could have predicted the
peculiar  link  our  study  seeks  to  explore  –  the  correlation
between Republican votes for Senators in Montana and Google
searches for "That Is Sus."

As  we  venture  into  this  uncharted  territory  of  political  'sus'-
picion, it's  important to acknowledge the influence of popular
culture on societal dynamics. In "Doe and Jones' Analysis of Pop
Culture  and  Political  Identity,"  the  authors  delve  into  the
intersection of gaming slang and political inclination, providing
a framework for understanding the unexpected convergence of
these  disparate  realms.  Little  did  they  know  that  their  work
would serve as a precursor to our investigation of the 'sus'-pect
relationship between Montanan political allegiances and online
gaming expressions.

Now, as we wade deeper into the pool of interdisciplinarity, it's
crucial to recognize the impact of literature on shaping societal
norms and behaviors. Works such as "The Sociology of Video
Game Culture" by Jane Doe and "The Politics of Suspicion" by
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John  Smith  shed  light  on  the  interconnectedness  of  gaming
vernacular  and  political  leanings.  However,  while  these
scholarly contributions provide valuable insights, they could not
have prepared us for the absurdity of our current inquiry.

Moving  away  from non-fiction,  we  turn  our  attention  to  the
realm of fiction and speculative storytelling.  Books like "The
Game of Politics: A Tale of Intrigue and Deception" by A. J. R.
R.  Martin  and  "Suspect  Allegiances:  A Political  Mystery"  by
Agatha Christie offer fictional narratives that, while entertaining,
fail  to  capture  the  sheer  'sus'-pense  of  our  real-world  data
analysis. Nevertheless, in the spirit of investigation, we dream of
a world where political maneuvers are as thrilling as an 'Among
Us' game night.

In an unorthodox turn of events, we delved into sources outside
the  traditional  academic  landscape,  perusing  the  annals  of
unconventional wisdom for insights. Alas, our literature review
led  us  to  the  unlikeliest  of  places  –  the  unassuming  CVS
receipts.  Amidst  the  barrage  of  coupons  and  promotions,  we
stumbled upon cryptic messages encrypted in the small print –
"Vote  'Sus'-piciously  for  a  Senator,  earn  10%  off  your  next
purchase." While we remain skeptical of the scholarly reliability
of  such  sources,  the  temptation  of  uncovering  'sus'-picious
correlations proved too irresistible to resist.

In  conclusion,  the  literature  surrounding  our  investigation
presents a tapestry of scholarly, fictional, and outright ludicrous
sources  that  attempt  to  contextualize  the  unprecedented
correlation between Republican votes for Senators in Montana
and  Google  searches  for  "That  Is  Sus."  As  we  continue  our
journey through this enigmatic correlation, we must remember
the immortal  words of  the academic dad joke:  "Why did the
statistician  go  to  the  art  exhibit?  To  find  the  'sus'-pended
relationships!" Cue the groans – and the data analysis.

Procedure

To unearth the perplexing link between Republican  votes  for
Senators in Montana and Google searches for 'That Is Sus', our
research  methodology  combined  rigorous  statistical  analysis
with  an  astute  awareness  of  the  'sus'-picious  nature  of  our
investigation.  We  meticulously  collected  data  from  the  MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Google
Trends, harnessing the power of information from 2004 to 2020.
It's  safe  to  say  we  traversed  the  labyrinth  of  data  with  the
tenacity  of  a  detective  searching  for  clues  –  or  perhaps  a
crewmate unmasking an imposter in 'Among Us'.

Our first step in this 'suspicious' journey involved obtaining the
historical voting records for Republican Senators in Montana.
This  process  required  traversing  the  political  archives  as
meticulously  as  one  would  navigate  a  maze  in  search  of  the
imposter. After all, a wrong turn in data collection can lead to a
false accusation – or an erroneous statistical inference. We then
culled  data  from  Google  Trends,  diligently  tracking  the
frequency of searches for the phrase 'That Is Sus'. It's almost as
if we were surveying the gaming landscape for signs of shifty
behavior,  only  in  this  case,  our  suspects  were  political
allegiances and online search queries. 

Once armed with this arsenal of data, we employed a variety of
statistical techniques to unveil the 'sus'-picious patterns hidden
within.  Our  analysis  commenced  with  a  correlation  matrix,
reminiscent  of  a  detective's  evidence  board,  wherein  we
diligently  sought  connections  between  Republican  votes  and
'That Is Sus' searches. We then calculated a Pearson correlation
coefficient,  a  statistical  measure often employed to reveal  the
underlying  relationships  between  variables.  The  correlation
coefficient  stood  at  a  striking  0.9577578,  indicating  a  near-
perfect positive correlation between our enigmatic variables. It's
as if  the data was saying,  "I see you,  imposter.  That political
allegiance is 'sus'!"

The next phase of our analysis involved conducting a time-series
examination, tracking the fluctuations of Republican votes and
'That Is Sus' searches over the years. This method allowed us to
discern any temporal nuances in the 'sus'-picious relationship.
Much  like  a  skilled  detective  piecing  together  a  timeline  of
events,  we reconstructed the narrative of  political  preferences
and  online  queries,  noting  how they  seemed to  shadow each
other like 'Among Us' characters traversing the map.

  

In  addition  to  our  statistical  inquiries,  we  also  engaged  in
qualitative  analyses,  scrutinizing  local  events,  political
campaigns,  and  cultural  shifts  in  Montana  during  the  studied
period. We sought to contextualize our findings within the socio-
political landscape, as understanding the broader environment is
vital to deciphering 'sus'-pect behavior – whether in politics or
online gaming realms.

Lastly, to ensure the robustness of our findings, we employed
sensitivity  analyses  and  cross-validated  our  results  through  a
simulated  'emergency  meeting'  with  peer  researchers  to
deliberate  the  reliability  of  our  conclusions.  After  all,  in  the
pursuit of scientific inquiry, it's essential to have a trusted crew
to corroborate your findings, or in this case, to ensure we weren't
being 'sus' ourselves.

Findings

The results of our study revealed a remarkably strong correlation
of  0.9577578  between  Republican  votes  for  Senators  in
Montana and Google searches for "That Is Sus" over the period
from 2004 to 2020. This correlation was statistically significant,
with an r-squared value of 0.9173000 and p < 0.01, indicating
that the likelihood of this relationship occurring by mere chance
is about as rare as finding a politician without a well-rehearsed
handshake.

We  observed  that  as  the  Republican  vote  share  increased  in
Montana, there was a simultaneous surge in Google searches for
"That  Is  Sus".  It's  as  if  the  voters  were  expressing  their
skepticism in both the political and digital realms. One might
even  say  that  the  voters  were  'imposter-ing'  as  savvy  online
gamers while casting their political choices. After all, why settle
for electing officials when you can also navigate the treacherous
world of 'Among Us' imposters?
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 If a politician plays 'Among Us',  do they make sus-piciously
good  imposters,  or  are  they  just  well-versed  in  political
maneuvering?

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As illustrated in Fig. 1, the scatterplot depicts a clear, upward
trend,  demonstrating the close relationship between these two
seemingly  distinct  variables.  The  data  points  are  so  closely
clustered together, it's as if they were conspiring to reveal this
suspicious correlation all along. One might even think of them
as  a  digital  caucus,  whispering  'sus'-picious  nothings  to  one
another  in  a  language only interpretable  by seasoned internet
sleuths.

 What  do  you  call  a  group  of  data  points  that  always  stick
together? A sus-picion of correlation!

The  unexpectedness  of  this  correlation  leaves  us  with  more
questions than answers.  Are Montanans slyly expressing their
reservations through online search behavior, or are they simply
adept  at  multi-tasking their  political  and gaming sensibilities?
It's  almost as  if  they're  saying,  "Your political  stance is 'sus'-
picious, but don't worry, we'll vote first and then join you for a
game of 'Among Us' to discuss it further."

In  conclusion,  this  study  unravels  a  peculiar  link  between
Republican  votes  for  Senators  in  Montana  and  the  surge  in
Google  searches  for  'That  Is  Sus',  shedding  light  on  the
intertwined nature of political behavior and digital culture. As
we consider the implications of these findings, let us not forget
the immortal words of a dad: "When in doubt, always check for
'sus'-picious  activity  –  whether  it's  in  politics  or  a  game  of
'Among Us'."

Discussion

The results of  our study have unearthed a  surprisingly robust
connection between Republican votes for Senators in Montana
and the escalation of Google searches for "That Is Sus". It seems
that as political preferences lean towards the GOP, Montanans
channel their 'sus'-picion into the digital sphere with fervor. One
might say they're voting with their ballots and their keyboards,
all  in the name of political  and gaming intrigue.  Speaking of
intrigue,  if  a  Senator  played  'Among  Us',  would  they  be  a

particularly sly imposter, or are their skills limited to the world
of political maneuvering? 

Our  findings  further  strengthen  the existing body of  research
that delves into the amalgamation of political  proclivities and
modern  cultural  phenomena.  The  surprising  convergence  of
these seemingly unrelated domains not only aligns with Smith et
al.'s  work on political  behavior and linguistic  expressions but
also lends empirical credence to Doe and Jones' exploration of
the intersection of gaming vernacular and political inclinations.
It's  as  if  our  data  is  whispering 'sus'-picious confirmations of
prior research, like a cohort of data points plotting a statistical
conspiracy. Honestly, what do you call a group of data points
that always stick together? A sus-picion of correlation! 

Our study echoes the pivotal role of popular culture in shaping
societal dynamics, shedding light on the unanticipated interplay
between  online  gaming  slang  and  political  leanings.  From  a
statistical standpoint, the strength of the correlation coefficient
and  the  significant  p-value  reaffirm  the  importance  of
considering  the  'sus'-picious  patterns  that  defy  conventional
wisdom and statistical expectations. In the wise words of a dad
statistician at  an art  exhibit,  "When in doubt,  vent your 'sus'-
picions to Google Trends!"

As  we  grapple  with  the  enigma  of  this  correlation,  we're
reminded of an academic dad joke: "Why don't data points ever
go  to  parties?  They're  afraid  of  being  labeled  'sus'-picious
outliers." In a similar vein, it's as if our data points are colluding
in a digital caucus, with each point serving as a 'sus'-picion cast
upon the seemingly disparate worlds of political allegiance and
online gaming expressions. The perplexing nature of this linkage
propels us further into the realm of interdisciplinary exploration,
as  we  endeavor  to  comprehend  the  intricate  dance  of  voter
sentiments and digital 'sus'-picion.

Indeed,  the riddle  of  this  correlation persists,  leaving us  with
more questions than answers. Are Montanans leveraging Google
searches  to  covertly  express  their  reservations,  or  are  they
weaving  a  tapestry  of  multifaceted  political  and  gaming
sensibilities? It's as though they're announcing, "Your political
stance is 'sus'-picious, but fear not - we'll cast our votes first,
then convene for a game of 'Among Us' to hash it out further." 

Thus, our research contributes a fascinating layer to the intricate
fabric  of  societal  interactions,  one  that  intertwines  political
behavior  and  digital  culture  in  an  unexpected  yet  undeniable
connection. In the words of an academic dad, "When in doubt,
always check for 'sus'-picious activity - whether it's in politics or
a game of 'Among Us'." And with that, let the digital 'sus'-pense
continue!

Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  illuminated  an  unexpected  and
rather  'sus'-picious  correlation  between  Republican  votes  for
Senators in Montana and the surge in Google searches for "That
Is  Sus".  It's  as  if  the  voters  were  covertly  signaling  their
skepticism through both the ballot box and the keyboard, leaving
us to wonder if there's a game of political 'Among Us' happening
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right under our noses.  One thing's for sure: the plot certainly
thickens faster than a politician's campaign promises!

As we wrap up this investigation, it's worth remembering that
while correlation does not imply causation, it does imply a good
opportunity for racking up 'sus'-piciously delightful puns. After
all,  why settle  for  serious discussions when you can sprinkle
them with humor and dad jokes like confetti? 

These findings prompt us to ponder the intricate dance between
political  inclinations  and  online  culture.  It  appears  that
Montanans have found a way to blend their civic duties with a
flair  for  online  gaming  lingo,  creating  a  digital  mosaic  of
intrigue and 'sus'-pense that even Sherlock Holmes would find
compelling.  Perhaps  the  next  Montana  Senate  race  will  be
decided not only by policy platforms but also by the ability to
suss  out  the  'imposters'  in  our  midst,  both  online  and  in  the
voting booth.

In the grand tradition of dad jokes, let's all remember that when
it  comes  to  uncovering  'sus'-picious  correlations,  we  should
always  seek  the  wisdom of  our  fathers  –  or  at  least  consult
Google  Trends.  After all,  as  a wise dad once said,  "When in
doubt,  trust  the  data,  and  when  in  double-doubt,  consult  the
online wisdom of the 'sus'-pecting crowd."

In conclusion, it's clear that no more research is needed in this
area. The correlation is as real as a genuine apology from an
'Among Us' player caught red-handed venting.
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