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Abstract

This research delves into an out-of-this-world examination of the relationship between astronomical 
phenomena and political behavior. Leveraging data from Astropy and the MIT Election Data and Science 
Lab, along with the Harvard Dataverse, we undertake a comprehensive spatiotemporal analysis of the 
correlation between the distance between Uranus and Saturn and votes for the Democrat Presidential 
candidate in the state of Maine. Our findings reveal a striking correlation coefficient of 0.8303008 (p < 
0.01) spanning the years 1976 to 2020. Just like a comet's tail, this research sheds light on the cosmic 
connections influencing earthly electoral outcomes.
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1. Introduction

As  the  famous  astronomer  Galileo  Galilei
once said, "I do not feel obliged to believe
that  the  same God who has  endowed us
with  sense,  reason,  and  intellect  has
intended  us  to  forgo  their  use."  Indeed,
applying our  intellect  to  understanding the
celestial  dance of the planets may lead to

some  surprising  insights,  as  well  as  a
healthy helping of dad jokes along the way. 

Before we embark on our  cosmic journey,
let's  set  the  stage  with  a  space-themed
quip: Why did the astronaut break up with
her boyfriend? Because she needed space!
Now, onto the matter  at hand:  the curious
connection  between  the  distance  between
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Uranus  and  Saturn  and  votes  for  the
Democrat  Presidential  candidate  in  the
great state of Maine.

While  it  may  seem  like  a  reach  to  link
celestial mechanics with electoral behavior,
our investigation aims to prove that even a
vast expanse of space can have an impact
on down-to-earth political choices. Speaking
of  vast  expanse,  did  you  hear  about  the
restaurant  on  the  moon?  Great  food,  no
atmosphere!

In this  paper,  we bring together data from
the  realms  of  astronomy  and  political
science  to  undertake  a  spatiotemporal
analysis  that  reaches  for  the  stars,  both
figuratively  and  literally.  Our  research
leverages  cutting-edge  data  sources  such
as Astropy and the MIT Election Data and
Science  Lab,  along  with  the  Harvard
Dataverse, to unveil the cosmic fingerprints
on  political  preferences  in  the  state  of
Maine.

Before we delve into the nitty-gritty of  our
findings,  let's  pause  for  another  cosmic-
themed  jest:  Why  don't  scientists  trust
atoms? Because they make up everything!
Now,  let's  launch  into  our  astronomical
adventure,  where  we  uncover  correlations
that are truly out of this world.

2. Literature Review

In their seminal work, "Celestial Mechanics
and  Political  Trends"  (Smith,  2005),  the
authors  find  a  surprising  link  between  the
distance  between Uranus  and  Saturn  and
votes  for  the  Democrat  Presidential
candidate  in  Maine.  This  study  sparked a
wave  of  interest  in  the  intersection  of
astrophysics  and  political  science,  paving
the  way  for  further  exploration  into  the
cosmic  factors  shaping  electoral  behavior.
The findings illuminate a distinct correlation,
prompting researchers to look to the stars
for insights into terrestrial matters.

Next,  "Planetary  Activities  and  Political
Affiliation"  (Doe,  2010)  presents  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  astrological
events and their potential impact on voting
patterns.  The  study  offers  compelling
evidence of a connection between planetary
alignments  and  political  preferences,
suggesting  that  cosmic  phenomena  may
exert  a  subtle  yet  significant  influence  on
electoral outcomes. This research marks a
significant  leap  in  understanding  the
celestial  dimensions  of  human  decision-
making,  inviting  scholars  to  explore  the
cosmic dance of  the planets in  relation to
democratic choices.

Building  on  this  foundation,  "The  Cosmic
Voter:  Galactic  Forces  and  Electoral
Tendencies"  (Jones,  2015)  dives  deeper
into  the  celestial  factors  shaping  political
allegiances.  With  meticulous  attention  to
spatiotemporal  dynamics,  the  study
uncovers a compelling correlation between
the  distance  between  Uranus  and  Saturn
and  voter  trends  in  Maine.  The  authors
unveil a cosmic choreography that appears
to  sway  the  political  landscape,  shedding
light  on  the  intricate  interplay  between
planetary  positions  and  democratic
inclinations.  These  findings  beckon
researchers  to  gaze  beyond  earthly
horizons and contemplate the cosmic ballet
of influence on electoral dynamics.

Transitioning  to  related  literature,  "The
Universe  and  You:  A  Guide  to  Celestial
Influence"  (Stargazer,  2018)  offers  a
layperson's insight  into the celestial  forces
that  may  shape  human  experiences,
including  political  behavior.  While  not  a
scholarly work, this text provides a thought-
provoking exploration of  the potential  links
between  astronomical  phenomena  and
terrestrial  affairs,  prompting  readers  to
ponder the cosmic threads woven into the
fabric of everyday life.

On  a  more  imaginative  note,  the  fictional
works  of  "Cosmic  Conspiracies"  (Nebula,
2012)  and  "Stellar  Sentiments:  A Tale  of
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Planetary  Influence"  (Galactic,  2016)
present captivating narratives that intertwine
celestial events with political intrigue. While
these  books  are  undoubtedly  products  of
creative  imagination,  they  serve  as  a
testament  to  the  enduring  fascination  with
the interplay  of  cosmic  forces and human
endeavors. Their whimsical tales hint at the
enduring allure of celestial connections and
their potential impact on earthly narratives.

Finally,  the  researchers  conducted  an
unconventional  yet  enlightening  review  of
seemingly  unrelated  materials,  including
ancient  astrological  texts,  astrological
cookbooks,  and even deciphering celestial
messages from CVS receipts.  While these
unconventional  sources  yielded  no  direct
insights,  they  did  foster  a  newfound
appreciation for the boundless creativity of
cosmic  connections  and  the  allure  of
exploring uncharted intellectual galaxies.

In  summary,  the  literature  presents  a
compelling  narrative  of  the  evolving
understanding  of  the  connection  between
the  distance  between  Uranus  and  Saturn
and  votes  for  the  Democrat  Presidential
candidate in Maine. From scholarly inquiries
to  imaginative  musings,  the  research
landscape  is  replete  with  diverse
perspectives  that  invite  us  to  contemplate
the  cosmic  dance  underlying  political
preferences.  As  we  navigate  this  cosmic
odyssey,  it  becomes  clear  that  the  stars
may  hold  more profound  secrets  than  we
ever imagined.

3. Our approach & methods

To investigate the relationship between the
distance  between Uranus  and  Saturn  and
votes  for  the  Democrat  Presidential
candidate in  Maine,  we employed a multi-
faceted research methodology that was as
diverse  as  the  planetary  orbits  we  were
studying.  Our  data  collection  process was
as  meticulous  as  mapping  out  the
constellations in the night sky – a task that

was  made  much  easier,  thanks  to  the
wonders  of  modern  technology  and  some
much-needed caffeine.

We initially gathered historical  data on the
distance between Uranus and Saturn from
1976  to  2020  using  the  Astropy  library,
which provided us with precise astronomical
measurements.  The data  on votes  for  the
Democrat  Presidential  candidate  in  Maine
during the same period were sourced from
the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, as
well as the Harvard Dataverse. Our team of
researchers scoured the internet, navigating
through  the  endless  expanse  of  online
repositories  like  intrepid  astronauts
venturing into the cosmos, in search of the
elusive treasure trove of electoral data.

Speaking of  treasure troves,  did you hear
about the astronomer who won the lottery?
He was over the moon! In a similar vein, our
quest  for  data  was  akin  to  striking
astronomical  gold,  as  the  datasets  we
acquired provided us with a rich tapestry of
information to unravel the cosmic enigma of
electoral behavior.

With the celestial and electoral data in hand,
we then set out to conduct a spatiotemporal
analysis that was as complex as plotting the
trajectory of a comet hurtling through space.
We applied advanced statistical techniques,
including  multivariate  regression  and
spatiotemporal  modeling,  to  tease  out
potential correlations between the distance
between Uranus and Saturn and votes for
the  Democrat  Presidential  candidate  in
Maine.  These  analyses  were  carried  out
with  the  precision  and  rigor  befitting  a
mission  to  explore  the  far  reaches  of  our
solar system – because when it  comes to
investigating cosmic connections, there's no
room for errors!

Now, as we delve into the intricate details of
our  methodological  approach,  here's  a
stellar  joke  to  brighten  up  the  scientific
discourse: Why did the sun go to school? To
get  a  little  brighter!  Just  like  the  sun,  we
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aimed  to  shed  light  on  the  mysteries  of
celestial  influence  on  earthly  political
preferences.  So  buckle  up,  fellow
astronomers and political enthusiasts, as we
journey  through  the  galaxies  of  statistical
analysis and empirical inquiry.

4. Results

The analysis of our data revealed a striking
correlation  between  the  distance  between
Uranus  and  Saturn  and  the  votes  for  the
Democrat  Presidential  candidate  in  Maine
during  the  years  1976  to  2020.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8303008  was
accompanied  by  an  r-squared  value  of
0.6893993,  signifying  that  approximately
68.9% of the variability in the votes for the
Democrat  candidate  can  be  explained  by
the  distance  between  these  two  celestial
bodies. It seems even the gravitational pull
of Uranus and Saturn can sway the political
tides on Earth.

Revealing this correlation was like finding a
shooting star – surprising and awe-inspiring.
It has certainly caused our research team to
feel  like  astronauts,  as  we  find  ourselves
over  the  moon  with  these  unexpected
results. Now, for a celestial joke that's truly
out  of  this  world:  Why  did  the  sun  go  to
school? To get a little brighter!

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  provides
strong evidence against the null hypothesis
that  there  is  no  association  between
Uranus-Saturn  distance  and  Democrat
votes in  Maine.  It  seems that  when these
two planets are far apart, the votes for the
Democrat  Presidential  candidate  tend  to
align,  creating  a  cosmic  dance  of  political
preferences.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Before we reveal the figure illustrating this
celestial  correlation,  here's  another  space-
themed pun that's simply "out of this world":
How does a scientist freshen their breath?
With "Big Bang" breath mints! Now, onto the
figure that's sure to "planet" your mind.

5. Discussion

The results of our study provide compelling
support  for  the  prior  research  that  has
hinted at a connection between the distance
between Uranus and Saturn and the votes
for  the Democrat  Presidential  candidate in
Maine.  Our  findings  affirm  the  striking
correlation  identified  by  Smith  (2005),
whose  pioneering  work  initiated  the
exploration  of  celestial  mechanics  and
political trends. Just as the gravitational pull
of  celestial  bodies shapes the movements
of  celestial  objects,  it  seems  to  exert  a
subtle  yet  significant  influence  on  the
terrestrial electoral landscape. 

Doe's  (2010)  comprehensive  analysis  of
astrological  events  and  their  potential
impact  on  voting  patterns  is  further
substantiated by our research, as we reveal
a notable correlation between the distance
between  Uranus  and  Saturn  and  voter
preferences  in  Maine.  This  cosmic
connection,  akin  to  an  invisible  thread
weaving  through  the  fabric  of  political
choices,  aligns  with  Doe's  suggestion  of
subtle  yet  significant  celestial  influence on
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electoral  outcomes.  It  appears  that  the
celestial  dance of  planets is  not  merely  a
spectacle  for  the  cosmos  but  holds  sway
over  the  democratic  inclinations  of  earthly
beings.

Additionally,  our  findings echo the insights
put forth by Jones (2015), who meticulously
studied  the  spatiotemporal  dynamics  of
planetary  positions  and  voter  trends  in
Maine,  ultimately  unveiling  a  compelling
correlation.  The  cosmic  choreography
revealed in our study substantiates Jones's
suggestion  of  a  nuanced  influence  of
planetary  positions  on  the  political
landscape,  reinforcing  the  notion  that  the
distance between Uranus and Saturn may
indeed  serve  as  a  celestial  conductor
orchestrating voter preferences.

Transitioning to the celestial whimsy woven
into  the  literature,  Stargazer's  (2018)
contemplation of the potential links between
astronomical  phenomena  and  terrestrial
affairs is poignantly affirmed by our findings.
Just  as  Stargazer  encouraged  readers  to
ponder the cosmic threads woven into the
fabric of everyday life, we present evidence
of celestial forces impacting the democratic
choices of Maine voters, as if the stars had
aligned to influence political allegiances.

Moreover,  the  unconventional  review  of
seemingly  unrelated  materials,  including
ancient  astrological  texts,  astrological
cookbooks,  and  deciphering  celestial
messages from CVS receipts, though light-
hearted  in  nature,  fostered  a  newfound
appreciation for the boundless creativity of
cosmic connections. In a surprising turn of
events,  our  research  unveiled  a  tangible
and significant correlation, akin to a cosmic
riddle  unraveling  to  reveal  an  unexpected
answer.  It  seems  that  the  cosmic
connections,  even  when  approached  with
whimsy, may hold profound insights into the
terrestrial narratives of political preferences.

The  interconnectedness  of  astronomical
phenomena  and  political  behavior,  as

revealed in our study, invites scholars and
enthusiasts  alike  to  gaze  beyond  earthly
horizons and contemplate the cosmic ballet
of  influence on electoral  dynamics.  As we
traverse  the  cosmic  odyssey  upon  which
this  research  has  embarked,  the  stars
indeed  appear  to  hold  more  profound
secrets than we ever imagined. And now, for
a cosmic joke as enigmatic  as the distant
dance  between  Uranus  and  Saturn:  What
do  planets  do  when  they  get  tired?  They
take a meteorite!

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unveiled a
captivating correlation between the distance
separating Uranus and Saturn and the votes
for  the Democrat  Presidential  candidate in
Maine.  The  substantial  correlation
coefficient of 0.8303008 (p < 0.01) observed
over the period from 1976 to 2020 has left
our research team starry-eyed and Saturn-
smitten.  This  remarkable finding is  akin to
stumbling upon a black hole in the midst of
an  electoral  analysis  –  unexpected  and
confounding, yet undeniably captivating.

Now,  for  a  celestial-inspired  dad  joke  to
lighten the cosmic mood: What do you call
an astronaut's favorite part of a computer?
The  space  bar!  It  seems fitting  to  "space
out"  for  a  moment  before  concluding  our
discussion.

The  strong  evidence  against  the  null
hypothesis, indicated by the p-value of less
than 0.01,  points  to  a  gravitational  pull  of
cosmic  proportions  influencing the political
leanings in the state of Maine. It's as if the
planetary  dance  of  Uranus  and  Saturn
extends  its  reach  to  sway  the  voting
behavior of earthly citizens, echoing across
the vast expanse of our solar system.

Before  we  declare  an  end  to  this  astral
analysis,  let's  sprinkle  in  one  last  space
pun: Why did the sci-fi film win an award?
Because it had an "out of this world" plot! As
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we wrap up,  it  is  our scholarly  consensus
that  no  further  research is  needed  in  this
celestial  domain.  This  research closes the
book  on  the  cosmic  tie  to  political
preferences,  leaving  us  with  a  newfound
appreciation for the interstellar influences on
terrestrial affairs.
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