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BREAKING NEWS: PARKING BRAKE POLITICS -
THE CORRELATION BETWEEN LIBERTARIAN

VOTES IN MAINE AND AUTOMOTIVE RECALLS

Caroline Harrison, Addison Torres, George P Tyler

Advanced Engineering Institute

This paper investigates the intriguing relationship between voter behavior in Maine and automotive 
recalls related to parking brake issues. Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, 
Harvard Dataverse, and the US Department of Transportation, we have conducted a comprehensive 
analysis spanning the years from 1980 to 2020. Our findings reveal a remarkably strong correlation 
coefficient of 0.9705206 and p < 0.01, shedding light on the surprisingly intertwined nature of 
political preferences and vehicular safety features. The implications of these results extend beyond 
the field of automotive safety, serving as a quirky testament to the unforeseen connections present in
the political and automotive realms. Through this research, we aim to ignite a spark of curiosity and 
invite further exploration into the delightful yet unexpected relationship between electoral choices 
and mechanical maladies.

     The world of politics and the realm of
automotive  engineering  may  seem  like
two  entirely  separate  universes,  but  as
our research will unearth, there exists an
unexpected link between these seemingly
disparate domains.  While common sense
might  dictate  that  the  only  connection
between  political  choices  and  vehicle
recalls  would  be  the  unpleasant
experience  of  finding  parking  brake
issues  after  leaving  the  polling  station,
our  diligent  analysis  has  uncovered  a
correlation that is as puzzling as finding a
wrench in your ballot box.

     As researchers, we are accustomed to
seeking causality and logical relationships
between variables, like detectives hunting
for clues in an intellectual whodunnit. Yet,
every  so  often,  we  stumble  upon  a
correlation that leaves us scratching our
heads and flipping through the statistical
textbook to confirm that our findings are
not  the  result  of  some  arcane

mathematical mishap. In the case of our
study, we found ourselves wading through
piles  of  data  from  election  polls  and
automotive  recalls,  searching  for  a
common  thread  in  the  political
preferences of Mainers and the reliability
of  their  parking  brakes.  Much  to  our
surprise,  what emerged was not a mere
statistical  blip  but  a  robust  correlation
worthy of raising an eyebrow or two.

     Before delving into our findings, it is
worth  considering  the  rigor  with  which
we  approached  this  peculiar
investigation. With one foot firmly planted
in  the  world  of  electoral  data  and  the
other  navigating  the  database  of
automotive  mishaps,  we  endeavored  to
conduct an analysis that was as thorough
as checking under the hood of a vintage
election campaign bus. Our methodology
involved scrutinizing decades of historical
data  and  subjecting  it  to  rigorous
statistical analysis that would make even
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the most seasoned number-cruncher nod
in approval.

     The implications of our findings extend
beyond  the  field  of  statistical  oddities,
delving  into  the  realm  of  electoral
sociology and automotive safety. What we
uncovered  was  not  merely  a  statistical
anomaly  but  a  mesmerizing  dance
between the voting inclinations of a state
and  the  mechanical  quirks  of  its
automobiles  –  a  pairing  worthy  of  a
Broadway musical  number,  if  ever  there
was  one.  In  the  pages  that  follow,  we
invite  you  to  join  us  in  unpacking  this
unlikely  romance  between  politics  and
parking brakes,  as we uncover just  how
closely  intertwined  voter  behavior  and
vehicular recalls can be.

     Our study serves as a testament to the
curious,  interconnected  nature  of
seemingly  unrelated  facets  of  society,
highlighting  that  behind  every  mundane
statistic  lies  a  potential  story waiting to
be uncovered. So, buckle up and prepare
to embark on a truly unexpected journey
through the corridors of political polling
and the garages of automotive repair – a
journey that promises not just statistical
intrigue,  but  a  healthy  dose  of  surprise
and bemusement along the way.

LITERATURE REVIEW

     Our curiosity piqued by the unusual
correlation  we uncovered,  we embarked
on  a  literary  expedition  through  the
annals  of  scholarly  research  and
literature,  much  like  intrepid  explorers
traversing  uncharted  territories.  We
sought  to  unearth  any  inkling  of  a
connection between electoral choices and
vehicular foibles, and what we discovered
is  nothing  short  of  a  potpourri  of
unexpected twists and turns.

     In  "Election  Dynamics  in  Maine,"
Smith  and  Doe  delve  into  the  intricate
fabric  of  voter  behavior  in  the  state,
painting a comprehensive portrait of the
political  landscape  that  serves  as  our
jumping-off point. While their focus is on

traditional  party  affiliations,  our  own
analysis  extends  to  the  peculiar
tendencies  exhibited  by  Maine's
Libertarian  voters  –  a  group  often
overlooked  but,  as  we  argue,  wielding
curious  influence  over  the  automotive
realm.

     Venturing beyond the realm of political
science,  we  stumbled  upon  "Automotive
Woes:  A  Comprehensive  Study,"  where
Jones and Smith meticulously catalog the
spectrum  of  vehicular  maladies.  Their
work,  while  not  directly  addressing
parking  brake  peculiarities,  offers
valuable  insight  into  the  interconnected
web of automotive intricacies, sparking a
glimmer  of  hope  that  there  may  be  a
nugget of wisdom to be gleaned from the
pages of vehicular misfortune.

     As we combed through the literature,
we  couldn't  help  but  notice  the  stark
absence of a direct link between political
predilections  and  parking  brake
predicaments  –  an oversight  tantamount
to missing a glaring "check engine" light.
Nevertheless, undeterred by the scholarly
lacuna, we heeded the age-old advice to
"follow the  clues,"  even if  they  were  as
elusive as a politician's promise.

     Turning our attention to non-fiction
tomes of related interest, we considered
"The  Art  of  Political  Persuasion"  and
"Engineering  Wonders  and  Blunders."
While  the  former  regales  us  with  the
intricacies  of  political  campaigns,  the
latter  offers  a  riveting  showcase  of
engineering  mishaps  that  mirror  the
unpredictability  of  electoral  outcomes,
albeit in a more mechanical form.

     In  our  quest  for  insights,  we  also
sought inspiration from fiction works that
seemed  tangentially  relevant  to  our
research.  The  eerie  parallels  between
Orwell's  "1984,"  where  Big  Brother
watches over citizens with a scrutinizing
eye, and the meticulous oversight needed
for  automotive  safety,  provide  a  rich
tapestry of contemplation. Meanwhile, the
mischievous  escapades  in  "The
Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy"  by
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Adams  introduce  a  whimsical  element
that mirrors the surprising nature of our
findings – a veritable "Don't Panic" sign in
the  face  of  the  unpredictability  of
statistical associations.

     As  we  explored  the  labyrinth  of
literature, our minds wandered to diverse
sources  of  inspiration,  including  board
games such as Clue – a game rooted in
the  pursuit  of  uncovering  hidden
connections and solving mysteries. Much
like Colonel Mustard in the library with a
candlestick,  we  found  ourselves  piecing
together disparate clues to illuminate the
enigmatic  relationship  between  political
choices and parking brake predicaments.

     With a chuckle and a raised eyebrow,
we now invite our readers to join us on
this scholarly escapade as we unravel the
perplexing  yet  oddly  delightful  bond
between  libertarian  votes  in  Maine  and
automotive  recalls  for  issues  with  the
parking brake, aiming to infuse a dose of
levity  into  a  subject  that  unites  the
unexpected, much like an off-duty clown
connoisseur at a political rally.

METHODOLOGY

     To unravel the enigmatic relationship
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Maine  and
automotive  recalls  for  issues  with  the
parking  brake,  we  embarked  on  a
methodological  journey  as  winding  as  a
Maine country road. Our approach, while
rigorous,  was tailor-made to dissect  this
intriguing  correlation  and  navigate  the
labyrinth of statistical nuances.

     We amassed a wealth of historical data
from the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the  US
Department  of  Transportation  like
treasure hunters scouring the internet for
buried statistical gems. The eclectic mix
of  data  sources  contributed  to  a  rich
tapestry  that  encapsulated  the  political
landscape  and  the  automotive  sphere
from 1980 to 2020.

     With data in hand and curiosity as our
compass,  we  dived  headfirst  into  the
unfathomable  ocean  of  statistical
methods. Our statistical arsenal included
robust  techniques  such  as  linear
regression,  multivariate  analysis,  and
time-series  modeling  to  dissect  the
intricate  relationship  between  electoral
choices and parking brake malfunctions.
As  we  navigated  through  the  murky
waters of statistical analysis, we ensured
that  our  approach  was  as  precise  as
aligning  the  wheels  of  a  Formula  One
racing car.

     In our quest for understanding, we
employed a variety of analytical tools to
scrutinize  the  correlation  between votes
for the Libertarian presidential candidate
in Maine,  a state  known for its  lobsters
and  electoral  surprises,  and  the
occurrence  of  automotive  recalls
specifically  related  to  parking  brake
issues. The use of statistical software akin
to  wielding  a  sonic  screwdriver  allowed
us to uncover patterns and relationships
hidden  within  the  labyrinth  of  electoral
and automotive data, unraveling a tale as
unexpected  as  finding  a  spare  tire  in  a
ballot box.

     Furthermore,  our  methodology
involved  the  application  of  rigorous
hypothesis  testing  to  ensure  that  our
findings were not a mere statistical snafu.
With  p-values  as  our  sherpa  guides
through  the  treacherous  peaks  of
statistical significance,  we navigated the
rugged  terrain  of  hypothesis  testing  to
ascertain the robustness of the observed
correlation.

     Our methodology was underpinned by
a  commitment  to  thoroughness  and
scientific integrity,  akin to inspecting an
engine  for  even  the  minutest  of  flaws.
Through our methodological odyssey, we
sought  to  wield  the  precision  of  a
mathematician and the inquisitiveness of
a  detective,  ultimately  unearthing  a
correlation  as  captivating  as  a  cryptic
crossword puzzle.
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RESULTS

     Upon delving into the vast ocean of
data  collected  and  meticulously
scrutinized through painstaking analysis,
our  research  team  uncovered  a  most
astonishing finding:  a remarkably strong
correlation  between  votes  for  the
Libertarian  presidential  candidate  in
Maine  and automotive  recalls  for  issues
with  the  parking  brake.  The  correlation
coefficient of 0.9705206 revealed a nearly
perfect  positive  relationship,  akin  to
discovering that two seemingly unrelated
phenomena are cosmically connected like
binary stars in the statistical galaxy.

     The  r-squared  value  of  0.9419102
fortified the robustness of this correlation,
signaling that a staggering 94.19% of the
variability  in  automotive  recalls  for
parking  brake  malfunctions  can  be
attributed  to  the  votes  cast  for  the
Libertarian candidate in Maine. It's as if
this  correlation  were  the  automotive
equivalent  of  a  parking  brake  ensuring
that  statistical  variance  can't  make  a
getaway.

     The level  of  statistical  significance,
denoted by p < 0.01, further solidified the
legitimacy of our findings, providing clear
evidence that the observed correlation is
not merely a statistical fluke but a bona
fide  relationship  worthy  of  scrutiny  and
intrigue.  In statistical terms,  it's  akin to
finding  the  ultimate parking spot  within
the realm of significance.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

     Fig. 1 exhibits a visual representation
of  this  extraordinary  correlation  in  the
form of  a scatterplot,  demonstrating the
tight  clustering  of  data  points  that
unmistakably  portray  the  interplay
between  the  two  variables.  One  might
even  visualize  the  plot  as  a  road  map
charting  the  unexpected  journey  from
political  polling  stations  to  automotive
repair  shops,  with  each  data  point
marking  a  crossroads  where  political
predilections  and  mechanical  mishaps
intersect.

     The implications of these findings are
as vast as an expanse of parallel-parked
dreams.  This  unanticipated  correlation
challenges  conventional  wisdom,
beckoning us to ponder the intricate ways
in which political ideologies and vehicular
safety intertwine. It is a testament to the
quirks  and  idiosyncrasies  that  permeate
the tapestry of human society, reminding
us that beneath every statistical analysis
lies  a  myriad  of  captivating  stories
waiting to be uncovered.

     Our findings invite a rethinking of the
curious  conjunction  between  electoral
choices  and  mechanical  exigencies,
urging  further  exploration  into  the
unexpected  relationships  that  shape  our
world.  In  the  grand  symphony  of
statistical analysis, this correlation serves
as  a  soloist,  demanding  attention  and
applause  for  revealing  the  harmonious,
yet enigmatic, duet performed by politics
and  parking  brakes.  As  we  navigate
through  the  convoluted  highways  of
statistical  correlations,  let  us  not  forget
that  sometimes,  the  most  revelatory
insights  are  found  in  the  unlikeliest  of
places -  even in the purview of  political
preferences and automotive peculiarities.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this investigation not only
affirm the statistically  robust connection
between  libertarian  votes  in  Maine  and
automotive  recalls  for  parking  brake
issues  but  also  underscore  the
whimsically  labyrinthine  nature  of
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statistical  associations.  Our results align
with the prior research that hinted at the
unfathomable  interplay  between
seemingly  unrelated  phenomena,
resembling an intricate jigsaw puzzle with
political ballots and parking brakes as the
peculiar  pieces  waiting  to  be  pieced
together.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9705206 not only echoes the clarion call
of  statistical  significance  but  also
whispers  a  sly  acknowledgment  of  the
intricate dance between electoral choices
and  mechanical  maladies,  akin  to  a
political  waltz  leading  straight  to  the
repair garage.

Harkening  back  to  the  literary  sojourn
into  the  scholarly  expanse,  we  fondly
recall  the serendipitous encounters  with
peculiar  insights.  The  proximity  of  the
correlations  in  our  results  to  the nearly
adjacent squares on a board game's clue
sheet  invokes  a  sense  of  spirited
deduction,  akin  to  unraveling  the
enigmatic  union  of  political  persuasion
and  parking  brake  predicaments.  While
our findings may appear as unexpected as
an  unbidden  punchline  in  a  scientific
discourse,  they  stand  as  a  testament  to
the  unforeseen  connections  latent  in
seemingly disparate domains, not unlike a
whimsical subplot in the grand narrative
of  electoral  cogitation  and  automotive
revelry.

The urgings of statistical significance and
the  visual  portrayal  of  the  correlation
through the scatterplot serve as a twofold
persuasion,  akin  to  a  persuasive
campaign  advocating  the  irrefutable
entwinement  of  two ostensibly  disparate
variables.  Our  results  bolster the notion
that  beneath  the  veneer  of  statistical
esotericism,  a  comedic  touch  remains
present, akin to a sly quip delivered in the
midst of a statistical debate – a reminder
that statistics,  like scientific inquiry,  can
be positively rife with unexpected twists
and turns.

In  closing,  our  findings  beckon  a
reimagining  of  the  interrelatedness
between  electoral  choices  and  vehicular
exigencies,  humorously  mirroring  the

capricious  nature  of  statistical
predilections  and  confidences.  As  we
navigate this scholarly escapade, it is with
a  good-natured  chuckle  and  a  raised
eyebrow that we invite our readers to join
us  in  mirthful  contemplation  of  this
unexpected  nexus,  thus  showcasing  the
capricious  yet  captivating  interplay  of
statistical  rigidity  and  unexpected
revelations.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  research  has
illuminated  a  remarkably  strong  and
statistically  significant  correlation
between  votes  for  the  Libertarian
presidential  candidate  in  Maine  and
automotive  recalls  for  parking  brake
issues. The robustness of this correlation,
akin  to  a  well-maintained  brake  system,
underscores the unexpected intertwining
of  political  preferences  and  vehicular
safety concerns. Our findings have raised
eyebrows much like discovering a bumper
sticker  with  a  statistical  equation.
However,  as  much  as  we  revel  in  the
quirky allure of this correlation, it would
be folly to ignore the litany of  potential
confounding  variables  and  spurious
correlations  that  could  inadvertently
obscure  our  insights,  like  a  political
campaign  sign  blocking  a  clear  view  of
causality.

While  we  celebrate  the  delightfully  odd
pairing of politics and parking brakes, it
is crucial to acknowledge the limitations
of our study. As whimsical as our findings
may be, we must temper our exuberance
with  caution,  reminding  ourselves  that
correlation does not imply causation – no
matter how tempting it may be to theorize
about the political inclinations of parking
brake  engineers.  As  we  park  our
statistical analyses for the time being, we
acknowledge  the  need  for  caution  in
attributing  the  observed  relationship
solely to the electoral choices in Maine.

With that said, we stand by our findings
and their potential to pique the curiosity
of  the  academic  community.  The
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unexpected  dance  between  political
predilections  and  vehicular  malfunctions
is a testament to the endlessly fascinating
and often whimsical  nature of statistical
analysis.  However,  in  the  spirit  of
academic humility, we assert that further
research  in  this  area  is  unnecessary.
Instead, we urge future scholars to tread
boldly into unexplored territories,  where
statistical  anomalies  and  whimsical
correlations await  their  discerning gaze.
For now, let us bid adieu to this curious
correlation, leaving the parking brake of
quirky  statistical  relationships  engaged
but ripe for future exploration.
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